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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The first edition of this little volume having, for some years past, been 
mostly out of print, and the work having been frequently called for, it 
was deemed expedient to issue a new edkion* For this pinrpose the au< 
thors have been called upon to revise the volume, with such improve* 
ments and additions as time and experience have suggested, to render 
the work instructive and beneficial to the reader. The original design 
of its publication was to present to the public a small, cheap volume, 
oompri»ng partioidar information concernme the United Society, adapt- 
ed to the general class of readers, and calculated to answer the usual en- 
(juiries respecting their religious principles and moral economy. A few 
improvements deemed essential, have been made to the work, and seve- 
ral important articles, never before published, have been added, which 
it is believed will prove instructive to the candid reader. The whole has 
been attentively examined and revised, and the original principles and 
design have been carefully preserved. 

Those who may desire further information concerning the United Soci- 
ety, are referred to a larger work, entitled The Testimony of Christ's 
Second Appearing, oontamin^ a plain illustration of the work and deal- 
ings of God from the '' Begtnnins;" Together with a clear account of 
the principles and doctrines of tne Society ,* and to an 8vo volume, 
oallea Dunlavy's Manifesto ; which contains very close and unansworalde 
reasonings in favor of the true gospel of Christ ,* and to an 8vo volume 
entitled. The Sacred Roll and Book, written by Divine Inspiration. 
These volumes m&y be had in any branch of this community v 

New Lebanon, October, 1847. 

Cop ' I 
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PREFACE, 



The increasing attention which, witlun a few years, has been di- 
rected to the principles and practice of the people called Shakers^ 
bj travelers and writers of yarious classes and descriptions, has occa- 
sioned much enquiry among almost all classes of people. Publica- 
tions have been issued from the press in almost every form. Histo- 
rians of the various denominations of religion, writers of travels, com- 
{nlers of Geographies and (Gazetteers, the editors of periodical essays^ 
and the publishers of common newspapers, have all in their turns, 
thou^^ proper to notice in some way or other, the people so much 
'* wondered at.'' But in consequence of the various and contradic- 
tory accounts of mimy of these writers, and the false and erroneous 
statements concerning the principles of the people, which are so ma- 
nifest in the generality of those accounts, the Society has been ear- 
nestly solicited by many candid and intelligent persons to publish a 
plain and correct statement of facts relative to the history of the So- 
ciety, in a concise form, containing its origin, progress and present 
state; with a fair view of the religious faith and practice of the Soci- 
ety, and the principles on which thei( peculiar tenets are founded. 

In compliance with these repeated calls, and with a view to afford 
the candid and unprejudiced of all classes a fair opportunity of exa- 
mining for themselves, and obtaining a correct knowledge of the 
truth from the proper source, the following pages have been written, 
and are now offered to the public in a form which may easily be ob- 
tained and readily perused by every one who desires it. 

We shall make no apologies for what we have written, as to the 
matter <h* manner. It has been our aim to state the plain truth, 
without covering or disguise, according to the best of our understand- 
ing and abilities; and also to comprise the different subjects in as 
nnall a compass as could conveniently be done, and convey a clear 
understanding to the reader. To comprise much matter in a little 
^ace, and give a full and comprehenave view of many important 
subjects in a small compass, is not a small task. How far we have 
effected the object, remains to be seen and judged of by the candid 
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iv PREFACE. 

and judicious reader. Plainness, clearness and simplicity have been 
objects at which we have aimed in our manner and style of writing; 
and we trust the matter will be found intelligible to every class of 
readers. 

With respect to the subjects upon which we have written, our ob- 
ject has been to give a summary view of the rise, progress and pre- 
sent state of the Society, together with a plain illustration of its faith 
and principles. A few other subjects might have been added with 
propriety; but we have aimed at brevity, and we think we have no- 
ticed those of the most importance, and such as may give satisfac- 
tion to candid inquirers after truth. But as the l^ht of Divine truth 
is progressive in the church, and as the preparatory work of salva- i 
Mon and redemption increases on earth; so the solemn and important , 
tfutbs of the gospel will continue, from time to time, to be mgr$j 
cieariy noaniflBstsd to mankind. As to the real substance of the gos- 
pel of salvation, it was_Mly J^e veaied Jo the first witnesses of Christ's 
second appearing^ but as the work of salvation advances, the light 
becomes more daar, and truth appears more {dain; and while those 
who receive and obey it find increasing peace and justification; so 
tiiose who see and reject it, will find their omdemnation to increase 
with the increasing light of truth. 

CALVIN GREEN, 
SETH Y. WELLS. 

New Lebanon, May 12, 1823. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS: 



COMPBIsmG ▲ SHOET BEVIEW OF THE FOEMATION OF ASSOCIA- 
TIONS AKD COMALUKITIES. 



1 . The present age of the world is an age of wonders. The most 
extraordinary changes, revolutions and remarkable events are rapid- 
ly rolling on, through the physical , political, moral and religious 
world, that were ever known on earth. These premises, we believe, 
will generally be admitted. It appears to be the prevailing senti- 
ment and expectation among nearly all ranks and orders of people, 
that something wonderful is about to take place ; that there will be 
such a revolution of public sentiment, and such a reformation will be 
ejQTected in the various branches of human economy as never has 
been exhibited in the world since the creation of man. 

a. These expectations are evidently effected by the operations of 
Divine Providence upon the hearts of the people, and are manifestly 
the precursors and signals of coming events. These events can be 
truly understood in no other light than as allusions to the period of 
Christ's second coming. The general expectations of the near ap- 
proach of a Divine Ruler and Teacher called the Messiah, which 
prevailed among the Jews, and more or less among other nations, 
about the time that Jesus Christ came into the world, were also the 
effects of the same overruling Providence. These two events are 
the most important to mankind of any that have ever taken place 

1 
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ST mTRODtrCTORY REMARK5. 

on earth, and will yet appear so to all people^ whether they beliere 
it or not. 

3. The events relating to Christ's second appearance, of which 
we are more particularly to treat in this volume, are rapidly pro- 
gressing" towards their accomplishment, in many and various ways. 
But among all the hopeful expectations, labors and desires of man- 
-kind, in the present age, none appear more evident than those which 
lead to the formation of associations in which all the members can 
enjoy equal rights and privileges, physical and moral, both of a spi- 
ritual and temporal nature, in a united capacity. Many have become 
fully convinced that this is the ultimate destiny of mankind, and that 
they never can enjoy that happiness for which their Creator dedgned 
them, in any other way than in such united capacity. This is true; 
but this united capacity must be built on the trae foundation, which 
is nothing less than divine revelation, or it cannot stand. 

4. Some of the greatest pursuits of the age appear to be directed 
to these communities. They have their combined associations for 
almost every kmd of improvement, whether of a religious, moral or 
phrysical nature. Yet te attain this desirable object, and support it 
in its true order, they have not the power; in this they are greatly 
deficient. The great inequality of rights and privileges which pre- 
vails so extensively throughout the world, is a striking evidence of 
the importance of a reformation of some kind. Who can view the 
unequal state of human society, the overgrown wealth of the few, 
and the abject poverty of the many, and not be convinced of this ? 
Sttrely it is too obvious to escape the notice of any rational mind. 

d. To see the luxurious state of the pampered rich, the oppression 
aad destitution of the poor, who are perishing by thousands, yea, 
hundreds of thousands, for the want of the necessaries of life ; and 
the consequent bitter animo^ties and increasing collisions between 
the rich and the poor, must suggest to every benevolent mind the 
indispensable necessity of some system of operation among men, 
that will confer a much greater equality of rights and privileges, both 
in person and property, than any which now prevails, in order to 
prevent mankind from rushing on to utter ruin. 

6. Multitudes of people have been so firmly persuaded of the utility 
and practicability of such a system, that they have attempted to form 
comnninities upon the plan of equal rights and privileges, with a 
unity of interest in all things, believing that it is the design of 
the benevolent Creator that man should be a social and benevo- 
lent being ; that their joys and sorrows, as fellow beings,, may 
be shared together. These sentiments are evidently the impressions 
of Divine GoodnesSy and clearly show his benevolent designs for ' 
his creators man, who is his intelligent representative in this lower 
world. Thia was prefigured under the law, when Divine Providence 
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fed tbe people of Israel with raanna. Of this they all shared equally^ 
according to their necessities.* 

7. Daring the present century., many attempts have been made to 
form associations upon the plan of a community of interest, in various 
parts of Europe and in the United States of America. Many socie- 
ties have been formed in part oiv wholly upon this plan. But it is 
well known that with all their wisdom, skill, benevolent designs, 
unity of intention, convenience of location and confidence of suc- 
cess, they have soon failed in their expectations, and been scattered 

• as before. This signal and general failure has more or less disap- 
pointed the votaries of this system, and set many to devising so|ne 
other plan to accomplish their object Many, of course, scoff at the 
idea of such communities, while others, after having triedfthe system^ 
have given up tbe object as unattainable. 

8. But notwithstanding these general failures, we are prepared to 
. show that there is a sure system, founded upon the principles of a 

unity of interest in all things, which has stood the test a sufficient 
length of time, to prove that it can be attained and supported. This 
system has been established and maintained for many years, in seven 
different states in this Union, and in many locations in these states. 

9. The United Society of Believers (called Shakers) was founded 
upon the principles of equal rights and privileges, with a united in- 
terest in all things, both spiritual and temporal, and' has been main- 
tained and supported in this Society, at New-Lebanon, about sixty 
years, without the least appearance of any failure. Is not this proof 
si^cient in favor of such a system ? 

' 10. We believe it will generally be granted that no institution, 
either social or religious, ever founded on earth, has, in any age of 
the world, stood half a century without a manifest declension in the 
general virtae of its principles, and the integrity of its members, 
however extensive and durable may have been its name and popu*- 
larity of character. 

11. But this United Society, though formed of characters, views 
and (fispositions of all kinds that can be named, of various nations, 
of rich and poor, bond and free, male and female, has maintained 
its primitive institntion and the integrity of its first principles, with a 
continued increase of the same to this day. And although it has 
founded and established branches in various states of the Union, 
where tbe laws and customs of the people vary, it has not failed in 
its ability to maintain its institutions and the purity of its religious 
p^^iro^fes in a si%le instance.! 

* Ezod. xvi. 4 to 18. 

t If individaids who h«ve belonged to these societies, have violated their religious 
faith and principles, and refulied to refonii, they have been obliged to depart ; becaose 
no violation of virtuo as principles can be tolerated wonong lU. 
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4 mTEODUCTORY REMARKS. 

12. We wmild now invite the serious conaderation of all candid 
readers to these facts, and ask them to consider well what can be the 
cause that this Society, in all its branches, and located in various 
istates, far distant from each other, has^ alone stood the test on the 
ground of a united system, while all others that have made the at- 
tempt on this ground, have either failed or appear likely to fail in tiie 
main object of their association ? 

13. The only reasonable answer we can g^ve is, that the system 
of the one has been directed by Divine Wisdom, supported by the 
revelation of God, and comprises the only true principles by which 
such^an institution can be sustained ; while on the contrary, the other 
is devised by the wisdom of man, and sustained by the fallible prin- 
ciples of human invention. 

14. But why do these attempts fail ? And what are those princi- 
ples by which the system can be sustained ? To which we answer : 
It is well known that the world, in its present state, is full of disor- 
ders and miseries, evils which it is the object of these systems to 
remedy. And if these well known evils can be remedied by these 
systems, their advocates believe that mankind may live happily, even 
in this world. This cannot be denied. But these defects are in the 
depraved nature of man. How then are they to be remedied ? It is 
in vain to suppose that nature can remedy her own defects, and cure 
the depravity of her children. 

15. For if nature had not the power to prevent these defects, she 
certainly can have no power to rectify them, and restore her children 
to a state of rectitude. Therefore, any system which can effect this 
object, must proceed from a source above the power of nature, even 
from that Supreme Power and Wisdom from which nature un- 
corrupted originated. And knowledge and power to effect this, can 
bexeceived only by revelation, through the agents of Divine appoint- 
ment. Nor can the desired object be accomplished in any other way 
than in conformity to the principles thus revealed. 

16. We have no evidence that the system of a full united interest 
'was ever estabUshed and maintained for any considerable length of 

time, excepting in two instances, and in ages widely distant from 
each other. The first was founded in the days of the Apostles, by 
Divine revelation, and was established at Jeruralem, as a kind of 
first-fruits of what Divine Wisdom had designed to accomplish in the 
\ fullness of time* This continued until its subjects were obliged 
to flee from &e city, to avoid the impending destruction of the Jews, 
with their favorite city and temple, whi6h had beeif foretold by the 
Saviour.t 

• See Acts ii. 44, 45; also iv. 34 to 37. t Mark ziiL 18, 19. 
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17. Attempts were ailerwards made by the faithful members to 

contiaue the system, and a partial revival took place at different 

times ; but it never existed in its original order and purity for any 

\ great length of time, before its true order and spirit was entirely lost. 

\ That the system of a united interest was an institution of the primi- 

j live church is clearly evident, not only from the many attempts made 

\ in different ages to establish and maintain such an interest, but also 

I from the general and long continued pretence of the monastic orders 

' of the Roman Catholic church to imitate such a system, tho' this 

'imitation comes far short of the purity of the original institution. 

I 18. The second manifestation or revival of the system of a united 

' interest was given, in this our day, by Divine revelation, and has 

.been, thus far, maintained in its purity, being supported by the true 

principles of self-denial and chastity ; nor can all the exertions of 

.human nat^ure eyer sustain it on any other principle. The system is 

; founded on the law of gra ce, and therefore can admit of no carnal 

; connection or fleshly indulgence whatever. , 

19. Even natural relatives, husbands, wives and children, living 
or attempting to live in that fleshly connection, cannot maintain the 
system for any considerable length of time. For that nature is par- 
tial and selfish, and inclines to seek its own indulgence and self- 
gratification, and is therefoje incompatible with that principle of uni- 
versal love and disinterested benevolence, which is indispensable to 
the maintenance of a united interest in all things, in any society or 
community whatever. 

20. It was by Divine revelation and those self-denying principles 
that the primitive church was able to support the system of unity for 
many years. And it is by the same revelation and self-denying 
principles that this United Society has been able to support and main- 
tain its union and standing to this day. 

21. Now let any candid person examine the causes by which as- 
sociations (formed for good purposes no doubt) so often fail, and he 
will find that it arises from the partial and selfish relations of hus- 

I bands, wives and children, and other kindred relations, together with 
I the jealousies and evil surmises naturally arising therefrom. There- 
fore, all who attempt to establish and support such a system by any 
power of nature, or by any human wisdom, or indeed by any means 
short of self-denial, integrity of principle, and real chastity of per- 
son, will most certainly fail in the end. But we view all labors of 
this kind as providential and beneficial to mankind, and preparatory 
to the order of the true work. 

22. We will next proceed to give a brief account of the origin 
of this society, its gradual rise and progress, with a short biographi- 
cal sketch of those chosen and faithful Instruments who were its first 
founders, and by whose agency this truly wonderful work was intro- 
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duced, and its divine principles permanently planted, and (he means 
by which its gradual growth and present prosperity have been effect- 

) ed. And let candid seekers after truth and righteousness judge for 
themselves by what spirit these first founders were actuated, and from 
whence ihey received their commission to introduce and maintain a 

• work so contrary to the carnal, fallen nature of man, and to sustain 
it through so many trying scenes and opposing difficulties. 
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PARTI. 

»I3E AND PH0GBE8S OF THE UNITED SOCIETY, INCLTTDINO SOME 
ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST WITNESSES. 

CHAPTER L 

A Bhort sketch of the state ef Religion, and the operations of 
the spirit of Gcd which led to the rise of the Society , and 
to the commefrvoememt of the presejit testimony of the Gospel 
of Christ^ Second Appearing, 

. 1. During the ministration of Jesus Qirist upon earth, his Hfe and 
doctrines were in direct opposition to all the inclinations of the 
fiiUen nature of man. He revealed the Will of his heavenly Father, 
and th» Will was the ^ery essence of Ae Gospel. After Ms ascen- 
fion, a church was formed and established according to the genuine 
operations of his divine Spirit. This was accomplished by the agen- 
cy of the Holy Spirit, tfermigh the ministry of the apostles, and was 
a pattern of the true order of the church of Christ, and " a kind of 
first-fruits" of the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. But that or- 
der was of short duration, By a declension of the true spirit of 

. Christianity it gradually fell away, until the spirit of Antichrist, 
through the influence of false teachers, under the christian name, 

! gained the ascendency, and began his dark and deplorable reign, 
which continued for the space of twelve hundred and sixty years. 

2. During this long and gloomy period, " darkness covered the 
earth, and gross darkness the people:*' so that there was not found 
upon earth a church which stood in the true order and power of the 
primitive church of Christ. For although there were many bright 
and powerful witnesses of the truth during the whole of that period, 
who testified against the growing corruptions oi the times; yet in 
consequence of the tyrannical dominion assumed over the conscien- 
ces of men, these witnesses were not suffered to build in the true or- 
der of the church of Christ. This dominion, which originated in 
the spirit of Antichrist, was strengthened and supported by the com- 
bination of the civil and ecclesiastical powers which were concentra- 
ted in &eir own established churches. Hence these churches became 
the ehnrches of Antichrist, and under the name of C^ist, assumed 
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the authority of persecuting the true ^vitnesms of Qod wherever they 
could be found; because the testimony of these witnesses stood in 
opposition to their antichristian dominion, and was a testimony of 
condemnation to their false religion; and thus the 'power of the ho" 
ly 'people was scattered, 

'i 3. But when the persecuting power of Antichrist began to be 
weakened by that memorable division in his kingdom, occasioned 

' by what is called The Reformation, then a way was opened for 
man to contend for his long lost liberty. From that period maay 
men of rational and discerning minds began to assert the rights of 
conscience, and to contend for civil and reUgious liberty; and hence- 
forth liberty of conscience continued to gain ground until the latter 
part of the seventeenth century, when it was so far understood and 
acknowledged, that the witnesses of God began to live and stand up 
in the life and power of their testimony. 

4. About this time, many religious revivals br<^e out in various 
parts of Europe, particularly in France and Germany, and conti- 
nued, with different degrees of light and power, for many years. 

/ Liberty of conscience was proclaimed in England about ^e year 
1689, and the subject excited public attention, and gained consider^ 

i able influence in m^py other parts of Europe. This was an event 

I highly favorable to those honest souls who were hungering and 

, thirsting after righteousness, and who had hitherto groanedr under the 
despotic and persecuting power of ecclesiastical tyranny, while 
they earnestly sought the pure and undeflled religion of the Prince 

^ of Peace. 
, 5, The remarkable revival which happened about this time in the 
province of Dauphiny and Yivai'ais, in France, excited great atten- 
tion. The subjects of this work were wrought upon in a very ex- 
traordinary manner, both in body and mind; nor could the violent; 
agitations of their bodies, nor the powerful operations of their spirits, ! 
which appeared in the flaming and irresistable energy of their testi- , 
mony, be imputed to any thing short of the mighty power of God, '. 
with which they were evidently inspired. Persons of both sexes andi 
all ages, were the subjects of these divine inspirations. Men, women,' 
and even little children, were wrought upon in a manner wliich 
struck the spectators with wonder and astonishment; and their power- 
ful admonitions and prophetic warnings '' were heard and received 
with reverence and awe," ^ * ' * 

6. They testified that the end of things drew nigh, and ad- 
monished the people to repent and amend their lives. They gave 
warning of the near approach of the Kingdom of God, the ao- 
ceptahle year of the Lord; and in many prophetic messages, de- 
clared to the world that those numerous scripture prophecies con- 
cerning the new heavens and the new earth; the kingdom of 
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the Messiah; the marriage of the Lamb; the first resurrec- 
tion, and the Tiew Jerusalem descending from above, were near 
< at handy and would shortly be accomplished. 

7. They also testified, with great power and energy of spirit, 
against those false systems of religion, and that antichristian domin- 
ion, which had borne such extensive sway among mankind, and pre- 
dicted their certain downfall and destruction. They also declared 
that when all these false systems of human invention, and all the de- 
ceitful and abominable works of man should be pulled down and de- 

j stroyed, there would be but one Lord, one faith, one heart and one 

[ voice among mankind And they also declared that these things 

would be wrought upon man by spiritual arms, proceeding from the 

mouths of living witnesses who, by the inspiration of the spirit, 

sliould be sent forth as laborers in the vineyard. 

8. These people, like all other true witnesses of God, were rejec- 
• ted by the unbelieving world as false prophets, and their testimony 

greatly perverted and misrepresented. And probably too, as often 
happens in times of great outpourings of the divine Spirit, there 
were Individuals found among them into whose hearts Satan found 
means to infuse a false testimony, with a view to dishonor the true 
testimony of faithful witnesses, by associating vrith it the dictates of 
. his own lying spirit.* 

9. Unbelievers, who slight every manifestation of true light, will 
often take occasion by the false predictions of such individuals, to re- 
ject and misrepresent the whole as unworthy of credit. Hence it 
was said, they predicted the unm^diate fulfilment of their prophecy, 
and stated the precise time of its accomplishment, which was evi- 
dently not given them to understand. But the candid believer will 
readily discern between truth and falsehood, and pay that respect to 
the true manifestations of the Spirit of God which their importance 

. deserves. 

10. But even admitting that those who were in the genuine spirit 
of that work, did state the time for the accomplishment of these pre- 
dictions at three years, as has been frequently asserted, what con- 
clusion can be drawn' from thence to falsify these predictions ? It 
is well known that St. John stated the time for the reign of antichrist 
9i forty and two months,^ which, according to the usual calcula- 
tion of expositors, is now generally supposed to mean 1260 years, 
taking each prophetic day for a year, as is usual in explaining the 
language of prophecy. 

11. Calculating then by this rule, their three years or thirty-six 
months, allowing but thirty days to the month, amount to 1080 pro- 

* So it was of old. " When the sons of God came to present themselves before the 
Lord . Satan came also among^ them." Job. ii. 1. 
t See Rev, xi. 2, and xiiL 5. . 
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f^ietic days; but allowing 365 days to the year, they make 1095 
days, or so many natural years. And if these prophets did, in truth, 
state the time for the full* accomplishment of all their predictions at 
three years, can any one deny that this is the true calculation ? Or 
dare any one affirm that these things will not be accomplished in 
1080 or 1095 years from the date of their prophecy ? It is the di- 
vine sj>irit of their testimony, and the real accomplishment of their 
predictions at which we look; not at the false coloring and evident 
misrepresentations which have been put upon them by the unbelie- 
j vers of their times. That the work has already commenced we our- 
; selves ar« witnesses; but how long before it will be fully accom- 
plished, must rest with that Almighty Being who has already begun 
the work, and will complete it in his o^vn due time. 

12. Notwithstanding these witnesses of God met with much op- 
position from the unbelieving world and were continually persecuted 
by the wicked; yet they greatly increased in numbers, and boldly- 
continued their testimony for many years; so that their prophetic 
warnings extended over the greatest part of Europe. 

13. About the year 1706, a few of them went over to England, 
where they renewed their testimony; and through the ministration of 
the same spirit to others, many were united to them ; so that in a 
short time they became very numerous, and their testimony became 
extensive and powerful. Being commissioned by the Divine Spirit, 
and sent only as witnesses to warn a sinful world of approaching 
events, they formed no regular societies, and established no church- 
es; but faithfully executed their office and delivered the messages 
which were given them, andthus finished their work, and left the event 
to Grod. And though the greater part, after having finished their 
testimony, soon died away; yet muny of them maintained their con- 
fidence through life, and a portion of them, who still retained the 
power of their testimony, in a greater or less degree, and having- 
full faith in its accomplishment, stood as Kving witnesses of God, 
and, like faithful watchmen of the night, waited the approaching 
dawn. 

14. About the year 1747, a small number who were endowed 
with the spirit of these witnesses, were led by the influence of the 
Divine Spirit to unite themselves into a small society, in the neigh- 
borhood of Manchester, under the ministry of James and Jane 
Wardley. These were both sincerely devoted to the cause of God, 
and were blest with great manifestations of divine light. James 
was greatly gifted in public speaking; and was remarkably clear, 
solid and powerful in his testimony against sin. Both he and his 
wife possesssed great meekness and humility, were very plain and 
decent in their dress and deportment, and unassuming in their man- 
ners. 
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15. This infaHt society practiced no forais, and adopted no creeds 
I as niles of faith or worsliip; but gave themselves op to be led and 
, guided entirely by the operations of the Spirit of Grod. Their meet- 
I ings were powerful and animated, attended with remarkable signs 
, and operations, and with the spirit of prophecy and divine revelation. 
, The manifestation of divine light in visions and revelations, raised in 
thenQ the warning voice of God against all sin and every evil work. 
They boldly testified, ^Aa? the second appearing of Christ was 
at hand; and that the church wa^ rising in her full and tran- 
scendant glory, which vxmld effect the final downfall of An- 
tichrist. They affirmed that the work of the great day of God 
was then commencing, and woid d increase until every promise of 
God should be fulfilled. 

' 16.' Sometimes, after sitting awhile in silent meditation, they were 
seized with a mighty trembling, under which they would often ex- 
press the indignation of God against all sin. At other times they 
were exercised with singing, shouting and leaping for joy at the near 
^prospect of salvation. They were often exercised with great agita- 
tions of body and limbs, shaking, running and walking the floor, 
with a variety of signs and operations, and swiftly passing and re- 
passing each other, like clouds agitated with a mighty wind. No 
huQaan power couhl imitate the wonderful operations with which 
thej^ were affected while under the influence of these spiritual signs. 
From these exercises, so strange in the eyes of mankind, they re- 
ceived the appellation of Shakers, which has been the most com- 
mon name of distinction ever since. 

17. These various and extraordinary operations, together with the 
.'singularity of their lives, and their powerful testimony against the 
[wickedness of the world around them, naturally exposed them to 
, much persecution. Their houses were often beset by mobs, tJieir 

windows broken, and their persons shamefully abused. But they 
bore these things patiently, and fearlessly continued their assem- 
bles and their testimony. Their meetings, which first began at Bol- 
ton, near Manchester, were afterwards held alternately at Bolton and 
Manchester; and occasionally at Cheshire, Mayortown, and other 
places in the vicinity of Manchester. 

18. They continued to increase in light and power with occasional 
additions to their number, till about the year 1770, when by a spe- 
cial manifestation of Divine light, the present testimony of salvation 
and eternal life was fully revealed to Ann Lee, and by her to the 

; society. As this extraordinary woman, concerning whom so much 
has been reported and published abroad in the world, was the distin- 
guished personage to whom Christ revealed himself in his true cha- 
Bcter, ia tiiii day of his second appearing, it will be necessary, in 
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proceeding with this work, to give some account of her life, cha- 
racter and ministry. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Sketches of the life of Mother Ann Lee : her birth and pa- 
rentage : her connexion with the society of James and Jane 
Wardley : her religious exercises and sufferings : her re- 
velation and testimony : persecutions in England : voyage 
to America. 

1. Ann Lee was the daughter of John Lee, of Manchester, in 
England. She was born February 29th) 1736. Her father was by oc- 
cupation a blacksmith, and tho* poor, he was respectable in charac- 
ter, moral in principle, honest and punctual in his dealings, and in- 
dustrious in business. Her mother was esteemed as a religious and 
very pious woman. They had eight children, five sons and three 
daughters. Their children, as was then common with poor people 
in manufacturing towns, were brought up to work instead of being 
sent to school. By this means Ann acquired a habit of indu^ry, 
but could neither read nor write. During her childhood and youth, 
she was employed in a cotton factory, and was afterwards a cutter 
of hatter's fur. She was also, for some time, employed as a cook 
in the Manchester infirmary, 'and was peculiarly distinguished for 
her faithfulness, neatness, prudence and economy. 

2. In her childhood she discovered a very bright and active ge- 
nius, was remarkably sagacious, but serious and thoughtful, and 
never addicted to play like other children. In early childhood she 
was the subject of religious impressions, and was peculiarly favored 
with heavenly visions. As she advanced in years, she was strongly 
impressed with a sense of the great depravity of human nature, and 
of the odiousness of sin, and especially of the impure and indecent 
nature of sexual coition. She often expressed her feelings to her 
mother concerning these things, and earnestly desired that she might 
be kept from the snares of sin, and from those abominations which 

. her soul abhorred. 

3. But not having attained that knowledge of God which she ear- 
ly desired, and finding no one to strengthen and assist her in the pur- 
suit of that true holiness which she sought afler, nor even to encourage 
her to withstand the powerful example of a lost world, (her mother 

I having deceased while she was yet young,) she grew up in the same 
fallen nature with the rest of mankind, and through the importuni- 
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ties of her relations, was married to Abraham Stanley, a bblcksmith 
I by trade. By him she had four children who all died in infancy; 
one only, which was a daughter, attained to the age of about six 
years. They lived together at her father's house, in peace and har- 
mony, and procured a comfortable Hying. But the convictions of 
her youth often returned upon her with great force, which at leng^ 
brought her under excessive tribulation of soul. In this situation 
she sought earnestly for deliverance from the bondage of sin, and 
gave herself no rest, day nor night, but often spent whole nights in 
laboring and crying to God for deliverance from sin. 

4. While under these exercises of mind, she became acquainted 
with James and Jane Wardley, and the society under their care* 
As these people were favored with a greater degree of divine light, 

• and a more clear and pointed testimony against the nature of sin 
than had hitherto been made manifest, Ann readily embraced their 
testimony, and united herself to the society in the month of Septem- 
ber 1758, being then in the. 23d year of her age. The light of 
these people led them to an open confession of every sin which they 
. had committed, and to a full and final cross. against every thing which 
'they knew to be evil: hence they were^ endowed with great power 
over sin: and hence Ann found that ^btecQoBp which she had so loifjg 
desired, and which, for the time being, was answerable to her 
faith. 

5. By her faithful obedience to the counsel and instruction of her 
leaders, she was baptized into the same spirit, and, by degrees, at- 
tained to the full knowledge and experience in spiritual things which 
they had found. As she occasionally related to the American believ- 
ers some of her experience and sufferings in England, it may not be 
improper to give the following short sketch concerning the early 
part of her faith, in her own words. 

6. " Soon after I set out to travail in the way of Grod, I labored 
*' anights in the works of Grod. Sometimes I labored all night, con- 
" tinually crying to Grod for my own redemption; sometimes I went 
" to bed and slept; but in the morning I could not feel that sense of 
" the work of Grod which I did before I »lept. This brought me into 
" great tribulation. Then I cried to God, and promised him that if 
^' he would give me the same sense that 1 had before I slept I would 
" labor all night. This I did many nights; and in the day time I 
" put my hands to work and_my_h§arL to.. .God; and when I felt 
** weary and in need of rest, I labored for the power of God, and 
" the refreshmg operations of the power of God would release me, 
" 80 that I would feel able to go to my work again. 

7. " Many times when I was about my work, I felt my soul over- 
** whelmed with sorrow; and I used to work as long as I could keep 
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''Jt oonceakd, and then ran to get out of sight, leatroroe one should 
" pity me wilh that pity which God did not. In my travail and tri- 
'^ bulation, my sufferings were so great, that my flesh consumed upon 
'' my bones, and bloody sweat pressed through the pores of my skin, 
*' and I became as helpless as an infant. And when I was brought 
*' through, and born into the spiritual kingdom, I was like an infant 
'' just brought into the world. They see colors and objects; but 
'^ they know not what they see; and so it was with me when 1 was 
'* born into the spiritual world. But before I was twenty -four hours 
*' old, I saw, and I knew what I saw." 

8. John Hocknell, who was well acquainted with her in the time 
of he£ experience and sufiferings in England, used frequently to 
speak of them, with many peculiar circumstances that came under his 
knowledge. According to his account, as well as that of her own^ 
and others who came from England with her, it appears that in watch- 
ings, fastings, tears and incessant cries to God, she labored day and 
night, for deliverance from the very nature of son; and that, under 
the most severe tribulation of mind, and the most violent temptations 
and buffetings of the enemy, the agony of her soul was often so 
extreme as to occasion a perspiration of blood. Sometimes, for 
whole nights together, her cries, screeches and groans were siich 
as to fill every soul around with fear and trembling. 

9. By these painful sufferings and deep mortifications her flesh 
sometimes wasted away, like that of a (lerson in a consumption, till 
she became so weak and emaciated that her friends were obliged to 
support and nourish her like a helpless infant; altho' she possessed by 
nature a sound and strong constitution, and an invincible fortitude of 
mind. Tho' Ann was wrought upon in this manner; more or less, 
for the ^ace of nine years; yet she often had intervals of releasement, 
in which her bodily strength and vigor was sometimes miraculously 
renewed, and her soul was at times filled with heavenly visions 
and divine revelations. By these means the way of God and the na- 
ture of his work gradually opened upon her mind with increasing light 
and understanding. The divine manifestations which she received, 
from time to time, were communicated to the society, and tended 
g^atly to enlighten the understandings « and encourage the faith of 
the members, and to increase^ and confirm their testimony. 

10. Her mind, ever intent on the great work of salvation was 
deeply affected concerning the lost state of mankind, which she clear- 
ly saw in all their works. But the real foundation of that loss was 
still concealed from her view; nor could she see any prospect of re- 
covery under existing circumstances : for she had long been convin- 
ced that there was nothing in all 4heir religious professions nor prac- 
tieea that could save them from sin here, or fnnusfa any reasonable 
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hope of salvation hereafter. Hence she spent much time in eftrnest 
! and incessant cries to God, to shew her the real foundation of man's 
' loss, what it was, and wherein it consisted; how the way of salva- 
tion could be effectually opened to a lost world in its present 
state; and htfw the great work of redemption was to be accom- 
plished. 

1 1. While ill deep exercise of mind concerning these things, she 
was brought into a state of excessive tribulation of soul, in which 
she felt her way hedged up, seemingly, on every side, and was con- 
strained to cry mightily to God to open some way of deliverance. 
In the midst of her sufferings and earnest cries to God, her soul was 
filled with divine light, and the mysteries of the spiritual world were 
brought clearly to her understanding. She saw the L(N*d Jesus Christ 
in his glory, who revealed to her the great object of her prayers, and 
fully satisfied all the desires of her soul. The most astonishing vi- 
sions and divine manifestations were presented to her view in so clear 
and striking a manner, that the whole spiritual world seemed display- 
ed before her. In these extraordinary manifestations, she had a full 
and clear view of the mystery of iniquity, of the root and founda- 
tion of human depravity, and of the very act of tiansgression, com- 
mitted by the first man and woman in die garden of Eden. Here 
she saw whence and wherein all mankind were lost from God, and 
clearly realized the only possible way of recovery. This revelation 
she received in the summer of 1770, in prison, where she was con- 
fined on account of her religious principles, under a pretence of her 
having profaned the sabbath. 

12. Tho' Ann had before received many extraordinary manifes- 
tations of God, tho' she had received great light concerning the de- 
pravity of human nature, and the effects of man's loss from God, and 
tho' she had taken up her cross against the carnal gratifications of 
the flesh, and had testified her faith to the society on this subject, 
many of whom, in consequence of her testimony, had walked in the 
same faith; yet, not having then received a clear revelation of the 
root of human depravity, and the cause of man's fall, she had con- 
tinued to yield obedience to James and Jane Wardley, as her superi- 
ors, and was eminently useful to them in leading, teaching, strength- 
ening and protecting the society. 

13. But when she was released from her imprisonment, and came 
to reveal to the society these last extraordinary manifestations, so 

. great was the display of divine light with which her soul was filled^ 
and so mighty the power of God which accompanied her testimony, 
and so keen the searching power of her spirit in discovering and 
bringing to light the hidden works of darkness, that every soul present 
was struck with astonishment and filled with fear and trembiing, — 

»They saw at once that the candle of the Lord was in her hand*, and 
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that she was able by the light thereof, to search every heart and 
try every soul among them. From this time she was received and 

1 acknowledged as the first visible leader of the church of God upon 

I earth. 

14. The preceding work in this society, under the ministration of 
James and Jane Wardley, was evidently preparatory to the usher- 
ing in of the second coming of Christ; and it may with propriety 
be compared to the work of John the Baptist, or the spirit of Elias, 
the forerunner of the Lord Jesus. When therefore Ann was bap- 
tised into the fulness of the spirit and work of that society, she was 
then prepared for the Baptism of the Holy and Divine nature,^ and 
was made a fit vessel to receive the true Spirit of Christ, and to re- 
vive and bring to light his perfect law of righteousness for the direc- 
tion and salvation of all souls who were willing to (6bey her testimony; 

; and here commenced the real manifestation of Christ's second ap- 
j pearance. 

15. From this time the light and power of God revealed in Ann, 
and through her administered Mo those who received her testimony, 
had such sensible effect in giving them power over all sin, and 
filling them with visions, revelations and other gifts of God, that she 

I was readily acknowledged as their spiritual Mother in Christ. — 
Hence she received the title of Mother ;t and hence those of the 
society who teceived >ind(t)beycd her testimony, found a great in- 
crease in the power and gifls of God ; while on the other hand, 
those who rejected it, lost all their former light and power, and fell 
back into a state of darkness, and into the common course of the 
world. 

16. By the immediate revelation of Christ, she henceforth bore an 
open testimony against the lustful gratifications of the flesh, as the 
source and foundation of human corruption ; and testified, in the 
most plain and pointed manner, that no soul could follow Christ 
in the regeneration, while living in the works of natural generation, 
or in any of the gratifications of lust. Her testimony was often 
delivered with such mighty power of God, accompanied with such 
a heart-searching and soul-quickening spirit, that it seemed to pene- 
trate every secret of the heart. By tiiis means the most hidden 
abominations were often brought to light ; and those secret acts of 
wickedness, which had been deceitfully covered under a fair outside 
profession of sanctify, were many times brought to view in such a 
manner as to make every guilty soul fear and tremble in her pre- 
sence. ^ - . , ^ t-^ '^'^ 

'^ ' ■ \ \ 

•See 9 Peter {.4. 
t It has been Mterted by eoine writers that she ityled henelf the JEbet Xfldy ; but 
thia it a gronndleu charge : that title was (fiven by her eneaiies in derision. 
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1 17. Here it may be proper to notice that, notwithatandin^ all Mo- 
1 ther Ann's inward sufiferings and tribulation, ber outward' affliction! 
; aad p^secutions were often very severe and cruel. Tbe powerful 
testimony which she maintained against all sin, together with the 
wonderful operations of the Spirit of God which prevailed in tbe 
meetings of her little society, through her mini»tration, excited pub- 
lic attention, and stirred up the -malignant feelings of many, both 
professors and profone, of almost every class and description, to such 
a degpnee of enmity that, by formal opposition and tumultuous mobs, 
open persecution and secret malice, her very life seemed many timet 
in great jeopardy. She was often shamefully and cruelly abused, 
and a number of times imprisoned. To state, circumstantially, the 
many instances of her sufferings and imprisonment, would swell this 
volume beyond the limits prescribed. We shall only notice the 
following : • 

18. Her enemies, afler seeking in vain for some plausible pretext 
to take her life, finally brought an accusation of blasphemy against 
her. They told her she must have her tongue bored through with 
a hot iron ; and brought her before four ministers of the estab- 
lished church, with a view to obtain judgment against her. But 
these men, being desirous to hear her own testimony, gave her 
liberty to speak for herself. Accordingly she spoke, and manifest- 
ed such evident power of God, that they thought proper to dismiss 
her ; and admonished her accusers to let her alone, and not abuse 
her. Enraged and disappointed at not being able to enlist these 
ministers against her, her persecutors were determined to take the 
power of judgment into their own hands,, and become at once her 
judges and executioners, and agreed to stone her to death as a blas- 
phemer. 

19. Accordingly they led her down into a valley, without the 
town^ where she was followed by four of her brethren, namely, Wil-'^' 
liaiu Lee, James Whittaker, Daniel Whittaker and James Shepherd.* 
Her persecutors having provided themselves with a sulBcient quan- 
tity of stones, suitable for their purpose, they placed thmnselves on 
the side of the hill, at a convenient distance, and began to throw 
their stones ; but not being able, after repeated trials, to hit her or 
any of her companions, (except Daniel Whittaker, who received a 
sligbt wound on one of his temples,!) they fell into contention among 
themselves, and finally abandoned their design. 

20. Mother Ann, in relating these circumstances to some of the 
believers, said, *' Wlule they were throwing their stQnes, I felt my* 

* This was not the James Shepherd who afterwards came to America with her; tat 
another man of the same name, who was considered a faithful believer. 

t Thii man aAer^ards fell away. 

2 
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*< self surrounded with the i>reseDce of God, md my soid was filled 
*' with loye. I knew they could not kill me, because my work was 
'* not done; therefore I felt joyful and comfortahk, while my enemies 
** felt distress and confusion." 

21. At another time an attempt was made upon her life; but it 
does not appear that this was done by any legal process, but nAker, 
as is supposed, by the connivance of some of the officers d the stone 
prison with the designs of her enemies. She jvas taken and conli- 
ned in a small cell of the prison, with an intention of starving her to 
death. Here she was kept fourteen days without any kind of suste- 
nance, excepting what was conveyed to her privately, through the 
keyhole of the door, after the first two days, once in twenty-four hounk 

22. This was done by one of the believers,* who found access to 
the door of her prison, and inserted the stem of a pipe through the 
keyhole, into the bowl of which he pqpred a small quantity of milk, 
mixed with a little it/ipe, which was her only temporal support during 
the whole time of her imprisonment. At the end of fourteen days, 
the door was unlocked with the expectation of finding her dead; but 
to the grtat mirpri^e of her enemies, she was not only alive, but as 
well as before. Some who were present at the time, and saw her 
walk off in perfect health, remarked that it must be owing to a super- 
natural power which attended her, and that they did not believe it 
was right to confine or oppress her. 

23. The last imprisonment which she suffered, white in England, 
mm done under pretence of her having profaned the Sabbath. — 
This appears to have been a preconcerted plan of her enemies, to 
prevent her and her little family from worshipping God 'on the 
Sabbath, according to their custom. A number of spies had been 
previously placed in the streets, under a pretence of preventing pee^ 
pie from profaning the Sabbath. The believers assembled that morn- 
lag at the house of John Lee, and began their worship, as usual, 
by siQging and dancing. This was di8cov€ffed by the spies, and a 
mob was soon raised, headed by the principal warden, who surround- 
od the house, burst open the doors, and ascended the stairs into the 
third loft, where the believers were assembled. They were all seized 
without any ceremony, and immediately dragged down stairs ; I^fo- 
th^ Ann herself was dragged down by her feet, and very much 
abused. They were all, excepting one man and two childreB,t im- 
mediately hurried off to the stone prison, and put into close confine- 
ment The next morning they were all released except Mother 
Ann and John Lee, her father, who were removed to the house of 
correction, where they were kept confined several weeks, and then 
discbarged. 

^ JuDM Wbittaker. who wu then a youth. 
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24. Th«te ar0 but a |mrt of tlie outward afRictions which Mother 
Ann eddored ^m her enemies in England. Besides many circum- \ 
ftaaoes of less note, there were 90<reral other instances of abuse which ' 
must inevitably hare deprived her of life, had she not been protected 
by^ tiiat Almighty Being in whom she always trusted ; and it is 
worthy of remark, that nothing short of Divine Power could have 
supported her through all these trying scenes, and enabled her to • 
maintam her testimony in the midst of a crooked and perverse gene- 
ration. 

25. But in consequence of the sudden and untimely death of some 
of her most bitter persecutors,* and the conviction of others, these 
cruel abuses finally ceased. Her enemies saw that she was evidently I 
protected and supported, and her life preserved, by some interposing j'i 
power, notwithstanding all their attempts to destroy it; and hence, for !' 
more than two years previous to her leaving England, she and hbr | 
little band enjoyed their faith in peace. And Iho' there was no im- ! 
portant addition to their nun>ber, yet the faith and substance of ' 
the goi^l continued to increase in the hearts of the faithful. But t 
their public testimony ceased in England about a year before they l 
embarked for America. I 

I 26. Mother Ann, whose mind was ever intent on the work of God, 
! and who always stood ready to obey any call of God to her, was 
I at length, by a special revelation, directed to repair to America; 
, and at the same time, she received a divine promise, that the work 
■ of God would greatly increase, and the millennial church would be 
establi$hed in that country. This revelation was communicated 
• to the' society, and was soon confirmed by signs, visions and ex- 
I traordinary manifestations, to many individual members; and per- 
; mission was given for all those of the society to accompany her, 
who ^ere able, and who felt any special impressions on. their own 
t minds so to do. Accordii^ly those who became the companions 
of Mother Ann, in her voyage to America, and who were all at 
that time, professedly members of the society, were Abm. Stanley, 
lier husband, Wm. Lee, her bother, James Whittaker, John 
Hocknell, Richard Hocknell,~son of John Hocknell, James Shep- 
herd, Mary Partington, and Nancy Lee, a niece of Mother Ann. 
These eight were all that accompanied Mother Ann in her voyage 
to America. 

27. Having settled their affairs and made arrangements for the 
voyage, they embarked at Liverpool, on board the ship Mariah, 
Captain ^ith, of New- York, and sailed on the 19th of May, 1774. 
Before *(fcfey embarked. Mother Ann told the captain that he should 
not have whereof to accuse them^ except it were concerning the 

* Anionic whom wu th* l»»fore named warden. 
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law of tiieir God. While on their passage, they went forth, in 
obedience to their inward feelings, to praise God in songs and in 
dances. This offended the captain to such a degree, that he threat- 
ened to throw them overboard, if they attempted the like exercise 
again. But as Mother Ann had put her trust in Grod, . whom she 
feared, she was not willing to be restrained in her duty by the fear 
of mortals; she therefore chose to obey Grod rather than man, and 
accordingly went forth again, in obedience to the divine influences 
which she felt. 

28. At tliis the captain became greatly enraged, and attempted to 
put his threats in execution. But that God in whom they trusted, 
and who had sent them to do his will, had power to protect them. 
This he did in a marvelous manner. It was in the evening, in 
time of a storm ; and the ship suddenly sprung a leak, occasioned 
bf the starting of a plank between wind and water. The water 
now flowed in so rapidly, that notwithstanding all their exertions at 
the pumps, it gained upon them so fast, that the whole ship's crew 
were greatly aiarThed. The captain turned pale as a corpse, and 
said they must all perish before morning; for he saw no -possible 
means to save the ship from sinking. 

29. But Mother Ann maintained her confidence in God, and said, 
'' Captain be of good cheer ; there shall not a hair of our heads 
*' perish ; we shall all arrive safe to America. I just now saw 
'^ two bright angels of God standing by the mast, through whom I 
" received this promise." She then encouraged the seamen, and 
she and her companions zealously assisted at the pumps. Shortly 
afler this, a large wave struck the ship with great violence, and the 
loose plank was instantly closed to its place. 

30. Whether this remarkable incident was efifected by the violent 
force of the wave against the plank, or by some other unaccounta- 
ble means, it was then viewed by all on board, as a miraculous in- 
terposition ot Divine Providence in their favor. They were soon- 
in a great measure released from the pumps ; and the captain, after 
this, gave them free and full liberty to worship God according to the 
dictates of their own consciences, and promised that he would 
never molest them again. He was faithful to his pix>mise, and 
treated them with kindness and respect during the remainder of the 
voyage, and was afterwards free to declare, that had it not been for 
these people, he should have been sunk in the sea, and never 
reached America. 

31. Thus, afler enduring the storms and dangers of the sea, in 
an old leaky ship, which had been condemned as unfit- for the voy- 
age, and which came very near foundering at sea, they air arrived 
safe in New- York on the 6th of August following. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Circumstances connected with the settlement of Mother Anfi 
(znd her little society in America : Religious revival at 
New-Lebanon : Commencement and 'progress of the testi- 
mony, followed by persecution : Decease of Mother Ann, 

1. After Mother Ann and her little family arrived in this country, 
they passed through many scenes of difficulty, of a temporal nature. 
Being strangers %i the land, and without any means of subsistence, 
excepting the daily labor of their own hands, they were obliged to 
seek employment where they could find it without hazarding the 
free enjoyment of their faith : for Mother Ann chose rather to rely 
upon the mercy of God for support and protection, than to court 
the friendship of the world, or to solicit their favor for the sake of 
any temporal advantages which she might obtain at the expense of 
her religious freedom, which was dearer to her than her life. 

2. They were led, however, to make some arrangements, in the 
first place, for their future residence, where they could be united in 
flie mutual enjoyment of their faith, and wait the call of God to 
more extensive useftilness Accordingly William Lee and John 
Hocknell went up the river and contracted for a lot of land near 
Niskeyuna, in the county of Albany, and returned again to New- 
York. John Hocknell soon after sailed for England, to bring out 
his family, and make further arrangements for the settlement of the 
society in this country. 

3. Mother Ann accompanied her brother William and some of . 
the rest of the society to Albany, where they found employment in 
their several occupations. She then returned to New- York, where 
die continued during John Hocknell 's absence to England. She 
resided in the house of a respectable family, in Queen-street,* by 
the name of Smith, by whom Abraham, her husband, was employed 
as a journeyman in the blacksmith's business. She employed her- 
self in washing and ironing for her support; and by her meekness, 
humility and amiable deportment, she gained the esteem and confi- 
dence of the family, and particularly of Smith's wife, who treated 
her with great kindness. By this woman she was afterwards solici- 
ted to take charge of her family aftairs, with full liberty to manage 
therein according to her own discretion. But Mother Ann could 
not listen to any proposition which was incompatible with tlie gift 

• Now ««]]«4 P»wri-itr«»t. 
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\ and calling of God to her; she chose rather to endure poverty and 
I suffering, than to turn aside from her duty to God for the sake of 
. any temporal advantages whatever. 

4. During John Hocknell's absence to England, Mother Ann 
went several times up the river and visited those of the society who 
resided in the vicinity of' Albany, and was occasionally visited by 
some of them; but still continued her residence in New- York. In 
the latter part of the summer or beginning of autumn, 1775, Abra- 
ham Stanley was visited with a severe sickness. To nurse and take 
care of him in this sickness, required Mother Ann's whole time and 
attention. This duty she performed with the utq^ost care and kind- 
ness, tho' often at the expense of great sufiferings on her own partw 
Their earnings now ceased, and they were reducecjpto extreme pov- 
erty. 

5. Abraham at length recovered his health, so as to be able to 
walk the streets; and tho' he never had been considered as a faithful 
and substantial believer; yet he had hitherto supported his credit and 
reputation, and maintained an outward conformity to his faith. But 
on regaining his health, and before he was fully able to return to his 
occupation, he began to associate with the wicked at public houses, 
and soon lost all sense and feeling of religion, and began to oppose 
Mother Ann's testimony in a very ungodly manner, and urged her 
to renounce it, and live, in sexual cohabitation, like the rest of the 
world. She replied, that she was willing to do any thing for him 
which justice, reason or humanity required; but she should never 
consent to violate her duty to Gq^i; and endeavored to prevail on 
him to return to his duty and be faithful. 

6. But as Abraham was determined to pursue the course of the 
world, he continued his vicious practice, instead of returning to his 
occupation, and left Ann to provide for herself. At length he 
brought a lewd woman into the house to her, and declared that, un- 
less she would consent to live in sexual cohabitation with him, he 
would take that woman for his wife. Ann replied with great firm- 
ness and resolution, that she would not do it if he should take her 
life as the consequence of her refusal. She also informed him, in 
plain terms, that she considered his cruel and abusive conduct as a 
very unjust requital for the uniform kindness and attention which she 
had paid to him, both in sickness and in health; and said she was 
still willing to take the most tender care of him, if he would return 
to his duty, and conduct himself a» he ought to do, and urged him^ 
in the most feeling manner, to return to the obedience of his faith; 
but all to no effect. He soon went off with the woman, to a distant 
part of the city, and it was reported that he was shortly after married 
to her. Thus ended the connection between Mother Ann and Abra- 
ham Stanley. 
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7. On Ihe 25tii of December, 1775, John HockneH, wkh bia 
iamily, amved at Philadelphia, accompanied by John Partington and 
his family. From PhiladeH>hia they proceeded to New-York, where 
&ey found Mother Ann. They continued in New-York till some 
time in February following, and then went on to Albany by land. 
After the opening of the river, in the spring, they went down to 
bring up tbeir effects, and Mother A)in returned to Albany with 
them, and joined ike rest of the society. Having taken up a lot of 
new land, their next object was to pr^are for a settlement, in the 
wilderness, by clearing their land, erecting suitable buildings, and 
making oth^ necessary provisions* This they accomplished in the 
course of the summer. 

8. Thus, after passing through many trying scenes. Mother Ann 
and those who stood faithful with her, were collected together, and 
in the month of September, 1776, took up their residence in the 
woods of Watervliet, near Niskeyuna, about seven miles north-west * 
of Albany. The place being then in a wilderness state, they began, 
with inde&tigable zeal and industry, and through additional suffer- 
ings, to prepare the way for a permanent settlement, where they 
could enjoy their &ith in peace, amid the tumults of the war, in 
whic^ the country was then involved. Here they waited with pa- .' 
fjeace God's appointed time, for the opening of the testimony of that 
everiastii^ gospel, for which they had already suffered so much, 
and which, above all other things, was the nearest to their hearts. 
Here they occupied themselves in improving their new settlement, 
and providing for their comfortable subsistence; and here they held 
Iheir solemn meetings, and offered up their devotions to God, full 
three years and a half, until the way was prepared for the com- 
mmicement of their testimony to the world, in the spring of thd 
year 1780. 

9. In the year 1779, Mother Ann often encouraged her compan- 
ions, by telling them that the time was just at hand when many would 
come and embrace the gospel, and directed them to make provisions 
for it, which they did according to their abilities. This same year, a 
remarkable revival of religion commenced in New-Lebanon and the 
^jacent towns, attended with many extraordinary circumstances of 
conviction, which greatly awakened the zeal of preachers and people. 
Muiy were powerfully wrought upon, both in body and spirit, and 
^e^lj^nvipted of their fallen state. Many also, who had been 
professors of religion, began to see the false foundation on which they 
had hitherto built their hopes of salvation. Many were favored with 
gifts of visions and prophecies, by which they saw and testified that 
the day of redemption was at hand, that the second coming of Christ 

I was nigh, even at the door; and their meetings resounded with loud 
erim ta Qod for his kingdom to come. 
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IQ. Their meetings were also attended with ppreat power of .God, 
and a strong testimony against all sin; and the various exercises and 
gifts of tlie spirit among the people, mamfested the most convincing 
evidences of a real work of (jod. Some, under a deep conviction of 
their sins, were crying for mercy; others felt unspeakably happy in 
the joyful visions and revelations of the glory of the latter day, and 
of the commencement of the* kingdom of Christ on earth, which was 
to put an. end to wars and fightings, and all manner of violence, re- 
store peace on earth, make an end of sin, bring in everlasting right* 
eousness, and gather the saints into one harmonious communion. 

11. The work was powerful and swifl, but of short duration. In 
a few months their visions and prophecies ceased, the extraordinary 

, power of their testimony seemed to be at an end, and none of those 
things of which they had testified, as yet appeared. In this situation 
they were filled with deep distress and anxiety of mind; yet still 
retained their confidence In the hear approach of Christ's kingdom, 
and continued their assemblies with earnest prayers, and exhortations, 
encouraging one another to maintain their faith and hope, to wait 
with patience, to pray and not faint. 

12. This was the state of the people in the spring of 1780, when 
some of them providentially visit^ Mother Ann and her little family, 
and were soon convinced that they \<rere in the very work for whieb 
they themselves had been so earnestly praying, and for which they 
had been looking and waiting with such ardent expectations. At- 
tracted by the report of these, others were induced to visit them; 
and the fame of these strange people, who lived in this obscure cor- 
ner in the wilderness, soon extended far and wide. IVlany resorted 
to see them, from New^I^ebanon and the country round, and when 
they heard the new and living testimony, and saw the various and 
extraordinary operations of Divine Power among them, they were 
fully confirmed in the belief, that Christ had, in very deed, appeared 
again on earth. Many from various parts of the country, and of 
almost every denomination, embraced the faith of the society. 

13. Many of the new converts, as might be expected, were filled 
with great power and zeal; but for the want of experience and un- 
derstanding, they were not able, at all times, to exercise their zeal 
according to the dictates of wisdom. Many times they exhibited a 
degree of wildness and enthusiasm in their conduct, which, to the 
beholders, appeared like the greatest inconsistency and delusion, and 
especially to such as trusted in the forms of religion, while they were 
ignorant <^ its internal power. To the natural man, such views of 
a new and singular manifestation of religion, were very natural ; 
especially as its light and testimony struck at the ve;ry root and foun- 
dation of tii^ fallen nature of iQ^p. 

14. These things, however, were viewed in a y«ry diffiwent ligiit 
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bf tiboM who were spnitiuiUy minded. But if it wMBMfimes hap* 
pened tiiat irregularities took place, which were inconsistent with the 
iaith of the teatinumy, they were discoaatenanced by the leading 
characters of the society. The work was all new to ^se who em- 
braced it, and the leaders being few in number, and the work exten- 
st?e, irregulanties could not always be foreseen nor preyented. And 
wheare the destruction of &e old heavens, with all their false systems, 
and of the old earth with ail ito corruption and wickedness, was be- 
ginning to take place in the soul, in order to establish the new in the 
place thereof, it must necessarily produce a commotion in the human- 
system, like the clashing of two opposite elements. These effecti 
will always be viewed in their true light, by those who are divinely 
enlightened, and who we able to diseeiti the true source from whehce' 
they proceed. <> ' 

15. Such a reoiaricable event, however, could not take place 
without exciting great agiiition in the public mind. Hence many 
conjectures were in circulatien concerning Aese strange pe<^e, and 
e^eciaUy eoacemiiig their female leadM". By some she was strongly 
sui^iected of witchtyrafty and the (^d accusation was in substance 
revived; V^ She casteth out devils by Beelzebub/' But as it was a 
time of wars said fighttTigg, (the country being then engaged in 
ilfi revolutionary struggle,) and those who received tiie testimony, 
were averse to war, advantage was taken of this circumstance to 
represent them- as enemies to the country. Accordingly they were 
accoaed of maintaining a secret correspondence with the enemy, 
and the charge of treason was publicly alleged against them . In 
consequence of these , accusations, which had no fdUndotion, but' in 
the enmity of a persecuting spirit, Mother Ann, and a number of 
the leading characters were, in v^the month of July following, im* 
imsoned in Albany.* f:..^ X[\'^.l r"! \',^^^^'": "i^ -^ ' ' -^ r-.^ ^ 

16. Tho' the charge. of til^ason was the ostensible cause of this im*^ 
priscmment; yetita[^)6ared evident tiiat the real object of their accusera 
was, to break up the society, and thereby su2press the growing testis 
mony. But so far from effecting this object, the testimony had af- 
lerw^uxls a more rapid and extensive circulation than before. For 
when it was once understood that an innocent people were actually 
thrown into prison,* on account oi their rel^on, the circumstance' 
naturally excUed great sympathy among the more considerate part 
of the communhy, and great inquiries wm*e made concerning the 

/ * Notking coald be more nnjwt and anfoanded than this charge. Mother Ann, at the 
commencement of the war, and freqnently afterwards, testified by the spirit of prophecy, 
that ii woidd tercunate in the separation of the colonies from the British governmetit j 
ibat liberty of conscience would be established in this countryj and ttot the way wouhi 
he thus prepared for the building up of Christ^s Kingdom in thit'favbred land. She could 
uo( therefore act afKBiet her own teeliineay. 

r ■ '^«^- i'Yw>'t <^*^ ^ 

•; , , ^i >...x )/••' ' " ^ ^^ *" '^' Digitized by Google 



20. COHttSNGEMSST OF THE [PAET I. 

religious tenets of a people who were jadged desendng of sueh harsh 
treatment. 

17. Hence they were visited by- multitudes of people from vaps; 
ous quarters, and from many miles distant; and evei^y honsst.and can::^ 
did enquirer was soon convinced, not only of the innocence of the 
people, but of the truth of their testimony. There were also many 
sensible men who expressed their disapprobation of these intolerant 
proceedings against an innocent people, for no other cause, in reality 
than their religious faith and testimony, and especially at a time when 
the nation itself was contending for its civil and religious rights. 

And all who were seriously awakened to a feeling sense of their loss 
from God, and of their need of salvation, and who were willing to 
endure the cross of Christ, regardless of popular clamor and the 
eapity of persecutors, readily embraced the testimony. 

18. Their enemies were highly offended when they saw their main 
object defeated by this success of the testimony. And as Mother 
Ann was the founder and principal leader of this new sect, which 
was '* every where spoken against," they naturally concluded that, 
by separating her from her fjpllowers, they would soon be dispersed, 
and the society come to an end. Accordingly,^ about the middle of 
August, they sent her down the river, with a view to banish her to 
the British army, which was then in New-York. But not being able 
to accomplish their object, she was landed at Poughkeepsie, and im- 
prisoned in the jad of that town. ^But notwithstanding all these enr 
deavors to destroy the society and stop the progress of the testimony, 

/it still continued to increase by a constant accession of numbers 
I from various quarters. 

19. About the 20th of December following, those who had been 
confined in Albany, were released without any trial; having been 
confined five months, without any shadow of evidence to justify their 
imprisonment. Being now released, they visited Mother Ann at 
Poughkeepsie, and through their intercession with Gov. Geo. Clinton, 
who had not before been made acquainted with ihetse circumstances, 

I cdie was released about the last of December. Thus ended the only 
( imprisonment tliat Mother Ann suffered in America; an imprisonment 
I which was designed to suppress her influence, and-^heck the progress 
I of the society; but through the overruling hand of Divine Provi- 
dence, it was the occasion of a far more extensive circulation of her 
testimony, and a greater increase of the society, than any event that 
had ever before ttdcen place. 

20. After Mother Ann and her companions were released from 
prison, they returned to Watervliet, where they spent the remainder 
of the winter and spring, and were constantly visited by those who 
had embraced the testimony, and also by many others from the sur- 
rounding country. And the' many came from motives of curiosity; 
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yet no honest soul, who candidly examined the testimony, and viewed, 
without prejudice, the wonderful operations of the power of God 
which prevailed in their meetings, could go away without a full con- 
viction that the work of God was among them. But they were often 
afflicted with mockers and scoffers, whose main object was to seek 
for evil, and seize upon every occasion to scandalize the work, and 
Vilify the subjects of it. Such were ever ready to judge with an evil 
eye, and from the decisions of an evil heart, to fix the stamp of evil 
upon whatever they saw among the people. Hence arose those nu- 
merous evil reports which have been so industriously circulated, by 
reprobate characters, to the present day. 

21. On the 31st of May, 1781, Mother Ann set out on a journey 
to Harvard, in the state of Massachusetts. In this journey she was 
accompanied by William Lee, James Whittaker, Samuel Fitch, Mary 
Partington and Margaret Leeland. In the course of her journey, 
she visited many who had before embraced her testimony, encourag- 
ing and confirming them in their faith by those extraordinary mani- 
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festations of the power of God which always attended her ministry;] 
and tho' the spirit of opposition manifested itself, more or less,! 
wherever she went; yet numbers were added to the faith. She ar-' 
rived in Harvard the latter part of June, where she was shortly visited 
by great numbers of the inhabitants, and by many others from vari- j 
ous parts of the country. Many embraced her testimony, and, as is » / . 
natural on such occasions, the spirit of Antichrist was greatly alarmed ; | ^ 
at the danger to which he saw his kingdom exposed, through the » /" 
prevailing influence of the testimony of truth, "^^o* *» %Pt-^ • \*- 

22. Persecution, the usual engine of religious intolerance, was im- ^~ 
mediately set in motion; and no means were left untried to arrest 
the progress of the testimony. Every evil report and every wicked 
device, that falsehood and malice could dictate, were called forth to 
calumniate and debase the character of Mother Ann and her com- 
panions, and render them odious in the eyes of the people, with a 
view to excite them to acts of persecution. The charges of being 
enemies and traitors to the country; of having fire arms and muni- 
tions of war concealed among them; of living in drunkenness and 
debauchery, and practicing witchcraft and other base crimes, were 
continually alleged against them. 

23. In consequence of these accusations, they su&red much per- 
sonal abuse, and on several occasions, they were so shamefully and 
cruelly abused, particularly at Harvard and Petersham, that, to all 
human appearance, it seemed as tho' nothing short of Divine Power 
could hare preserved their lives. The people also, who embraced the 
testimony, often suffered a large share in these abuses; being scour- 
ged with whips, beaten with clubs, stoned, kicked and dragged about 
by their legs -and arms, and sometimes by the hair of their heads. 
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and driven from place to place, in the most cruel and abusive man- 
ner; so that many of them but narrowly escaped with their lives; 
and numbeps carried through life, the scars and marks of abuse which 
they then received from their cruel 'and inhuman persecutors. 
Through all these trying scenes they were evidently protected and 
supported by the power and .providence of God; so that notwithstand- 
ing many attempts were made upon the lives of the believers, yet no 
life was suffered to be taken. 

24. But judgments appeared evidently to follow all the most ac- 
tive and violent of these persecutors. Some who were before rich 
and prosperous in their temporal circumstances, soon after these per- 
secutions, met with some extraordinary reverses of fortune, lost ail 
their property and came to beggary, and were finally reduced to the 
necessity of going to the very people whom they had before perse- 
cuted, to beg alms. Some came to sudden and untimely deaths; 
others became insolvent and left the country to avoid their creditors. 
Some who had before sustained a respectable character in society, 
soon after lost all their reputation, in consequence of drunkenness and 

' other base practices; others ended their days by suicide. In short, 
these misfortunes were so general upon those who had acted a con- 
spicuous part in these persecutions, that they occasioned the follow- 
ing general remark among the inhabitants; " These Shaker drivers 
are all coming to nothing.^' 

25. These persecutions, however, like the imprisonment at Alba- 
ny, served only to accelerate the means of extending the testimony, 
which greatly increased the number of believers. It may be proper 
to remark here, that notwithstanding all the persecutions and impri- 
sonments that Mother Ann, and the Elders with her, suffered from 
time to time, both in England and America, and all the accusations 
ever raised against them by the tongue of slander; yet no charge 
against their moral characters was ever substanUated. The Cam-like 
enmity of their persecutors was evidently directed against their reli- 
gious faith, and the purity of their lives, which was a living testimo- 
ny to condemn those abominations in which their persecutors lived. 
'' If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much 
more them of his household ?" 

26. During the residence of Mother Ann aiid the Elders, in Har- 
vard, they visited many places in that quarter, and passed through 
many severe trials and sufferings for the testimony of the gospel; but 
were blessed, in their labors, with many powerful gifts of God, and 
succeeded in planting the word of God in the hearts of many. In 
the course of their labors with the believers, they ministered much 
divine instruction, enlightened the understandings of many who 
embraced the testimony, and taught them how to bear their crosses, 
how to overcome their evil propensities, and gain a final victoxy 
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&nr the Bstixre of ei41 in their tywn souls. In ^lort, they were taught 
bow to travel in the way of Grod, how to increase and gfrow in love 
and union» peace and harmony, and' how to gain that abiding trea- 
sure which was necessary to support them tiirough all the trying 
scenes of this life, and (it them for the everlasting kingdom of Chrirt 
hereafter. 

27. About the beginning of July, 1783, they left Harvard to re- 
turn to the westward. On their journey Aey visited Petersham, 
Cheayre, Richmond, Hancock and StockKridge, in Massachusetts, 
and New-Lebanon and Stephentown, in the State of New-York.-^- 
In all these places they were followed by great multitudes of people, 
had many powerful meetings, and suffered much persecution, par- 
ticulariy in New-Lebanon, where they were most siiamefully and 
GFi^lly abused. On the 4th of September, they left New-Lebanon 
and retiotied to Watervliet, having been absent two years and three 
months. Here they were again visited by great numbers from all 
parts of the country where the testimony had been received; and 
here they continued their powerful meetings, where many souls were 
awakened by the sound of the gospel, and felt the purifying fire of 
Zion; and^ who were faithful and honest-hearted, were instructed, 
strengthened and encouraged, according to their needs and circum- 
stances, in all things, both spiritual and temporal. 

28. On the 21st of July, 1784, the society was called to sustain 
a serious and affecting trial in the decease of Elder William Lee, 
who had been a powerful support to Mother Ann, in the great weight 
of care which such a body of believers brought upon her. This event 
was the means of preparing the minds of the believers for a still 
heavier trial, which they sensibly felt that they must soon experi- 
ence, in the Joss of the visible presence and protection of their dearly 
beloved Mother, the thought ai which seemed almost insupportable 
to many. Beiny herself sensible that her time was short, she often 
reminded the pe^le of it, and often exhorted them to faithfulness 
and perseverance in the vray of God. 

29. Having finis hed her work on earthy she was called to bid adieu 
to all terrestrial things, and was released from her labors, her sor- 
rows and her sufferings, and calmly resigned her soul to God, on the 
morning of the 8th of September following. This solemn event was . 
severely felt and deeply deplored by all her faithful children ; but 
their present loss was greatiy compensated by the faithful labors of 
Elder James Whittaker, who succeeded her in the ministry and who 
was henceforth called Father James. 

30. The society being now deprived of the visible presence and 
protection of Mother Ann, Father James saw and felt, with many 
others, the necessity of laboring for an increase of tiie substance of 
the gospel among the people, in order to maintain the testimony and 
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protect them from the snares of wkkedness which surrovaded tham, 
and the flood of opposition which now seemed ready to burst in upon 
(hem from every quarter. Mother Ann's decease being publicly 
known, it was generally and confidently believed by the world 
around them, that the society would be dissolved, and the people 
return to their former course of life; so that (as they often expressed 
themselves) '' the deluaon would soon be at an endr*' According to 
\ this belief, evgi^ijnaans >yhich..Satan .could devise^ was made use of, 
^ to seduce the believers from their duty, and turn their minds from the 
j faith. ^ 

I 31. But the foundation being laid by Jesus Christ, and established 
I by the will of God, upon the rock of ages, it could not be over- 
' thrown by the agency of man nor the malice of devils. And tho' 
I numbers, from time to time, fell off, and lost their union and rela- 
' tion to the work of God; yet this did not destroy the testimony, not 
i weaken the confidence of the faithful. For it has ever proved true, 
as testified by Mother Ann, and the first witnesses of the gospel with 
her, that no truly faithful soul has ever been left without the protec- 
tion of God; because the faithfulness and obedience of such will al- 
ways ensure^ God's protection. And it has proved equally true, ac- 
cording to the same testimony, that the unfaithful are like withered 
braoches; tho' they may hang on for a season, and be sustained by 
- ^ the tree; yet when storms arise and winds blow, and there is a shak- 
'^ „ ing among the green trees, then the dry limbs and branches must fall 
j" *'. oflf; for they can hold on no longer. 

I 32. The society having, through great labor and much tribulation, 
! purged out many remaining corruptions; and gained an increasing 
: power and victory over the fallen nature of the flesh, and having 
, attained to a great degree of spiritual light and sensation, were able 
J to discern and mark, more clearly, the distinction '' between the pre- 
cious and the vile," and to draw more closely, the line of separation 
which wasmecessary to protect the people from the snares of sin. 
/•" " And all those who had been faithful and honest hearted, being now 
'• \ firmly established in the increasing work of God, were led in their 
.travel to see and feel the necessity of being gathered into a more 
.:' united body, for the benefit of greater protection, and a further 
' increase of their spiritual t^vel. In the autumn of 1785, was raised 
the first house for public worship ever built by the Society. From 
this time the affairs of the Society began to assume a more regular^ 
form and order. 

33. During the ministration of Father James, he visited almost 
every place where the testimony of the gospel had been received, 
teaching, encouraging and strengthening the believers in their most 
holy faith. In this time they found a great increase in their faith and 
understanding, and in their power and victory over the nature of 
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efily and were gradoally prepared for that gospel order and union, 
k things spiritual and temporal, which was afterwards estabiisbed 
among Aeoi. Father James having laid the foundation for tiie 
estabUsbment of order, and finished the work which was given 
kirn to do, departed this life at Enfield, in Connecticut, July 20tb, 
1787. -rW*-^ i'v^^tT jfp.v U^rw /A4^o*.i-j.., >c*^,ji ct.^. ' 

34. Fatlier James was succeeded in the^ ministry by Joseph Meack* 
am, who was a native ofEnfield in Connecticut, born February 1 Ith, 
1740. He was a man of deep penetration and strong mental pow- 
ers; he hs^ formerly been a Baptist preacher, and was a leading 
character in the forementioned revival at New-Lebanon. Lucy 
Wrights a woman greatly distinguished for her fkithfulness, wis3omi 
and discretion, M[a^ also ^hosejl and appointed as the first leading 
character in the female line\ ' She was a nai^ve of Pittsfield, in, Mas- 
sachusetts, bom February 5th, 1760. These two had been eminently 
useful during Father James's ministry, and had ably supported him 
in protecting, strengthening and encouraging (he people, and prepar- 
ing them for the increasing work which was to follow. 

35. In the progressive manifestations of spiritual light whick 
brought that increase to view, these two were established by the gift 
of Gpd, as s^ritual parent^ in church rdation, and first ministers of 
gospel order; and were supported by the general approbation of the 
people. Under their«ministration the people began to gather into a 
united body, and were gradually formed into church relation at New- 
Lebanon, and connected their interest in one united inheritance, so 
as to become one in all things, bofii ^ritual and temporal, '* having 
all things in common." 

36. After the example of the church in this place, societies were 
formed in many other places where the gospel had been planted, and 
successively establi^ed upon the -same foundation and principles of 
order and government, as branches of the Mother-church at New- 

(jLehanon. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Some fotrtker acccunt of the life, character and mmbtry of 
Mother Ann Lee* 

1. MoTHEK Ann Lee, in her personal appearance, was a woman 
rather below the common stature of woman; thick set, but straight 

• Tho' the mere description of Mother Ann's perion aiuJ raanners -cannot perpetuate 
the memory of her heavenly virtues ; yet as some very distorted representations of both 
hare been poblished te the world by those who never saw her face, and who were in^ 
debted to her mo^ malicions enemies for their disingenuous descriptions, we cannot 
(herefure be excused in passing them over in silence. 
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fod «tkerwi«i» weK pn^KwUon^d $od rtfulnr » f«rin «id featurgg . 
Her oomplexkua wns liglit ftod fair, and her ^es were bine, bat 
Jceea »n4 penetratiiig ; h» countoBanoe was niild and expreaniv, 
koi. grav^ 9fi4 9oleatm. Uer natural constitutioii was sauod, strong 
and healthy. Her manners were plain, nmple and easy; yet she 
possessed a certain digraty of appearance that inspired ccmfidenoe 
mid commanded respect. By many of the werld, who saw her 
witl^Mt {MMJodioe. she was called beauttftd ; and to her iuthM 
johildieni she aj^isared to possess a degree of digntied beautfr and 
heavenly love, whidi they had never before dbconrered amaoji^ 
moitals.. . . 

2. She poB SS iliP d mmarkahle powers and facnllies of mind in na- 
•liire* which were greatly ei^rged and atnm^tbmied by the gift of 
9od. At times, wbea mder the power and operation .of fte Holy 
^Spirit, her countenance shone witilk the glory of Qod, and her form 
And fctions a^peeired diviaely beautiful and very angelic The power 
Jiad influence of her ^irit, at such times, was great beyond descrip- 
tion; and no one was able to gainsay or resist the aulbority by which 
ibe fipoice. 

3. Tho' her words w«» lew, yet they alwi^ seemed adapted to 
iUb^ occasion, and U dad not appear that she evor spoke in vain. 
Her wih^ soul appeared to be always engaged^in the work of God, 
s»d the Spirit of God seemed to lureathe (facough ail her words and 
j^c^ns* Shs incited into the hearts of her faithful childrm the 
greatest lisar of Ck>d, imd excited their highest admiration, love and 
-respect. But in reproving ain and sinners, the power of her ^irit 
seemed irresistible, and often struck terror into the souls of every one 
present. Her admonitions were sharp, powerful and penetrating; yet 
while she struck ait that wlMch was evil, die seemed always anxious 
to separate and preserve the good. 

4. Her sotd was frequently inspired with such divine ^cacy, that, 
with a single word or touch of her hand, she would often raise indi- 
viduals, and many times, with a few words, a whole assembly, from 
a state of deep distress *and tribulation of soul, to a stAte of great 
heavenly joy and comfort Again, ahe has often ministered, in a 
few words, to a large assembly, such a measure of the power of 
conviction and repentance, that in a few minutes the floor has been 
wet with tears. 

6. She possessed a degree of discernment and penetration which 
* nothing short of Divine Wisdom could inspire, hi her hd>ors with 
young believers, she seemed to penetrate the inmost recesses of their 
souls, and would often lay open the state of their minds more clearly 
than they were able to do of themselves. It often seemed that not a 
foul near her couhl hide the most secret feelings from her; and in 
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wfaftleTOr she asKitod for trath, Iho' ct the lime e^er to doal>tftiI to 
others, she was never known to be in the least mistaken. 

6. Her mind roes superior to the ordinary passions of human na^ 
tmv, and her great labor seemed to be, to subdue those passions in 
her followers, and to inspire tbeir souls, with divine and heavenly af- 
fections. During the whole period of her ministry, she was never 
known to be in the least degiee rutted, or out of temper with any 
one ; but erea in the severest reproof, she appeared to feel unbounded 
charity for those she reproved, and anxious only to put away the evil 
asd cherish the good. 

7. Tho' Mother Ann, in the course of her ministry, passed through 
raaay series of sorrow and tribulation of soul; yet she was often 
filled with heavenly joy and comfort. When she rejoiced undei 4he 
intuence of Divine Power, her joy seemed far above all earthly joys; 
4he heavenly melody of her voice, in the gift of divine songs, was 
beyond description; and to those around her, it seemed as if .bsr 
whole soul was in harmony with the angelic host, rejoicing in the 
mansioBs of gk»y. When she wept, it appeared as tho' every feeling 
person was constrained to weep with her. She was often in tears and 
siqiplication before God; and such was the divine sympathy of her 
weeping soul, as often to melt the feelings of a whole assemUy into 
tears with her; and it seemed at such times, as tho' the very sound 
of her voice was enough to cause the most adamantean heart to break 
and 3rield beiore Qod. In times of tribulation she was often heaiNl 
to say, " There is no sorrow like my sorrow." It appeared that 
every feeling and faculty of her soul and body was wholly devoted to 
the will of God in all things. She often said, '* Once I served God 
'' through fear; but now I serve him through love.*' 

8. So great was lier sense of the lost state of mankind,' and so ar- 
dent her desire for their deliverance from the bondage of sin, and 
irom the awful state of misery which she clearly foresaw awaited 
sinners, that she was often in the deepest agony of soul, and the most 
fervent cries to God for their salvation. In expressing her compas- 
sionate fedings to (he believers, on this subject, she often wept like 
a child under the most excessive sorrow. 

9. Mother Ann, in her ordinary manners and deportment, was 
meek, simf^ and harmless, very just, upright and conscientious in 
all her conduct, and very careful to wrong no one in any manner 
whatever, and she was always ready to acknowledge an act of kind- 
ness from any person, even from her most inveterate enemies. She 
often manifested, with great humility and thankfulness, her continual 
dependence on the gift of God, and humbly acknowledged bis good- 
ness and mercy to her under all her trials and sufferings, and fre- 
quently expressed her thankfulness for the blessings she received. 
She was far from assuming to herself any power or autibority what- 
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ever; but that which was giren her of God, she iRstt herself bound 
to exercise in strict obedience to lus Divine Will. When any of the 
believers kneeled before her, she would often say, '' Don't kneel to 
me, but kneel to God; I am but your fellow servant" She often 
kneeled herself, when any one kneeled before her. 

10. In her daily deportment she manifested the most distingui^- 
ing marks of humiliation. She frequently waited on those who came 
to see her, with the same attention and assiduity as tho' she had been 
a mere servant in the family. When people came who were fatigued 
with their journey, who were feeble, wet or cold, she often used to 
wait upon them with the greatest kindness, and with her own hands, 
make all necessary provision for their comfort. Sometimes, wlule 
waiting upon them, ^e would say, *^I am among you as one that 
serveth." When great numbers of people were collected and assem- 
bled at the table, she often waited upon them with all the attention of 
a dutiful and faithful servant. 

11. She never repined at poverty, nor desired delicious fare for 
herself; but always accommodated herself to her circumstances, how- 
ever poor or scanty her provisions; and would readily economize in 
such a manner as to render the poorest fare comfortable, and make 
a litde suffice. When occasion required, she would cheerfully make 
her meal on the fragments left by others, and say, "This is good 
enough for me; for it is the blessing of God, and must not be lost.'' 
She many times took such occasions, both at home and abroad, to 
teach the people prudence and economy, and was often heard to 
speak to them after this manner : " You must be prudent and saving 
** of every good thing that God blesses you with; so that you may 
*' have wherewith to give to them that stand in need. You cannot 
" make a spear of grass nor a kernel of grain grow, if you knew 
*' you must die for the want of it. It is by the blessing of God that 
" these things come : therefore you ought not to waste the least 
" thing." 

12. Mother Ann was very remarkable not only for her humility, 
charity and zeal to do good; but also for her temperance, sobriety, 
industry, prudence and good economy. Being herself wholly devo- 
ted to the cause of God, she was ever faithful in her endeavors, both 
by precept and example, to plant the same good qualifications in 
her followers; so that in all things, she was a pattern of godliness, 
and showed herself to be a Mother indeed, in every good word and 
work. 

13. In her labors and instructions for the increase of the gospel 
among the believers, she spared no time nor pains; but seemed 
willing at all times to spend her strength and her life for the ad- 
vancement of the work of God. She often used to say to the believers 
who visited her, and were about to return home, " The sfospel is 
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'' &e grea t est treasure that soals can ponets; go home and be faith- 
'* M; put jour hands to work, and give yoar-hearto to Qod. Be- 
** ware of covetoumess, which is as ihe sin of witchcraft; if you 
" have an3rtiiing to spare, give it to the poor." Her love and charity 
seemed boundless, always ready to. succor the afflicted, and minister 
to the wants of the needy. She often said to those in comfortable 
circumstances, "How many poor creatures there are in the world 
*^ who suffer with hunger and cold, and here you have enough ! How 
" thankful you ought to be to Grod for his tender mercies towards 
" you !" . 

14. Mother Ann often called the attention of the believers to faith- 
fulness in the care and management of their temporal concerns. 
She frequently enjoined it upon them as a necessary duty, to be 
industrious in business; to be neat and cleanly, and observe good 
economy; to be prudent and saving, and let nothing be lost through 
carelessness or neglect ; to use the things of this world as ftot 
abustTig them; to avoid equally covetousness and prodigality; to 
be kind and charitable to the poor, and to keep clear of debt. 
These things were strictly enjoined upon the believers, from time to 
time, as matters of importance to secure a spiritual blessing. For it 
was oflen testified by Mother Ann, and proved by the experience of 
many, that those who were unfaithfid in temporal things, could not 
find the blessing and protection of God in their spiritual travel : hence 
a faithful and wise improvement of their time and talents, in the 
things of time, was essentially necessary in order to inherit the true 
liches. 

15. In the spring of 178", while mother Ann was at Ashfield, in 
Massachusetts, where many believers had collected from a distance ; 
and having had considerable opportunity to be taught and instructed 
in the way of God, they were about to return home. In taking leave 
of them. Mother Ann spoke to the brethren as follows : **It is now 
" spring of the year, and you have all had the privilege of being 
** taught the way of God ; and now you may all go home and 
" be faithful with your hands. Every faithful man will go forth and 
** put up his fences in season, and will plough his ground in season, 
*' and put his crops into the ground in season; and such a man may 
** wi& confidence look for a blessing. But the slothful and indolent 
** will say, to-morrow will do as well, and to-morrow will do as 
*' well. Such a man never finds a blessing; if he has any thing it 
" is cUlerwards, and there secons to be no blessing in it. Just so he 
" is in ^iritual things; he will be slothful in the work of God, and 
** he will reap Iris reward. He that is unfaithful in the unrighteous 
" mammon, how can he be trusted with the true riches ?" ' 

* SeeLuks zvi. II. 
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16. Ill addressing a cexttiirsisto who was tiiv moflier of a fkmi- 
Ij, and had conaderaUe charge upon her, Mother Ann i^ke Ihus : 
*' Be faithful to keep the go^>el; be neat and industrious; keep your 
*' family's clothes clean and decent; see that your house is kept 
*' clean ; and your victuals |M?epared in good order ; that when tbe 
*' Inrethren come home irom ^eir hard work, they caA4)less you, and 
'' eat their food with thankMness, without murmuring, and be al^ 
*^ to worship Gk>d in the beauty of holiness^ Watch ai^ be careM; 
*' don't speak harsh, nor cast reflections iip<m <lie»; but let 3^oiir 
" words be few and seasoned with grace." 

17. The mother <^ a large and reqwctaMe family, wko had all 
en[^)raced the testimony, asked Mother Ami's counsel coneening 
some st^rfluities which her £umly had in possession; such as gold 
necklaces, jewels, rings, silTer buckles, imd other innaments of the 
kind, and denred to*" kdow what ^be should do with them. Mother 
Ann replied, '' You may let the moles and bats have ^em,^ that is, 
'* the children of this world : for th^ set their hearts upon such 
^' tilings; but the people of God do not want them." She thmi added, 
" You ought to dress yourself in modest apparel, such as becomes 
" the people of Grod, and teach your ftimily to do likewise. You 
'* ought to be industrious and prudent, and not live a sumptuous and 
'' gluttonous life : but labor for a meek and quiet s]»rit, and see &at 
'* your family is kept decent and regular in all their goings forth, 
" that others may see your example of ^Eoth and good works, and 
" acknowledge the work of Grod in your family." 

18. Again : in addressing the same sister, together with a numb^ 
of others who were in good temporal circumstances, she said, ** You 
*' must remember the poor and needy, the widow and the fatherless; 
'' and deal out your lH>ead to the hungry and your clothes to the na- 
" ked. Your natures will say. They may woric and get these things 
** for themselves; but Christ said. Give to him that asketh. You 
" must put away your covetousness, your lust and your filthiness, 
" and be prepared for the increase of the gOspel: for the time will 
" come when this go^l will be preached to all nations, and many 
" wiU flock to Zion to hear the word of the Lord." 

19. In answer to a certain sister who spc^e to her concerning at 
poor woman that had applied to her for help, she said, '' Remember 
'^ the cries of those who are in need and trouble; that when you are 
" in trouble, Grod may hear your cries." 

20. As Mother Ann was ever attentive to the protection and wel- 
fare of all her children, whatever their age, condition or circumstan- 
ces, she often manifested her care and concern for the youth and chil- 
dren, and frequently counselled and instructed beUeving parents oon- 

•Iniabii.SO. 
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cenmig tbeir ckBdien, and eiQ(Mned it vpcm tfaem to bring &era up 
in the fear of God, and teach them their duty. She often spoke {9 
the youth, and cMldrea herself, and counselled them to be fidthM and 
obedient to their parents; to be good children, and never sin against 
God by giving way to tfny wickedness. 

21. In the spring of 1781, while a large collection of believers 
were assembled at Watervliet, Mother Ann, in addresAng them, en- 
deavored to show them the necessity o£ becoming like little children, 
ia. order to gain an inheritance in the kingdom of God, and in her 
discourse, ^oke particularly concerning little children. " litUe 
" children," said she, '' are nearer to the Kingdom of Heaven than 
" those of riper age. Christ took little children in his arms and 
'* Ueseed them, and said. Suffer little children- to eome unto nte^ 
'* andforhid them vot; for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven, 
'* Little children are simple and innocent; thejTshould be brought 
*^ up 80, and they ought never to be lurought out of it. If they were 
" brought up in simplicity, they would receive good as 6a^ as they 
*' would evil. God at first created the soul pure and innocent; and 
'^ when souls are redeemed from their losS; they will be restored to 
'* God, and will again be pure and innocent." 

22; When^she was at Samuel Fitch's, in Richmond, (Massachu" 
setts,) where she was visited by many of the believers, ^ spoke to 
a number of the sisters who were parents, concerning children, and 
endeavored to impress upon their minds their responsibility for their 
children, whom they had been instrumental in bringmg into the 
world. She said, '^ It needs great wisdom to bring up children; and ^ 
*' if they are rightly taught, they may grow up in the way of God. 
'* You ought not to cross your children unnecessarily: for it makes 
*' them illnatured; and little children do. not know how to govern 
*' their natures. You ought not to 'blame them for every little fault 
'* or childish notion; but when they are disobedient, then let them 
'' feel your seventy, and let your word be a law to them. But you 
** ought' never to speak to your children in a passion; for if you do^ 
" you will put devils into them." 

23. Being at Elijah Wilds 's, in Shirley, Mother Ann felt a par* 
ticularimpresaon to examine the children and search out evil among 
tfaem« and soon found that they had idols and fooli^ toys in their pos- 
session. She admonished their parents for indulging their children in 
these things, and testified that such things would shut out the gift of 
God from their souls, and that if children were carefully kept from 
such fooUsh playthings, and suitably instructed by their parents, ' 
they might receive the gifts of God, and grow up in the gospel. 
"When I was a clald," sud she, " my mind was taken up with ^e 
'* things of God, so that I saw heavenly visions, instead of. trifling 
"toys," 
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24. Shortly before Mother Ann's imprisonment in Albany, a nnnabcr 
of young people came to see her, who had lately embraced the tes- 
timony with their parents. Having tarried several days, and seen 
and felt the great power of God, and leceived much good instruc- 
tion, and being about to take their leave, *i^e spoke to tiiem as 
follows : 

25. " When you return home, you must be diligent with yotnr 
'* hands; for godliness does not lead to idleness. The devil tempts 
" others; but an idle person tempts the devil. When you are at 
** work, doing your duty in the gift of God, the devil can have no 
** power over you; because then there is "no room for temptations. 
** You must be obedient to your parents. Children should obey their 
'' parents: for this is right; and the younger should submit to the 
" elder. You must cqpe up to the requirement of the law. Quist 
" did not come to destroy the law, but to fulfil it; and you must do 
** the same. Arm yourselves with meekness and patience. If you 
" improve in one talent, God will give you more. Go home and be 
'* obedient; this is the way I have found salvation, and you must 
** find it in the same way; by being obedient y 

26. A certain youth came one day to Mother Ann, with some peach 
and plum stones in his hand, and asked her if he might plant them. 
" Yea," replied she, ** do all your work as tho' you had a thousand 
** years to Uve, and as you would if you knew you must die to- 
" morrow." 

27. A young man who had but lately set out to take up his cross, 
having been overcome by a spirit of jealousy and false judging, and 
being convicted of his wrong, came and confessed it before Mother 
Ann. Afier kindly admonishing him to beware of such a spirit in fu- 
ture, she said, " Creaturesisee and judge according to the state they 
" are in, and according to the influence they are under. Wfien their 
'' senses are darkened by the flesh, and their minds are under the in- 
" fluence of an evil spirit, they see and judge according to the dic- 
** tates of that evil spirit j^but when that fleshly sense is purged away, 
" and they are under the influence of the spirit of Christ, then they 
" can ^ee and judge according to truth." 

28. While she was at Ashfield, there came a man to see her who 
was in trouble of mind ; and feeling a deep sense of his own evil na- 
ture, he said to her, " Mother, I am full of evil." She turned her 
eyer upon him, and after a momentary pause, replied, ** Nay, you 
" are not full of evil: for if you were fuU of evil, there could be 
** no room in you to receive any good» You have indeed a great 
" deal of evil in you; but this conviction that you feel is goorf." 

29. Being visited one day by some men of note, whose curiosity 
had led them to see and converse with her, and after answering their 
questions, and relating some of her religious experience and suffer- 
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logB, she concluded her discourse to tiiem in these words : " I was 
''once as you are; I had feet, but they walked in forbidden paths; 
'^ I had hemds, but they handled unclean thin^; I had eyes, but tiiey 
" saw nothing of God aright. But now my eyes see, my ears hear, 
** and my hands handle the word of life." 

30. In reproving and condemning sin, and all manner of evil, in 
feelings, wcnxis and actions, the power of Mother Ann's testimony 
was beyond description. As nothing appeared to bring such excessive 
sufferings and tribulation of soul upon her as sin among believers; so 
the evident manifestation of the power of God, through her, in repro- 
ving it; was often so extraordinary as to cause the most stubborn and 

.stout-hearted to shake and tremble in her presence, like a leaf shaken 
with the vidnd. 

31. In the autumn of 1783, when many b^evers were assembled 
at Watervliet, some individuals among them having been overcome 
with hard feelings, which broi^ht distress of soul upon Mother Ann, 
she came into the room under a solemn weight of the power of God, 
and after looking round upon the assembly, she spoke with great 
power as follows: " Hear ye my words, you that have hard feelings 
'' one against another, and yet think to keep the way of God! You 
" are awfully mistaken! You cannot prosper! Tho' you may hang 
''on for a while, yet you will certainly fall o£f, like withered 
" branches; and when you drop into hell, these bard feelings will be 
" like devouring worms to torment you! Remember my words ! — 
" You can never enter the Kingdom of God with hardness against 
" any one: for God is love; and if you love God, you will love one 
" another." 

32. At another time there came two women who were at strife 
with each other; each one venting, in bitter words, her hard feelings 
against the ot^r, and each one justifying herself and condemning 
the other. On hearing this. Mother Ann reproved them, and said, 
" You are wicked women! You are both in the wrong. Humble 
" yourselves before God, and put away your wrongs or you can 
" never be saved; and instead of your hard feelings, make confes- 
" sion to each other: for God will not acc^t you in any other way; 
" he will not love you, except you love one another." These woids 
were spoken with such great power of God, that the women were 
struck with amazement, and falling upon their knees, both confessed 
themselves in the wrong; and taking each other by the hand, they 
embraced one another with such affectionate expressions of love and 
friendship, that even the by^standers seemed much affected at the ' 
scene. 

33. Mother Ann having, on a particular occasion reproved a cer- 
tain aster, said to her, " You may always remember that the re- 
" proof of a Mend is better than the kiss of an enemy." To an^ 
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other flister whom she had reproved, she said, *' When I reprove 
" you, it is to bring your soul nearer to my sobl, and nearer to 
" God." 

34. The doctrine of confessii^ every secret sin, one by one, be- 
fore the witnesses of God, was uniformly and plainly taught by Mo- 
ther Ann, from the beginning^ of her ministry. Her labors in tins 
paitlcular, were of^en attended with such mighty power of Grod, and 
such sharp and piercing testimony, that few who heard it were able 
to resist its convicting power. Many were so powerfully wrought 
upon, that they could not refrain from crying out and confessing 
their sins on the spot. Others whose feelings were more bound by 
the fear of the cross, could find no rest, day nor night, from the tor- 
menting weight of iheiT sins, tUl they had honestly confessed them 
before some witness of God, appointed for that purpose. And every 
one who was honest and faithM in that important work, soon expe- 
rienced the forgiving power of God, and felt an inward evidence of 
umon and relation to the Kingdom of Heaven. 

35. AAer Mother Ann arrived in Harvard in the summer of 1781, 
she was visited by many people who had heard of her from coimnon 
r^rt; and ailter hearing Christ preached in his true and sinless 
cluiracter, and the loss of man laid open, and its real nature exposed 
to view, and the only possible way for souls to find redemption from 
that loss, they were convinced that Christ had come, in very deed, 
without sin unto salvation. She then addressed them as follows : 

36. " The first step of obedience that any of you can take, is to 
** confess your sins to God before his witnesses. Herein Christ is 
*' to be found as a Savior and forgiver of sins, and no where else : 
*' for herein is contained the proipise of God; but in no other way. 
'* It is the heart which God looks at: the heart with its hidden abo- 
*' minations covered and concealed from the witnesses of Christ, be- 
'' comes like a cage of unclean birds, and never can be cleansed 
** short of a full and free confession. They that honestly confess all 
*' their sins, with a full determination to forsake them forever, will 
*' find strength of God to forsake them; and in takings up their crosses 
" against every known sin, and following Christ in the regeneratuHi, 
" in that life of obedience, they will be clothed with the righteous- 
" ness of Christ, and become the sons and daughters of Giod, being 
" heirs of God and joint heirs wilh Jesus Christ."* 

37. To those who came to confess their sins to her, she said, *'If 
*' you confess your sins you must confess them to Giod : we are but 
" his witnesses." To such as asked her forgiveness die used to 
say, ** I can freely forgive you and I pray Grod to forgive you. 1 
'* is Grod that forgives sins; 1 am but your fellow servant." 
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^. Mother Aim was greatly blessed with heayenly Timons, pro- 
phecies and divine revelations; and thus, by the operation of the 
Spint of Christ, in her, she was able to reveal tiie mind and wiH of 
God to fhe people, and to administer a greater measure of divine 
light and purifying power than had been given to any people since ' 
the fall of man; but she uniformly acknowledged ihe power and 
work to be of Christ.* To relate the numerous instances of those ' 
extraordinary manifesteilions of Grod which, from time to time, she ' 
revealed to her people, and of the truth of which sh^ gave the most 
incontestable evidence, would far exceed the proposed limits of this 
work. But in justice to the cause of trutli, we think it proper to 
state a few instances of her prophetic testimony, which may not be 
unacceptable to the candid reader, especially as some of them have 
since been fully realized. 

39. In addressing an assembly of believers at Watervliet, shortly 
after her return from Poughkeepsie, she spoke as follows: " You are 
'* called in relation to all the rest of mankind; and through your faith 
** and obedience they must receive the gospel. Pain and sufferings 
** will never cease in the church until fdl souls have heard the gos- 
" pel of salvation: for this gospel will be freely offered to all soul^ 
** and will be a savor of life unto life, or of death unto death. The* 
** increase of the gospel, at the first, will be small; but the time will 
" come when souls will embrace it by hundreds and by thousands:' 
** for this testimony will overcome all nations; it will increase till 
*• the covering is t^ken off;t then mankind will see the rottenness of 
" Antichrist's foundation; then those souls that are bound in their 
** sins, will call to the rocks and to the mountains to cover them. But 
" the saints will never be overcome again by the beastiy power of 
** Antichrist. The work of God, in this day, is an inward spiritual 
** work; it is not so great, in outward appearance, as it was in past 
" dispensations; and therefore souls must be very cautious how tiiey 
** treat this gospel: for such as finally reject this testimony, will not 
** have another day.** 

40. At another time she spoke to a number of believers as fol- 
lows: " Some of you think that you will yet subdue and overcome the 
** nations of the earth; but you are mistaken: they have that work 
** tp do themselves. They will fight and devour and dash each other 
" to pieces, until they become so humbled as to be willing to re- 
" ceive the gospel.'* Again she spoke with great power and ener- 

* The foundation of the gospel was Imid in Jesns Christ, who was the chief corner 
stone, and the work of salvation can never be mere perfect in any person thairit was 
in him : for in ail things he hath the preeminence. But the fullness of his woric Was 
not then made manifest to the body; therefore, in this last dispensation, the purifyinf 
work of the gospel is more effectual in the body at large, than it was in the day of 
Christ's first appearing. 

t Sea laa. xxv. 7. 
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gy of spint, and said s " They will build up ; but God will pufi down I 
t* they will build up; but God will pull down^ until they can build 
** no more! but you will have nothing to do with it." 

41. Being one day in deep tribulation of soul, she wept with fer^ 
Tent cries to God, in consideration of the scattered state of believ- 
ers. " But," said she, *' the time will come when the church will 
'^ be gathered into order; but not till after my deceaM." She also 
•aid, '^ After my departure, there will come grievous wolves, who 
". will destroy many of the flock." Again rfie said, ** The wisdonrT 
" and knowledge and light of God wiU increase in the church until 
** Zion shall travel to her full glory." Afterwards die said, " It 
" will not be my lot nor the lot of any that came with me from En- 
'' gland, to gather and build up the church; but it will be the lot of 
^' Joseph Meacham and others. Again she said, "" Joseph Meach- 
V am is my first-bom son in America; he will gather the church in- 
•' to order; but I shall not live to see it." 

42. One day, as she was walking the floor under great power of 
God, and-singing a very melodious song by divine inspiration, her 
mind apparently abstracted from all the objects which surrounded 
Ar^ she 'suddenly stopped, and turning to the people in the room, she 
said '* I feel a special gift of God; I feel the power of God run- 
•* ning all over me." And extending her hand towards the south- 
vest, she added, *' The next opening of the gospel will be in the 
•* southwest; it will b<j at a great distance, and there will be a great 
•* work of God." And turning to £]iphalet Slosson, she said, 
•* You may live to see it; but I shall not." This prophecy she re- 
peated at cQ.flerent times, and in different places, of which numbers 
now living can bear witness. These predictions have been amply 
fulfilled. 

43. As Mother Ann was one day viewing an apple tree in full 
blossom, she said, '* How beautiful this tree looks now! But some of 
" the apples will soon fall off"; some will hold on longer; some will 
•* hold on till they are fiiU half grown, and then Ml off; and some 
•• will get ripe. So it is with souls that set out in the way of God. 
•* Many will set out very fair and soon fall away; some will go far- 
•* ther and then fall off: some will go still further, and then fall; and 
" some will go through."* 

44. Near the close of Mother Ann's labors in this world a number 
of young people from New-Lebanon came to Watervliet to see her. 
Having had considerable opportunity of instruction in the things of 
God, before they took their leave of her, to return home, she ad- 
drysad them as follows: 

^ T4ii« aauartl •imilitode thowa not what neettasarOy must take place wliera tbe seed 
Ue of S '"^'^ **"' ^^* actuaUy does take place, and is sknflar to Civtet's para- 
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45. " I have tan^t you the way of God; you must keep it 1 
^^ am but one; I do my work; you must do yours. I wish you knew 
** your day and your privilege; you have a privilege which many 
*' souls baTe desired and could not obtain. You are young, and 
** you have a privilege to take up your crosses in the prime of your 
'* activity. If you take up your crosses against the lust of the flesh, 
'* while you have power to please yourselves, you offer tc^God the 
*' first fruits of your lives; and there is a glorious crown for all who 
" take up their crosses against the flesh in this world; Such souls 
** will receive that honor and crown of glory which no other souls 
" can ever obtain. 

46. " All souls will have a privilege of this gospel, either in 
" this world or in the world of spirits; but those that have Ibe ofier 
*' of tiie gospel in this world if they finally reject it, they will ne- 
" ver have another day.* You have your day now; you can travel 
'* out of your loss by obedience, by taking up the same cross that 
** Christ did ; but souls in the world of spirits have to travel 
'* through sufferings, passing from prison to prison, until they find 
*' the mercy of God. But those who voluntarily take up their ci4lte- 
'* es in this world, »id faithfiilly endure to the end, will be more 
'* bright and glorious than any others; they will be kings oTid 
" priests u?iio GodJ*^ 

47. Mother Ann often taught the believers not to place their faith upon 
the person of any man or woman, but upon the power and g^fl of God 
manifested in the order of His appointment. ** For,'* said she, "if 
*' you place your faith upon manor woman, and they fail, you will 
" fail, but the power and gift of God never can fail." 

48. After the decease of Elder William Lee, who had been an 
able support to Mother Ann, jn Ihe great weight of care and burden 
which such a body of believers brought upon her, she began visibly 
to decline in bodily strength; and knowing tliat her work on earth 
was nearly at a close, she endeavored to prepare the minds of the 
believers for the event. She repeatedly told them that she was about 
to leave them, and often warned them to be faithful. She said, 
'* Brother William is gone, and it will soon be said of nie, that I am 
** gone too." She was continually visited by believers from a dis- 
tance, and while her strength remained, she continued to counsel 
and encourage them to faithfulness in the way of God, telling them 
that her time was short, and they must keep the way of God for 
themselves. 

4U. About three days before her decease, Job Bishopt came to 

* Meaning that they will never have another dispensation of the goapel after death ; 
b^aose this being the laat dispensation of &od's graee to man, those who finally reject 
tSi its olTers. can nave no more. . 

t A faithi al yonng believer and laborer among the people, who ie now the fir»l elder 
and father of the chnrch in New Hampthire. / 
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Watervliet, and feeling a great desire to see her once more in the 
body, she sent for him into her room. She was sitting in her chair; 
her bodily strength was far exhausted; but her mind was sound, and 
her spirit firm and solid; but calm and serene. She spoke to him 
and said, " I shall soon be taken out of this body; but the gospel 
^' will never be taken away from you, if you are faithful. Be not 
*' discoiyraged nor cast down: for God will not leave his people 
'* without a leader. Elder James and Elder Joseph will be left, 
' and there will be a great increase of the gifts of God to all who 
'" are faithfiil and obedient. Now you are a young man, and have 
** received many blessed gifts of God; go, be faithful and zealous; 
'^ and when you travel to your lot in the church, all these beautiful 
** gifts will be yours." Job wept, and expressed his sorrowful feel- 
ings in parting with her, never expecting to see her any more in this 
world. ** Be of good comfort,** said she; "cleave to Elder Jo- 
" seph; he will be your father, and will take care of you." 

50. Thus she continued, as long as her strength remained, to ex- 
hort and comfort all who came to see her. She discovered no anxi- 
ety- for herself; her principal concern seemed to be to encourage her 
children to persevere in the way of God, to comfort them in their 
sorrow, and reconcile them to her departure. And altho' her bodily 
suflFerings were great; yet she appeared calm, peaceable and com- 
fortable in spiiit, and her usual patience and fortitude appeared con- 
spicuous to the end. She continuaUy grew weaker in body until the 
8th of September, between twelve and one o'clock in the morning, 
when she breathed her last, without a struggle or a groan. Before 
her departure, she repeatedly told those about her that she was 
going home. Just before she expired, she said, " I see brother 
William coming in a glorious chario^to take me home." Elder 
John Hocknell, who was greatly gifted in visions, testified that when 
the breath left her body, he saw in vision a golden chariot, drawn 
by four white horses, which received and wafted her soul out of his 
sight.* 

• The visions, prophecies and revelations mentioned in this work, will perhaps be 
rejected by an unbelieving world, as the effects of enthusiasm, superstition and fanati- 
cism. Bat tho' there may be many, even among the professors of Christianity, who, 
generally speaking, have no fdith in such manifestations beyond the comprehension of 
their natural seni-te-i and daily experience ; yet this cannot alter the truth nor disannul 
facta. Therefore, let the sneering unbeliever reflect that the same charge will equall/ 
apply to the prophets and saints of all preceding dispensations, who abouuded in those 
gifts. Elijah went up in a fiery chariot, and a cloud received Jesus out of sight. The^ 
prophets saw many wonderful visions, and received many revelations, and by diviner 
inspiration, delivered many remarkable prophecies of future events ; and who has ever 
assured man that those who walk in the spirit of Christ, and enjoy communion with the 
heavenly world, shall not be able to see heavenly visions, and discern spiritual things, 
and be blessed with spiritual understanding, in this day, as well as under former dispeji> 
aations ? It is the darkness of a fallen nature which obscures the light of the soul, and 
the veil of the flesh which afaats celestial scenes from the view of man ; but the Spirit 
of Sod is '< the same yesterday, to-day and forever." 
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51. Thus departed from this mortal stage, that extraoidinary fo*. 
male who was chosen of God to commence, in this latter day, the 
regeneration of a lost world; in whom Christ, in very deed, appeared 
the second time without sin unto saWation; whose life of righteous- 
ness excited against her the enmity of the wicked, and against 
whose character the envenomed tongue of slander has never ceased 
to pour forth its calumnies even to this day. In her the suffering^ 
of Christ appeared conspicuous; in her the righteousness of Christ 
was clearly manifested to all her faithful followers. In her Christ 
was reyealed the Lord from Heaven, a quickening Spirit ; in her 
was renewed his example of perfect obedience to the will of his 
heavenly Father; in her was revived the way of life and salvation 
by the cross, and she plainly taught the impossibility of obtaining it 
in any other way. In her was first wrought the complete redemp- 
tion of the female; and through her ministration a way was opened 
for the restoration of the female character to its proper lot and dig- . 
nity, from which it had been degraded by the transgression of the 
first woman. 



CHAPTER V. 
A short account of the life and character of Elder William Lee. 

1. William Lee was the fourth son of Jolm Lee, and the brother 
of Mother Ann Lee. He was born in the town of Manchester, in 
England, in 1740, and was brought up in the occupation of a black- 
smith by his father. He was married, and had one son; and was 
afterwards an officer of horse in the king's royal guard, belonging 
to a volunteer regiment called the Oxford Blues. 

2. In his person he was of a commanding figure, rather above 
middling height, thick set, large limbs, and strong body. His hair 
was of a light chesnut brown, his eyes blue, his countenance open 
and very bold, calculated to inspire confidence and respect. He 
possessed a strong and robust constitution ; his voice was strong, 
clear and sonorous ; in short, he was very remarkable for his 
strength, both of body and mind. Li his faith he was firm, zeal- 
ous and powerful. He feared not the face of man; but was faith- 
ful, laborious and persevering in the cause of God. In times of 
mobs and persecutions he was always undaunted, and often testified 
against the wickedness of his persecutors with a boldness and con- 
fidence which clearly evinced that he was a stranger to the fear of 
man. 
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3. Concemmg his first embracing the testimony of ike gospel, he 
gave the following account of himself. That he was a proud, haughty 
young man, fond of dress and gaiety, and ambitious of honor and 
fame : that in the midst of his pursuit of worldly glory, he fell under 
deep conviction of sin^^ In this state of mind he went to see his si»- 
ter Ann, who was then a member of the society under the ministry 
of James and Jane Wardley. When he arrived at his sister's, bein^ 
very gaily dressed, she reproved him for his pride, showed him his 
dangerous situation, and greatly increased his convictions. He im- 
mediately threw off his ruffles and his silks, and put his hands to work 
and his heart to God, and faithfully labored to find the forgiveness of 
his sins and acc^tance with God. 

4. Concerning some of his religious exercises, in the first of his 
faith, he gave the following account. ** Before I confessed my sins, 
*^ I felt great tribulation; and after I had confessed them, L cried to 
" God, day and night, till I heard an audible voice firom Heaven, 

* ** saying, William^ thy sins are forgiven^ He further said, 
*' Mother's testimony was so awakening to my soul, that when I was 
" at work over my anvil, I sometimes felt so weary that I would 
" have given any thing if I could have set down and rested myself 
'* upon my anvil one minute; but I durst not; for I felt my soul, as 
*' it were, upon the point of a needle, and therefore kept my hands 
** to work, and my soul in continual labor to Grod. And often when 
" I went to my meals, I felt so unworthy to put any of the creation 
** of God into my mouth, that T could not eat, but wept and went back 
" to my work again." 

5. He further stated, that he firequented the society of James and Jane 
Wardley; and whan he was in tribulation, he sometimes opened his 
trials and feelings to them, and was encouraged by them; but instead 
of crying to God for victory over the evil which caused his tribula- 
tion, he suffered himself to rest upon their encouragement, which 
gave him some releasement'of mind. But when he returned to his 
sister again, she would often spoil his comfort by shewing him his 
real ^tuation, which would again plimge him into deeper tribulation 
than he had felt before. This made him cry earnestly to God, till he 
gained rekasement for himself, according to her counsel. 

6. When Motlier Ann received the revelation of God against the 
flesh, William united with her, and zealously stood forth in her de- 
fence against her persecutors. This raised the enmity of his neighbors 
and acquaintances, who opposed and persecuted him. He frequently 
suffered abuse from mobs and persecutors, and some of the scars 
which he received from the wicked, in consequence of his faith and 
testimony, he carried with him through Hfe. He once received a 
stroke vipon his head, from a noob, with an iron fire-hook, which 
fractured his skull; he fell apparently dead, and bled profusely. But 
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be was evidently supported by divine power, and the wicked, with 
all their abuses, were never able to overcome his faith, nor suppress 
his testimony. 

7. He passed through many scenes of suffering, both of body and 
soul, and seemed destined, through the whole course of his faith, to 
suffer for the gospel's sake. Tho' in his creation he was a man of 
remarkable strength of body, as well as of fortitude of mind; yet 
such was oflen the degree of his sufferings, that he has been, in a 
short time, reduced to the weakness of a child, through excess of 
sufferings. But he was oflen suddenly released by the power of God, 
and often had his soul instantly filled with heavenly songs of joy 
and comfort. It is asserted by those who were intimately acquaint- 
ed with him during the whole period of his ministry in America, 
that he was truly '^ a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;" — 
that he was indeed an apostle in sufferings; and that, at times, when 
he was released from sufferings, he was often filled with such ful- 
ness of heavenly joy, that bis soul seemed to be in the mansions of 
glory. 

8. Elder William's soul was greatly enriched with the gifts of 
God, in visions, revelations, and other divine manifestations; and he 
abounded in mercy, love and charity ; but possessed a very pow- 
erful spirit, and maintained a swift testimony against all sin. Tho' 
he seldom spoke much in public; yet he was eminently useiiil in 
teaching, encouraging and strengthening the believers under all 
their trials and difficulties. He was remarkable for tenderness of 
heart, and would often weep like a child, for the sufferings and af- 
fiictions of God's people. In tears he oflen expressed lus great 
thankfulness for the gospel, and for the gifts and blessings of God, 
both in things spiritual and temporal. So feelingly alive was his 
soul to the goodness and mercy of God, even for the smallest bene- 
fits, that he has been observed, when going to wash hims^, to weep 
and say, '\ I thank Heaven for this water; for it is the blessing of 
" Heaven." 

9^ Many times when he sat down to his meals, he would express 
his thankfulness with tears in his eyes, for the goodness of God in 
providing these temporal blessings for the comfort and support of 
life. One day at Ashfield, as he was going to sit down to tiie table 
with a number of young believers, he spoke and said, ** I fear that 
*' you ar^ not so thankful as you ought to be for the good things 
'* that God provides for you; but you wUl eat and drink of these 
*' precious things, and not consider from whence they come. The 
** sin of ingratitude is a great sin; see that you are not guilty of it. 
*' I oflen eat my food with thankfulness and tears* every mouthful I 
" eat" They sat down, and Elder William's tears flowed, with 
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frequent expressions of thankfulness to Grod, during the whole time 
they were eating. 

10. Tho' Elder William possessed great kindness and charity, and 
such flows of heavenly love, that he never failed to gain the love 
and affections of every faithful believer; yet in reproving sin, such 
was the power of God in him, that his very spirit seemed like a two- 
edged sword against sin, and every one that had any feeling sense of 
sin at such times, could not but tremble *at the sound of his voice. 
Sometimes he used to reprove the believers for walking about in a 
careless, thoughtless manner, as tho' they did not feel the fear of 
God, and would say to them, **' You ought to pass by each other 
'* like angels; but instead of that, you appear to me more like the 
" troubled sea, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. But I can but 
" be sorry for you; and it feels to me as if there were no sorrow like 
** my sorrow.'* 

11. In delivering a short and very powerful testimony against sin, 
to an assembly of believers at Petersham, in which he admonished 
the people to a faithM and honest confession of their sins, he con- 
cluded in the^e words; " Altho' we rebuke sin; yet we have nothing 
** against the soul; it is only against the devil that soweth tares 
" among the wheat. One sin, wilfully covered, will be like moun- 
" tains of lead upon the soul, to sink it from the presence of God.'* 

12. Being one day in conversation with Ephraim Welch* con- 
cerning the war which then existed in America, and the great trou- 
bles occasioned thereby. Elder William said, " Wars will never 
" cease until God has finished his work with the nations of the 
" earth; and altho' it may be buried like fire for a season; yet it 
** will break out with sevenfold increase, among the nations of the 
" earth." Again he said, " The same sword which has persecuted 
" the people of God, will be turned into the world among them- 
** selves, and it will never be sheathed until it has done its work.'* 

13. Sometimes he used to say, " We are poor; but we are able 
*' to make many rich; poor afflicted people of God! Once I served 
*' God out of fear; but now I serve him out of pure love." Some- 
times he used to say,. *• I love my Mother; altho' she is my sister; 
'* yet she has become my Mother, and the Lord God has made me 
'* to love her." When great numbers of believers came to Water- 
vliet to see them, he would often meet them at the door, and say, 
"Come in, brethren and sisters, come in; we have but Ij^e room 
*' in our house; but we have a great deal of room in our hearts." 

Tho' Elder William was not gifted in public speaking; yet he ^ 
had a very feeling soul^ and his speeches, whether in public or pri- 
vate, were often very pathetic, and always sententious and powerful 

• A beIi«v«T who lately deceased at Han«ock. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CRAP. VI.] OF ELDER JAMES WHITTAKER. 49 

capable of awakening tke attention and feelings of tiie most stupid 
and careless. He kbored but little in public word and doctrine; 
but ins g^ifl and strength nvere almost continually exercised in suffer- 
ings. His work of suffering continued to the end of his days; nor 
did be appear to die by any natural infirmity; but seemed to give 
up his life in sufferings. 

16, During the last days of his life, tho' his end was evidently 
near, and his bodily sufferings extreme; yet his soul seemed to be 
filled with the love and power of Ciod. His spirit was comfortable 
and joyful, and his zeal and fortitude unabated, even to the last 
When any of tiie brethren and sisters came in to see him, instead of 
complaining of his sufferings, he would often express his joy and 
comfort, his love to the work of God, and his desires for their faith- 
fulness and prosperity in the gospel. He was an eminent example, 
of patience and meekness under suffering's, and always maniferted 
his willingness to suffer for the increase of the gospel. 

16. Elder William delighted greatly in singing divine songsf, for 
which he had s^ remarkable gift : his voice was strong, and his music 
melodious and powerful; and when under the immediate operation of 
the power of God, it seemed like the music of some superior being. 
A little before he expired, being imable to sing, he rose from his 
bed, and asked one of the brethren,* who was greatly ^fled in spi- 
ritual songs, to sing for him, and who according to Ms request, sung 
for him a few minutes; but he was so far gone, that he was soon 
obliged to lay down again, and Portly after breathed his last, about 
six o'clock in the aflemoon, July 21st, 1784, aged 44 years. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Sketches of the life^ character and ministry of Elder James 
Whittaker, 

1. James Whittaker was the son of Jonathan Whittaker, of 
Oldham, near Manchester, in England. His mother's maiden name 
was Ann Lee, probably a distant relation of Mother Ann. She was 
a member of the society under James and Jane Wardley, and was a 
faithful believer. His father stood in opposition for awhile ; but ^a« 
afterwards convicted and embraced the gospel, and had an anxious 
feeling to come to America mth his son; but was not able : he died 
in the faith. 

2. James was bom February 28th, 1751, and received thb testi- 

♦ Aaron Wood, who is now living at WatervUet. (Since deceaa«d.) 
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mony of the gospel in his childhood; he used to accompany his mother 
to the meetings of James and Jane Wardley, anid was remarkably 
faithful and obedient to the instructions ijf his teachers. In hi» 
youth he was placed under the care of Mother Ann, and by her was 
carefully instructed in the way of God. Havii^ by his faithfulness 
gained a great portion of the light and power of the gospel, he be- 
came eminently useful to her in the ministry. 

3. Concerning his early experience in the way of God, he gave 
the following particulars. " I was brought up in the way of God 
** by my Mother, and knew no unclean thing. But when my soul 
*< was waked up, I found, myself a child of wrath. I then cried 
" mightLLy to Gdd : I do not think I spoke more than five words in a 
*^ day; and I verUy thought that the earth trembled under me fbr^the 
•* space of a whole year. At this time I saw, by vision," my own 
" soul in America with Mother's soul; and I heard all the conversa- 
^* tion that passed between us and the men that put us into prison in 
'* Albany; and yet during the whole time of my imprisonment, I ne- 
'* ver once thought of my vision; but as soon as we were set at li- 
•* berty, it all came fresh to my mind." 

' 4. Among other extraordinary manifestations of God to him, in early 
life, we give the two following instances in his own words. " One 
** day, as I was walking with Mother, I felt the heavens open, and 
** such flows of the heavenly manifestations and givings of God fell 
" upon me, in so marvelous a manner, that my soul was filled with 
^* inexpressible glory; and I felt such an overflowing of love to Mo- 
** ther, that I cried out. As the Lord livetk, and as my soul livethj 
*' I will never leave tkee nor forsake tkeeJ^ He added further, 
** that Mother then and there prophecied that he would succeed her in 
** the ministry." 

5. "When we were in England," said he, " some of us had to 
** go twenty miles to meeting, and we travelled anights on account 
** of persecution. One Saturday night, while on our journey, we sat 
" down by the side of the road to eat some victuals. While I was 
'* sitting there I saw a vision of America ; and I saw a large tree, 
" and every leaf thereof shone with such brightoess as made it appear 
*' like a burning torch, representing the church of Christ, \^hich will 
** yet be established in this land. After my company had refreshed 
'* themselves, they travelled on, and led me a considerable distance 
** before my vision ceased." 

6. Elder James was evidently ordained of God to be Mother Ann's 
successor in the ministry. After attending her funeral, and speaking 
to the assembly under a great weight of grief and sorrow, he returned 
home, and the believers being assembled, he spoke and said, " My 
** two friends and Elders are gone! I pray God to help me!" He 
then called upon all the brethren and sisters to help him keep the way 
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of Gkni, and urged the necessity of their being more faithful in the 
work of the gospel than they had ever been, as those who had the 
greatest gill for their protection were gone. The tears flowed abund- 
antly. He spoke of the great weight that fell upon him with regard 
to the protection of the society, and his great concern and labor that 
the gospel n)ight be kept and honored. So solemn and impressiye 
were his words at this time, and so evident the power of God that ap- 
peared in him, that it produced a great impression upon the mind of 
every feeling believer. It was clearly seen and felt that Mother's 
mantle had fallen upon him, and that Grod had chosen him to lead 
and protect his people. 

7. Elder James, in his person, was rather above the common sta- 
ture, well proportioned in form, of more than ordinary strength for 
his size, and a man of great activity. His complexion was fair, his 
eyes black, and his hair of a dark brown color, and very straight. 
He possessed an open and placid countenance, mixed with a pleas- 
ing gravity, that at once evinced the goodness of his heart and the 
amiable mildness of his disposition. His voice was clear and solid, 
but mild and pleasant. In short, his visage, deportment and con- 
versation were all marked with an inexpressible something which 
could not but impress the feelings of a stranger witli confidence 
and respect. It was not an uncommon expression among stran- 
gers, on hearing him, to say, " I love to hear that James Whittaker 
" speak." 

8. In his temper and disposition he was mild, gentle and forbear- 
ing: yet firm, undaunted and inflexible in his duty. So amiable 
was his deportment, and so winning his manners, that he often dis- 
armed the most violent opposers of their rage. He was much be- 
loved by those who knew him, both believers and unbelievers; and 
none were his enemies, except those whose opposition to the way of 
God which he taught, rendered every subject of it "an object of ha- 
tred. He possessed great meekness, humility and simplicity of soul, 
was remarkably tender hearted, kind and charitable, and abounded 
in heavenly love. The sympathetic powers of his soul were such, 
that when he wept it seemed as tho' no feeling heart could refrain 
from tears; and when he rejoiced, every soul that possessed the life 
of the gospel, could not but feel the power of his joy, and lejoice 
with him. 

9. In reproving sin, he was sharp and powerful ; yet wise and 
careful not to hurt the soul. In laboring with lost souls, in admon- 
ishing the careless, instructing the ignorant, strengthening the weak, 
relieving the bufietted, and binding up the broken hearted, his gift 
of wisdom and understanding was remarkable. He knew how to 
come to lost souls in every situation, and to administer help in due. 
season. 
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10. He passed through many scenes of sorrow and aMicilon 
for the gospel of salvation, and planted and nourished it in many 
souls. Being young while in England, he did not suffer so much 
persecution there as Mother Ann and Father William, and others; 
yet he had his full share of sufferings to pass through; so that it 
might be truly said that, the sufferings of Christ abounded in 
him. In America he suffered much every Way; yet he always bore 
his sufferings with fortitude, and even with cheerfulness; so that when 
most cruelly abused by persecutors, he would often kneel down 
and pray for them with gteat fervency ; sometimes saying in the 
words of Christ, ** Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
•* they do." 

11. As he was bfotight up in the gospel from his childhood, he 
possessed a remarkable degree of purity of spirit. Indeed it seemed 
as tho' every feeling of his soul breathed pUrily, righteousness and 
love : hence he was at all times able to bear a strong testimony 
against all impurity, unrighteousness and every kind of evil. He 
often said, " The gospel is without fault; it is as strait as straitness; 
** it is pure as the heavens; and if you obey it not, you will lose 
** your souls." 

12. With tears rolling ft*om his eyes, he often expressed his love 
to Grod, and his thankfulness for the gospel, in the following lan- 
guage: ** O how precious is the way of God to my thirsty soul ! I 
** feel the love of God continually flowing into my soul, like rivers 
'* of living water! It is sweeter to my taste than the honey in the 
** honeycomb. I know that God owns me for his stfn; and yet I 
** will pray to him. I know how to pray, and I know how to 
" be thankful for the gospel ; even my breath is continual prayer 
'* to God." 

13. Sometimes he used to say, ** I could wDlingly lay down my 
" life for my brethren, if I were called to it ; for I feel that degree 
** of love for them, that they feel near and dear to me, like my own 
** soul." Again he would say, " My only treasure on earth is in them 
** that believe; I have no relation but in the people of God. They 
** who are faithful to serve God are my relations; they are my inte- 
** rest and my treasure, and all I have is theirs." 

14. As there were some who received great faith in Mother Ann, 
and were zealous during her ministration; yet as their faith centered 
in her person, and not in the revelation and power of God which 
dwelt in her, and which was transmitted through her to her succes- 
sors; consequently such ones were exposed to suffer loss; and some 
indeed did suffer great loss, after she was taken from them. Father 
James fell a deep sense of their danger in this respect, and of the 
unspeakable worth of souls; and being thus impressed with the great 
'"^Dortance of a deep and genuine work of salvation in every soul. 
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he did not cease to warn the people, with tears in his eyes, to be 
faitliM and persevering, and not lose that which they had already 
gained, by neglecting to labor for an increase' of the gospel in their 
own souls. 

15. In solemn warnings to the people, and for their encourage- 
ment, he used to say, " Wherever you are, whatever may betide you, 
" how dark soever things may appear, how unjustly soever you may 
" "Suffer, keep your faith; for the time will conje when all wrongs 
" will be righted, and every one will receive a just reward." And 
again ; ** I am not ashamed to build up your faith; for your faith is 
" most holy : but I know you have infirmities, and I pray that the 
** forbearance of God may be lengthened out to you, till you learn to 
" do right: for you must have an exceeding righteousness; your 
** righteousness musf exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and 
** Pharisees. Therefore, treasure up in your hearts that holy trea- 
** sure which will keep you in time of trouble. Keep your faith: 
" for the end of your faith will be the salvation of your souls; and 
" when I am gone, and you see the branches flourish, then know 
" ye that the root is holy. I have ventured my life- and soul among 
" you, and you have received the gospel, and you are welcome 
" to it." 

16. Father James was a man of great humility, and often abased 
himself publicly before God, in deep humiliation of soul. Speaking 
one Sabbath day at Harvard, in public, before a large concourse of 
people, and after addressing himself to the assembly with great so- 
lemnity, and evidently under ^ great weight of the power of God, 
which brought a very solemn and affecting sensation upon all the 
assembly, he kneeled down ; and the believers immediately fell 
upon their knees, and also many of the world who were deeply 
affected with his discourse. While on his knees in deep humilia- 
tion, he uttered these words: " I am but a poor worm of the dust, 
*' and a very little one too ! I feel many times as tho' I could crum- 
" ble into the dust before God." He often abased himself in this 
manner. 

17. At another time, in a public assembly at Enfield, before he 
began to speak, he kneeled down under great humility of soul, and 
said, ** God has committed the gospel to my trust." — He paused — 
the tears flowed plentifully down his cheeks — He proceeded — " I 
** pray that God would lay nothing to my charge! — Christ is reveal- 
" ed; I feel his power in sorrow and in love — God has blessed me 
** with a broken heart and godly sorrow for sin." After this, he de- 
livered a very affecting discourse, in which he preached the gospel 
of self-denial and tlie cross, and urged the absolute necessity of con- 
fessing and forsaking all sin, and closed his discourse in these words : 
" As you treat this gospel; so God will treat you. " If you slight 
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" it, God will slight you; if you regard it, God will regard you: 
** for as the testimony of Noah condemned the old world; so shall 
** this testimony condemn the present generation.'* 

18. Father James often solemnly warned the believers not to suf- 
fer their souls to be overshadowed and darkened with those things 
which had a tendency to shut the gift of God from the soul. " I warn 
" you, brethren," said he, ** not to be overcome with the cares of 
" this world, lest your souls lose the power of God, and you become 
** lean and barren." Again he said, " The way to labor for the gos- 
'' pel is, to keep your minds exercised in laboring upon the things 
** that belong to your peace, and not on the things of the world : for 
" if you give your minds to labor upon the things of the world, they 
*' will become corrupted." And again: " You ought to be watchful 
" over your words, at all times, and be careful to know that you 
** speak the truth ; not tell things that you do not know to be true, 
'' in such a manner as to deceive others : you ought to represent 
'* things as they are; and not deceive one another: it is lying; it is 
" wicked.'' 

19. He used often to say, ** Be what you seem to be, and seem 
" to be what you really are; don't carry two faces." And again; 
" You that dare-use deceit, remember what I say; God will yet meet 
" you in a strait place." In reproving the believers for their wrongs, 
he often used to say, " If you don't love to hear of these things, then 
•* leave them off; put away the cause, and the effect will cease." 
Again: " Ye who have believed in God, be careful t9 maintain good 
" works." And again: ** I will know no man by his speech; but 
" by the fruit he brings forth." 

20. In the time of Shays's insurrection in Massachusetts, some of 
the believers in that State, in expressing their sentiments, manifested 
some party feelings concerning that event. Father James immediately 
rebuked that spirit, and said, ** They that give way to a party spirit, 
" and are influenced by the divisions and contentions of the world, 
" so as to feel for one political party more than for another, have no 
** part with me. The spirit of party is the spirit of the world, and 
" whoever indulges it, and unites with one evil spirit against another, 
" is off from christian ground." 

21. In addressing a public assembly of believers at Ashfield, he 
said, " You ought to fear God in all you do. When you are about 
** your work, you ought to fear God; and even in the gifts of God, 
*' and under the operations of the power of God, you ought to keep 
** the fear of God; lest by feeling releasement in those gifts, you run 
** into lightness." \Again: " Heaven is a place of joy and tranquility 
" to those that find it; but I am jealous, and with a godly jealousy 
" too, that there are some here now, that never wiQ find it,"* And 

• There were sorae then present who aAerwards fell awajr. 
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again: ** I%ere are Tnany and many pious souls in this world, who 
** live up to the best light they know, that have never heard the sound 
*^ of this gospel; but except your righteousness ^all exceed theirs, 
** you shall in no wise enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.'* Again 
he said: " Those that are called by the gospel when tliey are clul- 
^' dren, and are iaithful and obedient, and keep out of sin, wUl be 
*' the flower of Heaven, and the glory of Paradise." 

22. About the middle of January, 1787, Father James, having 
assembled the believers in New-Lebanon together, in the meeting- 
house, came in under great heaviness of spirit, and with tears flow- 
ing from his eyes, he said, *' I am going to leave you; I feel that my 
*^ work is done here, and I do not know that I shall ever see you 
*' again in this world; but I leave those with you who are able to 
** teach you the way of God. I desire that you would treasure up 
** the gospel and make it your oidy interest You are all the interest 
** I have in this world; I have no other interest." He then kneeled 
down and wept exceedingly, and aU the assembly ^^ith him. Afler 
rising from his knees, he warned the people in a very feeling 
4ind afiecting address, to be faithfid, and keep the way of Grod when 
be was gone, and said, *^ We have given you the gospel; see to it 
** that you make a good use of it. Do abide faithful; those of yon 
*^ that abide faithful, will be like a bud m the bloom; but those who 
'' do not abide, will be like a falling leaf; and you will remember 
*' these words when you cannot see me.*' 

S3. He then addressed the elders and laborers among the people, 
and gave them a very solemn charge to be faithful and watch over 
the people for Aeir protection, and said, " Deal with the brethren and 
** sisters as I have dealt widi you.*' He also warned them in a very 
** special manner concerning the youth and children, and said, ** You 
** must take care of the lising generation: for if they are protected, 
** the time wiU come when they will be the flower of the people of 
^* God." The next morning he set off for Enfield, in Connecticut, 
from whence he never returned. After tarrying a short lime at En- 
field, he visited the believers in Harvard, Shirley, Wobum, and 
other places at the eastward where they then readed, and returned to 
Knfleld sometime in March, where he remained, and was continually 
visited by the believers, till his decease. 

24. Father James's ministry was short, but very active and labo- 
rious. He visited all the different places in the land where the gospel 
had been planted, and some of them several times. His labors were 
continually employed in strengthening the weak, comforting the af- 
flicted and purging out sin. It was the peculiar gift of his ministry 
to wean the afiections of the believers from their natural and earthly 
ties, and prepare them fior a spiritual relation in church order, which 
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he foretold was at hand, and often spoke of it. His instructions to 
Eider Joseph Meacham and those with him, relative to gatherings, 
building and establishing the church in gospel order, might, with 
great propriety, be likened to the instructions of David to Solomon, 
concerning the building of the temple, which was an eminent type of 
this very work. 

25. Many were the instructions, exhortations and solemn warnings 
which he delivered in the last days of his ministry. When he came 
near the close of his life, Yk said, *^ I have given you my life; all I 
" have, I have given unto you. If I ever had any thing, you possess 
" it — it is yours; and now see that you make a good use of it.*' 
About two weeks before his decease, 'he said, " My body is under 
^' great sufferings; but I feel my soul at peace with God and maul 
** I have given you the gospel; now see to it, what kind of use yoQ 
" make of it. U you keep the gospel, the gospel will keep you. 1 
*' have given my life for fhe people; and aflEer X am gone, there wiR 
" be a great increase." 

i 26. A little Before his decease^ there came a number of the breth- 
ren and sisters from New-Lebanon to see him, and being about to 
return home, they went into his room to take their leave of him. 
On entermg the room where he lay, they aH kneeled down in sorrow 
and tears, and in prayer to God, feeling sensible that this would be 
the last ti^e they should ever see his face in this world. He addressed 
thein, and said, *'*' I feel thankful to see you all, and that you have 
*' come to see me in my sickness, once more, before I leave the 
*' world. I feel weak in body, but comfortable in my spirit; and 
" whether I live or die, the gospel will increase. I have had a great 
" desire to come and see you all; but I have not been able : but my 
^- heart has been with you; and now your hearts must be with me, to 
" labor for the power of God—^for one union. I desire you would 
" give my love to the people where you go, and tell them that I am 
" alive, and that I never expect to die; for the sting of death is taken 
" from me, and all fear and terror; yet I expect soon to put off this 
" earthly tabernacle. Farewell.*' 

27. When he was on his dying bed, numbers of the brethren and 
^ters went to see him. On enquiring how he felt, he said, '*My 

^^ sufferings are exceeding great; but that peace and consolation 
" which I feel in my soul, overbalances them aH. That peace and 
*^ comfort which I feel in the gospel, I would not exchange for a 
*' thousand such worlds as this.*' He tlien exhorted all to hold on and 
bold out to the end, and said, *^ If you hold out to the end, you will 
•* feel that peace which I now feel.'* 

28. Thus he continued to exhort, encourage and strengthen all 
iround him till he expired, July 20th, 1787, in the 37th year of his 
^ge. His funeral was attended on the following day, and the sccae 
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waa very affecting to all the believers, who viewed him as their El- 
der and Father, and the last of those faithful ministers of Christ who 
had brought the gospel of salvation to this land, and who had been 
called to stand in the ministry. 



SUPPLEMENTARY ARTICLE, 

Concerning Elder John Hocknell. 

John Hocknell, whose name is repeatedly mentioned in the prece- 
ding pages, is very justly ranked among the first founders of the Uni- 
ted Society, and was one of the principal supporters of the gospel in 
its first commencement in this country; and it is therefore but just 
and reasonable that he should be particularly noticed in this work ; 
but for want of room the notice will be short. 

He was a native of Cheshire, in England, and was a man of re- 
spectable character, and possessed considerable property. He had 
formerly belonged to the Methodist society, and afterwards became 
a zealous member of the society under James and Jane Wardley, 
and readily embraced the increasing light through Mother Ann, and 
was a faithful believer. He was a man of veiy meek deportment, 
and was greatly gifted in visions and prophecies, and was well known 
among the believers of his day to -possess the gift of healing. He 
was a great help to Mother Ann and her little family, in a temporal 
view, and was very zealous in the support of the gospel. It was 
through his instrumentality that they were enabled to cross the ocean, 
and establish themselves in this land. Indeed, the temporal assistance 
which his zeal and liberality afforded the society, in its infant state, 
was its principal dependence. He was a very honest, conscientious 
and upright man, and continued fkithful and zealous during life, and 
lived to see the chtoch established in gospel order, and with great joy 
saw its growing prosperity, in things temporal and spiritual. He de- 
partedihis life February 27th, 1799, aged 76 years. 
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TUB ESTABLISHED ORDER AND RELIGIOUS PRACTICE OF THE U^lTIID 

SOCIETY. 

CHAPTER I. 

Formation of the Society into a united Body^ possessing a con - 
secrated Interest, 

1. As the manner of God*s work, both in the natural and spiritu- 
al creation, has always been pro^essive, increasing from one degree 
of order to another until it arrives to perfection; so the order \^hich 
has been established in the church of Christ on earth, was necessa- 
rily progressive, being effected by the progressive operatioas of his 
Divine Spirit in the hearts of the faithful. While the believers, as a 
people, remained in their respective natural families, scattered about 
in different places, possessing respectively the temporal interest inhe- 
rited by natural heirship, or acquired by their own labors in their 
respective callings, there could not be much order among them, ex- 
cepting the common order of nature. But all who had honestly con- 
fessed and forsaken their sins, and faithfully continued to take up their 
crosses, according to the manifestation of the gift of God which 
they had received, who had paid all their just debjs, and freed them- 
selves from all outward embarrassments, and b^ their faithfulness 
and obedience, had gained a sufficient degree of mortification to the 
fallen nature of the flesh, were thereby prepared for a further in- 
crease of gospel order. To gain this increase, it was necessary that 
they should be brought into a nearer connection together, and there- 
by be enabled to serve Grod in a more united capacity, as members 
of the body of Christ in a church relation. 

2. To constitute a true church of Christ, there must necessarily 
be a union of faith, of motives and of interest, in all the members 
who compose it. There must be *' one body and one bread:"* 
and nothing short of this union in all things, both spiritual and tem- 
poral, can con titute a true church, which is the body o( Christ. And 
wherever that united body exists, it will bring into operation every 

• 1 Cor X. 17 
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individual talent for the general good of the whole body. And here- 
in is the prayer of Jesus answered; ** That they may be one, even 
" as we are one."* In this united capacity, the strength of the 
whole body becomes the strength of each member; and being umted 
in the one Spirit of Christ, they have a greater privilege to serve 
God than they possibly could have in a separate capacity, and are 
better able to be mutual helps to each other; and Uiey also find a 
greater degree of protection from the snares of a selfish and world- 
ly nature. 

3- The way having been gradually prepared for the attainment of 
this important object, particularly by the ministration of Father 
James, it now began to take place under the ministration of Father 
Joseph and Mother Lucy. The first step was to gather the believers ' 
into a body, where they could enjoy all things in common, both of a 
spiritual and temporal kind, and in which their temporal interest could 
be united together, and be consecrated to religious purposes. This i 
proceeding, being dictated by Divine Wisdom, was a matter of free 
choice to every individual : for no one was compelled to give up his 
interest contrary to his own faith and inward feelings. But all who 
had faithfully kept pace with the work of God, in its increase thus 
far, and had been able to settle their temporal concerns, were prepa- 
red for it, and esteemed it a special privilege to be admitted into that 
united body, and be numbered with the most faithful. But the 
permanent establishment of order was necessarily a progressive work, 
and could not be suddenly accomplished. 

4. The gathering of the society began at New-Lebanon, in the ; , 
month of September, 1787, and continued to progress as fast as cir- ^ 
cumstances and the nature of the work would admit. Elders and « 
deacons were appointed to lead and direct in matters of spiritual and 
temporal concern; suitable buildings were erected for the accommo- 
dation of the members; and order and regularity were, by degrees, 
established in the society: so that in the year 1792, the church was 
considered as established in the principles of her present order and 
. spirit of government. Those who were thus ^thered into a united 
body, were denominated Th£^£!]aumh; being a collective body of. 
Christians separated from the world, and enjoying in their united ca- 
pacity, one common interest. In this situation they were enabled to 
gain a greater degree of victory over the nature of selfishness, and 
thus to subdue more effectually, the evil propensities of a carnal na- 
ture. By this means they found a greater degree of mortification 
and death to the nature of sin, and experienced a gradual growth in 
love and union, peace and harmony, and all those heavenly graces 



• John xvii. 29. 
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which adorn the man of God, and rendcir him. pedect in every good 
word and work. 

5. But there were many whose circumstances did not, at that time, 
admit of so complete a separation from the world, being still under 
more or less embarrassments, or entanglements with those without. 
These were progressively gathered into families, in a separate capacity, 
having a subordinate privilege; but at the same time they were at 
full liberty to follow the example of the church, to walk in their steps, 
and to maintain the like united interest in that capacity, as fast as 
their situation and circumstances would admit. Many of these, hav- 
ing unbelieving children and heirs, or being otherwise entangled in 
their temporal circumstances, could not, consistently with the princi- 
ples of justice to those without, immediately devote and consecrate 
their interest in the manner the church had done. 

6. But in order that they might enjoy the benefits of a united in- 
heritance, as far as their circumstances would admit, and be able to 
prove their faith in that capacity, they were allowed to unite and ga- 
ther in their interest by agreement, and after taking an inventory of 
whatever they brought in, they devoted the use of it for the mutual 
benefit of the family thus gathered; but agreed to make no demands 
upon the family for the use of the property so devoted, or for any 
services which they might perform in that united capacity. But if 
they chose afterwards to withdraw ftt)m the family, (^'from the 
society, they w§pe at liberty to withdraw the property which they 
had brought in : it being expressly understood that no property was 

^ to be brought in, except by the mutual agreement of the parties con- 
cerned. 

7. This mode of proceeding is still practiced in the Society, and 
is considered to be just and equitable; because it secures to legal 
heirs their just portion of the inheritance, whether they belong to the 
society or not. Nor can it be considered as any injustice to tie pro- 
prietors, who have voluntarily devoted the use of it, togetlier with 
their services, with a full understanding of the conditions thereof. Be- 
sides, it has been found by experience, that families gathered in that 
capacity, are seldom able to do more than maintain themselves, and 
discharge those necessary calls of duty and benevolence which occa- 
sionaUy fall in their way; because such families are generally en- 
cumbered with children, and often with those who are aged and in- 
firm, besides more or less poor persons who bring in nothing with 
them; and all who are held in union, must have their equal share of 
support, whether they are able to earn it or not. 

8. But families formed under these circumstances, have an equal 
right with the church, whenever their situation and circumstances 
•¥ill admit of it, voluntarily to consecrate their interest, and enter 
into the same covenant relation, in their family capacity, as the mem- 
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bers of the church enjoy. It is however necessary that families, as 
well as individuals, on their first coming out from the world, and ga- 
thering near the society, should prove themselves in that situation, 
for a suitable length of time, in order to confirm their faith by expe- 
rimental obedience, before they can be admitted as members of the 
society in a united capacity. 

9. But in tliat separate situation, tho' they have the entire control 
of their own temporal concerns, they may, at any time, apply for 
counsel and instruction, either spiritual or temporal, whenever they 
feel the need of it. They have also the privilege of attending and 
uniting in the public meetings of the society, and of visiting their el- 
ders for the benefit of spiritual instruction, and of being visited by 
them, so long as they continue faithfiilly to take up their crosses, and 
walk worthy of their profession. For altho' every honest and faith- 
ful believer considers it a very desirable privilege to become one 
with the united body, in all things, and to devote and consecrate him- 
self, soul and body, time and talents, with all his earthly inheritance, 
to the service of God forever; yet, to arrive at that order, and ob- 
tain so desirable a privilege, is as necessarily a progressive work, at 
this day, as it was in the first commencement of the work in Ameri- 
ca, and requires a preparatory work now, as really as it did then. 

10. In this situation, they are required to prove their faith by their 
works. This they will generally do in the course of a few years, 
and sometimes in a few months; and will either gain an increase of 
faith and strength, and spiritual understanding, so as to be prepared for 
a further privilege; or they are liable to fall back, in consequence of 
their unfaithfulness, and return again from^ whence they came. But 
while they remain in that situation, they are required to manage their 
own temporal concerns, according to the best of their understanding 
and abilities, to pay all their just debts, and settle all their concerns 
abroad, according to the principles of justice and equity; to provide 
for themselves and their families, to bring up their children in the 
fear of God, and instil into their minds the principles of virtue, and 
to be just, upright and conscientious in aU their dealings. By these 
means, they will gradually prepare themselves for a further privilege 
in a united capacity. 

11. Such families, providing their circumstances admit of it, are 
often enlarged by the addition of individual members, who have re- 
cently embraced the faith-^f the Society, and who are admitted to 
the privilege of proving their faith along witli the family. All that is 
required of such individuals is, to live conscientiously according to 
the }»inciple8 of continence, purity and holiness which they have pro- 
fessedly received, agreeable to the precepts and example of Jesus 
Christ; and in confcHining to these principles, their local situation 
does not prevent their union with the society. 
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12. But as the work of God is an increasing work, neither fami- 
lies nor individuals, if they continue faithful, can feel satisfied to re- 
main in any situation short of the more perfect order of the gospel. 
Because, if they gain an increase of faith and understanding, liey 
will soon feel the want of a nearer relation to the society, and a 
greater separation from the world. But if they do not gain this, they 
will, of course, fall back to the world; for aU who are faithful and 
honest-hearted, will find an increasing gain; but those who are un- 
faithful, instead of an increase of faith and understanding, or any spi- 
ritual light, tliey will necessarily fall into a state of spiritual dark- 
ness; and then will be verified in them, the words of Christ,* ** If 
" the light which is in you become darkness, how great is that dark- 
" iiess!"* 

13. As the law of Christ can never bind the conscience of any 
soul; so, where there is a difference of faith between married per- 
sons, the husband or the wife, whose faith it is so to do, has a just 
and lawful right to preserve his or her own body insanctification, and 
devote it to God, in a life of continence and purity; and this is an 
inherent right which no law of God or man can disannul or take 
away; therefore, no person whatever, can have any right to forbid or 
hinder such a devotion in either party. Conscience is the throne 
of God in the soul, and the soul's justification before God, must 
depend on the purity of its conscience; hence a right to violate 
the conscience cannot possibly exist in either party. " We are 
** not debtors to the flesh, to live after the flesh, "t in any of its grati- 
fications. 

14. If a brother have an unbelieving wife, or a sister an unbelie- 
ving husband, and the parties can agree to live together in peace, 
they are not required to separate on account of their faith; but the 
believing husband is bound to take care of his unbelieving wife, to 
provide for her and to treat her with christian kindness and charity, 
to set her an example of godlines?, and give her no just cause of of- 
fence. So also the believing wife is bound to live with her unbeliev- 
ing husband, to treat him with all kindness, to show forth an exam- 
ple of humility, meekness, modesty and faithfulness in all things, to 
lay no stumbling blocks in his way, nor give him any just cause of 
offence. But if they cannot live together in peace, tiiey may sepa- 

* The darkness of such souls is truly astonishing. We have known repeated in- 
stances of persons who, having been once enlighteiifed by the Spirit of Truth, and hav- 
ing rejected their light, and indulged themselves in actual sin, contrary to the dictates of 
their own consciences, have gradually sunk into ^uch a state of spiritual darkness, as 
not only to testify against tlie pure principles of their former light, but also to ruu by 
degrees, into total .infidelity. Some have become insensible and regardless of every 
thing pertaining tn religion ; others, aAer contending with different denominations, have 
run, first into Jjeism^ and then into professed Athetsm: and truly, if Atheism can exist 
in a rational soul, then those who have rejected the greatest light, have been suffered 
to fall into a state of darkness, approaching the nearest to it. 

t Rom. Till 13. 
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rate by mutual agreement, and divide their inheritance according to 
the principles of justice and equity. The Society does not admit of 
a separation on any other conditions; unless the conduct of the unbe- 
lieving party be such that the believer, after having faithfully fulfil- 
ed aU moral obligations, can be fully justified, both by the laws of 
God and man, in a final separation. The practice of the Society, 
in this respect, coincides with the directions of the apostle to the Co- 
rinthians.* 

15. As all people, whether married or unmarried, who have pro- 
pert}^ at their own disposal, are left to their own choice respecting 
the disposition of themselves and their property; it must therefore de- 
pend on their own choice, after having embraced the gospel, whether 
they will devote either themselves or their property to the service of 
God. But after they have had sufficient time to prove their faith, and 
gain a fidl understanding of the principles of the Society, thus being 
able to make a deliberate and conscientious choice for themselves, 
and having settled all their temporal concerns, so as to be fi'ee from 
all outward embarrassments, they may then freely dedicate and de- 
vote themselves and their services, together with all their temporal in- 
terest, to the service of God, to be forever consecrated to pious and 
charitable uses, according to the covenant of the Church. 

16. Having deliberately done this, there can be no room for any 
recantation; because whatever is thus devoted cannot be withdrawn 
without the sacrilegious violation of a consecrated right. And who- 
ever deliberately violates his faith, and withdraws or separates him- 
self fi:x)m the Church, afl«r such a solemn dedication, can be viewed, 
by the faitbfiil in no'bther light than as a reprobate. And tho' th6 
deacons may grant a moderate donation to such a one, as an object of 
charity;! yet his own voluntary act, in putting his hand to a religious 
covenant, and consecrating himself, his services and property to God, 
and afterwards turning his back and actually violating his sacred 
promises, must forever debar him from any lawful claim to any of the 
property or services so consecrated. This will appear evident by the 
following extracts from the written convenant. 

17. ** Article IV. We solemnly and conscientiously dedicate, de- 
" vote and give up ourselves and services, together with all our tem- 
** poral interest, to God and his people; to be under the care and di- 
** rectionof such elders, deacons or trustees, as have been or may here 
'* after be established in the church, according to the first Article 
** of this covenant." 

18. ** Article VI. We fiirther covenant and agree, that it is, and 
** shall be the special duty of the deacons or trustees, appointed as 
•* aforesaid, to have the immediate charge and oversight of all and 



♦ See 1 Cor. vii. 12 to 16. 
t This is always done when they peaceably withdraw. 
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** singular, the propei-ty, estate and interest, dedicated, devoted and 
** given up as aforesaid: and it shall also be the duty of the said 
" deacons or trustees, to appropriate, use and improve tlie said united 
" interest for the benefit of the Church, for the relief of the poor, 
*' and for such other charitable and religious purposes as the gospel 
'* may require, and the said deacons or trustees in their wisdom 
" shall see fit: Provided nevertheless , that all the transactions of 
'^ the said deacons or trustees, in their use, management and disposal 
" of the aforesaid united interest, shall be for the benefit and j»rivi- 
'* lege, and in behalf of the Church, (to which the said deacons or 
*' trustees are, and shaU be held responsible,) and not for any person- 
" al or private interest, object or purpose whatever." 

19. ** Article VIIL As the sole object, purpose and design of our 
'* uniting in a covenant relation, as a church or body of people, ia 
'' gospel union, was from the beginning, and stUl is, faithfully and 
" honestly to receive, improve and difEuse the manifold gifts of God, 
" both of a spiritual and temp<»^ nature, for the mutual protection, 
" support, comfort and happiness of each other, as brethren and sift- 
" ters in the gospel, and for such other pious and charitable pur- 
" poses as the gospel may require: Therefore^ we do, by virtue of 
" this Covenant, solemnly and conscientiously, jointly and individual- 
*' ly, for ourselves, our heirs and assigns, promise and declare, in the 
*' presence of God and each other, and to all men, that we will never 
** hereafter, neitlier directly or indirectly, make nor require any ac- 
" count of any interest, property, labor or service, which has been, 
** or which may be devoted by us, or any of U3 to the purposes afore- 
" said; nor bring any charge of debt or damage, nor hold any de- 
" mand whatever, against the Church, nor against any member or 
*' members thereof, on account of any property ^r service given, 
" rendered, devoted or consecrated to tiie aforesaid sacred and cha- 
** ritable purposes." 

20. The preceding extracts are made from the written covenant 
of the Church ; but every separate Society, being a branch of the 
Church, has the care and management of its own temporal concerns, 
and this also is essentially the case with separate families in the^Soci- 
ety, whose circumstances will not^ admit of being immediately c6q- 
nected with the united interest of the Church : hence each Society 
has its separate written covenant, for the protection of the temporal 
property belonging to it; but where a family is established upon the 
principles of a united interest, its covenant is essentially the same as 
that of the Church. 

^ 21. It is an established principle of faith in the Church, that all 
who are received as members thereof, do freely and tbluntarily, of 
their own deliberate choice, dedlbatej devote ancP'consecrate them- 
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selres, with all they possess, to the service of God forever.* Hence 
the property and services of each individual, after being consecrated 
aud improved in the manner specified, must ever be considered as 
consecrated property, and no longer subject to the legal claims of 
the former owner. 

22. According to the law of Moses, which was typical of the law 
of Christ, ** No devoted thing that a man shall devote unto the L(»d, 
'* of all that he hath, both of man and beast, and of the field of his 
" possession, shaU be sold or redeemed: every devoted thing is moat 
** holy unto the Lord."t So also, according to the law of Christ, 
whatever is dedicated to God, according to the Covenant of the 
Church, can never be returned or withdrawn, but must forever remain 
devoted to the objects of the gospel. 

23. But as the law of Christ requires that whatever is consecrated 
to God, should not only be done by a voluntary act; but also that 
those who undertake it, should be of mature age and understanding, 
capable of acting deliberately and considerately; therefore, children 
under age cannot be received into the Church as members; but they 
may be taken under the care and guardianship of the (Society, by the 
request or free consent of their parents or guardians, together with 
their own consent. But when ih^y become of lawful age, they must 
then make their own choice, both with regard to themselves and pro- 
perly, if they are heirs to any property. And it is an established 
principle in the Society, that children, who are faithful and obedient 
to their parents until they become of ^ge, are justly entitled to their 
equal portion of the estate of their parents, whether they continue 
with the Society or not 





CHAPTER XL 
MMed Order^imd.GQV'^rnmmt of the Church, 

1. The government of the church of Christ is spiritual, and it must 
always remain so; because it must always be under the power and 
ii^uence of the Spirit of Christ: otherwise it cannot be ^e Church 
of Christ. Any power or authority exercised over the true Church 
of Christ, which does not proceed from his Spirit, or is not conform- 
able thereto, cannot stand. 

2. A false church may be supported and governed by a false spi- 

* To attempt such a consecration in deceit, would be to act the part of Ananias and 
SanDhira, whose fate was a striking evidence of the Divine displeasure against such has* 
hypocrisy. See Acts. eh. v. 

t Lev. zxvii. 28. 
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lit, but it is not so with the true : the cause of truth must be support- 
ed and governed by the Spirit of truth. A church founded on human 
wisdom, supported by human creeds, and governed by human authori- 
ty, is but a dead body, being destitute of the real Hfe and power 
of the gospel; of course it cannot withstand the powers of darkness 
and the corftiptions of sin, and therefore becomes, at once, a church 
of Antichrist, and holds its power and authority in direct opposition to 
the Spirit of Christ. 

3. The visible head of the Church of Christ on earth, is vested in 
a Ministry, consisting of male and female, not less than three, and 
^nerally four in number, two of each sex. The first in (he Minis- 
try stands as the leading Elder of the Society. Those who compose 
the mimstry, are selected from the Church, and appointed by the last 
preceding head or leading character: and their authority is confirmed 
and established by the spontaneous union of the whole body. This is 
the true order of election and succession in the Church of Christ, and 
there never can be any other so long as. the Spirit of Christ governs 
Ihs Chiu*ch. 

4. This was clearly typified imder the Jewish dispensation, which 
was figurative of the Church of Christ. God appointed Moses, and 
Moses appointed Joshua; and so also, God selected David from among 
the sons of Jesse, and David selected Solomon. And while the Israelites 
kept the law, this manner of succession was observed and blessed; 
but when they rebelled, and turned from the law of the Lord^ to fol- 
low the examples of other nations, the appointment of their leaders 
was oflen factious and arbitrary. 

6. Under the gospel Jispensation, Christ chose his own apostles. 
" Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you," said he. And this 
was also the order of succession in the primitive church. The apostles 
appointed tlieir immediate successors; and whde this order was faith- 
fiiUy observed, the church wsus preserved in its union; but when the 
primitive Christians began to be influenced by the spirit of Antichrist, 
and tiie contentious principles of the world, and elected their bishops 
by strife and debate, the unity of the church was destroyed, and con- 
tentions, divisions and animosities followed. By th^ means the 
church lost the power of God, and fell under flie dominion of Anti- 
christ, and gradually degenerated into an ecclesiastical deqM>tism, and 
became one with ^e world. 

6. Those of the United Society who are selected and called to the 
important work of the ministry, to lead and direct the Church of 
Cluist, must be blameless characters, faithfiil, honest and upright, 
clothed with the spirit of meekness and humility, gifted with wis- 
dom and understanding, and of great experience in the things of 
God. As faithful ambassadors of Christ, they are invested with 
wisdom and authority, by the revelation of God, to guide, teach 
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aad direct Ms ehurch on eaiHt, in its spiritual travel, and to coun- 
sel and advise in other matters of importance, whether spiritual or 
tMnporal. 

7. To the Ministry, therefore, appertains the power to appcnnt mi- 
niflters, elders and deacons, and with the Elders, to assign offices of care 
and trust to such brethren and sisters as they shall judge to be best quali* 
fied for the several offices to which they may be assigned. Such appoint- 
ments, being communicated to the members concerned, and having 
received the mutual af^robation of the church, or the family concern- 
ed, are thereby confirmed and established until altered or repealed by 
the same authority. All selfish and aspiring feeHngs and pursuits are 
excluded; and, as far as it is practicable, every member is placed 
within his proper sphere for usefulness. By this means eveiy gift and 
talent is brought into its proper place, and put into exercise where it 
can be the most useful. 

8. This is not effected by any worldly wisdom *• but by the eternal 
law of righteousness in God : for no man nor womam, as such, can 
lead and govern the Church of Christ. The church being the body 
of Christ, is supported by his Spirit, which is the life of that body; 
consequently the operations of his life upon the members of his body, 
must necessarily govern the body, and bring every thing into its pro- 
per place and order; so that the whole body, with all its members, 
can operate harmoniously with the Spirit, in bringing forth the fruits 
of the gospel, in their regular order. As the sap, which is the life 
of the tree or vine, operates in the body and all its branches, to 
bring forth the leaves, blossoms and fruit, according to the times and 
seascms established by the laws of nature; so operates the Spirit of 
Christ in his bqjdy, the Church. This accords with his parable of the 
vine.* ^ 

9. Altho' the Society at New-Lebanon is the centre of union to all 
the other societies; yet the more immediate duties of the Ministry, 
in this place, extend only to the two societies of New-Lebanon and 
Watervliet. Other societies axe under the direction of a Ministry ap- 
pointed to preside over them; and in most instances, two or more so- 
cieties constitute a bishopric, being united under the superintendence 
of the same Ministry. 

10. In every society, ministers are appointed to bear testimony of 
the faith and principles of the society to those without, and give infor- 
mation to candid enquirers; also to receive and instruct those who 
visit the society for that purpose, and to admit those who receive the 
same faith, and desire to unite themselves to the society. They are 
also occasionally sent abroad to preach the gos|)el to the world of 
mankind as duty may call, and ihe way be prepared for it. The 

* See John, ch. xv. 
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number of these ministers, both male and female, is more or less, as 
occasion requires. 

11. In every society, elders are appointed and established in each 
large family, consisting, generally, of two persons of each sex. These 
are considered as the head of the family. They are required to be 
persons of blameless character, well approved for faithfulness, integ- 
rity and stability of soul, and giiled in wisdom and spiritual adminis- 
tration. As faithful watchmen upon the walls of Zion, it becomes their 
duty to watch over their respective families, to teach, exhort and 
lead in spiritual concerns. 

12. The management of temporal concerns, in such families, is in- 
trusted to the deacons and deaconesses, as tnistees of the temp<»ral 
property of the society or family to which they belong. To these 
pertain the duties of providing for the support and convenience of 
their respective families, of regulating the various branches of busi- 
ness in which the members are employed, and of transacting business 
with those without. All the members are equally holden, according 
to their several abilities, to maintain one united interest; and therefore 
all labor with their hands, in some useful occupation, for the mutual 
comfort and benefit of themselves and each other, and for the general 
good of the society or family to which they belong. Ministers, elders 
and deacons, all without exception, are industriously employed in some 

* manual occupation, except in the time taken up in the necessary du- 
ties of their respective callings. 

^13. Thus all are faithful, cheerful and happy in the conscientious 
performance of their respective duties; and such is the spirit of indus- 
try that pervades the whole Society, that an idle, lazy person will not 
long abide in it. And this is effected by no other coercive power than 
the force of conscience, and the spirit which prevails throughout the 
Society* for none are required to labor beyond their strength and 
abilities, and each one must act conscientiously in this, as in all other 
duties. If reproof or admonition is at any time found necessaiy, it 
must be applied through the medium of the conscience : for the law 
of Christ admits of no external compulsion. But none can be allowed 
to remain in the Society, who maintain disobedience to its established 
faith and principles. 

14. No selfislT or party feelings can have any sway in the Church 
of Chiist : for the whole power of government being founded in the 
law of Christ, and supported by the imion of the members, any power, 
authority or influence, which has any tendency to produce disimion, 
contrary to that law, is necessarily excluded from any participation 
in the government. In short, the whole government of the Church is 
effected, and all its important concerns are regulated and maintained, 
by the spontaneous union and subjection of all the faithful to the law 
of Christ, established in the Church. And thus is fulfUled the predic- 
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tion of ttie prophet: " They shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall 
** bring again Zion."* 

15. In our extracts from the covenant of the Church, in the pre- 
ceding chapter, it will be seen that the temporal interest of the Church 
is intrusted to the deacons, for the purposes therein specified. Hence 
it may be seen, that neither deacons nor elders have any more claim 
upon the property of the Church than the rest of the members, other- 
wise than by the trust reposed in them, for the benefit of all concerned. 
Those intrusted with the greatest care, are the greatest servants; and 
those whose care and concern it is to labor for the welfare of the 
whole, are verily the servants of all, and are the more highly esteem- 
ed in their calling, "for their works' sake.*'t 

16. Such are the principles of faith, order, regularity and gospel 
union, planted in the hearts of the members; and such their sense and 
understanding of the law of Christ, that no faithful soul can ever seek, 
or even wish to seek for the pre-eminence, or have any desire to usurp 
authority over another. Those in places of trust feel tiiemselves under 
the greatest obligations to be faithful, knowing Iheir accountableness, 
as servants of Christ, and gtewards in the house of God, to be just, 
upright and faithful in the discharge of the duties incumbent upon 
them. But should any one, in any office of care and trust, yield to 
the influences of evil, and cease from his faithfulness, he would una- 
voidably lose that union of the spirit which so strongly binds the faith- 
ful together in the bonds of love and harmony; of course he would 
forfeit the esteem and confidence of the members, and could no 
longer retain his office in the Church. 

17. The very spirit of the gospel, which governs the Church, and 
influences all its members, has a direct tendency to excite every 
faithful soul to feel an interest in building up Christ's Kingdom on 
earth, in things spiritual and temporal; consequently all the faithflil 
are united, ** as the heart of one man," to improve their time and 
talents in acts of virtue and goodness. This work is effected by a 
life of daily self-denial and the cross; by subduing every evil pro- 
pensity; by fulfilling the law of love to God and good-will to man; 
by cultivating the principles of peace and harmony; by practicing 
industry and prudence, kindness and charity; by seeking the com- 
fort and happiness of each other, and endeavoring to promote the 
prosperity of the Church. 

18. These are duties which all are conscientiously bound to per- 
form; and herein is a practical illustration of that genuine love 
which distinguishes the true followers of Christ from all others. 
" By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another."t ** Ye shall know them by their fruits.'*ll 

• Isa lii. 8. t See Mark, x. 44. 1 Thcss. v. 13, and Heb. xiii. 17. 

J John xiii. 35. U Matt. vii. 16, 
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Here the rich and the poor all fare alike, according to their needs 
and circumstances, without any respect to the property which they 
have separately brought in. And here is verily fulfilled, in substance, 
what was prefigured by the manna gathered in the wilderness: *' He 
*' that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little 
" bad no lack."* 

19. It is certain that nothing short of Divine Wisdom could ever 
have devised a system of equalization, so just and equitable, and yet 
so contrary to the partial, aspiring and selfish nature of man. And 
surely no selfish motives could ever lead any people to embrace a sys- 
tem of religion which strikes at the very foundation of selfishness, and 
inspires its subjects with the principles of impartial love and disinterest- 
ed benevolence. But all honest-hearted believers, being the subjects 
of that one religion, are governed by one spirit, which tends directly 
to a oneness in all things. And this oneness gains the ascendency 
over disorder and confusion, and necessarily produces order and re- 
gularity, in things spiritual and temporal; while those things which 
lead to disorder and confusion, are gradually purged away. 

20. Such is the force of conscience, and the sense of rectitude in 
every faithful member, that should any inadvertently violate the rules 
of good order, or in any manner transgress the law of Christ, and 
be overcome with evil, they would immediately lose their justifica- 
tion, and could feel no peace of mind until they had confessed the 
wrong and found forgiveness : this every faithful soul would readily 
do. But if any are found unfaithful, and regardless of good order, 
they soon lose their union, and it becomes the duty of the elders to 
examine, admonish and reprove them, and endeavor to reclaim them 
in the spirit of kindness and charity. But if such ones will not be 
reclaimed, they will fall of course; because no one who lives in any 
known violation of faith, or wilfully persists in any wrong, is able to 
keep the union of the spirit, which is the very life and support of the 
Church and its members. 

21. All those of the Society who have received an understanding 
faith in the work of God, are conscious that the most faithful, honest 
and upright souls do not only gain the greatest share of love, confi- 
dence and respect from their brethren and sisters; but do actually expe- 
rience the greatest measure of the Divine favor and blessing. Hence 
all the honest-hearted are stimulated to faithfulness, feeling and know- 
ing it to be the only means of securing the favor and blessing of God, 
and the love and confidence of their brethren and sisters; conscious 
also, that if they fail in these things, they must eventually lose their 
union and relation to the Society, and fall oflF, like withered branches, 
as has been the case with many, whose fate is a solenm warning to 
all who prize their privilege in the gospel. 

• Bxod. xvi. 18. 
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CHAPTi^R III. 
The Government and Education of Children, 

1. Trb suitable, government and education of children is a very 
important concern, and one among the practical duties of the Society, 
which claims particular attention. The time of childhood and youth, 
is the choicest period of life to instil into the mind the principles of ' 
virtue, to store it with useful instruction, to form practical habits of 
goodness, and to regulate and bring into operation every useful ta- 
lent. It is also the most critical period of life, and requires the 
greatest care and attention to form, regulate and govern the various 
dispositions of the mind, and subdue the natural propensities to evil, 
before they become habitual and unconquerable, as they most gene- 
rally will, if neglected in childhood. 

2. By strict attention at this early period, the mind, in ordinary 
cases, is easily formed for a life of virtue and usefulness; but by 
neglect, the child is often ruined. Where children are suitably go- 
verned by their parents and guardians, when young, they readily ac- 
quire habits of self-government; and thus a most important point is 
gained : for a man or woman without the power of self-government, 
is like a ship without a rudder, which becomes at once the sport of 
winds and waves. Hence a suitable government in childhood, is a 
matter of tbe first concern. 

3. Moral and religious instructions come next in order. * When a 
man is able to govern himself, and subdue his evil propensities, or 
at least to keep them in subjection, he is then, and not till then, in a 
fair way to be benefitted by moral and religious instructions. So 
when a child is governed, it may be instructed to some profit but not 
before. 

4. A suitable school education, if not next in importance, is un- 
doubtedly the next in point of time and age. Indeed children may be 
governed, and receive their moral, religious and literary instructions, 
and be conducted along by degrees, in all these points, to good ad- 
vantage, provided each is wisely administered in its proper time, 
place and order. 

5. But to give children literary instructions, without governing, 
and teaching them to govern the natural propensities and dispositions 
of their minds, and without instructing them in the principles of mo- 
ral virtue, would be a ready way to lead them to ruin. Because, in 
such a case, their literary knowledge would only tend to sharpen 
their talents, and assist them in the pursuit of evil inventions. A 
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few such characters (and there are generally more or less such ones 
to be found in all public seminaries) would be liable to ruin the mo- 
rals of thousands. 

6. Were all chiltlren suitably governed and instructed in early life, 
one; single age would undoubtedly produce a vast reformation in the 
morals of the community at large; and criminal courts, state prisons 
and the gallows would, probably, in the course of a single century, 
become nearly or quite useless. 

7. The government of children, being of essential importance, 
was strictly enjoined upon the believers, and especially upon parents, by 
Mother Ann, and received the earliest attention of the Society. Mo- 
ral, religious and literary instructions were also particularly recom- 
mended by her, and carefully and punctually attended to, where 
children were gathered into families, within the reach of such in- 
structions. But in the early stages of the Society, believers who had 
children, were very much scattered; so that much of the" moral and 
religious instructions administered to the children, were often lost 
upon them, in consequence of the prejudices continually infused into 
their young minds, against every thing that had any connection with 
what was contemptuously called Shakerism. 

8. The inveterate enmity and opposition which, in those days, 
prevailed so extensively against the Society, was a serious obstacle 
in the way of schooling children. The Society was not at that time, 
sufficiently organized to establish regular schools of their own ; and 
it was found altogether unsafe to send their children to the neighbor- 
ing schools, where they had nothing to expect but abuse, or a cor- 
ruption of morals. It was therefore extremely difficult, for a num- 
ber of years, to pay much attention to literary instruction, even had 
the object been ever so desirable; besides, the general attention of 
the believers was engrossed with matters, which then appeared of 
much greater concern. 

9. But the children were not altogether neglected in this respect. 
Day and evening schools were opened and kept up, where it was 
practicable. By means of these and other private instructions, giv- 
en from time to time, as circumstances permitted, the children brought 
up in the church, both male and female, are all able to read and 
write; and those who possessed the best capacities and the brightest 
natural talents, have generally received a proportionate degree of li- 
terary instruction. This is indeed more than could have been ex- 
pected, considering the difficulties which attended the organization 
of the Society, and which, for many years, pressed so heavily upon 
the people.* 

* The people, at the time of their coining together, were mostly poor; a large pro- 
portion of them were destitute of temporal property, and had therefore nothing to re. 
commend them but their faiih. To establish order and regularity among a large bod/ , 
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10. Eut tfa^se difficulties were at length 90 far surmounted, tbj9t 
schools were regularly organized and maintained in the Society; so 
that the children now gathered in, are regularly instructed in tb« Ta- 
rious branches of common school education; and where trcdls of ge- 
nius appear, they have opportunities of instruction accordingly; and 
thus all receive instruction proportioned to their genius, talents and 
capacities for usefulness. This we consider as sufficient; because it 
will avail nothing for children to spend their time in acquiring ^ 
knowledge of the higher branches of literature, and especially of 
what is ddled classical learning, unless they can apply their know- 
ledge and learning to some beneficial pui^ose. Learning widiout 
usefulness is, at best, but mere lumber of the brain, and often e^- 

. eludes those things which might have been far more useful in its 
place. 

11. We are not insensible that amang the most numerous and po- 
pular professors of Christianity, and especially those of the theologi- 
cal school, a liberal education is deemed indispensable in those wlioipi 
they are willing to receive as ambassadors of Christ. Many youth 
are amiually sent to college for this purpose; and after having q>ent 
four years time, and obtained a sufficient classical education, th^ 
.are admitted to the study of divinity. Thciy must now spend, per- 
haps, three years more in some theological seminary, in order to 
.finish their education, and qualify them for the gospel ministry. 
Thus ^qualified, they are coq^missioned and sent forth as ambas^fi'' 
dors. for Christ! 

12. Those who commission these young students, are doulbtlesfs, 
very careful to see that they are,, according to their rules, fuHy qua- 
lified by their classical and theological studies, for such a work. But 
what evidence have they that God has chosen them to this work? or 
that their studies have qualified them, in his view, for ambassadors 
of Christ? Are they, as careful to obtain evidence of these facts, 
as of their literary attainments ? And dare ihey commission these 
pupils without evidence equally positive and satbfactory ? Th^se tho* 
dogical divines will doubtless acknowledge that it is the prerogative 
of Christ to choose his own ministers, and to commission whom he 
aees fit; and yet they presume to act sls divine agents in this busi- 
ness; but by what authority? and where is their divine commission ? 
They will admit also that Jesus Christ called Peter and others from 
their nets, and conferred on them the apostleship, without a liberal 

of people, so eircumstanced, to provide for their support, protection^nd ooBvenisnce, 
ana to baild them up in the principles of union, pence and harnaony, both m thmga 
spiiftaal and temporal, was an ardnoos undertaking, which reqanred mochrtiino andla«> 
bor, and was attended with many trying difficulties ; and these difficulties were great- 
hr inereased by the powerAil opposition of an unbelieving world, which, til» a mighty 
flood, often threatened the destroction of the Society. 
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education. H« also called Paul, and sent Annanias to commission 
him for a like purpose; and altho'it is admitted that he bad received 
an education; yet who ever supposed that he wag 'educated with a 
new to the apostlcship ? 

13. What man would presume to educate his son for a foreign 
minister, and then commission and send him to a foreign country, in 
ttie name of his government? And what government would accept 
tuch a minister, unauthorized by the government which he professes 
to represent.^ Civil governments do not receive nor acknowledge mi- 
Bisters of this description; and yet what better is the common prac- 
tice of educating and commissioning those who are styled ambca- 
iadors of Christ 7 And where is the divine authority to sanction 
the practice ? Is it not an impious and heaven-daring usurpation of a 
Divine prerogative ? for if the individual subjects of a government 
cannot educate and commission foreign ministers, nor even ministers 
for the home department, for their own government, which is com- 
posed of men of like passions with themselves, how can they. With- 
out a divine commission, presume to do it for Him who *' seeth not 
" as man seeth."* 

14. Without boasting of any extraordinary literary attainments, 
believers have hitherto been able to learn thejr duty, and to do it; 
to receive moral and religious instructions, and to live according to 
them ; to understand the plain and simple truths of the gosi>el, and 
walk in them; firmly believing that those who know their Mister's 
will and do it, render a far more acceptable service to Grod, and will 
obtain a more glorious reward than those who, with the greatest li- 
terary attainments, have never learned to do the will of God; 

15. In their schools, the Society at New-Lebanon and some other 
places, have partially adopted the Lancasterian mode of instruction, 
but with some variations, more congenial with their manner of go- 
vernment and tuition : and the remarkable proficiency of the scho 
lars is a pi oof of the excellency of their institution.! 

16. After a suitable common school education, the youth are in- 
structed in some manual occupation, which, as far as practicable, is 

[^adapted to their genius ftnd capacities; so that all may have the be- 
nefit of some useful calling, by which they can procure a mainte- 
nance, provided they are capable of it. The children gathered into 

• See Heb v. 4. 
t We feel no dispoftttion to combat the false reports of our enemies ; they are wel- 
come to all the benefit they can reap from such reports ; but to quiet the anxiety of 
those who have been induced thereby to believe that we bring up our children in hea- 
thenism, by denying them the use of the Bible, we would merely state that, besides 
other useful books on various sutgect«, the Society has always been well supplied with 
Bibles and Testaments, of vnriuus sizes, suitable for alleges; and we believe there 
cannot be found a single dwelling room in the Society, that has not one or more Bibles 
in it ; and the children have at all times, free acoess to them, as soon as they are able 
to read. 
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the Society, are mostly those brought in by their believing parents; 
tho' the Society has> occasionally, taken in the children of others, 
by the earnest solicitations of their parents and guardians; but this 
b not a common practice. 

17. All are carefully taught to regard the principles of honesty, 
punctnality and uprightness, in all their conduct; to keep a con- 
science void of offence towards God and all men; to be neat, clean- 
ly and industrious; to observe the rules of prudence, temperance 
and good economy in all their works; to subdue all feelings of. sel- 
fishness and partiality; to let the law of kindness, love and charity 
govern all their feelings toward each other; to shun all contention 
and strife, and be careful never to give nor take offence; to conduct 
themselves with civility, decency and good order before all people; 
to promote the happiness of each other as the only sure way to en- 
joy happiness themselves; and to bless one another as the best means 
of securing the blessing of God. 

18. In short, both aged and young, male and female, are requir- 
ed to live and conduct themselves toward each other as becomes 
faithful brethren and sisters in the gospel. And it is found by actu- 
al experience, that those who are the most solicitous to promote the 
peace and happiness of their brethren and sisters, do themselves en- 
joy the greatest measure of peace and happiness. Hence male and 
female, as faithful brethren and sisters in Christ, renouncing all amo- 
rous conduct and conversation, can live together, from year to year, 
in gospel purity, peace and union, enjoy each other's society in so- 
cial harmony, freely share in each other's kindness, and faithftilly la- 
bor to promote each other's happinesis. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Progress and 'present state of the United Society. 

1. In the beginning of the year 1780, the Society consisted, in 
ail, of but about 10 or 12 persons, all of whom came from En- 
gland. Early in the spring of that year, the people in this country, 
having heard their testimony, began to gather to them; and from 
this time, there was a griadual and extensive increase in numbers, 
until the year 1787, when those who had received faith, and had 
been faithful from the beginning, and who were the most fully pre- 
pared, began to collect at New-Lebanon. Here the church was 
established, as a common centre of union, for ail who belonged to 
the Society, in various parts of the country .-This stiU remains as the 
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Motber-Ohnrcli, being the firgtthat war established in gospel order; 
and all tiie 'Societies in the various parts of the country, which are 
established upon the same gospel foundation, and governed by the 
same spirit and principles, are branches of the one Church cf 
Christ, 

2. During a period of five years, from 1787 to 1792, regular So- 
cieties were formed and established upon the same principles of or- 
der and church government, in the various parts of the easteTh 
states, where the testimony t)f the gospel had been received. The 
local situation of each Society, and the present estimate of their num- 
bers, may be stated as follows. 

3. The first and largest Society is at New-Lebanon, situated abotkt 
S^ miles south of Lebanon Springs, in the county of Columbia, and 
state of PJ'ew-York, about 25 miles southeast from Albany, and con- 
tains, at present, between 5 and 600 persons, including old and 
young, male and female. 

4. There is also one at Watervliet, about 7 miles northwest from 
l!ie city of Albany, in the same state. This was established soon af- 
ter the church at New-Lebanon, and now contains upwards of 200 
members. 

5. One at Hancock, in the county of Berkshire and state of Mas- 
sachusetts. This is situated about three miles southeast from New- 
liObanon, and 5 miles west from Pittsfield, and contains about 300 
members. 

6. One at Tyringham, about 16 miles south from Hancock, in the 
same county, which contains about 100 members. 

7. One at Enfield, county of Hartford, in the state of Connec- 
ticut, about 5 miles east from the Connecticut River, and aboat 
18 miles northeasterly from Hartford, which contains about 200 menp- 
bers. 

8. One at Harvard, in the county of Worcester and state of Mas- 
sachusetts, about 30 miles northwesterly from Boston, which con- 
tains about 200 members. 

9. One at Shirley, county of Middlesex, in the same state, 
about 7 miles west from Harvard, which contains about 150 mem- 
bers. 

10. One at Canterbury, in the county of Rockingham, in the state 
of New> Hampshire, about 12 miles north by east from Concdtd, 
which contains upwards of 200 members. 

11. One at Enfield, county of Grafton, in the same state, about 
12 miles southeast from Dartmouth college, which contains upwards 
of 200 members. 

12. One at Alfred, county of York, about 30 miles southwesteriy 
from Portland in the state of Maine, which contains about 200 
ntooibers. 
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13. One at New-Gloucester, counfy of Cumberland^ about 25 
miles northwest from Portland, same state, which cootaios about 1^0 
q;kembers. 

14. These were all the Societies formed prior to the year 180^. 
About tlie year 1785, the testimony was withdrawn from the world; 
so that for a number of years, there was no public manifestation of 
the faith of the Society to those without. The great and important 
work which was then pnog;ressing. in the Church, rendered this ces- 
sation essentially necessary : for while the believers were gathering 
ihemselves into Societies, and establishing gospel order, they found 
enough to do, without testifying their faith to others. A& this was an 
inoportant changje, and absolutely necessacy for the protection and 
permanent establishment of the Society^ it required all the. energies 
of soul and body to. accomplish it. 

15. It was necessary for the believers, after having received th« 
faith, of the gospel, to prove the efficacy of their faith, to try their 
obedience, to establish their principles by the test of actual experi- 
ence, and to. build themselves on- that foundation which could never 
be shaken. And even after the order of the Church was gained, and 
its general principles established by the revelation of God, it requirr 
ed some years of persevering faithfulness in every good work, on the 
part of the people, to strengthen and invigorate the whole system. 
.This, was essentially necessary in order to render it a permanent, 
spiritual institution, calculated to be a pattern and an example of a 
true gospel church, a puri^ed body, in which the true Spirit of Christ 
could abide, and from which, could proceed that spiritual life and 
Di?ine light, which must extend the power of salvation to all who 
are willing to receive it. 

« 16. During this important period, very few were added to their 
number. But near the close of the eighteenth century, the order of 
the Church being established, and the foundation of Zion laid, for 
the in^theriog of souls, the way was prepared for the sound of the 
gospel trumpet to be renewed. Accordingly the testimony began to 
be held forth (o those whose minds were awakened to enquiry. 
Many, by reflecting upon the. signs of the times, and comparing 
them, with the prophecies of scripture, concerning the second com- 
iog^ of Christ, were led to believe that the period to which these pro- 
phecies alluded, had actually arrived, and were earnestly looking 
for some visible display of that great event. 

17. Some of these, by visiting the Society, and observing the 
lives and manners of the people; and examining and comparing « 
their outward fruits with the testimony of Jesus Christ and his apos- 
tles, and with the lives of the primitive Christians; and perceiving 
that the general conduct of the Society was. invariably governed by 
virtuous principles, they were thereby excited to a more particular 
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enquiry. Tlie result was a full conviction in the minds of many; 
so that from that time to this there has been a gradual increase of 
numbers, more or less, in every society of believers throughout 
the land. 

18. But the greatest and most ^markable increase has been in 
the western states. About the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
a most extraordinary revival of religion, commonly called 7%e 
Kentucky Revival, commenced in the western states.* This work 
Was swift and powerful, and exhibited such evident proofs of super- 
natural power, that it excited the attention of all classes of people, 
and, for a season, bore down all opposition. The extraordinary and 
very astonishing outward operations which attended that work, are 
well known, and have been made the subject of serious investigation 
in various parts of the United States. The subjects of this wonder- 
iul work, besides the marvelous operations of the power of God 
upon their bodies, were greatly exercised in remarkable dreams, 
visions, revelations and the spirit of prophecy. In these gifts of the 
Spirit, they saw and testified that the great day of God was at hand; 
that Christ was about to set up his Kingdom on earth, and that this 
very work would terminate in the full manifestation of the latter day 
of glory .t 

19. This remarkable work extended through several of the west- 
ern states, and continued, with increasing light and power, about four 
years. During the latter part of the year 1804, many of the sub- 
jects of tliis mighty work were i)owerfuHy impressed with a belief, 
that another summer would not pass away without realizing a full 
display of that great salvation from sin, for which they had been so 
long and so earnestly praying, and wluch they had not yet attained, 
by all the light and power of the revival. * 

20. The believers in the eastern states received repeated intelli- 
gence of this work from the public papers, and well remembering 
the prophecy of Mother Ann, concerning the opening of the gospel 
in the western country, they began to look for its speedy fulfilment. 
This prophecy had often been spoken of, while that country was the 
theatre of Indian wars; and it appeared that its fulfilment was now 
"near at hand. Accordingly, near the close of the last mentioned 
year, the Church at N. Lebanon was impressed with a feeling to send 
out messengers to visit the subjects of the revival, in that country, 
with a view to search out the state of their minds, and open the tes- 

' timony of salvation to them, provided they were in a situation to re- 

P* See a paTticnlar account of this extraordinaay work in a small yolame entitled 
• ** The Kentucky Revival," by Richard M'Nemac, first published in 1807. 

t The' the real work of the Kingdom had already commenced in the eastern slates, 
yet It was unknown to the people of the western country; and therefore, a» to them, it 
was siiU future, and of course it was represented to them by the spirit of prophec7> in 
the future tense, as a work to come, and which they have since realiased. 
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ceive it, John Meecham. Benjamin S. Youags and Issachar Batea 
were selected for this important mission. 

21. Without any previous acquaintance in the western country, or 
any correspondence with the inhabitants, these messengers set out 
on the first day of January 1805, on a pedestrial journey of more 
than a thousand miles. In the course of this journey they passed 
through some trying scenes, in which they were evidently protected 
and supported by the overruling hand of Divine Providence. They 
arrived in Kentucky about the first of March, visited a number of 
places where the spirit of the revival had prevailed, saw and con- 
versed with many who had been the subjects of it, and felt some 
*reedom to declare their mission. They then passed ever into the 
state of Ohio, and after visiting and conversing with some of the 
subjects of the revival in Springfield in this state, they proceeded on 
to Turtle-Creek, near Lebanon, in the county of Warren, where 
(hey arrived on the 22d of March. 

. 22. They were providentially led to the house of Malcham Wor* 
ley, a man of respectable character, handsome fortune, and liberal 
education, and who had been a leading character in the re vi vail 
Here they f<dt freedom to declare their mission and open their tes- 
timony in full, which Malcham received with great joy, and de- 
clared to them that it was the very work which he had been taught 
lo look for, by the spirit of prophecy. This man had before frer 
quenlly testified, by the spirit, that the work of the latter day, which 
would usher in the Kingdom of Christ, in thaV country, would com- 
mence in tliis place, and spread between the two Miamies. This 
place is situated between these two rivers, near a place called Tur- 
tle-Creek; and there the work did, in reality commence, and he and 
his family were the first who embraced it. 

23. From thence it spread, and was cordially received by many 
of the subjects of the revival, in that vicinity, and in a short time, 
had an extensive circulation through that part of the state, and sooA 
afterwards extended into Kentucky and Indiana, and was joyfully 
received by many, and violently opposed by many others. Indeed 
the violence of opposition, in various places where the testimony was 
received, was ofien so great, that nothing short of Divine Power 
could have protected the lives of these messengers, and rendered 
Iheir testimony effectual. 

•24- The great opposition which was raised against the testimony, 
in that country, was first instigated by the principal leaders of a class 
of people who had styled themselves Christians^ in contradistinc- 
tion to all others who professed that name, under different denomi- 
nations. Some of these had been distinguished leaders in the late 
revival; but instead of advancing forward into that increasing work, 
to which the spirit of the revival had so powerfully directed them. 
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thej had set themselves to building, up tabernacles on that illumi- 
mated ground, which had been so eminently distinguished by the 
light of the reTival. Having devised a plan, embracing a' universal 
Intern of religion, which was to blend all denominations into one, 
and in which they doubtlesB expected to hold a preeminent rank, 
Aey had assumed the christian rtame, as an appropriate title to 
flieir' profession. 

25. But when they perceived by the spirit of the present testi- 
ibony, that instead of ruHng in earthly tabernacles, on a mount of 
ekninence, and wieldingf the ban'ners of a universal religion, they 
ihust descend into the^ valley of humiliation, and humble themselvea 
oh a' level with the people over wh»m they had before presided; 
confess their sins in the presence of those whom they had considered 
tfr greatly their inferiors, and take up a final cross against ** the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and piideof life,'^ and thus renounce 
forever these most darling pleasures of nature, they inched from 
the dreadful undertakings and chose rather to forego the answer i>f 
their former prayers fbr ChrisVs J&ngdam to come, than to enjoy 
its blessings at such a filing sacrifice. 

* 26. Hence, after rejecting so great a light, they became the fbre* 
most in opposition, and exerted all their influence to prejudice the 
minds of their hearers, and excite them to acts of violence. In this 
ftey were but too successful, especially with those who were deter- 
mined to have the pleasures of a carnal nature at the ri^ of their 
eternal salvation; and hence arose those scenes of opposition and 
persecution which followed. These scenes began by opposing, mo- 
lesting and disturbing the believers, in their testimony and worship, 
by various kinds of mockery, railing and cursing, by threatening, 
pushing, collaring', and other acts of personal abuse and insult. 

27. From these things they proceeded to more extensive acts of 
violence and injury, both of a public and private nature; such as 
besettbg their houses in the night, bi«aking their windows, assault- 
ing their persons with clubs and stones, beating and abusing their 
bodies, tlu-owlng down their fences in the night, and turning in cattle 
to destroy their grain, cutting and mangling their fruit ^es, crop- 
ping and disfiguring their horses, and what seemed still more midi- 
Gious, burning their place of worship, and also their bams and stables, 
which contained their stores of hay and grain. 

28. These violent and lawless abases being found insufficient to 
exterminate the society, or to suppress their testimony, more delibe- 
mte, and more extensive measures were adopted. Legal prosecu- 
tions were instituted upon the most frivolbus pretences; petitions 
drawn up, subscribed and laid before the legislature; and finally, to 
ihsure success to their measures, subscription papers, accompanied 
by malicious reports, and' enforced by inflammiitory ^eches, wer« 
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industriously circulated through the country, with a view to raise 
forces sufficient to expel the beHerers from the country, and thereby 
efiectndly to suppress the hated religion and its galling testimony. 
Tlie minds of the inhabitants being thus instigated and prepared, it 
required no legal authority to raise forces sufficient, in their opinion, 
to accomplish their object. 

29. Accordingly, on the 27th of August, 1810, a body of five 
hundred armed men, led on by officers in mflitary array, appeared 
before the principal dwelling of the Society in ITnion Vyiage. This 
formidable force was preceded and followed by a large concourse of 
spectBtors, of ail descriptions of people, estimated at nearly 2000 in 
ftucrtber,* whose object was to witness the mighty conflict, expected 
to feke place, between a body of 500 armed men, and a few harm- 
less and defenceless Shakers, Among this great concourse were 
many^ who were friendly to the Society, and whose only wish was 
to prevent mischief and preserve peace; but the far greatest ma- 
jority were either entire strangers or decided enemies, who came 
to support the militiiry in case of necessity. Many of these were 
armed in mob array, some with guns and swords, somb with bayo- 
nets fixed on- poles or sticks of various lengths, and others with 
staves, hatchets, koiT'es and clubs. These formed a motley multitude 
of every description, from ragged boys to hoary headed men, exhi- 
biting altogether a hideous and grotesque appearance. 

30; But notwithstanding all these threatening and warlike appear- 
ances, no confusion appeared among the believers through the day; 
but they remained calm, peaceable and undismayed, and attended 
to their usual occupations with as much regularity as the confused 
circumstances of the day would permit. 

31. This motley multitude having collected, and the troops hav- 
ing taken their station near the meeting-house, a deputation of 12 
men came forward, headed by a presbyterian preacher ;t and after 
making a number of unreasonable and inconsistent demands, (de- 
mands with which the leaders of the Society had neither power 
nor authority to comply,) they proceeded to state as the principal 
requisition of this extraordinary concourse of armed men, that ihe 
Society should relinquish their principles and practice, their puMic 
fe^ftimony, mode of worship and manner of living, or quit the coun- 
try. These extraordinary demands were accompanied with threats 
of violence in case of refusal. 

32. The answer of the Society was calm and mild, but plain and 
pc^five: Hiat they esteemed their faith in the gospel dearer than 
Iheir lives, and were therefore determined to maintain it, whatever 

* Some samwsed the number to exceed 2000, exclusive of the military force, 
t Matthew O. W^allaae, who acted as chief speaker, and appeared to be (he orc«ii of 
ika mighty army. 
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they might sufier as the consequence; and as to quitting the country^ 
they were upon their own possessions, which they had purchased 
with their own money, and for which they were indebted to no man;* 
that they held no man's property ; and therefore had a just right to 
the peaceable enjoyment of their own possessions, in a free country, 
and were entitled to those liberties granted by the laws of their coun^ 
try, including the liberty of conscience. 

33. It cannot reasonably be supposed that such an extraordinary 
assemblage of men; in hostile array, could have been mustered oa 
6uch an occasion, had they all been personally acquainted with the 
believers. But many of them, having probably never seen a Ska- 
ker, had been influenced by false reports, inflammatory speeches and 
publications of evil minded men; some of the. most malicious and 
influential of whom were professed preachers of the gospel; and the 
more ignorant part being called out by . their officers, to cru^ a 
growing society of people whom they verily supposed were more 
inhuman than the savages of the wilderness, and ^hose religion they 
had been taught to believe was far more dangerous than popery or 
Mahometanism, they readily complied with the call. And unfor- 
tunately for the honor of civilized society, there are generally many 
found in it, who are always ready to assbt in any riotous proceed- 
ings, whenever occasion offers. 

34. But many who came armed, were astonishtngly disappointed 
when they found that they had no occasion for arms, as they found 
they had no enemy to combat. The calm, peaceable and harmless 
deportment of the believers, together with the expostulations of a 
few respectable individuals who were friendly to the Society; and 
the freedom shown, and liberty given to examine the youth and 
children, reported to be held in bondage; the orderly and flouri8h-_ 
ing appearance of their school; the marks of contentment visible in 
the countenances of the children, and the decent and orderly appear- 
ance of every thing around them, all conspired to change the senti* 
ments and feelings of these vindictive toarriars to such a degree, 
that they all withdrew without committing any abuse, or occasioning 
any contentions, except among themselves.* 

35. The enemies of truth being thus defeated in this bold and for- 
midable enterprise, renewed their exertions to inflame the public 
mind, and effect the destruction of the Society. But in consequence 
of an increasing acquaintance of the inhabitants with the people of 
this Society, by which their lives and manners became more gen^ 
rally known, together with some signal instances of the interposition 
of Divine Providence in their favor, the malicious efforts of their ene- 

• W« have given only the oatUnee of these tmnsactione ; our limits will not permit iw 
to be more particular. 
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mies became, by degrees, less successful. For there are but few, 
in the present day, who are willing to persecute an honest people for 
their religion, when once their real sentiments are well known; and 
^ii^PP>^y ) ^o^ ^^^ ^^c generally found among the most bigoted profes- 
sors of some false religion : for true religion never produced anyperse- 
cutors. But unfortunately, there are many inconsiderate mortals to 
be found in every civilized country, who, having no principle of 
their own, -readily become the dupes of designing bigots, and by 
them are oflen urged to acts of violence which would put even sava- 
ges to shame. 

36. These persecutions in the western states, produced inquiry 
and personal examination, which generally led to a knowledge of 
the truth; consequently the testimony of truth prevailed, and believ- 
ers were multiplied. People of all classes and various denomina- 
tions, the high and the low, the rich and the poor flocked together, 
and seemed equally anxious to hear the testimony an€ become par- 
takers of the way of life and salvation. In various places the preach- 
ers and their people, with equal zeal, embraced the testimony and 
took up their crosses; and among the great numbers who set out to 
walk in the narrow way, were many respectable characters of dif- 
ferent denominatidhs. 

37. The testimony has mostly prevailed in the states of Ohio, 
Kentucky and Indiana, where Societies have been established. There 
are at present, five Societies in these three states. But many from 
other states have embraced the testimony, moved in, and become 
members of these Societies: There are two Societies in the State 
of Ohio; one at Union Village, in the county of Warren, about four 
miles west from the Village of Lebanon, and 30 north by east from 
Cincinnati. This is the oldest and largest Society in the western 
Stales, and contains nearly 600 members, The other is at Water- 
vliet, on Beaver Creek, in the county of Montgomery, about 2S 
miles north from Union Village, and six southeast from Dayton, 
which contains about 100 members. 

38. There are also two in Kentucky; one at Pleasant Hill, in Mer- 
cer county, about 7 miles easterly from Harrodsburgb, and 21 south- 

^ westerly from Lexington, which contains between 4 and 500 mem- 
bers. The other is at South Union Jasper Springs, in Logan coun- 
ty, about 15 miles northeasterly from Russellville, and contains be- 
tween 3 and 400 members. The fifth and last is at West Union, 
Knox county, in the state of Indiana. It is situated on Busseron 
Creek, near its confluence with the Wabash, about 16 miles above 
Vincennes, and contains upwards of 200 members.* There are 

* Since the first edition of this work was published, the Society at West Union In- 
diana, has been dissolved on account of the nnhealthiness of the location, and the mem- 
bers who resided there have removed 10 other branches of the community. Three 
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alsa nuiBbers in various parts of the United- States, who. haFe em- 
braced the faith of the Society, but whose circumstances have not,, 
as yet, admitted of their being gathered into a regular body. 

^)9. The number of believers contained in all the Societies, both 
in the eastern and western states, exeeeds 4000. Two-thirds, at 
least, of this number, have been added since the commenceinent of 
the present century; and the number is gradually increasing."^ Most 
of the Societies contain a number of large families, and each family^ 
is accommodated with one or more large and convenient dwellng^ 
houses, and wit|^ shops and out-houses, for the convenience of car- 
rying on the vanous brancheis of business pursued by the family. 
There is also, in each Society, a house for public worships and aa 
office or offices for the transaction of public business. 

40. The principal employments of the people are agricultuce,- h&sn 
ticulture, and the various branches of domestics manufacture; of 
course the principal articles of consumption among them, are most^ 
of their own produce and manufacture; and their various mechani- 
cal branches furnish a variety of articles for market. 

41. Temperance and chastity, plainness and simplicity, neatnesS) 
industry and good economy, are among those virtuous principles 
which actuate the people of the United Society, in all their t^soporal 
concerns, and which tend greatly to promote the health and proi^e 
rity of the Society, and insure the blessings of Divine Providence 
upon all their labors. And it is found by many years experience, 
that this manner of life is more conducive to the general health of the 
body, tfaan any other with which we are acquainted ; and this &xfe^ 
rience has also proved, that fewer deaths have occurred In the Soci^ 
ety, once its establishment,, in proportion to the number of people, 
than is usual among those who live after the common coiurse of ihm 
worid.t 

new Societies have since been established ; one at White Water, Hamilton conntv, O., 
SS miles N. W. of Cincinnati, containing about 150 members ,* one at Nortli Union, 
about 6 miles nortlieasterty from Cleveland, O., containing about SOO members ; ana 
one at Groveland, Livingston county, N. Y., about 4 miles south from Mount Morria, 
containing about 160 members. And there has been a gradual increase of members in 
vMrious branches of the coxmounity, both east and west, which are in a general state of 
prosperity, both in things temporal and spiritual. And there are numbers who have 
recently received feith, but are not yet gathered into the established <«ociety. 

*■ We nre far from feeling a disposition to proclaim our numbers to Uie world ; but 
the inquiries which are continually made by strangers, to ascertain our numbers, and 
the local sitttation of the different Societies in our communion, have mduced us to 
give a statement of these particulars. We are, as jret, but a smul people, mtd few in 
number, compared with the vast multitudes enrolled in the catalogue of other denomina- 
tions; but when we c<msider the testimony of Jesus Christ, that, ^* Strait is the g^te, 
^* and narrow is the way, which leadetli unto life, and few there be that find it," we 
camiot but feel a sense of thankAilness for that mercy of God, which has called us to 
be numbered with the chosen few ; and to as it is a matter of more importance to in- 
crease in the principles x>f peace and. righteousness, than to increase in numbers Yet 
we feel a firm reliance upon the prcnnises of God, by the mouth of his prophets : " I will 
'* multiply them and they shall not be few j I will also glorifv them and they shall not 
" be small. — A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation : I 
** the Lord will hasten it in his time." See Isa. he. S2d, and Jer. zxx. 10. 

t The ancientt reckoned a generation to last 30 years, and the modems hare gent- 
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CHAPTER V. 

B:ematks on ike Worship of God : ^he origin, practice and 
Tcasondhleness cf Dancing, as an act of Divine Worship, 

1. The subject of religious worship has excited the attention of a!l 
luttions, t)f all reHgrons, throughout all ages of the world. Perhaps 
there is no subject on which there has existed a greater diveridty Of 
sentiment. Even among those who profess the Christian religion, 
fee g^at variety of opmions would seem to indicate to an impartial 
observer, that almost every different denomination believed iu a dif- 
ferent God, and expected to be saved by a different Savior, and to 
enjoy a different Heaven. 

2. This great diversity of opinion, on a subject of such infinite 
impoitance to all, is certainly most conclusive evidence of the great 
deficiency of the Spirit of God among Christian professors, and of 
theb ignorance of his true character and most acceptable worsh^. 
In fimner days, this diversity of sentiment was the occasion of great 
contentions and persecutions; but since the principles of civil and 
religious liberty have had a prevailing influence, and the spirit of 
persecution has lost its tyrannical power, modem Christians profess 
great chaiity and forbearance towards each other; but still the same 
^fference of religious sentiment prevails, and there are stUl many 
ways of performing religious worship. 

3. When Jesus Christ was on earth, he prayed for his followers, 
tiiat they might be one with him, as he was one with the Father. 
" Asthou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 
** one in us.*' Arid again: " that they may be one, even as we are 
•* one.*** And the apostle Paul to the Ephesians, testifies that thei*e 
is, *' One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.'*t 
If then Uiere is i>ut one God, one Lord, one faith and one baptism ; 
tmd if Christ is one with the Father, and his people are one with him; 
bow is it that those who profess to be his people, at -the present day, 
are so divided into sects and parties ? Surely Christ's true follow- 
ers cannot be divided; they are one with him, as he is one with the 
Father. 

raU^F agreed that the life of man has not increased. From the commencement of the 
TJnited Society, in the year 1780, np to 1800, the average ages of those who deceased 
at New l^banon and Watervliet, exceeded 50 yeurs. Since that period to the present 
lime, the average ages of all that have decsased m these two Societies, amoant to 
ftboat 60 yeus. The average ages from that period have rather increased. Tho' there 
was in the beginning at least an ordinary proportion of yenng children, and tho' many 
children ha?e. since been gathered into the Society ; yet only 5 have deceased under 
lOyean, and'but STonder-il yearsiofage. 

♦ John, xvu. 21. 89. t Eph. iv. 5, 6. 
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4. Again: Jesus Christ testified, saying, " I am the way, and the 
" truth, and the life."* He did not say, " I am one of the ways;" 
but, ** I am the wayJ*^ Again he said; " God is Spirit; and they 
" that worship him, must worship in spirit and in truth."! How then 
is it possible that the One Spirit of Grod^ which is in Christ, who 
teaches us to worship in spirit and in truths should at the same 
time, teach Christians so many different opinions ? Surely no true 
Christian, who knows any thing of the ^irit of God, can ever sup- 
pose this to be the case; and if not, then we would ask, who has 
taught these opinions, and directed and established all these ways of 
worship ? 

5. The Spirit of God and of Christ, which is owe, necessarily leads 
to a oneness, both in doctrine and in worship; but the various doc- 
trines and modes of worship among the various sects of professing 
Christians, instead of uniting souls in the Spirit of Christ, produce 
a contrary effect. They tend much more to scatter and divide ; 
and hence the increasing divisions and separations that are continual- 
ly taking place, from time to time, among those who call themselves 
Christians. 

6. ** In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrine the com- 
'' mandments of men."t And so long as their systems of religious 
doctrine and worship are of hiunan invention, so long will they wor- 
ship in vain. The only worship which is, or ever can be acceptable 
to God, is that which is performed in obedience to his will. There- 
fore, the first object of every rational soul ought to be, to know the 
will of God, and to do it. '* If any man will do his will, he shall 
" know of the doctrine, whether it be of God."|| 

7. In the early ages of mankind, after the fall, it does not appear 
that there was any established order of worship given ; but those 
whose hearts were turned to honor the living and true God, worship- 
ed him by their obedience in those things which he commanded 
them. Thus Enoch, Noah, and the rest of the early patriarchs^ 
served God ; and thus Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and the 
prophets, in after ages, served God. And tho' they frequently of- 
fered sacrifices and burnt-offerings ; yet it was done in obedience 
to the will of Grod ; otherwise their offerings could not have been 
accepted. 

8. After the children of Israel were brought out of the land of 
Egypt, they, as a body of people, a chosen generation, served God 
by their obedience to those ordinances which Grod gave to Moses for 
their protection. This was the established worship of the childi^n 
of Israel; and this continued with all who were obedient to the will 
of God, till the coming of Jesus Christ. A short time previous to the 

• John, xiv. 6. t John, iv. 84. % Matt xv. 0. U Joha, viL 17. 
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mioistration of Jesus Christ, John the Baptist was sent to preack re- 
pentance and baptize with water; and all who received his testimony, 
and were obedient to i<, honored God by confessing their sins and 
receiving tlie baptism of water, which was a figure of the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit,* which was to follow, as the true baptism of 
Christ. 

9. But during the dispensation of Moses, through all the law and 
the prophets, it is worthy of particular remark, that God woidd not 
accept the offerings of those who were disobedient, but severely re- 
proved them by the mouth of the prophets. *' Ah! sinful nation, a 
" people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil doers, children that ape 
'* corruptorsi Bring no more vain oblations; to what purpose is the 
" multitude of your sacrifices unto me ? saith the Lord: when ye 
" spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when 
^* ye make many prayers, I will not hear."t These, and many other 
severe reproofs, clearly show that Grod would not accept an offering 
from those who were disobedient and sinful, even tho' the offering, in 
other re^)ects, were conformable to his CHvine Institution. And so 
it is in the present day; God never will accept any kind of offering, 
nor any manner of worship, from those who live in disobedience to 
bis will, and knowingly commit sin. - 

10. When Jesus Christ came, he served and worshiped God by 
doing his will in all things; he faithfully finished the work which the 
Father gave him to do. The apostles also, and the primitive Chris- 
tians, who were faithful to obey the law of Christ, worshipped God 
as they were moved and du*ected by his Spirit; and by their perfect 
obedience they found justification before God. 

11. But as the Kingdom of Christ was not permanently established 
on earth, at that time, tho' the work of his Kingdom was begun, and 
the foundation of his Church was laid, yet the time had not arrived, 
nor was the way prepared for a permanent establishment; therefore 
DO particular order of religious worship could be fully established in 
that day ; and indeed, if any such had been given, it would undoubt- 
edly have shared the fate of those institutions which were givefi, that 
is, it would have been shamefully corrupted or utterly destroyed by 
the wicked works of Antichrist, which soon followed. But while the 
primitive Christians stood faithful in their calling, they assembled 
themselves together, and worshiped Grod in prayer, vocal or silent; 
in praise and thanksgiving; in exhortations to faithfulness, and in 
feasts of charity, by which they expressed their love and union to 
each other; in prophecy ing and speaking with new tongues, and in 
such other acts of worship as they were led into by the operations of 
the Holy Spirit. 

• 1 Cor. xii. 13. t Ita. i. 4, 11, 13, 18. 
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.12. This various kind of worship, excepting perhaps some of the 
:ap08tolic gifts, continued, mostly, with all the true witnesses, who 
followed the dictates of theSpiiit of Truth, through «dl the long and 
igloomy reign of Antichristian darkness, until near the time of Christ^s 
second appearing. 

13. At this time, there were many who felt themselves in- 
volved in a night of spiritual darkness, in which they saw that the 
great body of christian professors, instead of being led by the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, had become the blind and bigoted dupes of 
human creeds and human ceremonies, and were led and. governed by 
worldly wisdom and ecclesiastical pc^cy, under :the power of Anti- 
christ. Under a sorrowful impression of this truth, they chose to dis- 
trust their own natural wisdom and judgment, in regard to spiritual 
things, as being liable to lead them into the aame dead formalities, 
and to rely on ihe influence of the Holy Sjnrit to guide and direct 
them in the wor^ip of God. Hence they performed no acts of wor- 
ship, exc^t such as they were involuntarily moved to perform by;the 
influence of the ^irit of Life from God. 

14. A number of these faithful souls, having united themselves to- 
gether, and being thus separated from ^e lifeless formulas and'fr^uit- 
kss ceremonies of: human invention, and feeling wholly dependent on 
the gift of God, devoted themselves to his will, determined to- follow 
no guide short of a clear manifestation of Divine light. Hence the 
light of Divine truth, and the operations of Divine power, increased 
amoi^ them, untU they were involuntarily led, by the mighty power 
of God, to go forth and worship in the dance. The apostolic gifts 
were also renewed in their full power; so thaf they spake with new 
tongues and proi^ecied." In these operations, they were filled with 
•melodious and heavenly songs, especially while under the operation 
of dancing. These involuntary operations of singing and dancing 
were repeated, from time to time in their assemblies, tho^ often inter- 
mixed with other spiritual gifi», till, by Divine Rev^tkin, they be- 
came an established exercise in the worship of €bd. 

15. Thus the exercise of dancing in the worship of God, w^ 
broi^ht to light, not as an^exercise of human invention, instituted by 
human authority; but as a manifestation of the will of God, through 
the special operations of bis Divine Power. 

16. This exercise was expressly pointed out by tibe law and the 
prc^hets, as the peculiar manner of worship to be established among 
God's people in the latter day. As the great and last display of God's 
grace to fallen man, luid the peculiar mode of religious worship at- 
tending it, were to be introduced through the female; so it is woilfay 
of remark, that under the law and the prophets, both the example 
and the promise were, in a peculiar maimer, prefigured in the 
>male. 
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17. When the cbBdrtn of Israel were delivered from tl^ir Egyp- 
lian bondage,^ (which was a striking figure of the redemption of God's 
people from the dominion of sini) Moses and the children of Israel 
sung unto the Lord a song of thanksgiving for their dellvercmce. 
** Aad Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in 
*^ her hand; and all the women went out after her, with timbrels and 
** with danqes."* Also, when Jephthah returned from his victory 
over the children of Ammon, *' his daughter came out to meet hin^ 
** with timbrels and with dances."! So also, after the victory of Da- 
vid and the Israelites over Goliah and the Philistine armies, ** The 
" women came out of all the ci^es of Israel, singing and dancing.'*! 
And again : at the yearly feast of the Lord in Shiloh, the daughters 
** of Stuloh came out *' to dance in dances*" And when the ark of 
God was removed and established in the city of David, the occasion 
was celebrated by the same exercise; David and all Israel danced 
before the Lord. 

18. It appears evident that dancing was practiced among the chil- 
dren of Israel, on all joyful occasions, and especially on obtaining 
a victory over their enemies; which was a figurative naanifestation 
of the manner in which the tru3 followers of Christ were to be cane4 
to worship God, and manifest their joy in the latter day, for theif 
victory over the powers of darkness. And as this kind of worship 
was acceptable to God in that day, and was the highest expressioi;^ 
of joy and thankfulness that could be used on such extraordinary ocr 
casions; so it was not only a most striking figure of the joy and trir 
umph of the saints in the latter day, but an evident example of the 
most expresave kind of worship in which they can unitedly exercise 
the faculty of soul and body, in the service of God. 

19. In consequence of the captivity of the Israelites in Babylon, 
they were deprived of this sacred exercise, and, like the vessels of 
the sanctuary it was profaned by the wicked, in the service of the 
Devil. Hence the lamentation of the prophet Jeremiah; "The joy 
'* of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into mourning.'ll And 
tho' this kind of worship was abused in the idolatrous revels of the 
wicked ; y et a promise was given that it should be restored in the 
latter day. And it is worthy of remark, that this promise is particu- 
larly connected with the promises which allude to the restoration of 
the church, and the latter day of glory. 

20. Thus saith the Lord, by the prophet Jeremiah; " Behold,! 
** will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the 
'* coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the wo- 
" man with child and her that travaileth with child together : a great 
« company shall return thither. "If Here is a particular allusion to 

• BaBod. ^. so. t Jtidy. ad. 84. 1 1 «*«. - xriH. S. « L«n. ^. W . 

f Sm Jer. chap. xxxi. 
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the (derations of the gospel of Christ, in his second appearing, which 
was to be made manifest in calling lost souls from the various quar- 
ters where they were scattered, and gathering them to a place of 
peace and safety, where they were to enjo^ the benefits of the gos- 
pel, in a united body. 

21. And again : " They shall come with weeping, and with suplica- 
*' tions will I lead them : I will cause them to walk by the rivers of 
" waters in a strait way, wherein they shall not stumble." This implies 
that, forsaking the former course of their lives, they were to come 
as humble penitents, imploring the mercy of God, and seeking sal- 
vation from sin. By the rivers of waters y is to be understood, 
tiie refreshing streams of eternal life, which will cleanse, purify and 
refresh the soul that receives the benefit of them. By walking in a 
Strait way, wherein they shall not stumble^ implies that the 
way will be so perfectly plain, clear and certain, that no one can 
^ doubt the safety of it, nor stumble into any darkness or uncertainty 
while he keeps in it; and being a way of perfect righteousness, it 
cannot possibly admit any thing that is sinful or wrong. 
. 22. " Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, 
" and shall flow together to tiie goodness of the Lord : — Then shall 
** the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together: 
" for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them, 
'* and make them rejoice from their sorrow. And I will satiate the 
*'soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied 
*' with my goodness, saith the Lord." 

23. What can be more plain and clear to the point than these de- 
clarations of the prophet? What words could describe with more 
certainty, not only the fullness of joy, comfort and satisfaction of 
those who should come into this plain and perfect way, but also the 
divine exercises, and very manner of worship in which they would 
be engaged? The ierm virgin, signifies purity; and this prediction 
of the prophet was evidently intended to imply, that those who should 
be called to this glorious work, and enjoy these blessed privileges, 
must be a pure people. Hence, *' both young men and old," being 
characterized by the title virgin, must possess purity of heart, and 
live a virgin life.* 

24. We are aware that a strong prejudice prevails against the ex- 
ercise of dancing, as an act of divine worship, in consequence of its 
having been, for many ages, perverted to the service of the wicked. 
Hence, it b considered by many as, at best, but a vain recreation, 

^* It i« the prevailing opioion that this prophecy alluded to the return of the Jews from 
Babytoa ; but admitting that the prophecy had a literal allaaion to that event; yet their 
return wa« but a figure of the restoration tff the true church: and as the character of 
th0 jewB waa by no means answerable to the title of tA« virgin; therefore the trae spi- 
rit of that prophecy could not be fbUUted in them ; its real acqompUshment must be in 
tks mrgin ekunh ^ Christ. 
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much more calculated to gratify the levity of. giddy, thoughtless mor- 
tals, and to divert the mind from sober reflections, than to enliven 
tiie devotional feelings of the heart, and promote the solid enjoy- 
ments of the Christian. Therefore they judge it altogether unreas- 
onable and inconsistent to suppose it can be acceptable to God as an 
act of divine worship. But we would seriously ask whether the same 
objections will not operate, stUl more forcibly, against singing, as an 
actof divine worship? 

25. It is a well known fact, that every created talent, pertaining 
to fallen man, which was designed for the service of God, has been 
perverted and abused to vain, foolish and wicked purposes; and 
perhaps none more generally so than that of singing. Music, un- 
connected with dancing, is doubtless much more generally used, 
as an amusement oi the wicked : besides, as it is the very life of 
dancing, it must, at least, be equally reprehensible in that view 
alone. But this is not all. The talents of poetry and music, ex- 
clusive of their connection with dancing, are still far more abused 
by being devoted to base purposes. 

26. Is there a single base passion or evil propensity, in human na- 
ture, which has not been more or less excited, indulged and gratified 
by means of poetical and musical compositions ? How often have 
the angiy passions been roused by war songs, and urged mankind 
to mutual butchery,' blood and slaughter ? How oAen have the las- 
civious pas^ons been excited and indulged by obscene songs ! 
How oflen is morality set at naught, and piety and religion abused, 
yea, and the name of God and all sacred things blasphemed by the 
wicked, in their profane songs ! How often has vice been exalted, 
and virtue depressed — ^yea, how often has the virtuous mind been 
robbed of its mnocence, and villany emboldened in crimes, by song^ 
calculated and used for those very purposes ! Do not the revels of 
drunkards and profane swearers often owe their excesses to their 
bacchanalian songs, as well as to their bottles ? 

87. In short, have not thefts, robberies and murders, and indeed 
every species of villany, been much more excited and encouraged 
by music than by dancing ? And yet music has been encouraged 
and practiced, as a part of divine worship, by nearly all denomina- 
tions, while dancing has been condemned and excluded. But upon 
what principle ? Why truly upon this; that dancing cannot be an 
acceptable mode of worship, because it is practiced in the carnal 
recreations of the wicked ! Thus man assumes the right of deciding 
in what manner God shall be worshiped ! But will God acknowledge 
such a decision as this ? And must the followers of Christ, in com-, 
pliance with this decision, bury a portion of their talents in the earth, 
which were given for the service of God, because the wicked have 
profanely abused such like talents, in the service of the Devil ? Does 
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such a deciidon.appeaE Memorable to the wisdom oC .nupii: ev0p|.iipQB 
the supposition that he has a right to decide lit wljat manner God. 
shall bei worshiped ? Is it not i*atber a glaring evidenqe of the totals 
insufficiency of human sagacity to regulate those, things which .belong 
to Divine Wisdom ? 

28. God has created man an active^ intelligent beings posseis^iiig 
important powers and faeulties^ capable of «erying hunself according 
to his needs and circumstances; and he is required .ta devote these, 
powers and faculties to the serWce of God, To derote onlj a part 
to the service of God, is to render an imperfect service,, which God; 
never wUl accept Man is . required to love Grod with , all his he$urt» 
soul, mind and strength.* Every faculty must therefore be devoted 
to the love of God; but it is in vain to tall^ of loving God with all 
the faculties, without serving him with all the faculties : for no man 
who. truly loves God with all his faculties,, can refi-ain from devoting 
all to. his service; and he who is. unwilling to deirote all to thQ.S€irr. 
vice of God, can neverdevote all to his love. 

29. God has created nothing ui vain. The faculty of dancing, a^ 
well as that of singing, was undoubtedly created for the hongr .and 
glory of the Creator; and therelore it must be devoted to Jbis servlcoi 
in order to answer that purpose. God has created the. tongue of man« 
and endowed it with the faculty of speech, by which he is enabled to 
manifest the desires and feelings of his mind. He has alao created 
tiie hands and the feet, and enabled them to perform their functions, 
in the service of the body. And shall these important faculties, or 
indeed any of the powers and faculties of man, which God has given 
to be devoted to his service, be active in his own service, or in the 
service of sin, and yet be idle in the service of God ? Or. shall the 
tongue alone be employed in the service of God, while all the other 
faculties of the body are idle, or otherwise, employed ? employed 
too, perhaps, in some evil, or at best, some useless purpose. 

30. The parable of the Unfaithful servant, who buried his talent in 
the earth, is well calculated to jshow that Gpd requires o{ man the 
faithful improvement of his talents; and it mjust hence appear evident, 
that he who will not improve his talents, cannot be accepted of God, 
nor find an entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven. Man is made up 
of certain active powers and faculties which were created of God, 
and which must be ^aiployed in some active service, or remain idle. 
When &ese faculties are exercised in divine worship, God is honored 
and glorified by them; but when they are. exercised in the service of 
sin and Satan, then God is dishonored thereby. If therefore the soid 
who suffers these talents to remain idle and unimproved, is to b^ ex- 
cluded from the Kingdom of Heaven, what must be the portion of hiifi 

«Se«M«rkxa.8a. 
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whp einplojrs those talents in the service of the DevH, which were 
giren him for the service of God ? 

31. God requires ihe faithful improyement of every created talent. 
*' O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice 
'' of triumph. — Sing unto the Lord a new song; sing his praise in 
" the congregation of the saints. Let the children of Zion be joyful 
"in their King; let them praise his name in the dance. V* These 
e:q>ressions of the inspired Psalmist are worthy of serious considera* 
tion.^ Do they not evidently imply that the IMvine Spirit which dic- 
tated them, requires the devotion of all our faculties in the service of 
God ? How then can any people, professing religion, expect to find 
acceptance with God by the service of the tongue only ? 
. 32. Since we are blessed with hands and feet, those active and 
useAil members of the body on which we mostly depend, in our own 
service, shall we not acknowledge our obligations to God who gave 
them, by exercising them in our devotions to hjim ? Or shall we act 
the part of dishonest debtors, who deal in good words and fair speech- 
es, instead of repaying what they justly owe ? Words are but sounds 
utte^red by the tongue ; and if uttered in truth and sincerity, they 
may express the ideas and feelings of the heart; but the heart, without 
the assistance of the tongue, is capable of expressing to God all 
that we can express by the tongue. 

33. God indeed looks at the heart; and altho' some may plead 
the merit of devoting their hearts to God, and urge that he can be 
sufficiently worshiped by such a devotion, without the exercise of 
dancing, or any other exertion of the bodily faculties, not even ex- 
cepting the tongue; yet the heart must be but feebly engaged in the 
worst4p of God, when all the active powers of the body are idle. 
There is a too powerful connection between the body and mind, and 
too strong an influence of the mind upon the body, to admit of much 
activity of mind in the service of God, without the co-operating ex- 
ercises of the body. But where the heart is sincerely and fervently 
engaged in the service of God, it has a tendency to produce an 
active influence on the body. 

34. " From the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." So 
also from the heart proceeds that fervency of spirit by which we wor- 
ship God in the dance, and by which we show forth the acknoweldg- 
mentsof the soul to Him who gave us life and activity. The devotion 
of the heart, which includes all the feelings and intentions of the mind, 
is indeed absolutely necessary at all times, and under all external 
exercises. For a thousand adorations of prayer and praise, pro- 
nounced by ti^ tongue, would be but empty sounds, wi^out the de- 
votional feelings of the heart, which must finally test the sincerity of 

* P«a. zlvii. 1. aud cxUz. 1, 3, 3. 
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tibe worshiper in the sight of God. So also, wi<h regard to the ex 
ercise of dancing, or any exercise of the bodily powers, they must 
proceed from the heart, or they can never find acceptance before 
God. 

35. As union is the distinguishing characteristic of tiie true fol-. 
lowers of Christ; so it is an essential part of the worship of God. 
Where a body of Christians are united in Spirit, they cannot but 
feel a peculiar blessing when tmited in their religious devotions. To 
render this the more perfect, a uniformity of exercise is necessary. 
Indeed the true union of the spirit has a direct tendency to produce 
a harmonious order in the exercises of divine worship. As Christ's 
followers are one with him as he is one with the Father; so, where 
all are united in one spirit, to worship (rod according to his own ap- 
pointment, they will be engaged ' in a uniform exercise. Such is 
the harmony of the heavenly world, and such must be the harmony 
of the christian church, in its completed order.* 

36. It Will doubtless be granted, that no one can worship God for 
another; that each one must exercise his own faculties in the ser- 
vice of God, and not depend on the exercise of another's facalties. 
And hence the necessity of a harmonious unity in divine worship, that 
each individual may participate in the united devotions of the whole 
body, and mutually contribute to the strength, and share in the har- 
mony of all. Union is the strength of God's people, and the glory 
of divine worship. Thus united in spirit, and inspired with divine 
love, a whole assembly can move in harmonious order, and devote 
the active powers of soul and body to the giver of all good, while 
they chant their songs of adoration to their Redeemer, and *' praise 
his name in the dance." What among all the variety of religious 
devotions, by which mankind attempt to worship the Eternal God, 
is more calculated to inspire the soul with heavenly sensations, and 
give us an idea of the worship of angels ? How far from this harmoni- 
ous worship are the dull attempts of a congregation, wherein but a 
small portion of the people are engaged, while the far greater part 
are entirely silent, inactive and unconcerned ! 

37. Who can behold an assembly of people thus united, and thus 
exercised in the worship of God, and not perceive that they are go- 
verned by one spirit ? And is not this the one virgin body of Christ 
to whom the promise alluded ? " Then shall the virgin rejoice in 
** the dance, both young men and old together."! Here both young 
and old, under the character of the virgin^ are comforted from 

* Where there ar^ divcrsitieg of operations, there mav appear a want of harmony 
to a spectator who knows not iU things qfthe Spirit; but when these operations pro- 
ceca from the same Divine Spirit, as they must in the true order of the Church of 
Christ, those ezerciseJ thereby, feel a heavenly harmony, oneness And union m ih« 
Spirit. Sae I. Cor. xii. 4— 18. 

t Jer. xxxi. 13. 
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their sorrow and " rejoice in the dance." Here is the cleansed 
sanctuary; and here every vessel, or in other words, every talent 
which God ever gave his people, tho' defiled by the wicked, for ma- 
ny ages, is now purified and restored, in this living temple, the 
church of the latter day, 

38. How clearly this was prefigured by the cleansing of the profa- 
ned vessels of the Jewish temple, and restoring them to the second tem- 
ple ! Here the second temple is manifested. In this temple is revealed 
the ark alluded to in John's vision,* and we have found access to it« 
The dancing of David and all Israel before the ark, in that day, was 
typical of the true worship of God, under the gospel dispensation. 
Then how much greater cause have the true followers of Christ, in 
the present day, to devote all their active powers to the worship of 
Grod, before this spiritual ark which is the real substance. 

39. As the predictions of the prophets, concerning these things, 
could only be in part fulfilled, in Christs first appearing, therefore he 
renewed these predictions and the promises contained in them. His 
parable of the prodigal son, alluded expressly to this subject. In 
this is represented, in a striking light, the state of fallen man. Hav- 
ing " wasted his substance in riotous living," having strayed from 
God, and abused that light and wasted those talents which hb heav- 
enly Father had given him, in doing his own will and seeking his 
own pleasures, he at length comes to his senses, feels his poverty and 
laments his folly. Having returned from feeding the swine, quitted 
the filthy companions of his wickedness, and the miserable gratifi- 
cations of his carnal nature, he confesses his sins and begs his Fa- 
ther's forgiveness : And being stripped of his old garments of sin 
and uncleanness, and clad with a robe of righteousness and purity, 
there is " music and dancing." 

40. But observe ihe conduct of the elder son : this music and 
dancing is highly ofiensive to him ; and in his anger he refiises to 
enter in and partake of the general joy of his father's house, exalts 
his own righteousness and goodness, condemns his prodigal brother, 
and accuses his father of injustice. 

41 . This character clearly points out the formal professor of reli- 
gion, who readily acknowledges the manifestation of God in a 
former day, and strictly adheres to the forms and ordinances of a 
past dispensation, in which he places all his trust, without regarding 
any present manifestation of divine light, except with feelings of 
jealousy and opposition. And tho' he may have been faithful for a 
season; yet, being regardless of any increase of righteousness in his 
own soul, he loses the Spirit of God, and settles down upon a form 
of godliness without the power. Such are ever more ready to reject 

• Rev. xi. 19. ^ , 
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any inoreasing diiplay of God's work, than those who make no (oo- 
fession of rehgion. 

42. Jesus Christ testified against the conduct of the high profes* 
sors of religion in his day, who pretended great zeal in keeping the, 
law given in a former dispensation; but at the same time, r^ectedl 
his testimony; " Verily I say unto you» that the publicans and bar- 
** lots go into the S^ingdom of God before you,"* But had ,th^ 
been willing to receive his testimony, and enter into the increasing 
light of his Kingdom, they would not have been exchided: he even 
" entreated them to come in;'' but they refused; as appears evident 
from his lamentation over Jerusalem : " How often wou^d I have ga* 
** thered you, even as a hen gatnereth her chickens under her wingi> 
** and ye would not !"t And wherefore did the Jews reject Christy 
while, at the same time, they professed such zeal for the law of Grod i 
The apostle Paul says, " They being ignorant of God's righteous- 
" ness, and going about to establish their own rightepusness, hav^ 
" not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God."t How 
clearly is this exemplified in the elder son, who condemned his fa« 
ther's righteousness and extolled his own! 

43. As the. elder son was angry at his father's proceedings, and 
would not come in, it appears evident that, whatever obedience he 
might formerly have yielded, he still possessed the carnal mind^ 
which is " enmity against God." Therefore, in applying this cha- 
racter to the formal professor, we may with propriety and justice rer 
mark, that whatever degree of confidence he may place in his for- 
mer righteousness, he never can find his union with the Father, un- 
less he is willing to unite with the increasing light of truth, wherever 
it is made manifest: and tho' the Father should offer him all his pos- 
sessions, he could never enjoy them io long as he continued in disur 
nion with the Giver. 

44. The parable of the Pharisee and the publican, who went up 
intothe temple to pray, is designed to represent the same characters.<^ 
As the Pharisee, like the elder son, justified himself in the observ- 
ance of formal ceremonies; so the publican, like the prodigal, qoa- 
demned himself, and begged for mercy : therefore, being the more 
honesty he was '* justified rather than the other;" yet neither of them 
could be justified, as to their original characters.)! 

• Matt. xxi. 31. t Man. xxxiii 37. 

t Rom. X. 3. i See Luke xviii. 10. 

H Modem Pharisees have grown more artfal in their hypocrisy than those of ancient 
times. Finding that the honest oonfesiiion of the publican was more acceptable to God 
than the boasting of the Pharisee) they have learned to counterfeit his character by 
borrowing hi# language to cover their hypocrisy, llieir languoga now is, ^*0erf b$ mtr^ 
ci/ttl tonua tinner. I am a poor sinner— I can do nothing of myself— I rely wholly on 
the mercy of tSod— The atonmg blood of Christ is all my dependahee for talVMlon,** 
dec. And yet at the same time they will superstitiously maintain their old ftMins, and 
strictly adhere to their human invented creed* ami ceremonies, under a 'professi<N> of 
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45. From such self-justified Pharisees and professors of religion^ 
arises the greatest opposition against any new manifestation of the 
light of God. The reason is obvious; they fix their sense upon the 
work of God in some past dispensation, instead of pressing forward 
to find the light of God before them. Thus the Scribes and Phari- 
sees of that day, had their sense so finnly fixed to the l»w of Moses, 
as the foundation of their hope, and the ground of their justification, 
that they could not hearken to the voice of Jesus Christ, *' who is 
" the end of- the law for righteojiisness to every one that believeth,'* 
especially as they found that his righteousness required a greater 
cross against the fallen nature of man, than was required by the law. 
And even to this day, the Jew$, as a people, have never acknowled- 
ged Jesus Christ as the promisei) Messiah. 

46. The same kind of conduct is observable, in a greater or less 
degree, among the formal professors of the various denominations, 
at the present day. After having lost the spirit and power of their 
religion, by (he indulgence of their corrupt propensities, they settle 
down into a lifeless form, upon some fixed, external principles, es- 
tablished by their first founders, without looking forward for any fur- 
tiier increase, imless it be that- increasing indulgence to the flesh 
which tends to diminish tiie cross, and assimilate their religion with 
the principles and spirit of the world. And so strongly opposed 
are such professors to every thing that has any appearance of that 
light and power of God which requires a greater cross against the 
pride and lust of man, that we generally find the greatest opposition 
against dancing, as an act of divine worship, to proceed from pro- 
fessors of this description. Yet such characters will generally ma- 
nifest great zeal for that ceremonious and formal worship which is 
performed by the tongue only.* 

47. Thus while they are offended at the increasing work of (Jod, 
they still maintain the character of the elder son, who was unrecon- 
ciled to the mercifql displays of his father's kindness and charity. 
And yet the same call of the everlasting gospel is extended to them, 
as freely as to their more prodigal brethren, who, if Ibey are not 
less sinners, are less blinded by traditional forms of godliness, and 
therefore have no cloak for their sins. Therefore all are invited up- 
on equal terms: '* Come in and share the fatted calf, the feast of the 
" Lamb; be stripped of your old garments of sin, and be clad with 
" the robes of righteousness: Come in and rejoice with your repent- 
** ing, prodigal brother, and worship God in the dance." 

Cliristianity, whfle they contmue to follow ihe coarse of the world, and walk in the 
ways of im ; as tho' the hypocritical confession of being sinners, were sufficient to pro- 
pitiate the favor of Gkid, and recommend them to bis mercy, without actually forsaking 
their sins. Thus they are, by profession, Christian sinturs. But such hypocrites ought 
to remember that, ".He that committeth sin, is of the Devil." See 1 John iii. 8. 
• See Matt. xv. 8 
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PART III. 

THE NATURE OF GOD AND HI8 W0BX8 OF CREATION. 

CHAPTER I. 

The Attributes of God ; their hanrumy and consistency mani- 
fested in God^s dealings towards his creatures : the idea of 
CHRISTIAN SINNERS wholly inconsistent with these Attributes, 

1. Much learned labor has been spent in vain attempts to search 
out the nature and character of God, and to pry into the attributes 
of the Ahnighty ; as tho' poor sinful man, in his fallen and depraved 
state, were able, by his own wisdom and understanding, to trace out 
those qualities which constitute the Almighty God ! '* Canst thou 
'' by searching find out God ? Canst thou find out the Almighty to 
"perfection ?"* 

2. The infinite and invisible God can be known only through the 
medium of Divine Revelation. As far as God in his wisdom sees 
fit to reveal his true character to man, so far it may be known, but 
no further. And it is certainly most reasonable and consistent, as 
well as most just and equitable, that a being who is infinitely just and 
righteous, should make the greatest displays of himself to those who, 
by faith^and obedience, approach the nearest to him. Therefore it 
is not to the learned Theologist, immured in the deep recesses of 
philosophical speculation, that God deigns to reveal himself in his 
true character ; but to those who deny themselves of aU ungodliness 
and every wordly lust, who walk in the paths of righteousntess and 
peace, who are not merely knowers of his word, but doers of his 
work. Such, and such only, have a just right to look to God for a 
true knowledge of his Divine character ; and such can, with humble 
confidence, rely on a faithful display of his goodness, without in- 
volving themselves in the dark mazes of scepticism, by a pertina- 
cious confidence in their own wisdom and discernment. 

3. To have just conceptions of the real character of that Divine 
Principle or Being whom we call God, it is necessary to under- 
stand the nature of his attributes, which stand in perfect correspon- 
dence with each other, and which are fully displayed in his W(»dand 

• Job xi. 7 r- T 
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Works, and clearly manifest his Divine perfections. "For the in- 
'* visible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that are made.''* 

^4. It is certainly most reasonable and consistent with infinite 
wisdom, that the image and likeness of God should be most plainly 
manifested in man, who was made the most noble part of the natural 
creation. Accordingly we read, "And God said, Let us make man 
" in our image, afler our likeness. So God created man in his own 
" image ; in the image of God created he him ; male and female 
** created he them." Hence it must appear evident that there exists 
in the Deity, the likeness of male and female, forming the unity of 
that creative and good principle from which proceeds the work of 
Father and Mother^ manifested in Power to create, and Wisdom 
to bring forth into proper order, all the works of God. If it were 
not so, then man, who was created male and female, as father and 
mother, could not, ^vith any propriety, be said to diow forth the 
image and likeness of God. But the manifestation of Father and 
Mother in the Deity, being spiritual, does not imply two Persons^ 
buf;, two incomprehensible beings of one spirit and substance, 
from whom proceed all Divine power and life.t 

6. The Almighty is manifested as proceeding from everlasting, 
as the first Source of all power, and the fountain of all good, the 
Creator of all good beings, and is the Eternal Father ; and 
the Holy Spirit of Wisdom, who was the Co-worker with him, from 
everlasting, is the Eternal Mother, the bearing Spirit of all the 
works of Grod. This is according to the testimony of her own in- 
spiration. 

" Doth not Wisdom cry } She crieth at the gates, at the entry of 
"the city : — ^** Unto you, men, I call ; and my voice is to the 
" sons of men. Hear ; for I will speak excellent things ; and the 
" opening of my lips shall be right things. I love them that love 
'* me ; and those that seek me early shall find me. I lead in the way 
" of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment. The 
" Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of 
** old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever 
" the earth was. When he prepared Sie heavens, I was there : when 
" he' set a compass upon the face of the deep ; when he established 
" the clouds above ; when he strengthened the fountains of the 
" deep ; when he gave \he sea his decree, that the waters should not 
" pass his commandment ; when he appointed the fountains of the 
" earth ; then was I by him, as one brought up with him ; and I 
"was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him." And again: 

* Rom. i. so. 

t This shows something essentially different from *' three disljnet persons in one 
God," all in the masculine ^nder, as established by a Conncil of Catholic bisbops ia 
•lie fourth centniy, and vrfaioh has been the prevailing creed among t&eir blina and 
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" Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
** She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her ; and happy is 
"every one that retaineth her."* 

7. The attributes of God are manifested by the light of Divine 
revelation, and confirmed by the testimony of eternal truth, through 
Christ, in this day of his second appearing, and may be stated in the 
foUovring order. 

1. PowBE. It is necessary, first of all, that God should posse&s 
power sufficient for self-existence and independence, and for the 
accomplishment of all his works. His power is infinite, and there- 
fore fully competent to perfoim any thing consistent with his nature. 
*'He hath made the earOiby his power, he hath established the world 
by his wisdom."t 

2. WisiJOM. In all the operations of God, Wisdom stands con- 
nected with Power : for without the corresponding operation of 
Wisdom to direct and bring forth into proper order, nothing could 
ever be brought to perfection. " The Lord by wisdom hath founded 
'' the earth ; by understanding he hath established the heavens.' 'f 
Wisdom appears evident in the beauty, order, harmony and perfec- 
tion of all God's works. " Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in 
wisdom hast thou made them all."|| 

3. Goodness. The goodness of God is abundantly manifest in 
its operations to mankind. " The earth is full of the goodness of the 
Lord."^ All the operations and works of God are good, being 
planned in perfect wisdom, and every way adapted to the respective 
purposes for which they were intended. 

4. Light. " God is light, and in him is no darkness at alL^IT' 
Without light, God could never be knovm to exist ; and it is by the 
operations of light that his works are seen, and his goodness made 
manifest to his creatures. 

5. Holiness. The holiness of God is abundantly declared in the 
scriptures. '* O Lord, who is like thee, glorious in holiness ?"** 
Holiness is, in the highest degree, expressive of the perfect purity of 
the Divine Nature. Nothing unholy or impure belongs to God ; and 
therefore nothing of that nature can ever proceed from God, or be 
owned and accepted by him. 

6. Lovs. Go<i's love is abundantly manifested towards his crea- 
tures in the kind dispensations of his Providence, through which they 
receive all their temporal blessings ; and also in the merciful dis- 
plays of his goodness and tender compassion, whence fiow all their 
spiritual privileges. " God is love ; and he that dwelleth in love, 
'* dweUeth in God, and God in him.^tt 

* See Prov. chap. viii. and chap. iii. 17, 18, 10. 
t Jer. X, 12. t Prov. iii, 19. || Psa. civ, 34. i Psa aocxiii, S. 

T 1 John i, 5. •♦ Exod. ?v, 11. tt 1 John iv. 16. 
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7. Bi«HTsau8NES8. " The Lord is righteous in alt his wa7s and 
" holy in all hiis works. Righteousness and judgment are the habi- 
" tation of his throne. The heairens declare his righteousness. "t1^ 
Righteousness is ascribed to God, throughout the scriptures, as a dis- 
tinguishing attribute, and is peculiariy expsessiye of the perfect up- 
rightness of his Divine character. 

8. These seven are the only inherent attributes which constitute 
the very nature and essence of God, as revealed to man, and from 
which all others proceed. 

9. All other attributes or principles, with all the eternal perfection 
of his nature, and every thing pertaining to Godliness, may be consi- 
dered as revealed in, and proceeding from these seven. . Justice^ 
tho' an essential attribute of God, is so intimately connected with 
his righteousness, that they, in effect, form but one. Righteousness, 
is that which is inherently rigrht and equitable in God. Justice is a 
display of that which is right and equitable towards his creatures. 
Mercy is also an essential attribute ; but it proceeds from goodness 
and love : for wherever God, from his infinite goodness and love, 
administers his giAs in tender compassion to the needs of his Crea- 
tures, there is a display of mercy. Understanding and knowledge 
are the operations of Wisdom and Light, without which there could 
be HO understanding nor knowledge. 

10. As to the terms oiwnipotence, omniscience and omnipre- 
sence, so much used among theologists, and which they consider as 
terms expressive of Divine Attributes, it may be proper to remark 
that, omnipotence is only another name for Almighty Power ; and 
that ommsciefice implies a knowledge of all things, and of course, 
proceeds from Wisdom and Light. Omnipresence cannot pro- 
perly be called an attribute. Undoubtedly, ^* the eyes of the Lord 
" are in every place, beholding the evil and the good;" but Grod's 
essential presence cannot be in any evil work. Some talk of God's 
ir^nity, eternity and unchangeahleness as essential attributes : 
but this seems to be a distinction in terms, more calculated to bewil- 
der the mind than to enlighten the understanding. By a little re- 
flection we may easily perceive that, if " God is infinite, eternal 
" and unchangeable in Iris Being," which all must admit, then all 
his attributes must, of necessity, be infinite, all must be eternal, and 
all unchangeable; and hence arises his independence of all other 
beings, and his sovereignity over all. 

11. Truth is the declarative attribute of God, which proceeds 
fjom all his other attributes, and by which they are all declared and 
made manifest, and without which man could know nothing of God. 

* FiNU x«vii, 2, 6, and oxlv. 17. 
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••Thy word is tnife."* In Jesus Christ, the Son of God, wbo is the 
truth, was manifested the real character of God ; " For in Hundwelleth 
afl the Mness of the Godhead (or Deity) bodily .'*t That is, in him 
was manifested the very nature of those attributes, and in this sense, 
God dwelleth in him. We read that, " Our God is a consuining 
"fire."t This includes every attribute of God ; and these, being 
all manifested by the tru^ operate like fire, and will finally consume 
end destroy, as fer as its operation extends, whatever is contrary to 
Ihe nature of God. It is also declared in the scriptures, that ** God 
**is a Spirit ;" or rather, according to the original, God is Spirit. 
All his attributes are spiritual : He is that infinite and eternal Foun- 
tain whence proceeds all spiritual blessings to ail his creatures,. 
Hence he is flie only proper object of spiritual worship. " God is 
Spirit J and they that worship him, must wor^p in spirit and Ia 
lruth.'1l 

12. It is worthy of notice that the seven attnbutes, already men- 
tioned as inherent in the nature of God, have been particularly figured 
out, in many remarkable instances, both in God's works of creation 
and providence. AU God's works are a manifestation of these attri- 
butes; aH scripture and divine revelation bear testimony to them. 
They are " the seven Spirits of God^'* which were represented 
by John, as " seven lamps of fire burning before the throne."1[ It 
is by the operation of these only, that any thing of God can be seen; 
and without these, nothing could ever be discovered or known of him : 
for no other light ever comes fi*om God, but through the operation 
of these seven attributes. Hence the foundation of the number 
seven, so often used in scripture, in representing the works of God 
and sacred things. 

13. " And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne stood a 
** Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 
** which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.''** 
It is well known that the Lamb is a title which, in the language of 
scripture, is often applied to Jesus Christ. A horn, in the figurative 
style of the prophets, signifies power or strength. These seven 
horns of the Lamb represent the power or strength of those seven 
Spirits or attributes of God, by which all his works are performed. 
TTie seven eyes represent their spiritual light and discernment 
This vision of John clearly shows that in Christ, is manifested the 
brightness of his Father's glory; and that in and through him, are 
displayed all those attributes, by which he is able to reveal the true 
nature and character of God, and to declare his name and perform 
his work through the world ; and in this manner, and for this pur- 
pose, are " tiie* seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth." 

• John xvii, 17. t Col. ii, 9 ' % H«b xii, 8». 

U John ir, 24. H Rev. iv, 6. •• Rev. v, 6, 
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14. By this we may see, not only that all the manilestations ^ 
God to man are revealed in and through Christ; but also that all the 
gifts and blessings which come from God, and are sent forth to man, 
are evidently the operations of the spirit and substance of these at- 
tributes: and certain it is, that nothing which is inconsistent with 
these attributes can ever flow from God. 

15. John saw in vision, the Son of God walking in the midst of 
" seven golden candlesticks, '' and holding in his right hand * seven 
" stars.' The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches; 
** and the seven golden candlesticks are the seven churches."* This 
vision has a direct reference to the same foundation upon which these 
seven churches were built, and upon which the true church of Christ 
must ever be built. Stars are emblematical of the heavenly light 
and glory, of the angelic order, which is founded and established, 
imder the government of Christ, on these seven principles. The 
Son of God, being in possession of the seven Spirits or attributes of 
God, and having power and dominion over the seven churches of 
Asia,^ which were nohrished and si^ported by these attributes, may, 
by a figurative representation, be said to hold Hhe seven stars in Us 
right hand, and to walk in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. 

16. The seven seals, which were opened by the Lamb, have their 
foundaticm in these seven attributes, or Spirits of God : for the true 
nature and operation of these attributes were never known until re- 
vealed by the Lamb. The seven angels with the seven trunks; 
and also the seven angels with the seven vials of the^wrath of 6od» 
all show the same order which appears in all God's works.f 

17. The work of God, from the beginning, all came forth in this 
order. The heavens and the earth were created in six days, and 
were ended and blessed and sanctified on the seventh; because on 
that day God rested from all his work. And thus were the sevem 
days of the week established by the Creator, conformable to the 
seven attributes of the^ Deity. The sacred institution of the sabbath^ 
by which the seventh day was set apart and sanctified by Diyiiie 
authority, as a day of blessing and rest, was not only a standing me- 
morial to the chosen tribes of Israel, of God's having rested from his 
work on that day; but it was also figurative of tiie final blessing and 
rest of the saints, which will be effected by the final display of Grod's 
attribute of Righteousness and Justice, when " the righteous shaU 
" shine forth as the sun, in the Kingdom of their Father."t 

18. Finally : Man, both in his natural and moral constitution, was 
created in the same order. His five natural senses, together with 
the two faculties of speech and understanding, make seven, and con- 
stitute him a natural man. These seven natural faculties are more 

• Ste Rev. i, 12 to tbe end, Sc if, 1. t S«e Rev. chap, v, 8 & 16. t Matt. Kiii, 43. 
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OF less perceptible Hiroughout the animal creatioii. In the two last, 
however, man evidently stands preeminent; yet these faculties are all 
natural and corporeal, depending on the life of the animal body, and 
the constitutional sonndness of the parts they occupy.* But man, in 
his mond constitution, is also endowed with seven rational powers 
or faculties, corresponding with the seven attributes in Deity. These 
being implanted in him, according to the spiritual order of his crea- 
tion, properly constitute his rational soul, and bear witness of the 
true nature of the Creator. In this sense, man was created in the 
image and likeness of God, and was constituted God's representative 
in the natural creation. This is agreeable to the testimony of Solo- 
mon: '' Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven 
" pillars."! This evidently alludes to the seven rational powers of 
man, who was eminently designed to be the house or habitation of 
Wisdom. m 

19. Thus man, in his sphere of action, became as God, capable of 
excTcising to good purposes, and to the extent of his limited capa- 
city; all the attributes of God, with which he wai| endowed by his 
Creator; and also capable, by the perversion of his natural facul- 
ties to base purposes, of darkening and debasing his moral attributes, 
and thus rendering his rational soul subservient to his animal pro- 
pensities. Herein he was made independent, as to his choice of 
good and evil, being leil as free to act within the narrow limits of 
his sphere, as God his Creator. Hence arose his accountability. 
For, being in his primeval creation, formed by the Divine agency 
of God, from whom he received his natural and moral faculties, and 
by whom he was placed as God's representative on earth, it was 
absolutely necessary that he should improve those powers and facul- 
ties to the honor and glory pf his Creator, and in. obedience to his 
will, as the only means of gaining honor to himself, and of answer- 
ing the end of bis creation. 

20. God having constituted man a reasonable, intelligent being, 
capable of knowing and doing his will, addresses him as such. 
** Come now, and let us reason together saith the Lord: — If ye be 
*' wil]ing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land."t Man is 
not required io believe nor practice that which is contrary to the 
plain and obvious dictates of right reason. Kight renson has its 
foundation in the acknowledged attributes of God; t>therwise it is 

* That these seven faculties are nataral and corporeal, is evident from the circnm- 
stance thai each one is separately liable to be more or less affected, and even destroyed 
by a disorganization of that part of the human body in which that particular faculty is 
seated. A man may lose his hearing by the disorganization, or disorder of the ears [ he 
may also lose his sight by a disorder of the eyes ; and so also of the faculties of feeling, 
tasljog, smelling and speech; and even his understanding depends on a proper organi- 
zation of the brain. Hence, by a disorder of the brain, many lose their understanding, 
and become insane, delirious or crazy. 

t Prov. iv. 1. t Isa. i. 18, 10, 
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not rigiit vmaon : for no one can with propriety call tfiat right wbidk 
is known to be contrary to righteousness, 

21. In all the works of God ther%is a perfect consistency, and 
all his manifestations to man are perfectly reasonable. The opera- 
tions of all his attributes are displayed in the most perfect harmo- 
ny and correspondence with each other. *' It is impossible for 
" God to lie:" for he is " a God of truth, and without iniquity, just 
** and right is he.""*^ It is therefore impossible that he should demise 
any plan, fix any decree, or perform any work which would operate 
against any one of his attributes. His attribute of Power can never 
operate against that of Wisdom, His Jtistice, which necessarily 
proceeds from Righteousness y can never be sacrificed to mercy, 
nor can mercy be sacrificed to justice. Nor can his Potoer, with 
aU his sovereignty and independence, or any thing pertaining to his 
character, ever operate against ^Uruth, Ooodn£ssy Light, Moliness, 
or Love, 

22. The want of just conceptions concerning the character of 
God, as manifested in his attributes, has been the cause of the many 
different opinions which prevail among mankind, respecting divine 
things. Hence it is that people in the pursuit of religion, are so 
often led to adopt false principles, and establish themselves upon a 
wrong foundation. And false principles, when once adopted as di- 
vine truths, have a delusive tendency; and however inconsistent 
with the plain dictates of right reason, they are very apt to obtain a 
strong hold in the mind, and, like an inveterate disease, are very 
difficult to eradicate, especially when supported by the authority of 
great names, and confirmed by length of time. 

23. We have a striking example of the truth of this remark in 
that unqualified doctrine maintained by many, who affirm, that God, 
as an independent. Almighty Sovereign, has a just right to do what 
he pleases, and can, consistent with that right, sentence to eternal 
misery, many millions of souls who never were favored with the light 
of the gospel. This soul-sickening doctrine, which had its origin in 
the regions of antichristian darkness, has caused thousands, and per- 
haps millions, to blaspheme the very name of God, as a Being of in- 
finite injustice and cruelty. The Almighty has truly a right to do 
what he will; but it is impossible that he should ever tcill any thing 
which is inconsistent with his attributes of Righteousness, or with 
any attribute of his nature: for this would at once destroy the har- 
mony of his attributes, and render him an inconsistent and change- 
able Being. 

24. All doctrines which represent God as making any difierence 
in the future state of his rational creatures, respecting their salvation 
or damnation, without a special regard to their works, and all the 

* H«b. Ti. 18, and Dent zzzli. 4 
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reaions advanced in- sapport of such doctrines, are fallacious and 
unfounded, and ought to be rejected as inconsistent with the attri- 
bute of righteousness and justice. Such doctrines, being fraught 
with the greatest possible evil to the creature, are equally inconsist- 
ent with goodness. They also operate against the attribute of light; 
for no doctrme ever produced a more darkening and discouraging 
effect upon the mind of man. To suppose the fate of man irrevoca- 
bly fixed, must necessarily discourage all attempts to alter it by any 
good which it is in bis power to do. Such a d6ctrine must not only 
greatly obscure the benevolent and glorious character of the Deity, 
in the eyes of his rational creatures; but render him more like a ty- 
ranical devil who delights in the misery of his creatures; than like a 
good, merciful and gracious Ged, '' who hath no pleasure in the 
" death of the wicked."* 

25. All doctrines which maintain that gloomy opinion, that a 
man, when called by the gospel, may be in doubt as to the know* 
ledge of such a call, and cannot positively see and know his duty, nor 
discern the certainty of the way of life and salvation, or that he can 
be a follower of Christ and not know it, are inconsistent with the 
attributes of light and knowledge. " For God who commanded 
*' the light to sUne out of darkness, hath shined into our hearts.^'t 
Jesus saith, '* I am the light of the world: he that folio weth me 
'* shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.^t 
Hence the very message of the gospel to souls ^as designed *'To 
^' open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, and from the 
" power ot Satan unto God."ll " If any man will do his will he 
' ' shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God ."^ Here is neither 
doubt nor supposition expressed, but a positive declaration of Jesus 
Christ, who hath declared himself *' the way, the truth and the life.' 'IF 

26. Hence it is evident that the plain and obvious reason why so 
many professing Christians of the present day, do not positively know 
the way, the truth and the life, is, they do not do the will of God : 
for those who do his will, are in the way; and to do his wiU is 
indeed the only way. Therefore, those who express such doubts, 
are evidently witnesses against themselves, that they are not in the 
way. 

27. The doctrine of christian sinners^ or the idea of Christians 
living in sin, so strenuously advocated by many, is utterly inconsis- 
tent with every attribute of God. All doctrines which imply that 
real Christians cannot live without sin, are inconsistent with the attri- 
butes of power and goodness, and indeed with every Divine attri- 
bute. *' Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not; whosoever sinneth, 
" hath not seen him, nor known him. He that committetn sin is of 

• Ezek. zzziii. 11. fSCor. iv. 6. ^Johnviii. 19. |i Acts zzvi. 13. 
i John vii. 17. IT John »v. 6. 
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*' the deTil."* The opinion which prevails so extensively among* 
mankind, that no man, not ev^n a real Christian, is able to live with- 
out cominitting sin, is one of the most destructive errors that ever pro- 
ceeded from the powers of darkness. It strikes directly against a life 
of holiness, and is calculated to discourage all attempts in the par- 
suit of virtue : for what inducement can any man have to pursue that 
which he believes it impossible to obtain? He who imbibes the prin- 
ciple, that it is impossible to obtain power over sin, will soon find 
that every spring of his carnal nature is really to cherish the decep- 
tion, and check the reproaches of conscience. 

28. If, then, this principle is so agreeable to the '* carnal mind,'' 
which the apostle declares to be '* enmity against God;*'t surely it 
cannot proceed from God. The very work which Christ came into 
the world to do, was to take away sin — *' to save his people from 
*' their sins.*'t Was then the object of his mission unattainable? Was 
he sent into the world to undertake a work which he was unable to 
accomplish? By no means. His own testimony proves that his 
power was sufficient for the work. " All power is given unto me in 
*' Heaven and in earth."^ If then, all power is given him, and if 
the very object of his mission was '* to save his people from their 
" ans," why are not these christian sinners saved from sin? for if 
they are Christians indeed, they must be Christ's people. Besides; 
he has promised explicitly; '^ AU things whatsoever ye shall ask in 
"prayer, believing, ye shall receive."!! Again; " If ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
" shall be done unto you. "IT 

29. Thus it appears that Christ's power is sufficient; and surely 
no one will pretend that he is unfaithful in his promises: What then? 
is he deficient in goodness and love ? By no means. All professing 
Christians will readily acknowledge his goodness and love. Is he 
unable to discern the devices and stratagems of Satan, so as to coun- 
teract them and protect his people? Certainly not: for this would ex- 
clude the attributes of wisdom and light; and the apostle Paul de- 
clared Christ to be " the power of God, and the ivisdom of God;"** 
and Christ himself, as before observed, testified, saying, i* I am the 
" light of the toorld : he that foUoweth me shall not walk in dark- 
" ness, but shall have the light of lifei" Here we find nothing defi- 
cient on the part of Christ; yet these sinning christians still con- 
tinue to walk in darkness and live in sin, and plead the impossibility 
of doing otherwise ; and yet they name the name of Christ, and 
claim the character of Christians! But what title have they to this 
character .^ If the testimony of Christ be true, they cannot possibly 
be his followers, while they live in sin and walk in darkness. 

• 1 John ili. 6 and 8. t Rom. yiii. 7. % Matt. i. 81. $ Matt. zxviiL 18. 

y Matt. zzi. 89. If John zv. 7. •• 1 Cor. i. 94. 
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30. The attribute of IXvine Love is readily acknowledged by all 
the professors of Christianity; and many, even among these sinning 
Christians, profess to share bountifully in the love of God. But if 
they really possess the true love of God, which is indeed the most 
certain evidence that they are beloved of God, why does not this love 
keep them from sinning? "If ye love me, keepmy commandments^'' 
said Jesus; and surely there can be no sin in keeping his command- 
ments. ** No good thing will Grod withhold fh)m them that walk up- 
" rightly.*** Do these Christians walk uprightly ? or does God 
withhold his goodness ? Surely they cannot impeach the goodness o^ 
God. If they really possess his love, they must also possess his good^ 
ness: for these are so intimately connected together^ that they can- 
not be separated. Why then are they not delivered from sin ? Can 
sin abide with God's love and goodness ? Can righteousness have 
fellowship with unrighteousness? Can light have communion with 
dariaiess?t As well might Satan dwell in a tabernacle of holiness. 

81. The Spirit of God is holy; but sin is unholy. Hence the 
holiness of God is oi^>osed to sin; therefore, wherever the Spirit of 
hoUness operates, it must effectually exclude sin; unless where sin is 
more powerful than holiness; and there it must equally exclude ho- 
liness: for they can never abide^ together in any soul. Hence we 
must conclude that sin has dominion over these sinning Christians, 
being more powerful in them than the Spirit of holiness: for that 
vdiich is the most powerful must have the dominion. But holiness 
must then be excluded : for thef cannot dwell together. And if the 
rins of these Christians exclude Grod's holiness, they must exclude his 
goodness ^d love, yea, and his righteousness edso, together with 
eveiy attribute pertaining to the nature of Crod. If this be done, what 
then becomes of their Christianity? 

32. The apostle Paul, in writing to the church at Corinth, expres- 
ses himself in these words: " Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
" God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" and then adds, 
" If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy: for 
" the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are."t Thus it ap- 
pears that some of these Corinthian Christians to whom Paul addressed 
himself, had, at least, a measure of the Spirit of God dwelling in 
them; and it was evidently the apostle's desire to keep them in the 
Bgirit of God. Hence his warning; *' If any man defile the temple 
" of God, him will God destroy.** Did these Christians then live in 
sin? Certainly not while the Spirit of God dwelt in them. Why then 
cannot Christians of the present day live without sin? Was God more 
partial to the primitive Christians than he now is to modem CEristians? 
This would exclude his attribute of righteousness. 

• Pnu Izzxiv. 11. t See 3 Cor. vL 14. 1 Cot. uL 16, 17. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



110 THB ATIBIBUTES OF 0OD. [PABT HI* 

33. '* What atM we say then ? Is there unrighteousness with Qod ? 
Does he deal unjustly with his people ? Does he hold out promises of 
reward to the faithful and upright, who are willing to bear the cross 
of Christ, and deny themselves of all imgodliness and eyeiy worldly 
lust; and, at the same time, withhold from them his power and good- 
ness, with all the means of gaining power and victory over sin; and 
yet threaten destruction to the soul that defileth himself with sin ? To 
su{^>ose that God can deal thus with his people is, in effect, to deny, 
not only his attribute of righteousness, but also his power and wisdom, 
]^ goodness and love, his mercy and truth, and in short, it is to de- 
ny every thing that pertains to t^ holy Spirit of God. 

34. Thus it appears that the impious and soul^destropng doctrine 
of christianrsiniiers, or the impossibility of living witiiout sin, ex- 
cludes every attribute of Deity, and renders Christ's mission into the 
world a mere nullity, and throws the responsibility of the creature's 
sin directly back upon the Creator. But let no man deceive himself: 
God is not mocked. The sinner can never escape responsibility in 
this way. The righteousness of God will yet be displayed before all 
people; and the living power of eternal truth will manifest eveiy 
attribute of God to be what it really is, to the idian(ie and conj^on 
of sinners, and to the destruction of all their worics. 

35. Therefore, let all those christians who plead the inqMmbifity 
of living without sin, faithMly examine the subject, and they will 
find that the deficiency is not in God, who is All-sufficient; &at it 
is not in Christ in whom dwells the fidness of the Divine attributes; 
but in their own faithless hearts. They do not believe it possible to 
live without sin; because they have never received that pow^r. And 
why have they never received it? Because they do not " ask in prayer, 
" believing tliat they shall receive;" because they do not faithfiiUy 
and honestly take up a full and final cross against sin; because ih^ 
do not believe in the promises of Christ; because diey do not abide 
in Christ; and because hss word does not abide in them. "Hiese are 
the true causes why they cannot live without sin. 

36. '' Without faith it is impossible to please God.'^ 'Hien^i^at 
sort of Christians nnist these be who are so destitute of faith? Surdy 
they cannot be faithful followers of Christ: for they do not believe it 
posable for any one to live without sin; therefore they content them- 
selves with living in it; and this they find to be most agreeable to 
their, carnal inclinations. Thus they cherish their own delusions. ' 
Tbo^ such Christians will oflen ascribe holinets to the Lord with 
their tongues, and declare his goodness in the highest strams of elo- 
quence; yet in their practice they will deny both. Even in their 
prayers, they will extol to the heavens the glory of his righteoustiiss 

•Heb.zi.6. 
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and jtuHcey \a» mercy and truth; while in thdr doctrines, they im- 
plicitiy deny in him, the yery existence of these attributes. 

37. *' Neverdieless, the foundation of God standeth sure, having 
" this seal. The LcNxi knoweth them that are his. And let eyery ^ 
*' one that nameth the name of Christ, depart from iniquity."* Such, 
and such only; are known of God in the great work of salyation; 
and such only are sealed with the Lamb, and stand on Afount Zion. 



CHAPTER n. 

(kmceming the Decrees of Gody Election and Reprobation, 

\ 1. The Decrees of God have, for many ages, employed the pens ' 
aad tongues of many professed diyines, md great controversies have 
been excited and maintained cm tiiis subject, but the differences of 
opinion still remain without producing much light to mankind, ex- 
cept that of discovering the darimess and ignoraoce of the tUspu- 
tants. 

2. Many arguments have been drawn from certain passages of 
soipture to prove that God, by an unalterable decree, and without 
any respect to faith or good works, has elected a certain portion of 
the human race to eternal salvation, and reprobated the remainder 
to eternal damnation. Hence we hear much about the doctrine of 
* election and reprobation, from those preachers and writers who build 
thdr tenets on these favorite passages. But it is to be lamented 
tiiat tiiere are so many, in this enli^tened age, *' who minister ques- 
'' tions rather than godly edifying which is in faith; desiring to be 
" teachers; yet understanding neither what they say, nor whereof 
^■they affirm;''! who presume to maintain doctrines so contrary to 
the liberal and righteous principles of the gospel, and so inconsistent 
w^ the true character of God. 

'S. As it is by Divine revelation, that the true character of God is 
m9de known to man; so a true knowledge of his decrees, as fiur as 
they relate to what he requires of man, are known only by revela- 
tioyi. But those decrees by which, in the beginning, Gk>d establish- 
ed the laws of creation, and by which the works of creation and 
prpvid^u^e are governed, tho? they are beyond the reach of man, yet 
their existence is readily ascertained and confirmed by their visible 
efiects. And by these effects the raticmal mind may eaaly be led to 
believe, what none can deny, &at God works by an unalterable plan 
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of wisdom^ which nebessanly produces an unchangeable order and 
regularity in all his visMe works. And henCe we must rationally 
conclude that all his invisible works are under the same estab- 
lished laws; and that they all must and do Operate with the greatest 
order and harmony, and in the end, will most certainly accomplish 
all his divine purposes in perfect wisdom and righteousness. 

4. The decrees of Godi so far as they ate made manifest, either 
by Diyine revelation, or by theit visible effects in the natural world, 
are of two kinds. The fint are those which respect Grod's own es- 
tablished and determinate laws and purposes, whether they relate to 
man, or to any other part of the creation. The second are those 
which God has given to maA, for his protection, and which are cal- 
culated and designed to prove his faithfulness and obedience. ' 

5. First. Those decrees which respect God's own estaUftshed 
laws and purposes, comprehend not only the works of creation and 
providence, but the final event of whatever he ha3 designed. In the 
works of creation, it is obvious that Grod has established laws which 
are unalterable, except by the same Almighty Power which first es- 
tablished them. Among these we may reckon the established order, 
courses and relative situation of the sun; moon and stars, together 
with the whole planetary system; the order and courses of the sea^ 
sons, and the laws of nature by which they are governed; heat and 
cold, light and darkness, the powers of procreation and vegetation, 
the laws of gravitation, attraction and repulsion, and every thing* 
which depends upon the established laws of nature : these are known 
by their visible effects. 

6. Also God's determinate purposes, relative to the operation ot 
lus divine attributes with respect to man. Among these' may be 
mentioned the decree of his power, in creating man a moral agent, 
perfectly capable of exercising his moral faculties in choosing and 
acting according to the dictates of his own mind, in doing good or 
evil . Also the decree of his wisdom^ in placing man in a state of pro- 
bation, and giving him a fair trial, that he might prove himself in 
the choice of good or evil, without any influence on either side, 
more than what he was fully able to resist or follow, according to 
his own free choice. And also the decree of his goodness, by which 
he determined to extend his blessings to aU his creatures in their 
obedience, and afler the fall, to extend mercy to man, and send a 
Redeemer <o redeem him from his fallen state, and raise him to a 
heavenly Paradise, of which the earthly paradise, from which he fell, 
was but a figure. 

7. Man being still endowed with the faculty of firee ageilcy, not- 
withstanding his fall, by which he was brought into tiarkness and 
bondage, God; who is the source of light, decreed to afford him a 
sufficient degree of light to see and appreciaie, in some measure, the 
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Wefil> to be ^oJbtftkied hy aceep&if Ae oflbn of salvstion, througlk 
4he me^ittlidii of the Redeemer; that he might be at no loss re- 
tfpMtkig^ his ^ty and privilege, in ehoosing' for himself, nor re- 
jpeothi^ the c^rae t)f Hfe to be pursued, in order to obtain salvatioft 
Ibreiigfe tid« medium. In his hoHfiess he decreed that man, by a 
life of hdiness, which he might obtain bj obedience, should find an 
«ti'a nce ittto the raan^ns of hoUness; and he decreed at the same 
lime) &at **wi^out holiness no man should see the Lord.^' In his 
isee he also decreed, tet the blessings of his love should attend th^ 
lihfafel and obedient. At^ in his righteousness and justice, ho 
iaoreed a crown of righteousness, as the just reward of all who should 
wi&in the we^ of righteousness and peace; and his decree necessa- 
rfly excliktes the ^sdt>edient from any inheritance in the Kingdom 

8. These are Hie unalterable decrees of God, and all who are wH- 
litigto aeeept the benefits of these decrees, are freely entitled to 
iMMRi) in Uie Ime of obedknee; but God has decreed tlmt they shaH 
not be obtaii»d in any other way. By a careful examination of 
Aiw decrees, we can see nothing in them but what is perfectly just 
iwd icttsooiMe, and perfectly consistent with infinite wisdom and 
f«Mdness; and they certainly (fisplay in very striking colors, &e 
l^eat perfe^km and glory of the THVine Attributes. The fixed and 
mndtefable nature of iiese decrees, by no means renders them un- 
i«asoiisi>le or w^ust; but the contrary. Evrni those which more im- 
mediately respect m$tn, show forth thejinchangeable goodness of God^ 
by ^eir permanence, and are rendered infinitely valuable, by being 
onaltemble. 

9. When we consider ^t God is infinitely wise and powerful, 
that *^ he is righteous in all his ways and holy in all his works,'' and 
that he is perfectly^ free and independent, it must appear perfectly 
eonaistent, just and reasonable^ that he should create man a moral 
a^nt, perfectly firoe to choose and act for himself, independent of 
any aiiperaatiiral control. Herein appears man's divine origin. And 
where is the men who is wilting to have his moral freedom and in- 
dependence taken from him, and to be compelled to think and act ac- 
aopdrng to the dictates of some ofiier being, without any choice ot 
will of his own, and at the same time, to be made accountable for 
his thoughts, words and actions. 

10. But Ma cannot be : for God has endowed man with moral 
agvney, and it eannot be taken from him ; it is fixed by an unaltera- 
Ub deeree; and tho' intolerant Popes and ecclesiastical persecutor^ 
iMvre oHen attempt it, even by the power of fire and sword, and 
every iHptement of torture; yet they never couM control the moral 
powers of man, nor deprive him of his free agency. They have 
tometiiiwt), indeed, compiled people tp speak ani &ct the hypocrite, 
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in order to e8Ci4>e pumsbment or gain ikvor; but tliey nev«r cqhU 
destroy his moral agency, nor extinguish the light of his conscienee. 
^hey may indeed bind, imprison or kill the body; but l^y caanol 
fetter the thoughts, nor destroy the soul. As well might they ,a^ 
tempt to arrest the sun in lis progress through the sky, or change Ihe 
course of the stars. 

11. Second. Those decrees which God has given to man for Im 
protection, and which are calculated and designed to prove his faitin 
fulness and obedience. Such was his decree to Adam: " In the 
** day tiiat thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Such was his 
decree to the Jews, by the mouth of the prophet Isaiab; '* If ye bp 
'* willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.'''* And mek 
was the testimony of Jesus Christ: *' If any man Mrill do his wiU^ 
** he shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God.''t This majr 
also apply to any command, or any established law of God, for the 
government of his people, which requires their obedience; and in 
case of disobedience, exposes them to suffer the penalty decneed by 
that law. 

12. The decrees of God which require the obedience of mtua^ 
consist in the declaration of bis mind and will, concerning their dtt^ 
ty, and are manifested by divine revelation, either mediately or im* 
mediately. His decree to Adam respecting the fcurbidden fruit, was 
direct and positive. His decrees to the people of Israel, throngli 
Moses, Joshua and the judges and prophets, were positive, and thft 
promises conditional; yet punishments or sufferings of some kind 
followed disobedience. Adam and Eve violated the decree of God 
to them, and therefore they fell from thehr union with God : for the 
decree coi^d not be altered. A decree may be permanent and vor 
alterable, ojr it may be temporary and alterable. Decrees which aee 
temporary and alterable are given according to the existing circum- 
stances of those to whom they are given; but the annuUing of thesa 
argues no changeableness in the Giver, it only shows a change of the 
circumstances which occasioned the decree. God's laws are his da- 
crees, and they may be permanent and unconditional, or temporal 
and conditional. A sovereign may enact laws ior the govemmeat 
of his people, which may be repealable; yet while they exist, ib^f 
fure positive and must be obeyed. So it is with many decrees givee 
for the government of God's people. 

13. The doctrine so strongly maintained, and so extensively be- 
lieved, that God decreed the fall of man, is most uaraasonaUe and 
inconsistent. If God decreed that man should ain, tben man could 
not be at all. culpable. If he fulfilled God's decree in eating ^M 
(ocbidden firuit, then he must have done the w^l of Qod, and tt i ^. 
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fere ^d not cenmit siii in 90 doing: for it cannot be sih to do the 
will of Giod, and God cannot decree anj thing contrary to his will; 
fbetefore he cttinot decree that man shall commit sin. Such a de- 
cree would indeed be contrary to every attribute of his nature. 
The command of Grod to Adam, was his law; in keeping tliat law, 
be could not sin: *' for sin is a transgression of the law.'' The com- 
mand was given to prove Adam's obedience, and protect him from 
evil. In transgressing the command, he violated the law of God, 
and tiuit occasioned his fall. 

14. If sin is a transgression of the laws of God, as the scriptures 
declare, and God's decrees are his laws, as all must acknowledge; 
then it feUows, that God never decreed tliat man should sin: for, to 
say that he decreed that man should sin, is to say tliat sin is not a 
tntt&seression of his laws, but a compliance with them» and there- 
fore, sin is not sin; which is a contradiction. Again: If God didde^ 
eree that man should commit sin, then sin must have been agreeable to 
tbe will of God : for Grod cannot, without an absolute inconsistency, 
decree any thing which is contrary to his will. Hence the sin cain- 
BOt be imputed to man; it must be imputed to the wiU of God; con- 
stquenlly no condemnation can fall on man, seeing he did the witt 
of CSed. Tins involves the same absurdity, namely, sin is not sin! 
Such are the inconsistencies which necessarily flow from this soul- 
darkening, this heaven-blaspheming doctrine which had its origin in 
the regions of antichristian darkness 

15. Again : Gbd could not interpose his power to prevent the fdl 
of man, or to prevent him from sinning, whether he would or not; 
because this would, at once have deprived man of the trial of his 
obediMiGe, and of all accountableness, by fixing an insurmountable 
barrier to prevent in him the power of transgresaon. In this case 
nan could never have been the subject of praise nor blame; he ne- 
few coidd hate known the power nor the extent of his own fi'ee 
agency; he could never h^ve enj<^ed the glorious reward of feith- 
ftdness, nor have feh the dishonor and shame of unfaithfulness; hav- 
ing no law which he could, of his own choice, obey or disobey, his 
eonduet, in all things, must, of course, have been impelled by Al- 
migfaiy power, like the stars in their courses. This would have de- 
prived man of the power of self-action, and rendered him a mere 
machine. 

16. Man was created a moral agent, at the beginning: that is, he 
was endowed with free agency, capable of acting according to his 
own voluntary choice, without any compulsion either of good or 
evil : and h» having good and evil set before him, was that which 
cofotittited his state of trial. God assumed no compelling power 
over him; and the devil could have none, without the man's previous 
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eonsent Hit wm t)»refbie, in tkif retpact, left •utir^ wiiboal 
control* 

17. But it may be adced, "vdieiiee oame tins choice ef evii? Tbk 
mi^ be answered m short: it was jnswmatsd by tiie tBmpiler. Tbe 
temptaiion was first addressed to tbe mind: '* Te sbaM h% as Goda;" 
and thenoe applied to the animal prafpenntie% which were infiBrior to 
tine rational powers. The fiMMiHies of the soul, being superior to 
those of the body, oaght to have had the goveromen^ Bel when 
the man's animal sensations were addressed, and exetted bf Hm 
temptation, dio' ha possessed a gofemiag' power in the Acuities of 
his so^; yet he gaye sp ihak power, and gave loose to his animal 
deinTes, ^md under their encitMnent, yielded to the temptation. Tlns^ 
occasioned his fidl; and hence the loss which ensued. He proved 
hknseif tmfadthfiil to his trust, and the enrse foUov^ed as the msfvite^ 
bie conse^pience. 

18. Scmie will argue, that because Qod is ommscient and known 
an things, eren before th^ come to pass, he must of coarse foseor^ 
dam that they should come to pass. fi«it this consequence does not 
fellow; it is taking for granted, tiiat wUeh cannot be [mnwd; nnme«« 
ly; that Qod cannot know that such an event would come to pass^ 
w^&out first foreordaining that it shall come to pass: thus making 
ys foreknowledge to d^end on a prerious decree. 

19. But if God possesses abnigbty power; if in hhn ^^mm4Ai att 
the treasures of wisdom and knovdedge;" then he must certaiidy he 
aUe to endow man with perfect freedom, and render him perfootly 
independent, as to his power of choosing or refinn^, withoot any 
constraint of the ferdcnowledge or decrees of Gfod. Aud certain it 
is, thht there is nothing in the foreknowledge of God whieh can ope- 
rate; dther directly or indireetfy, against the free and final cfaoioeof 
any soul, in respect to the work of sahrotion: for this woiild be pvn* 
destination in very deed. To say thirt God cannot foreknow wi^o^ 
foreordaining ** whatsorer comes to pass," is to limit his attribates 
of power and wisAym, and subject them to his decreet^ m^dag his 
domes, which are evidently the efiect of his power and wisdom, su- 
perior to both; this is, in reality, making the effect superior to the 
cause, and placing the common absurd doctrine of predestinalioa 
above the IHvine attributes. 

20. The advocates of unconditional decrees readily, admit, that 
God is able to give his creatures intelligence and votition, and to en- 
dow them w^ the powei* of thought and aetion; beeauso this ap- 
pears too evident to be dmed. But still they contend that the opn-> 
ration of these fecuHies, is immedii^dy dependent on a supernatural 
impulse; because they cannot ccmoeive how God can confer on man 
an indepMidence of this kind; or in other words, how bs can give 
man the puwer to choose and refuse, according to his own wiU, in- 
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il^endM^ of IeAb Makor^s initieoce. Horeiii tib^ diieofier thek coh 
tnicted id^fts of DiTiiie Poirer and Wisdom. But iiian^s reasra md ob* 
•nimtkMi, where &eey are not bUaded by the dark miits <^ antichriatiMi 
doctiiQ^, ni^ (eac^ him that, aoc<»tisiig to what is made /nanJiiMft 
t& the W€ark8 of the visible orealion, '^ the Power of God and the 
** Wisdom of God" must extend infinitely beyond all human con<> 
•Qitton. Titts truth; may be Bhistrated by a comparison. 

^I* It i« Wiril known that a clock, biNog constructed on certinfl 
Maebanicftl prine^s, is able to keep time without the miycer's a»- 
sistaAce ; and tho' the maki^ cannot con&r the power of intelli|^QDoe 
uid ToUfciop on his clock, so as to enable it to go right or wrong, <^ 
itt own choice; yet it kt oapal^ of keeping time, acconding to the 
prinetpilea iji its oo«stn»ctiiNi, mdependent of the Makw, even w«e 
he a thousand mUes dis^tot. And since it is admitted, that God eaa 
and does confer the power of intelligence and volition on man, why 
9boitld it i^^)ear uareasonable to stq>pose that he, as an Almigfa^ 
Cieator, oan^ render that mteUigence and volition perfectly free ind 
independent oC hi^ own influence, or the influence <^ any other be« 
iog, AS eiu^ as a ^slock can he made to kei^ time inde^mident of 
itsmidcer. 

2Sl God ie not only able to endow man wi& perieet freedom and 
Uidependenee, in this Fe^ct, but he has in ^th done it; and herein 
c^m^sts msn^s Itee agency, and his aoeoimtebilify. For if the mind 
of man were not Iree, if its action depended on some Ibreign influence, 
whether A»i ieflu^ftce came jirom God^ or some other being, tiie matt 
c«Mild not be a firee agent, and therefore not aeeem^i^le for his coof 
dact. But man being a free agent, and having received the law of 
his Qte^OT, hf wUch^he is taught how to govern his conduct aiight, 
that law is the decree of God to htm; in obeying that decree, he finds 
justification b^ore God; m violating it, he becomes a transgressor. 

23. Al&o' man is indebted to his €reat(^ £or the power of iateMi- 
gsaee and volituw, as well as for aU his power and faculties of every 
kbd; and altho' he is contiauafiy depWent on the providence of 
God, fiN* aH the b^iefits and privileges he enjoys; yet wi&out the 
pofw«r to exercise and improve aH these gifts, to good or evil pur- 
poses, according to a free dimce of his own, independent of any ex- 
ternal or fer^gtk influence, he coidd not be accountable for lue con- 
duet, fii^ being hoM»ed oi God, with thie most important and 
highly esalted trutft, he is there&nre highly r^pcN(M»ble to hk ^U^ker 
for a ftftthfid disehaige ^ hif duty; and herein appears bis great ac- 
countability. 

24. The doctrine of particular election and reprobation, so ealied, 
which maintains fliat Gk)d, by his omnipotent decrees, " has, from 
all eternity, elected some to everlasting life,'' and doomed others to 
eternal damnation, without any regard to faith or good works, is 
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auppoied to be confinned by certain pasiages of icripit0»y wMcb ill 
advocates, contrary to all truth and right reason, have seen fit to In- 
terinret in that sense. But it appears evident from aH that we have 
seen written and published on tiiis subject, by its mort sb-enuoiis ad- 
vocates, that they are entirely ignorant of the true sense and import 
of those passages. Certain it is, that nothing recorded in the scrip- 
tures, on the subject of election or predestination, has any reference 
to the final lot of any souls, without a special regard to their &itk 
and works. There is not a sin^e passage of scripture advanced ill 
suf^rt of this doctrine, but what will easily admit of a reasonable 
explanation, consistent with the free agency of man; while on the 
other hand, there are many passages which are direct and positive in 
the suppcnrt of free agency, woA winch cannot consistently admit of 
any other explanation; but for brevity's sake we shall oolj notice 
the following: 

25. 1. *' I call heaven and earth to record tins <ky against you, 
'* that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cnrstng; 
^' therefore choose life, thi^ both thou and thy seed may live.''*^ 
Here is a positive declaration of God, through Moses, to the cMldiett 
of Israel, that he had set before them the free and uncontrolled choiee 
€^ good and evil; and that their rewaid of life or dei^ ^^)ended, 
not on any predestinated decree, but on their good or evil works, 
freely done: for God is a God of righteousness and truth. But to 
say that God had before determined to fix their choice by any secr^ 
decree,! is to make this declaration a most glaring imposition upon 
their faith and understanding, which is wholly inconsistent with the 
righteousness and goodness of €rod. 

26. 2. ** What mean ye, that ye use this proverb ooncernng the 
*' land of Israel, saying, The fiithers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
'* children's teeth are set on edge ? As I live, saith the Lord God; 
'^ ye shall not have occasion any more to use tUs proverb in Israel.''^ 
This proverb is founded on the saine princ^le with that which main- 
tains, that because Adam partoc^ of the forbidden fruit, it is just and 
right f<Nr God, by an arbitrary decree, to damn all his children, widi- 
out any regard to their works, or rather for worics which they were 
impelled to do by irresistable necessity; and that if any are vaved, it 
must be through a partial election, by the same arbitrary decrees. 
But if this be reidly the case, we certainly have still ocoanon to use 
this proverb, notwithstanding the positive declaration of Jehovah to 
the contrary. Thus we may see that this preposterous doctrine has 

• Peat. souc. 10. 

t It i« the height of foUy to talk and write as maoj eoclesiastics do. of God's secret d*» 
erees / for who wrtB ever able to diKover bis secret decrees ? IT indeed they are discover- 
ed, then they are no longer secret. 
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» ditect teadency to i]xq[>eftoh the character of the God of justice and 
tnith. 

27. 3. *' The rig^iteousness of the righteous shall be upon him^ 
." and the wickedness of the wicked diall be upon him. — Yet ye say, 
'^ The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, O house of Israel ! 
" Is not my way equal ? are nc^ your ways unequal ?"* What can 
lender the way of God nMMre unequal than the doctrine of uncondi- 
tional decrees ? Cki the other hand, what. can be more equal, just and 
leasonable, than to reward all souls according to their toorksy 
vhetfaer good or evil ? 

28. 4. *' As I Ute, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
'* death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from bis way and 
" live."t What can be mor6 plain and positive ? It is impossible 
that God should foreordain any thing contrary to his own will and 
pleasure. If therefore, God has foreordained that man shoidd com- 
mit sin, for which he must die, then^ of course he certainly must have 
pleasure in the death of the wicked. Here again, we may see that 
the forementioned doctrine not only charges Grod with the hdgfat of 
kyustic«, but with the grossest deception and falsehood towards his 
rational creatures. 

29. But it may be objected by some, that^ as these declarations 
were made under the law, they only Concerned this life, and not the 
final state of the soul ; and that unconditi(Hial election was in Christ, 
which respected the eternal state of all souls. But we would ask, 
Aie God's ways more just and equal to men in their temporal, than 
in their eternal state ? Is he more favorable to the bocUes, than to 
the souls of men ? Even this supposition can by no means remove 
the inconsistency of the doctrine, nor lessen the absurdity of the ar- 
gument advanced in its support. But the declarations said promises 
under the gospel are equally plain and positive. 

, 30. 6. *' Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden, 
<* and I will give you rest. Teke my y<^e upon you and learn of 
*' me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart ; and ye shall find rest ia 
"ycMir 80uls."t Here is a positive call, and a positive promise, to 
all who will obey it« Where then is the decree that can hinder the 
fidfilment of this promise, aside from the Unwillingness of mankind to 
eomply with the call ? Has Grod decreed that they shall not be vei- 
ling to comply ? Then the call must be a mere mockery — a vain 
pretence, to deceive souls into a beHef that the gospel was intended 
f» all, when in fact, only a part were to be saved by it : while the 
rest, after being mocked with a pretence that the grace of God was 
free for all, and that the call of Cluist extended to all, without excep- 
tion, were to be eternally damned ! Such are the natural and ne- 

* E^k. xviii, 90 a& 25. f Szek. xxxiii. 11. t Mat xi, S8, 29. 
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ceiMdy cQiiMquencef of that blaspbtfnoiit doetrbie.of aacon^onfll 
decrees, which have been forged in the tyrannical school of Aiiti* 
Christ, and palmed upon the God of righteousness and truth. 

31. 6. '' Of a truth I perceive that God is no req^ecter of per- 
*' sons ; but in every nation, he tiiat feareth him, and wodi^ nghte- 
*' ousness, is accepted with hiin."t This testimony of the apostle 
Peter is directly to the point, and shows plainly who will be elected^ 
and what the conditions are. He that feareth God^ and worketk 
fighttousruss. But if God has in fact, decreed the final lot of utt 
souls, *'from all eternity," and has unconditionally elected some^to 
salvation, and ptfaers to damnation, which necessarily fixes an eternal 
difference between them, he must, in this case, be Ike greatest re- 
specter of persons, and must dispky the greatest possible partiafi^ 
and injustice towaids his rational creatures. 

32. 7. '* The LcM-d is not slack concerning his pvomise, a» some 
^* men count dackness ; but is long-sufifering to us-ward, not.wiUi^f 
'* that aigr should perish, but that all idiould come to r^Mntuice.'^ 
Here again, we have another plain testimony of the same apesfle. 
If therefore, God is ** not willing that any should perish,'' and yel 
has foreordained, by an unconditional decree, that awjr ptttehouM 
perish, that may part should not come to repentanee, &en hoAust 
have passed this decree agi^Mt his own will \ Such is tlie lidieidoae 
i^ht in which this honid doetriAe x)Lace8 the God of ndsdom ani 
goodness. 

. 33. 8. '' For this is good and aoceplable in the si^Md* God am 
" Savior, who will have tA men to be saved, and to cone unto th» 
'' knowledge of the truth."* M then God *' will have all men Itf 
" bo saved and come to the knowledge of the truth," he caanot p0»- 
sibly vnll to the contrary ; therefore be ooi;dd not foteoidaiA thai 
any should not be saved, nor come to the knowledge ef the truth. 
. 34. Thus it appean that the kwand the prophets^ and alsothe testi- 
mony of Jesue Chriflt and his aposlies, all t^id to disprove the dootrine 
of unconditional ekction tnd reprobation, and to oonirm, in tlie 
most positive manner, the free agency of raan^. Hence it ie ckaily' 
evident that the obedience or disobedience of all spnls -depends on 
their own fiiee choice, and that their reweid will be aeeordin^ tm 
their workt* As to those passages vrhioki are snpposed to impl^r 
the doctrine of predestini^ion, aocovcUng to tiie sense in which it4» 
heldt and which its advoeetes, genevaUy adfeaoe aa evidence In its- 
faiver, they are easdy ejipleined ispon ralienal prineiples, wHheiit ^ 
mlving that i^Mmd do^rine. lUection deee not neeessari^ ^^pfy 
piedeeiination ; nor does foreoidiMtion, aa used in tiie sor ip t o w s , by 
a^ meant involve the final destination of any soul^-wiliMyvt a 4iiir Mid> 

•Thn.a. a, 4. t Acts X, 34, 35. | !? Ptter III, 9. 
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impartM trial, according^ to the just and eqidtetble ptificiples of the 
gospel. 

26. JEkction^ according to the c(Hnnion unport of iStse tenn, means 
choice ; and where it is used in the scriptures, it implies a particular 
selection of certain persons or people, for certain purposes. This 
sdaject may be illustrated by a comparison. It i^ wett known that 
in an elective goyemment, &e dfficers are elected or chosen to fill 
certain places ot stations, and to perform certain duties. But this 
de^on does not necessarily imply that they were predestinielted to 
those office^ ; nor does it exclude other citizens irom the piiviles^ 
(^ participating in the afi&irs of govermnent, or of eiijbymg its bend* 
fitis. There must be puUic offices in erery weU regullEited govern- 
ment, and suitable characters mui^ be elected and appointed to fill 
tlKrae offices. But all cannot be presidents tcx secr^uies of state ; 
all cannot be senators nor rejjreelentativeis in con|^ss ; yet aU xissy 
fflijoy the blessings and privileges of a good government, ph)Vided 
Ifaey conduct themselves worthy of it. 

36. The constitution of the United States luU fbreordaihed or predial- 
finafted, that th^ persons elected and qualified, according to ^ch and 
such ]Hovi8ions, ^oA hold such and such offices ; consequenfly tiieir 
Section is established ajnd confined by certain articles or decree of 
the constitution which, perhaps, were enacted, and made a part 6f 
the supreme law of the knd, beiRDre some of the person s6 ^ected 
wete bom. Yet the constitution did not foreordain nor elect tiieie 
persons, it only designated &e characters and qualifications ntecessary 
for such offices ; but left the actual election of the officers to the 
fiiiure determination of the electcnrs, who were to be governed iii* their 
proceedings, accord^ig to the provisions of the constitution On the 
8id>Ject. But the choice of the worthy candidates, so far fix>m beings 
de^mental to the rest of &e citizens, is of essential benefit to then^, 
bdng chosen for their service. And it mttst be obvious alsb, tint 
this choice can be of no use to i^Q persons chosen, uid^ thejf^ accept 
of it, and fulfil the duties of the office ; so it is with the .ejection of 
all souls in the w(N*k of God. 

37.' Hence we may see the comparison between things temporal 
and qnritual. By the constitution of heaven which was decree and 
estsddished by the Almighty, it was pted^slinated that such aiHl such 
characters, possessing' such and such essential qualifications, should 
be leaders, ^aehers and prdphets to the people, to' glide and direct 
tfaem in their duty. Accordki^y, when the time arrived, in which 
the occasioii reqidk^ ih^ selection to be made, Noah was chosen to 
baid the ark, ami ^ve fdmself and his ihn^ ftotSL the fiood; be- 
cauve he '* was? a just naan," and one w^ was cfl^e&ont to the will 

11 
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of God, and thereby found favor with Grod. Abraham was chosen 
and ordained to be the typical father of the faithM; because of his 
faithfulness and obedience to the call of God. For the same canse, 
Moses, Joshua, Samuel and the prophets, were chosen as faithful 
servants of Grod, to do the work which God ordwned to be done. 

3S. But these individuals were not chosen to the exclu^on of oth- 
ers from the work of God; but for the benefit of all over wliom they 
•were appointed the leaders and guides, that all mi-^ht be- sharers witli 
them, in the Messings promised to the faithful and obedient. Thus 
the election of Moses as a leader to the Israelites, was designed for 
. iheir deliverance from their E^ptian bondage, and for thek' pnstec- 
tion and salvation in their journey through the wilderness. Bat this 
election did not decide the final state of a single individual of tiiat 
nation, or of any other; it was intended to serve as a figure to typify 
Jesus Christ, who was to be the Savior of his pec^le. And as all 
who were faitl^fid and obedient to the law of Moses, were blessed and 
protected, and. delivered v from the power of their enemies, while the 
disobedient and rebellious were destroyed; so all who will be fai&- 
> ful and obediient to the law of Christ, will be blessed and protected, 
and delivered from the power of sin and Satan, and find an inhert- 
tance in the heavenly Canaan, as God's elect; while the disebedMBt 
fixid'rebellious will lose their day and their privilege, and be excluded 
from the Kingdom ofHeaven. 

39. Tho' the po^rity of Abraham were highly privileged with 
temporal blessings, according to t^e promise of God to ther faithfol 
father Abraham; tho' they were calleid God's chosen people 9Skd his 
elect ; yet liiat election could never secure their final salvation, witiv- 
out their own faithfulness and obedience. It is evident that it did 
not decide the final character ohd state of &e Jews; for they pn^red 
a rebellious people, and therefore, notwithstanding their electum, 
they were afier wards cut off by the judgments of God, andiscattered 
over the face <^ the earth, and exist, even to Hiijs day, as a monument 
of God's displeasure against &e sin of disobedience and rebelUen. 

40. " Many are called but few chosen," said Jesus. Aad this 
was evidently the case with respect to the Jews; for altho*the whole 
nation was called, and was figuratively achosen nation; yetx^mpa- 
ratively very lew of them proved so faidiful as to be found at last 
among the real chosen of God. " For they are not all- Israel which 
sre of Israel." Election is therefore not the seal of salvotioD. It 
did not 9ave Judas, altiu)' he was elected,and appointed (xie of Gbisfis 
twelve apostles; yet he proved himself a traitor, and was therefore 
disiidimted and cut off; and another was chosen to fill his piaoe. 

41. The case of Jacob and Esau is often advanced, as as aigu- 
ment in proof of the doctrine of predestination, which is supposed to 
be fully confirmed by the following passages of sci^ture. " Was 
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''^ not Esau Jacob's brother ? saith the Lord; jet I k»¥ed Jacob> 
'^ aad I hated Esau.''"'^ And again; ** For the children being not 
'^ yet bcHrn, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of 
*' God, acccvrding to election might stand, not of works, but of him 
" thai caUeth.''t 

42.. But what does this prove ? What was " the purpose of God 
" according to election," concemii^ them ? As before observed, 
election implies choice. The purpose of Grod therrfore, in the choice 
of these two individuals, was to typify in them, the flesh and the spi- 
rit; and to show where the love and blessing of God would finally 
Test, and where his hatred and displeasure would fall. It is written, 
'* The eld«r shall serve the younger."t But tho' we have no ac- 
•count that ever Esau served Jacobs personally; yet this prediction 
was evidently fulfilled in the two nations which sprung from them, 
which rendered the figure stUl more complete. God therefore se- 
lected these two children, (even before they were bom, and of course 
before they had done either good or evil, by which they might be 
judged as to their own merits,) for the very purpose of displaying 
in Ihem, and in their posterity, a figurative representation of the wide 
difference between the flesh and the Spirit; between the old creation 
and the new. 

43. But in this election, there is nothing which could decide their 
future state, as to their salvation or damnation. The final lot and 
portion of these two nations, and every individual of them, was yet 
to be proved and decided; in a future day of greater light and spirit- 
ual power, »id by a more unerring rule of 'judgment, than could be 
^en in that day. Therefore the election or choice of these two 
brothers, was never intended to decide their eternal state; but only 
intended to represent, in a figure, God's hatred of sin and the fallen 
nature of the flesh, in the children of wickedness, who will sell their 
• heavenly birthright for a little carnal pleasure; while he manifests 
- his distinguishing love and blessing to those who will wisely distin- 
guish themselves, by their faith and obedience to the calls of the 
gospel. 

' 44. The instance of Pharaoh is }»oduced as another argument in 
favor of the doctrine of predestination. '' For the scripture sailh unto 
'* Pharaoh, even f(» this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I 
" might show my power in thee, and that my name might be declaiv 
** ed throughout all the eartb."^ 

45. This text is suf^sed, by the advocates of unconditional elec- 
tion, to be an unanswerable argument in its favor. But we consider it 
a very fallacious argument. For how did God raise up Pharaoh? He 
undoubtedly raised him up as he raises up all other men, and for a 

•Mal.i.9--9 -f Rom. is. 11. tGen.zzT.23. fRom.ix.l7. 
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aiiiiilar purpose, only he was in a more disting;uished station. In the 
ovder of his divine proTidence, he raised him first to a child, then to 
a man, and then to a king. Hence by God's providence, his po^er 
was made known and his name declared thro' the earth, accordine^ 
ta his exalted station. 

46. Again: How did God harden Pharaoh's heart? We answer: 
He sent his commands to him, to let Israel go. This aroused his sel- 
fish fe^ings, and he refosed to obey. God then sent judgments upon 
him for his conviction, which softened his heart, so that he promised 
obedience. He was then left to prove his obedience. Being left to 
lymself after the judgment was removed, he still refused to obey; and 
by his rebellion he hardened his own heart still harder than before. 
Thus God repeatedly softened his heart by the mercifid displays df 
convicting judgments, while he still refused obedience. Hence God's 
convicting power proved the means, and his own disobedience the ~ 
cause of his heart's being hardened. So that in Consequence of his 
continued rebellion and hardness of heart, he finally brought upon 
himself a just judgment, which terminated in his own destruction. 

47. This is in accordance with the words of Christ: " If the light 
** that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness !" God dis- 
plays light to man, and requires him to follow it ; and tho* this Hght 
earniot be turned into darkness; yet if he refuses to follow the light, 
he will fall into greater darkness than before. And this will continue 
to be the natural effect so long as he continues to reject the light, until 
by final rebellion he will be left, as a just judgment,' to fall into eter- 
nail darkness. 

48. The Spirit of God never did, and never can operate to harden 
the heart of any man; it is inconsistent with his nature: ^' For God 
" cannot be tempted witii evil, neither tempteth he any man witk 
*♦ evil.*** Nay, the direct tendency of his Spirit is to soften flie heart 
and draw souls to obedience ; as evidently appears even ui the case of 
Pharaoh. And if they comply, they will inherit his goodness; but 
if they refuse and rebel, they wftl be hardened in judgment to their 
own destniction : " For the reward of their hands will be given 
** them,"t and they cannot charge it upon a just God. Such has 
been the dealings of God with man fVom the beginning, and such 
have been the effects, and ever will be, to the end of liis probationary 
state. 

49. Therefore this selection of PhtHraoh was also designed, as a 
figure, to represent the arch oppressor of God's people, in the spirit 
of wickadness. And the subsequent destruction of him and his host, 
in the red sea, tjrpified the flood of destraction which will finally over- 
whelm the enemies of God's people, and put an end to all manner of 

• Janiof)i.l3. t Isa.Ui.U. 
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q>pressioii. Bui neither the hardeoing of Pharaoh's heart, nor the de^ 
struction of the Egyptian host, can be any evidence of the final state 
pf either. It will doubtless be more tolerable for them, in the day of 
judgment, than for the rebellious Jews; and beyond comparison more 
so, than fot those who reject the light of the gospel in the present 
day. Obedience or disobedience to the everlasting gospel, tl^ light 
of which must finally be extended to all, whether living or dead, will 
at length prove the iialvation or damnation of every soul. 

50. The scriptures have been greatly wrested to prove doctHnes 
which have originated in antichristian darkness; but after all, there is 
nothing to be found throughout the sacred volume, that affords the 
smallest proof of that gloomy and soul-darkening dottrine of eternal 
and unconditional decrees, which so unjustly fixes the final salvation 
or damnation of souls, without a special regard to their works. Tha 
election of individuals as ministers, prophets, or leaders of the peo- * 
pie, by no means implies a certainty of the final salvation of the p^« 
sons fu> elected, ''^ any more than it implies the damnation of those who 
are not elected to these offices; because all must finally be judged 
and rewarded according to their works. Those worics, however, 
which were performed in a state of darkness and ignorance, tho' they 
noust have their due reward, can never decide the final doom of any 
soul. Those performed under the light of the gospel, and with a fiiU 
understandiog of its requirements, -are the works by which the soul 
must be tried, and for which he must receive his final reward. 

61, The truth of these things is so abundantly testified in the scrip- 
tures, and af^)ears so consistent with the righteousness and justice 
of God, that there seems to be no possible ground to dispute it; and 
yet we find many antichristian preachers and writers continually ex- 
claiming against the efficacy of good works, and thus discouraging 
all atten^ts to obtain the noercy and favor of God by the virtuous 
acts of faithful obedience. But this discouraging doctrine tnll finally 
prove a poor excuse for their own idleness and disobedience. " Be- 
*' hold I come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every 
" man according as his works shall be."t 



CHAPTER III. 

The Creation and Order of the Natural World a figure of that 
which is Spiritual, 

1. The natural world, and the things therein contained, were, 
firom the beginning, wisely designed as figurative representations of 
* Wiuieu Baahon, Saul, Judas, and others. t Rev. xzii. 12. 
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Spiritual things to come. As this earth was created for a temporary 
use,' and was never intended to be the abiding place of man, but only 
a place of preparation for a more substantial, durable and glorious 
state, in the spiritual world; it was therefore highly proper and ne- 
cessary that, in its creation and order, it should bear a suitable com* 
parison with that spiritual creation of which it was a figure. But 
as the difference between things natural and spiritual is very great; 
so this comparison is but as a shadow compared with the substance. 

2. JesUs Christ, both in his public ministry and in his discoursei 
with his disciples, often made use of natural similitudes to represent 
spiritual things. By this he evidently manifested that the natural Cre- 
ation and the things pertaining to it, were well adapted to represent 
spiritual and eternal things, which indeed could not be represented 
otherwise than by the things of time. This truth is more fully reveal- 

* ed in these last days, to those who are now made partakers of the real 
substance of those things, which were formerly represented by types 
and shadows. " That was not first which is spiritual, but that which 
** is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual."* 

3. In the first of Genesis, we have the following account of the 
commencement and progress of the natural creation and its establish- 
ed order, together with the first creation of man. " In the beginning 
** God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without 
'* form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep: and 
" the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God 
" said. Let there be light : and there was light. And God saw the 
" light, that it was good : and God divided the light from the dark- 
** ness.'* Or rather, according to the original, '*God divided," or 
made a separation between the light and the darknessA The sa- 
cred historian then proceeds to show the formation and order of the 
natural heavens and earth, the sea and the dry land, and the natural 
productions and established order of each. ** And God said, Let the 
" earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit-tree 
*' yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth; 
" and it was so." 

4. Thus the fixed and unalterable laws of nature were established 
in tbe fruits; each kind must bring forth fruit according to its nature. 
It was therefore contrary to the nature of the oak to bring forth oran- 
ges, or for the fig-tree to yield peaches. The seed of the melon could 
not produce cucumbers, nor the flaxseed bring forth barley. The 
laws of nature could not be violated, in this respect, in any part of 
the vegetable creation. 

6, ** And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of heaven, 
" to divide the day from the night: and let them be for signs, and 

* 1 Cor. XV. 4G. t See nsrgioal Bible. 
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" for seasons, find for days and years : and let them be for lights in 
V the firmament of heaven, to give light upon the earth : and it was 
*' so." Here we see that when these sources of natural light were 
created, and established " in the firmament of heaven to give light 
^ upon the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
** divide the light from the darkness," God, at the same time, or- 
dained that they should be ^* for signs and for seasons,*' a.s well as 
'* for days and years." Thus it appears that Divine Wisdom has or- 
dained that the things of the natural creation, under the government 
and Influence of these lights, should be regulated by times and sea* 
sons ; and these are for signs to those who walk in the light. But 
^his subject will be more particularly noticed in the sequel. The ac- 
count thus proceeds : 

6. *' And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the 
** moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the 
" earth in the open firmament of heaven. And God created great 
** whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters 
*' brought forth abundantly after their kind, and every fowl after his 
** kind. And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and multiplyi 
** and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 
** And God said. Let the earth bring forth the living creature after 
^' his kind, cattle and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his 
** kind: and it was so." Thus all these things were created and es- 
tablished in their order, and endowed, by the laws of creation, with 
the power of generating their own species, in their order, and accord- 
ing to the times and seasons appointed by the Creator. 

7. " And God said. Let us make man in our miage, after our 
** likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
*' over the fowl of the air, and over the earth, and over every creep- 
** ing thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in hit 
** own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
** created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, 
** Be fruitful, and miJtiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
** and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
'* the air, and over every living thing that moveth ujion the earth. 
''* And God ^w every thing that he had made, and behold It wa4 
** very good." 

8. Thus- man was appointed the sole lord of the creation; his pow- 
er and dominion was over all. Bjit as he was constituted God's re- 
presentative on earth, who best knew his situation, and the danger to 
which he was exposed, it was necessary that he should yield perfect 
obedience to tlie commands of his Creator, as the only possible means 
py wl^h he could retain that power and dominion which the Crea- 
jbor had given him upon these conditions.^ From the foregoing state- 
ment the following observations may be drawn. 

• SeoGeu.l. 20. ^ j 
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9. 1 . It appeani tlutt the natural creation was gradually formed and 
brought into order : that this order^ which extended thioa|^ the 
whole creation, was supported and governed by certain laws and re- 
gulations, which constituted the beauty and harmony of the creation, 
and which could not be broken without creating confusion; and that 
eveiy thing in its proper order and place was pronounced good, and 
placed under the domioion of man. 

ID. *2. In the creation a separation was niade between light and 
darkness, day and night, and many other tibings c^ different and op- 
posite qualities, which when contrasted, clearly represented good and 
evil, and were calculated to present to the mind of man the qualities 
of things beautiful and ugly, lovely and hateful, harmless and hurtful^ 
and were doubtless necessary to impress upon his understanding a^ 
sense of good and evil, happiness and misery. 

11. 3. These things, so different and opposite in their nature, 
were entirely separate and distinct from each other; and as each in 
its place was designed, as a sign or figure, to represent that which 
was good or evil among spiritual things, it was therefore necessary 
for man, in all his transactions, to keep that distinction in view, and 
to govern himself accordingly. 

12. 1*0 the i^iritually minded the comparison between natural and 
spiritual things is plain and obvious. The light of the sun, beii^ the 
source or fountain of light in the natural creation, is a most strikins^ 
figure of the Fountain of spiritual light, Ihe bright Source of everliEist- 
ing life, the glorious light of Heaven, of which all souls who shall 
be found faithful to improve the Ught which God has given them, 
will be made partakers. The darkness of the night evidently pr^ 
figures the shades of spiritual darkness, and the gloomy mansions of 
hell, where all souls who choose darkness rather than light must sink 
at last. The beautiful and harmonious songsters of the grove are so 
many emblems of happy spirits, whose blessed influences communi- 
cate happiness to all around them. The voracious raven, the mid- 
night screechnowl, and the like, are emblematical of those destructive 
and tormenting spirits which haunt the infernal regions, and torment 
the wicked. 

13. ^mHar comparisons may be made relative to good and evil 
beasts, beautiful and ugly animals, and useful and destructive crea- 
tures of every kind. The fruits of the earth, the plants and the herbs 
of the field, and every thing that grows upon the earth, as well as 
all living creatures which inhabit the watery world, or fly in the airy 
regions, are either useful or destructive, pure or impure, and are 
figurative either of spiritual good or evil, purity or impurity : for 
God has created nothing in vain. Therefore, tho' all these things 
are temporal, as to their existence, and must soon perish, like aU 
otiier works of time; yet in their creation, infinite Wisdom evident- 
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\j had real and essential objects in view, as spiritual substances, to 
be typified or pointed out by these created objects. How else could 
the invisible things of him be clearly seen and understood by the 
things that are made?* 

14. It may be asserted as an objection to the foregoing doctrine, 
that these things were created for the use and subsistence of man. 
Admitting this to be true, it does not prove that they were not, at the 
same time intended as figurative representations of spiritual things. But 
there are evidently many kinds of living creatures, as well as many . 
other things in the natural creation, for which mankind have never 
yet found any use, and perhaps never will in this world; and certain- 
ly they were not created in vain. What then could have been the 
object of their creation, if it was not to represent something of a spi- 
ritual nature to be revealed hereafter ? 

15. The fact that sheep and lambs, as well as a variety of other 
creatures, were given to be slain, both for food and for sacrifice, did 
not prevent their being used as figures to typify the sacrifice to be 
made for sin, and to represent the meek and innocent character of 
the Savior, who was ** brought as a lamb to the slaughter."! Nor 
were they, on that account, less typical of the me^ and innocent 
character of his people, whom he calls his sheep and his lambs.t 
So also the best fruits of the earth, which were evidently created for 
the immediate use of man, and expressly given for his subsistence, 
are no less figurative on that account; but even the very circum- 
stance of their being given for food, was intended to show that they 
are figurative of that spiritual fruit with which the righteous will be 
fed in the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus Christ had reference to this, 
when he said to his disciples, ** I will not drink henceforth of the 
" fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in 
" my Father's Kingdom."^ 

16. It is well known that those who are bom into this world, must 
be nourished with temporal food, or they would soon perish. And 
it is as certain that the new born soul, who has been begotten in the 
regeneration and brought forth in the new oration, by the renova- 
ting power of Christ, as really requires spiritual food, as the natural 
man requires that which is natural.ll Even the pure waters of the 
fountain, so refreshing to a thirsty man, are figurative of those spiri- 
tual waters which flow from the fountain of everlasting life, and 
without which souls in the spiritual world must suflfer, and be con- 

* See Rom. i. 20 
t A>w ftpdy does the eircnmstance that man in dependent upon the sheep and lambs 
of the flock for the clothing of his natural body, show oar dependence upon the Lamb 
of God for " the garments of salvation," of which our natural garments are a figure! 
t See John xxj. IS 4p 16> ako chfip.. x. 11 to 16. 

ft Matt KZTi. S9. liHeb.v.18. 
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strained to cry out, like the rich man in the parable, for a drop of 
the water of life to cool their tongues. 

17. These fibres extend to every tMng which pertains to the na- 
tural creation : nor do they stop here. All the useful and important 
works of man, which are produced by the exercise of his natural fa- 
culties, are also fi^rative of the good works to be wrought by his 
spiritual faculties hereafter. And he who is faithful m performing 
his duty here, whether in things which are in themselves great or 
small, will be honored with a glorious employment in the heavenly 
world, compared with which his greatest works in this world are but 
a shadow. " If therefore, ye have not beeu faithful in the unrigh- 
*' teous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches ?"* 
And as the difference between the faithful and the unfaithful, in this 
world, is manifested by their works; so in the world of spirits, the 
difference will appear as much greater, as heavenly and divine thiags 
are g^reater than those which are earthly. The faithful will be ho- 
nored and the unfaithful degraded: the former will have his talents 
doubled to him, and the latter will have his taken from him. The 
parable of Jesus Christ concerning the talents is a striking illustnt- 
tion of this subject! 



CHAPTER IV. 

The established order of times and seasojis in the natural crea- 
tiony together with the primeval state and probation of man, 

1. When God created the world, he established in it certain laws 
by which it was to be governed. Among these were included the 
order of times and seasons. These laws being established by the 
Almighty, could not be altered by any inferior power. The esta- 
blished order of the sun, moon and stars, which rise in the east and 
set in the west, could not be broken, nor their courses changed, so 
as to rise and set in an opposite direction, and at different periods of 
time. Nor could the established order of the seasons be changed, so 
as to produce effects contrary to the designs of infinite Wisdom. Day 
and night, heat and cold, summer and winter, seed time and harvest 
must have their appointed courses ; nor was it in the power of any human 
being to change them. It would have been utterly inconsistent with 
Divine Wisdom to subject, to the control of man, tiie established 
laws of nature by which the creation was governed; therefore these 
laws were necessarily independent of allJiuman power. 

• Luke xvl 11 t See Matt. xxv. 15. 
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2. When God brought forth the vegetable creation he established 
in it the laws of vegetation, which required that every tiling pertain- 
ing thereto should bring forth fruit, each according to its kind, and 
be regulated by times and seasons. Hemje every different kind had 
its allotted period to grow to maturity, to bud and blossom, and to 
bring forth fruit. Thus established and regulated, the order and 
harmony of the vegetable creation was rendered beautiful and glori- 
ous ; no violation of nature, nothing disorderly to corrupt and mar 
its beauty nor destroy its harmony. Similar laws were also establish- 
ed in the animal creation. They too, in their various orders, had their 
appointed times to grow to maturity, and their seasons to generate 
and bring forth their offspring according to their kind. 

3. Man also had laws given him according to his lot and order in 
the creation. As he was made superior to all the rest of God's crea- 
tures in the natural world, being endowed with superior faculties and 
a rational soul, it was necessary that he shoidd be governed by supe- 
rior laws. The vegetable creation was regulated by the periodical 
seasons of the year, and these were sufficient for it. The animal 
creation, in addition to the rotation of the seasons, was endowed with 
the law of natural instinct, which was necessary to guide and regu- 
late the various kinds of animals in procuring sustenance, and in the 
propagation of their species, according to their different classes and 
orders, in their times apd seasons. 

4. But man, being superior to all other creatures, had not only the 
rotation of the seasons, and tlie law of nature, in conmion with the 
animal creation ; but he had also a superior law, by which he was 
made capable of overruling and governing all the dispositions and 
propensities of his animal nature. • The rational powers of his soul 
were superior to his animal faculties, and constituted him a rational 
being, and brought him into a near relation to his Creator ; he was 
therefore capable of receiving the law of his Creator to govern and 
direct his rational soul, in all its movements. Hence he was enabled, 
not only to keep the law of nature, and govern his own inferior pro- 
pensities, but also to have the government and dominion over all the 
inferior creation. 

5. The work designed for man, in his primeval state, was not only 
to increase and multiply, and replenish the earth with his own offspring, 
but also- to suhdue it* and to improve the condition of it, and vsrith 
it his own condition. But he was to be regulated in all these things, 
not by the propensities of his animal passions, but according to tiie 
order which God had appointed for him, and which was to be made 
manifest in his living soul, by the Spirit of GodA By so doing, 

•The modern advocates for the great eommand, so called, seem to forget this part of it, 
t This was the tree qf life in the natural world, of the fruit of which he might freely 
eat and live to Ood, in his natural state. 
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he would have been enabled, under the special guidance and protec- 
tion of his Creator, to rise by degrees to a higher state of perfection, 
and might haye been, even in this world, the honorable progenitor of 
a numerous offspring who, by their obedience might have blessed, 
and beautified the earth, honored themselves and their primeval pat- 
ents, and glorified their Creator. This was the primeval slate and 
standing of man. 

6. But as the man was to be the ruler and governor of all the in- 
ferior creation, it was necessary that his faithfulness should be proved. 
Being created a free agent, and endowed with power to act according 
to his own will and pleasure, as far as his capacity extended^ inde- 
pendent of any other being, it was therefore necessary tl;^t he should 
have a law to direct him aright — an order which he must keep, for 
his own safety and protection. For altho' he had power to act fireely ; 
yet his situation and inexperience were such as to need protection. 
There was a work before him ; and it was a matter of importance 
that ' he should be fully endowed with power and wisdom to perform 
it. This he was to gain by obedience to the counsel and instructions 
of his Creator. As a young and inexperienced cluld is required to 
walk in obedience to the counsel and instruction of his wise and ex- 
perienced parent, as the only safe means of gaining wisdom and ex- 
perience for himself ; so he must prove his faithfulness by his obedi- 
ence, before he can be justly entitled to the heirship of any portion 
of his father's inheritance. 

7. Hence we may see the importance of man's obedience to his 
Creator, and the necessity of proving his own faithfulness, by his 
obedience, before he could fairly be entitled to the full government 
mid dominion over the new formed world. It was for this purpose 
that Grod gave him a positive command. By strictly keeping this 
command, he was fully able to preserve his honor and dignity, and 
retain his lot and place as the first in the government and dominion 
of all this lower creation. This command was not entrusted to his 
animal sensations ; but being from God, it was committed to the 
more exalted faculties of his rational soul, and was, emphatically the 
law of God to marly for the trial and proof of his faithfulness and 
obedience. 

8. It may be asked. What was this command ? We read that he 
was forbidden to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
GT to touch it. This injunction was a prohibitory and positive com- 
mand to the man, whatever might have been the figure by which it 
was manifested to him. To fid>stain therefore firom this fruit was 
only to govern his animal propensities, and keep them in subjection 
to the law of God in his rational soul. This was an easy task while 
be kept the power of self-denial in hLi own soul; but when he had ' 
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once yielded to the tempter, and had given up his self-denying power, 
he could not recall it, it was gone forever from him. Thenceforth, 
without the protecting care and overruling power of Jus Creator, he 
was liable to be completely ruined and destroyed by the power of 
tiie enemy, to whose temptations he had fallen a victim. What a 
lesson of warning to mankind in the present day, and especially to 
young people, to beware of all insinuating allurements to sensual 
pleasure, and to shun every temptation to evil ! 

9,, But what was this tree of the knowledge of good and evil ? aJad 
whence arose the iemptation to eat of it ^ Some suppose the forbid- 
den object to be tne fruit of some natural fruit-tree. But we would 
ask. How is is possible that a tree or its fruit should cwitain the 
knowledge of good and evil, or be able to communicate that know- 
ledge to man ? Yet it was evidently something by which the man's 
obedience was to be tried. But if the mere proof of obedience hi^ 
been the only object, tho' a very necessary one, we might naturally* 
suppose that any other command or prohibition might have answered 
the same purpose. Proof of obedience was undoubtedly a most essen- 
tial point. But no candid person will deny that the wisdom of God 
would select the most important object for the trial of man's obe- 
dience; an object not oidy important in itself, but one which really 
required that injunction for the man's own benefit, and the benefit of 
his posterity. 

10. And what could be more suitable, and better calculated to try 
the man and prove his obedience, than to lay upon him an order cal- 
culated to govern his animal propensities, and suppress any disorderly 
influence upon his mind ? Hence the forbidden object might, with the 
greatest propriety, be compared to a fruit-tree of delicious fruit, as a 
suitable figure to represent to mankind, in after ages, the influence of 
the temptation upon the animal propensities of the youthful and inex- 
perienced couple. Their propensity to satisfy hunger and slake their 
thirst, was necessary to support lifie, and therefore could not consis- 
tently be denied; nor could such a denial be attended with any pos- 
sible benefit, in their situation. 

11. But as the power of generation was given to man solely for 
the purpose of procreation, and not for the gratification of his animal, 
nature, the dignity of his creation required that he should maintain a 
greater degree of order and purity, in the work of generatioUj than 
was required of the inferior part of the creation, which was governed 
by the law of nature. This was ths more essential, as the offspring 
of man were to possess rational and immortal souls, destined to an 
eteriial existence. It was therefore a matter of the first importance, 
that the primeval parents of mankind should strictly obey the injunc- 
tions of their Creator, that their offspring should not be corrupted by 
any Tiolation of th« order of nature, on the part of their parents, in 
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respect to the times and seasons of generation; but that Ihey should 
be generated under the sanction of Divine Authority, according to 
the tunes and seasons of God's appointment, as well as in strict con- 
formity to the law of nature. This therefore, was the command of 
God to man, and was given, not only to prove his obedience, but for 
his protection against that subtle enemy whose object was to destroy 
the creation, by infusing his poisonous influence at a point which was 
calculated to corrupt the whole human race, and produce the most 
extensive mischief, 

12. But why was it called " The tree of the knowledge o^ 'good 
and evil ?" Because these were the most appropAiie terms by which 
the figure could be expressed : for in obedience, the greatest good 
was to ffe made known and ensue; and in disobedience, the greatest 
evil was actually made known, and did ensue, both to himself and all 
his posterity : hence no other terms could be so suitable to express 
the real nature and design of this figure. 

13. The times and seasons of generation were evidently designed 
by the Creator, as the established order of propagation,^ in the ainimal 
creation. This order is very visible in the inferior creation, and 
doubtless would have been no less iQanifest in man, had he been 
faithful to his trust. His rational soul, while standing in its primi- 
tive purity and uprightness, could never be degraded to the servitude 
of his animal passions; it must have stood preeminent in dignity, and 
held the government of every inferior propensity. The power was 
entrusted to the living and rational soul of man; and the command 
of God was sufficient to maintain that power, as long as the soul 
maintained its obedience. This was the point of trial; on this de- 
pended the man's fate; on this depended the state and character of 
his offspring: for like begets like; and if parents are alienated from 
God, they will of course produce an alienated offspring. 

14. The man therefore, in his primeval state, stood in a noble Ca- 
pacity, not only to prove his faithfulness by his obedience, but to 
preserve inviolate the order of the creation, for the support and main- 
tenance of his important and dignified station, both for his own hap- 
piness and the happiness of his posterity, and for the honor and glory 
of his Creator. This was his trial ; it required no sacrifice, but tbe 
subjection of his animal propensities to his rational powers against 
any opposite. But still he was in a state of trial, a state of proba- 

" tion; and his obedience was the very point to be tried. So long as 
he kept this, all was safe; but if he failed in this, all was lost. This 
state of trial was unavoidable, without it there could be no proof, 
either of obedience or disobedience. The soul iii yielding ftbedience 
to God his superior, was safely protected ; but in yielding to an in- 
ferior propensity,' he must of necessity fall under the power of that 
influence to which he yielded obedience. ** Know ye not, that to 
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" whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
** whom ye 'obey ; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
" ri^teousness."* 

15. But whence originated the evil influence which led to disobe- 
dience ? It could not be in any of the works of God; for they were 
all pronounced '* very good," and it is impossible that very evil 
should proceed from very good. It could not spring from Grod; 
for no evil influence could originate from the source of all goodness. 
** Grod is light, and in him is no darkness at all." Hence darkness 
could never proceed from light. The evil therefore, must have ori- 
ginated in darkness; it could have had no other source. 

16. By recurring back to the order of creation, in the preceding 
chapter, it will be seen that tho Grod's works were ** all very good," 
tho' light was created in the midsl of darkness, and order established 
in the midst of confusion; yet the darkness was not annihilated, nor 
was the source of confusion destroyed. In scripture the power of 
evil \s called the power of darkness.^ Hence that invisible 
power of evil, which is eternally opposed to all good, and which is 
called The Devil, has its existence in that spiritual darkness of which 
the natural darkness is a figure. From this power flows all spirit- 
ual and moral evil; it is the source of all those principles and influ- 
ences which, in their operations, oppose the nature of godliness and 
injure the works of God. It is therefore the height of folly and 
wickedness, in any one, to charge any of those evil propensities which 
lead to the dark works of sin, upon the Grod of light and holiness : for 
they never onglnated from liim. 

17. The darkness, which was lefl in the natural creation, and 
which was divided fiom the light, was designed to show that good 
has no fellowship with evil, nor the spirit of light with the spirit of 
darkness. It also shows that there was still a place left for the en- 

-trance and temptation of an evil influence. That evil influence in- 
deed entered, in the hour of darkness, and found access to the wo- 
man in the nature of the serpent, a sly, cunning serpent, a crookefi, 
poisonous serpent, proceeding from the spirit of evil in an inferior 
animal, which ought to have put the woman on her guard, and instead 
of listening to the deceitful insinuations of an animal so much her in- 
ferior, she ought to have been guided by the wholesome counsel of 
her superior, and kept the law of her Creator, which it is evident 
she well recollected, even in the midst of her fatal interview with 
the serpent. 

18. But the woman was overcome: She yielded to that evil-in- 
£uence which, through the subtlety of the serpent, wrought upon her 
animal propensities, and infused into her mind the filthy passion of 

•Rom.KLm tSeoIiii]MZsu.fi3. Eph, yi 13, & Ck>l. i. IS. 
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lust. The woman being thus enticed and overcome, enticed her hus- 
band, and through the same evil influence, overcame him. Thus 
the noble order of the creation was reversed. Man having yielded 
to the temptation, and received and indulged an evil propensity, his 
power was gone. And having been once overcome, by jrielding to 
the insinuations of an authority inferior to his own, he had henceforth 
no control over the inferior creation, any further than by the permis- 
sion of his Creator; for he had forfeited his right by his disobedience. 
Thus man became a servant to the power of evil by yielding obedi^ 
ence to it, by which means his nature, and, through that medium^ 
the whole natural world became corrupted with evil.* 

19. Hence it is easy to^see that this earth was, in every respecti 
calculated for a state of probation. Had there been no darkness up- 
on it, had there been nothing in it to which evil could find acoess^ 
then truly it would have been no place of trial; and if no place of 
trial, then no state of probation to man. As darkness is the habita- 
tion of evil; to the spirit of evil can always find access wherever be 
finds darkness. But darkness had its appointed place and order; and 
had man been faithful in his duty, evil might have been confined 
within its own limits. It was evidently man's duty from the begin* 
ning, to retire to his place of protection, and rest in the time of dark- 
ness, and wait the returning light; and not to expose himself in the 
dark till he had obtained light sufficient to withstand the power of 
darkness.! 

20. Man, by his disobedience, exposed himself to the power of 
darkness, and opened the way for the entrance of the enemy where, 
otherwise he never could have entered. This occasioned his fall, 
the loss of his power and authority, and completed his ruin, as far as 
respected his relation and connection with the spiritual world. From 
this loss and ruin, it was impossible that there should be any reston^ 
tion without a new order of things, and a new man who would prove 
faithful to his trust. What a lesson of warning to.the children of 
God to be faithful ! unfaithfulness leads to inevitable rum. 

21. This world being created and designed for a state of proba- 
tion, it must necessarily continue to be such to Adam's posterity, as 
well as to himself. To suppose that Adam's faithfulness would have 
released his posterity from a state of trial, is a mistaken supposition; 
because a season of probation was no less necessary for them than for 
him: for evil still existed; and it was therefore as necessary for his 

* At man held th« only intellijrent connection with the sinritaal world *, hence if he 
were overeome the power of e^r^ could not be prevented from entering through him and 
corrupting all natural things. See Genesis iii. 17, ^c. 

t A wine man will not attempt even to pureoe hfii honest ealHnt in the dark ; if he 
has no lamp to light him, he ^iill retire to rest uU the morning light ; but thieves and 
robbers, whoremongers and adulterers, " chooRe darkness riuher than light, because 
their deeOa are tvUS* This may serve as a figure of the wicMieiV tfettmitted in 
spiritital darkness^ and the danger of being exposed to it ^-^ 
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posterity to gain power over it, as for himself. His fiaiithfulness 
could not have released thera from the trial of their own obedience, 
nor have secured them from tlie wiles of the Adversary. Each in- 
diridual must therefore necessarily pass through a state of trial; and 
had Adam stood faithful,, his posterity, even to the latest generation, 
while the order of nature remained, must have stood by their own 
obedience, or fdllen by their own disobedience, to the authority of 
tlieir righteous parents, who, by standing in the order of God, and 
keeping the divine law, would have been God's representatives to their 
offspring. 

22. Adam and Eve having, through disobedience, yielded to the 
influence of evil, were overcome by it; and the spirit of evil having 
oace found an entrance, could enter again and again. They must 
therefore, ever after, be under the power of that evil influence, unless 
protected by some superior power. And as like causes produce like 
effects, 90 they begat children in their own likeness, an offspring 
tike themselves, and under the power of the same evil influence in 
flie work of generation. Their union and relation to their Creator 
was now lost. They were now forever debarred from the tree of 
life, which was before accessible to them, and by which they par- 
took of the life of God, and shared communion witii him in their na- 
tural state. Having now nothing to support them in their former 
exalted station, they of course fell from their relation to God, into 
that nature which they had indulged and gratified ; the nature of lust. 
The rational soul having yielded its power, their animal propensities, 
being corrupted by the nature of the serpent, had now the pre-emi- 
nence over them. • 

23. Here we may clearly see the cause, why it is, even to this 
day, that the rational soul of man is so much under the influence of 
bis animal passions. And yet, even of this, the greater part of man- 
kind seem to be utterly insensible, and will often imagine that they 
are guided in th^ speculations and pursuits, by the dictates of trutii 
and right reason, while in fact they are either led by their animal 
passions, or deceived by some of the propensities of a fallen nature. 
This is often seen, not only m the ordinary transactions of life, but 
also in the pursuits of religion, in the establishment of many religious 
institutions, in the speculations and writings of men on subjects of 
divinity, and may be observed in a thousand instances, even among 
those who are esteemed great and good men: But the tree it 
known by its fruit. 
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PART IV. 

THE FALL, LOSS AND DSPBAVITY OF MAN, INCLUDING GOD'S FSO- 
GHESSIVE WORE, AND HIS DEALINGS WITH MAN IN HIS FALLEN 
STATE. 

CHAPTER I. 

The causCf nature arid effect of MarCs loss from Chd. 

1. It is universally acknowledged by the professors of Christianity, 
that in consequence of Adam's transgression, mankind are lost from 
God. This is so fully taught in the scriptures, and the evidence of 
it so visible throughout the world, that it cannot be disputed. But 
what was the real cause of that loss, and wherein its nature and ef- 
fects are most clearly manifested, is but little consid^ed, and still 
less understood. It is generally viewed, however, as a punishment 
inflicted on mankind, for an act of disobedience committed by their 
first parents. In this view, God is represented as an arbitrary des- 
pot, with his eternal and absolute decrees, imputing guilt to the whole 
human race, as the effect of Adam's transgression. But this doc- 
trine, to say the least of it, is a blind impeachment of God's right- 



2. The idea that mankind are bom into the world with Adam's 
guilt upon them, is wholly inconsistent with Divine righteousness, 
and contrary to all the light of reason and revelation that God ever be- 
stowed on man, and has no foundation in truth. Even the common 
sense of mankind must teach them, that it is impossible iot a son to 
be guilty of an act of sin which was committed by his father, be- 
fore he was born ; and it would be considered as the height of in- 
justice to punish the son for his father's sin. '' The son shall not 
*' bear the iniquity of the father, neither shaU the father bear the ini- 
'* quity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 
*' him, «id the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him."^ Yet 
this son might after>vards become guilty of the same sin by his own 
act; and in that case he would justly deserve punishment. 

• Ezek. zyiii. i20. 
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3. To say that the child of fallen parents is bom in a fallen state,' 
or under the influence of a fallen nature is to declare the truth; but 
this by no means implies guilt in the child. No one will pi«tend 
that a child who is the oflspring of adultery, is, on that account, 
chargeable with the guilt of his parents; nor would it be consistent 
with justice for him to suffer for the crime of his parents. But as a 
corrupt fountain cannot send forth pure watera, and as like causes ne- 
cessarily produce like effects; so tiie fruit of every tree partakes of 
the nature of the tree which produced it. And tho' the wicked act 
of the .parents cannot be charged upon the child; yet the child is 
liable, ijidess restrained by a superior principle, to follow the same 
wicked example, and bring guilt upon himself by a similar act. 

4. This is just the situation of Adam's posterity. Those who 
yield to the same propensity, and follow his example, naturally run 
into the same act of sin, and as really partake of the forbidden fruit 
as Adam did; find by that means they bring the same guilt upon 
themselves, and are thenceforth as effectually excluded from the tree 
of life as Adam and Eve were. But those who are willing to yield 
obedience to a superior principle, and to deny themselves and take 
up their crosses against the propensities of that nature which they 
have received from their parents, are justly entitled to eat of the 
tree of life and live forever. 

5. Disobedience to the positive command of God, was evidently 
the cause of man's fall; and his fall was the inevitable ixmsequence 
of the act which he committed, of which he was forewarned at the 
time he was forbidden to commit it. As if a father who had a son 
residing in the neighborhood of an enemy, should warn his 
son of the danger of listening to the insinuations of fliat enmny, and 
command him not to do it at his peril. The son disobeys, and the 
consequences of which he was forewarned follow of course. Here 
the blame and loss falls upon the son, while the father stands justifi- 
ed, having done his duty in warning lus son of the danger. It is im- 
possible that there should be injustice with God. A holy and right- 
eous Being cannot tempt any of his creatures to their own destruc- 
tion: it is inconsistent with his nature. *' Let no man say when he 
*' is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted with 
** evil, neither tempteth he any man: but every man is tempted, 
** when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed."* 

6. The very command of God to the man was an evidence of his 
danger, and showed that there was an opposite influence, against 
which it was necessary to be guarded. The temptation to disobedience 
proceeded from the prince of darkness, the great enemy of souls, 
who found an entrance into God's creation through the serpent, the 

* James i. 18, 14. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP 1.] OF MAN'S LOSS FROM GOD. 141 

very emblem of sidttlety and deception. Througb the insinuations 
of his deceitful spirit, he infused into the animal sensations of the 
woman the lust of concupiscence, which she communicated to the 
man, and by which they were both overshadowed with darkness, and 
unseasonably led into the act of sexual coition; and thus they par- 
took of the forbidden fruit.* Hence the curse which followed was 
denounced, and actually laid upon that nature which they had thus 
rec^ved from the serpent, and mutually indulged in themselves, 
and the same nature and the same curse, have both been continued 
down, in the line of natural generation, to this day. And this curse 
can never be taken oflf without a full and" final cross against the in- 
dulgence of that same fleddy lust, and the final destruction of that 
nature which leads to it 

7. Many objectioira have been urged against Ma doctrine, as well as 
against the doctrine of celibacy and continence in general, which 
are well known to be among the principal articles of our faith. To 
enter fully into the discussion of this subject, and answer in a satis- 
factory manner, all the objections that may be raised against this 
doctrine, will require great plainness of speech. t But as fids appears 
to be the most darling principle of fee world, and as the greatest 
(^positi(m against our faith is levelled at this particular principle ; 
therefore, in conformity to the strict demands of light and truth, re- 
vealed in fliis day, it appears necessary that the covering which has 
so long been spread over all nations, should be taken away, and fee 
veil removed from fee face of all people .t 

8. This veil was prefigured by fee veil of the temple, which sepa- 
rated the entrance into fee most holy place. " The veil of the tem- 
** pie was rent in twain'* at the crucifixion of Jesus,|i which signified 
fee rending of fee veil of the flesh by his sufferings for sin. Afler 
feat, those \^o faifefuUy followed his footsteps through mortification, 
and lived a spiritual life, were able to look within fee veil, and to 
discover, in some measure, what it was which separated those who 
lived in fee works of generation from having access to •le most 
holy place. Yet fee veil remained untaken away. ** Neverfeeless," 
says the apostle, ** when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be 
** taken away,"^ And this never could be done till fee second ap- 
pearing of Christ, when it was taken away by that chosen female in 

• The sonl having been endowed by the Creator, with sufficient power to protect the 
body, the aniaial propensities could never be overcome and made subservient to evil, 
nntil the soiil had yielded to the influence of the evil spirit upon the animal propensf- 
tie«, and given up its own power to the dominion of the tempier. Having once done 
thi«, the soul could never regain its power until it had f«und its union to a superior Spi* 
ril, which was able te overcome the tempter and bruise the serpent's head. 

t We would not willingly give offence to any ; our only design is to show and vin- 
dicate our faith clearly on this subject, for the information of all who desire to under- 
stand it, and are willing to be benefltted by i]. 

t See Isa. xxr. 7. II See Matt, xxvii, 51. $ 2 Cor, iii. 16. 
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whom the second appeftring of Christ first commenced. As the 
veil of darkness which hid the &ce.of God from mtui, was first caused 
by the transgression of the first woman ; so it could not be removed 
until it was removed by that distinguished woman, in whem was re- 
vealed the Bride of the Lamb, the first Mother of the children of Ihe 
Kingdom, in the new creation. 

9. That Adam and Eve were unseasonably led into the act of 
sexual coition by'*'' the lust of concupiscence, through the insinuations 
of the serpent, and (whatever may have been done in a figure) that 
this lust was, in reality, the forbidden fruit of which they partook, 
appears evident from the following considerations. 

I. The sentence denounced upon the womam *' I wUl greatly 
** multiply thy sorrow and thy conception ; in sorrow shalt thou bring 
'* forth children ; and thy desire shaU be to thy husband ;" or, (more 
properly, according to the original,) "thy desire shall be subject to 
'* thy husband, and he shall rule over thee."t 

- ] 0. Here it may be asked, Why was the sentence directed against her 
ccHiception ? Why was she to be punished with sorrow in bringing 
forth children ? And why was her desire (or more properly, her 
lustt) to be subject to the will of her husband ? Why this rigorous 
sent^ice ? Is not God just and righteous ? Most certainly ; and 
therefore he dispenses punishments according to the nature of the 
offence ; or rather, he forsakes those who forsake him, and leaves 
them to reap the reward of their own doings. Whatever a man sows, 
the same he must reap ; and whatever he eats, that he must digest, 
however painful it may feel. He who, after being faithfully warned 
by his friend, foolishly swallows a poisonous fruit, because of its 
fair appearance and peculiar flavor, must feel its effects; but he 
ought by no means to charge his sufferings upon his friend. 

II. From the very nature of the curse denounced upon the 
woman, the discerning mind will readily perceive what the nature of 
the offence was. This same curse has been more or less felt by the 
fallen daughters of Eve to this day.ll This remark will apply, with 
peculiar force, to all those who have been decoyed by the same in- 

% 

♦ It may be proper to remark that, the word in this accoant translated serpent^ does 
not in the original imply a snake, but only the most wise and subtle of the animal crea- 
tures. Evidently the devil was the real oU serpent, so called because of that crooked 
and poisoneus spirit, which thro' the medium of that animal he infused into man. 

t See mar Bib. Gen. iii, 16. t See Cruden's Concordance, Article Desire. 

II Tho' it is obvious that the effects of the primitive curse ore seen and felt by the 
whole human race, as the offspring of fallen parents and heirs of that curse; and tho' 
all woman kind have inherited their portion of the curse denounced uj)on the first 
woman; yet there has always been an exception in favor of those virgin daughters 
who have wisely kept themselves from the contaminating corrupticms of lust. They 
have been, thereby, not only exempted from the pains and sorrows of childbirth, and 
preserved ft-om those debasing pollutions, and that servile wretchedness, so common to 
those who subject themselves to the inorainate passions of man ; but they have often 
been distinguished as peculiar objects of Divine favor. 
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sinuating allurements to pleasure, who have yielded to the same 
desires of an animal nature, who have been ensnared by the same 
deceitful influences of concupiscence, and have conceived and brought 
forth chileren in obedience to the inordinate demands of lust. Thus 
the woman is not only subjected to the pains and sorrows of chilbirth, 
but even in her conception, she becomes subject to the libidinous 
passions of her husband ; and in this sense, her desire is subject to the 
will of her husband.'*'' This slavish subjection is often carried to such 
a shocking extent, that many females have suffered an unnatural and 
premature death, in consequence of the unseasonable and excessive 
indulgence of this passion in the man. Thousands there are, no 
doubt, who are able to bear a sorrowful testimony to the truth of 
this remark. 

12. The libidinous debauchee may sneer at this unseemly picture, 
and the squeamish prude may frown at it; but the candid and re- 
flecting mind will readily acknowledge and deplore its painful and 
melancholy truth. Some, convinced of its truth by sorrowful expe- 
rience, will doubtless be ready to exclaim, This is surely a heavy 
curse upon the woman; but is the man spared? By no means: but 
his curse appears more obvious in another point of view. Tho' the 
ground was cursed for his sake, at the time of his first transgressicm; 
yet it is evident that he has greatly increased the curse of tiie land, 
by his own corruptions, and degraded himself far below the state in 
which the primitive curse left him; as will appear in the sequel. 

13. 2. 77ie evident violation of the order of nature, in a total 
disregard to times and seasons, in the work of generation. 

That source from which man derives his earthly existence, from 
which his very being springs, ought to have been preserved pure and 
uncorrupted,. The order of his generation was never designed to be 
polluted by disorderly passions, nor perverted by untimely seasons. 
Yet what is the fact in this respect, when contrasted with the inferior 
part of the creation ? As before stated, the various orders of the ani- 
mal and vegetable creation are governed by the established laws of 
nature, and generate and bring forth fruit according to the regular 
order of times and seasons.! But man is a most marvelous excep- 
tions in this respect. He who alone was created and appointed the 
lord of all this lower world, altho' in many other respects, he dis- 
plays a mind capable of a far superior degree of perfection; and 
altho', in the ordinary transactions of life, he often observes a good 
degree of order; yet in the generation of his species he regards none. 

* Thia may indeed be a tvillms[ gnbjection on the part of the woman, and her passions 
may be even more debased than his ; but whether her subjection be willing or unwilling, 
still this dees not alter its servile nature, as respects the man's power of enforcing it, so 
long as he possesses that power, as her husband, and exercises it at the instigation of 
his passions, instead of being governed by the law of nature, or the law of God. 

t See ** Established order of times and seasons," page 190. 
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14> Notwithstanding his dignified station as lord of the earth; not* 
withstanding his rational soul, with all its noble faculties; notwith- 
standing his light and knowledge, his instruction, experience and 
observation; notwithstanding the law of his Creator, which was givefi 
to regulate in him the times and seasons of generation (as well as all 
other things pertaining to his work) to a greater degree of perfection 
than could be expected in the brutal creation; yet in this important 
point, man has shamefully degraded hims^elf below all the inferior 
creation. Regardless of the regular order of nature, he con&uits it 
not; blind to the times and seasons of conception, he sees them no^ 
deaf to the law of Moses, he listens not to it; an enemy to the pur« 
and perfect law of Christ, he banishes it from his tlioughts. He is 
eagerly bent upon the acts of generation, hut seeks none of its fnutsj 
the desire of offspring is not his motive ; his rule of action is dicta- 
ted only by his inordinate passions. The insatiable nature of his 
lust knows no bounds, submits to no order and cares for no times, nor 
seasons; except it be the time and season of darkness, which is so 
congenial to his lawless and shameful works. 

15. Such is the lost state of man, and such the subverted order of 
nature in the works ot generation. To the truth of these remarks 
let the world itself bear witness. And herein we have a striking 
proof of that carnal mind in man, which the apostle says, ** is not 
" subject to the laflr of God neither indeed can be." 

16. 3. I%e shame which is generally found to he iinsepa' 
r able from the act of sexical Coition, 

This is not only a powerful evidence that the act itself is under a 
curse, but an undeniable proof of its impurity and unholiness. If 
this be not so, why did the shame which was the consequence of 
Adam's and Eve's transgression, fall upon the parts which they coy* 
ered? Does not this plainly point out the very act which they had 
committed? Does it not evidently show what the real forbidden fruit 
was? If by Utie forbidden fruit ^ we are to understand literally the fruit 
of some natural tree, which Eve plucked with her hands, and which 
they both ate with their mouths, why did not the shame fall upon the 
hand that plucked and the mouth that ate it ? As before . observed, 
God always dispenses his judgihents according to the nature of the 
offence. But in this case there does not appear to be any punishment 
inflicted upon the hand or the mouth; but the parts to which pertain 
the power of generation, are now, for the first time, condenmed to 
feel shame; and their first object was to conceal those parts fronci th« 
view of each other; accordingly, " they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves aprons." And even to this day, it is justly ac- 
counted a shame, both in the male and female, to expose the naked- 
ness of those parts; and more especially in the female^ who it «••»• 



Digitized 



by Google 



CRAP. I.] OF MAN'S LOSS FROU OOD. \49 

is doomed to share the greatest portion of the curse in this respect, 
as being the first in the transgression.'*'' 

17. This guiity passion of shame seems to be pecidiarly connect- 
ed with that libidinous act which first produced it; so that it natu- 
rally shuns the light, and seeks to cover itself in the shsy^es of dark- 
ness, secluded even from the eyes of the most intimate friends. Is 
not this fact, of itself, a mo«t striking evidence that there is some- 
thing, either in the act itself, or which is inseparably connected with 
it, which never came from God? And yet there are many, very ma- 
ny, among modern Christians, who, setting «side that which Jesus 
Christ declared to be " the first and great command," have set up 
this lascivious act in its place ? and do they not, instead of loving 
the Lord Qod with all their hearts and souls, verily love their lusts 
with all their hearts and souls, and devote all the mind and strength to' 
airport and maintain it ? 

18. Ck>rrupted and abused, and shamefully debased, as the work 
of generation is, by the lust of concupiscence, it is still supported 
and maintained by the professors of Christianity, who profess to 
sanction it by a legal ceremony, under the name of a divine in- 
stitution. But where is the evidence tiiat the nature of the act is 
purified, or the shame taken away, by the i^eans ? For although 
atn&most reverend 9Xidi pious divines may exert all their piety; 
and all their divinity, to gospelize it in their sermons, legalize it in 
their marriage ceremonies, and sanctify it by their fervent prayers ; 
yet they can neither take away the shame of the act, nor puriQr the 
nature of it; nor can they ever induce the pious devotees of this 
holy ordinance to show forth their obedient zeal, by fulfilling this 
great command before the eyes of their Reverend teachers, who 
have done so much to sanctify the deed to them. 

19. Nor can even Wk^se pious divines themselves, with all their zeal 
in its favor, be induced to set them a public example of this sort of 
worship, however faithful they may be to perform it in private. So 
closely is shame attached to that action which claims for its autho- 

• Many opinions have been entertained differing from each other, respecting the pri- 
mitive garden in Eden, antl the transactions in it. But to us it is evident from Scrip- 
tore alid succeeding revelations, as well as from reasonable views of the nature of 
things, that there was a delightful temporal garden in which the new formed man Wa« 
placed. And in which grew all kinds of trees and plants, every way adapted to the 
subsistence and earthly happiness of man. And also among the productions of this 
terrestrial garden, (which wa« the world in miniature) were figurative representations 
of every element and principle which would affect man to the end of time, and thus it 
was an earthly representation of the spiritual paradise 

Hence it appears plain that, all the transactions which are related to have taken 
place in this garden, were first effected in the outward and temporal order, yet these 
were only figurative, like the figures of the law. But the substantial and ultimate 
of»erations and effects of all these things, were in the earthly human nature of man ; 
this was the real garden in which the rational soul was placed, " to dresSy (that is to cul- 
*^ tivate) and to keep it ;" which was his fir^ duty appointed by the Creator. See Oen. 
ii. 15. Tbns it was his duty to keep it from an enemy, against which ho was in this 
manner, plainly warned. 
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Tity the first great command of God ! What ! Does an ac- 
tion which is authorised by the command of the Almighty^ and sanc- 
tioned by a divine ceremony, require to be performed in the shades 
of darkness ? Can darkness preserre the sanctity of an action which 
would be profaned by the light of the sun ? Is it a shame for Chris- 
tians to obey a divine command in tiie presence of their christian 
brethren and sisters ? If so, the command must surely be a very 
shameful one. 

20. Probably these remarks may feel offensive to some of our 
professedly good christian advocates for this great cdmmand, 
and perhaps, they will be ready to cry out, by way of exclamation. 
Shameful ! shameful ! We freely acknowledge that the subject 
is a shameful one, and deeply lament the shameful cause which has 
excited such remarks. We can truly say, in the language of Paul, 
** We have no fellowship with these unfruitful works of darkness, 
" but reprove them." And we also acknowledge with him, that, it 
'* is a shame even to speak pf those things which are done of them 
*• in secret.'** But if it be a shame to speak of such shameful con- 
duct among a people professing the christian religion, surely it must 
be a greater shame to practice it. 

21. It will doubtless be readily acknowledged, that he who lives 
in the practice of stealing, acts a far more shameful and dishonora- 
ble part, than he who takes up a full cross against every thievish 
propensity, and bears an open and decided testimony against it. Nor 
can it be dii^uted that such a testimony would he much more offen- 
sive to a thief than to an honest man, especially if it should expose 
any of his own thievish conduct. The trtily honest and virtuous, 
whether male or female, will never be offended at a testimony against 
any evil conduct of which they themselves are really innocent. Nor 
indeed can they feel unwilling to be enlightened respecting the evil 
nature and tendency of any act, concerning which they have hither- 
to been ignorantly guilty. 

22. We would now seriously ask, Whence proceeds all this 
shame ? It must have some foundation ; and there can be no cause 
of shame in virtuous actions. '' God is light, and in him is 
**no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him, 
** and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth* "t Sexual coition 
claims for its sanction, an ordinance of God. But if it be an ordi- 
nance of God, it must have fellowship with Grod. The action, how- 
ever, requires it to be performed in the dark ; therefore those who 
practice it, must necessarily walk in darkness. If, then, they say 
it hath any fellowship with God, " they lie, and do not the truth." 
If there is no darkness in God, then nothing which proceeds from 

• Eph. r. 11, 13. t Johu i. 5, & 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GAAP, ij OF MAN'S LOSS FROM GOD. H7 

God, can require to bevelled in darkness. That shame which seeks 
to conceal its lascivious actions in the shades ofdaijcness, and hlu6h- 
es to have them brought to the light, is the noioridus concomitant of 
guilt ; why else should it seek the abodes of darkness ? 

23. This guilt-denoting passion is not connected with the sexual 
intercourse of any other part of God's creation. The beasts of tlie 
field, the fowls of the air and the fishes of the sea, are total stran- 
gers to it. It is found no where but in the fallen race of Adam and 
£ve; and its very source is in that which many modern Christians 
esteem as the greatest and most important of all their works •n 
earth; that of generating their own species, and propagating immor- 
tal beings for the eternal world ! The sense of shame connected 
with this act, is a most powerful evidence of its entire opposition to 
gospel light, purity and holiness; and therefore it can have no part 
in the work of regeneration. The idea of sanctifying these works 
of darkness, and of being regenerated souls, and born of God, while 
living in the gratification of them, is a grand deception of the ene- 
nay of souls, calculated to conceal from man the true nature and ori- 
gin of his loss. Truly tins is *' the veil which is spread over all 
nations,'' and which God has promised to ^' destroy in his holy 
mountain." 

4. The vile use and shameful abuse of this lawless pro- 
pensity. 

24. This is an evidence of man's loss which one might naturally 
s«i|^se could not escape observation. But as a blind man who is 
wandering in darkness and wallowing in the mire, cannot discover 
the darkness which surrounds him, nor the filth \vhich covers him; 
so those who are spiritually blind cannot discover their own dark 
and lost situation, nor the filthiness of tliat lascivious nature which 
overspreads the world around them. If those professed moralists 
(not to say Christians) who so strenuously advocate the works of ge- 
neration, had no other motive in it, but to fulfil the primitive design 
of the marriage iusUtutioo, and generate ofifspring in obedience to 
the will of God, they might, as natural people, have a plausible, if 
not a reasonable plea for so doing, provided they kept themselves 
within due bounds, and observed the order of nature, and the regu- 
lar times and seasons of generation. But still it would be a natural, 
and not a spiritual work, and therefore could have no part in the 
wori^ of Christ, which is. spiritual. 

25. But the lawless passion of lust has no respect to the will of 
God; the generation of o£&pnng is not its object; nor does it re- 
gard the order of nature, nor the times and seasons of generation, 
even in the marriage state; its only motive is the gratification of 
its own lawless propensities. In the pursuit of these gratifications, 
how oftenk the (aw of nature violated ! How often is thii* insatia- 
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ble passion indulged when the state of pregnancy, or the courses of 
nature forbid the indulgence; or when the advanced age. of the fe^ 
male denies all prospect of issue! How often is the naarriage core^ 
nant violated, and the legitimate offspring intermixed with an adul-r 
terous issue! and what is still' more shoddng, how often are abor-t 
tions procured to prevent issue ! 

26. Is not the bare mention of these abominations shocking ia 
the moral feelings of humanity? and are not such things sh&mefol- 
ly debasing to the fallen race of man ? Then how offeMve and 
odious in the sight of a holy and righteous Grod, must be the shaoM^ 
fill and abominable crimes which are here exposed Id viewl Yet 
these are but a few of the numerous and shocking vi<^Uons of ihe 
law of nature, the law of decency, the law of humanity, the few 
of purity and the law of God, which are committed, even in that 
state which is legalized by the laws of man, and sanctioned by a re- 
ligious ceremony. 

27. But this is not all. How often is that insatiable propensity- 
indulged alone and in secret! and how many are the schemes at^ 
inventions to indulge it! and that too, even among those who make - 
a great profession of Christianity ! Let the appeal be made to the con* * 
sciences of those who plead the great command to justify their 
criminal indulgences. Is not the secret indulgence of that filthy 
passion, in the act of self-pollution, much more frequent with many 
modem Christians, than secret prayer.^ Are there not very many, 
of both sexes, who can publicly seat themselves at the sacramentel 
board, and professedly partake of the consecrated memorials of the 
body and blood of a dying Savior; and yet in their secret cham- 
bers, indulge their concupiscence, and shamefully pollute their foo- < 
dies with acts which they would blush to commit in the presence of - 
achild? i . 

28. Are not these " the unfruitful works of darkness'* with which.* 
the apostle commands us to " have no fellowship.'* And shall 
Christians indulge themselves in these things? Can Grod be honor- ' 
ed thus? Is this fulfilling his commands ? is this living in obedienoe 
to the apostle's precept, which requires us to mortify the flesh with , 
all its affections and lusts ? Is this the secret devotion which Grod re* 
quires of Christians ? and will Grod accept of such devotions from 
such Christians ? or can they with confidence enter a temple, pro- 
fessedly dedicated to the worship of a pure and holy God, and pre^ 
sumptuously attempt to lift their defiled hands and deceitful hearts 
to Him whose All-seeing eye is aUe to search the heart and try the 
reins of every creature ? 

29. This lawless passion is not only the most corrupt, but also 
the most unbounded propensity of man's fallen nature, and its ac* 
tions are the least subject to restraint All other evil propemdlie* 
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hare some limitations to their actions. Profane swearing, drunken- 
ness, gambling, fraods, thefts, robberies and murders, are chiefly 
confined to the more li\sentious and abandoned classes of society, 
and are under some restraint of the laws of the land. But the law- 
less passion of lust knows no bounds, is confined to no limits, and 
subject to no laws. Although its shame is not hid, nor can it be 
confined within the limits of darkness, its most natural and congen- 
ial element; yet its practical advocates are numerous, and many of 
them highly honored and respected. All ranks and classes, from 
the prince to the beggar, from the sanctimonious professor of reli- 
gion icy the blaspheming infidel — all are anxious to support, and 
zealous to plead for this delusive passion, this deceptive enchantress, 
this heathen deity, this adored goddess of lust, under the deceitful 
mask of "an ordinance of heaven — a great command of God!" 

30. How fascinating is the power, how extensive the dominion; 
bow numerous the worshipers of this alluring goddess ! Did the vast 
multitudes of heathen idolators who worshiped the GrecU Diana 
of Ephesus, bear any proportion to the countless thousands of those 
called Christians who honor the lascivious Fenus with the offerings 

. of concupiscence ! Look at the numerous devotees who surround 
her amorous shrine; look at the numerous females shamefully 
abandoned to her amours; look at the libidinous herd of debauchees 
hauntiag their infamous dwellings; look at our large towns and cities, 
more especially our seaports; see these haunts of lawless lust and in- 
famy; see their worshipers of all classes, the high and the low, the 
rich and the poor, the bond and free, flocking and mingling, under 
the cover of darkness, with infamous prostitutes, all promiscuously 
engaged in these obscene adorations ! 

31 . It has been stated by a noted writer, that in the single city of 
London, there were no less than nine hundred bawdy houses, and 
fifly thousand women who procured their living at the expense of 
their chastity.''^ Doubtless these receive their support from a far 
gfeater number out of all classes of dignified noblemen, professed 
gentlemen, merchants, clerks, tradesmen, mechanics, apprentices, 
sailors, oflicers, soldiers, and laborers»of all sorts, who haunt these 
dweflings, and expend a considerable portion of their mcomes in 
supporting these scenes of debauchery, while they indulge their con- 
cupiscenoe with the inmates. If this is the state of the city of Lon- 
don, what must be that of Paris, which, if not equally populous, is 
said to be more licentious ? Yet these two cities contain but a small 
part of this description of people who inhabit the numerous towns 

*!>. Morse, in a former edition of his Geography. It has also been estimated by a 
magistrate of Loudon, in *■'■ A Treatise on the police of the metropolis," that the unm« 
ber of females, of all classes, who live either wholly or in part by prostitution, amount 
to 50,000. See Colqtihwn's Treatise, p. 340. 
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and cities of Europe. Add to these the other three quarters of the 

flobe, and what must be the numeral amount of the worshipers of 
^ermSy both in and out of the bands of wedlock. 

32. Are all the denominations of professing Christians in the ITni 
ted States, with all their professed worshipers of the true God, able 
to boast of half the number which constitute the multitude of devo- 
tees to Venus ? We presume they are not. What then shall we 
think of the Christianity of America, and indeed of the whole world ? 
Are not the worshipers of this licentious deity, in every country far 
more numerous than the worshipers of the true Grod ^ And is not 
A vast portion of those who profess to worship the true God, far more 
jealous in the worship of Verms ? And shall the worship of the 
true God be divided with the adorations paid to the goddess of lust ! 
Never ! never ! 

33. Did the sins of the antedii«vian world bear any proportion io 
those of the present day ? And will it not be far more tolerable 
for the unbelieving Jews, in the day of judgment, than for those of 
the present generation, who profess to be followers of Christ, and 
yet secretly indulge themselves in such filthy and shameful abomi- 
nations ? 

34. Doubtless the more sober and considerate part of mankind 
will readily censure these abominations, as lamentable deviations 
from the path of virtue ; and very dishonorable to the dignity of ra- 
tional beings. But . let us examine, impartially, the nature of these 
things. Human nature in its present lost state, is blind, partial and 
selfish; and very readily inclines mankind to justify in tiiemselves, 
those practices which they condemn in others. 

35. But let those who condemn the promiscuous and lawless hist 
of the inmates and devotees of public brothels, and at the same time, 
indulge the same propensity under the sanction of the civil law, and 
the seal of a religious ceremony, examine with candor the nature of 
that propensity which is the leading principle of action in both cases. 
-Is there any real difference between the married and unmarried, ei- 
ther as to the nature of that propensity, the sensations excited by it, 
the effect it produces, or the gratification experienced in it ? J)oes 
the marriage ceremony alter the nature of either ?* If so, why is 
not the shame removed from the action ? Why must it still be co- 
vered in the shades of darkness ? Why do not its shameful abuses 
cease ? and why is it not subject to the order of nature, and to the 
times and seasons of generation ? 

36. Doubtless the sanction of a legal ceremony gives a license 
which, assisted by the shades of darkness, removes all restraint from 

* We would uot be understood to conderan matrimony, in itself considered, among 
natural people ; for in ita primitive institution, in the order of nature, it was good ; bat 
onr object is to point out the abuses cloaked under it, as now practiced, not oolyby 

world at large, but even by those who call themselves Christians. 
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the feelings of those wIk) do not look beyond it, especially Where the 
.mind has been previously polluted by lascivious gratifications; so 
that they can now indulge their concupiscence in the dark, withont 
diame or remorse. But in the estimation of those who have been 
enlightened by the law of Christ, and who do not walk in darkness, 
this is no evidence of the purity or innocence of actions which re- 
quire to be veiled in darkness to conceal their shame. So where a 
wrong education gives a bias to acts of violence, a declaration of 
war, and the cerenaony of enlisting as a soldier, may remove all re- 
straint to rob and plunder, murder and destroy, from the feelings of 
men who do not look beyond the authority which gives the license. 
But those who view all wars as unchristian, unmanly and unjust, 
consider these enormities in a very different light. The nature of 
robbery and murder cannot be altered by a war manifesto; nor can 
the law of CSirist he repealed by it. Nor is the nature of lust altered, 
nor tlie sensations of gratification purified by the legal ceremony of 
tnarriage. Hence the shame of the action is not removed, iK>r do its 
jabtises cease. 

37. Anodier shameful and disgraceful effect of Aat lascivious na- 
ture is, that children are frequently led into its grafificafions by their 
older companions, and greatly corrupted by it We believe that 
parents are not only insensible of the corrupt tendency of these 
things in their children, but carelessly ignorant of the sbAmefiil and 
shocking extent to which they ofien run in such practices, even at a 
very early age. It is not uncommon for children to become the 
corrupters of each others' morals in this way, by the opporttmities 
afforded them in &e season of attending school :* and by their fre- 
quent intercourse witii their more corrupt companions, fliey often be- 
come more apt scholars in these shameful practices, than in the ele- 
ments of literary instruction, and by this means a foundation is laid 
for the future scenes of corruption and wickedness. 

38. Nothing can have a more fatal tendency to weaken and de- 
stroy the force of virtue on the inlant mind, and strengthen the 
power of evil propensities, than the early indulgence of this sordid 
passion. In boys it is the incipient road to a life of debauchery, and 
prepares them to become, at the age of maturity, the shameless cor- 
rupters of female virtue- In girls, it leads them to become the easy^ 
yielding objects of artful insinuation — the early victims of seduction; 
and without the seasonable protection of parents and friends, ex- 
poses them to become confirmed liarlots, who, in their turn, will 
often prove the sliameiess corrupters of other heedless youth. Those 
who duly consider the natural tendency of these sbamefiil indul- 
gences in children, will be at no loss to understand the reason whjr 

* This reaaark will apply with peeuliar force to sehools in the countiy. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IC2 TBI CAT78X, NATUBS AND SFFSCTS [fAXT. HT. 

ftat lascirious propensity is so much more powerful, at tlie age oi 
maturity, in some people than in otiiers. 

39. The natural and direct tendency of these gmtifications is Iky 
corrupt the mind, blunt the efforts of genius, debase the nobler fe^ 
ings of humanity, deprave all the moral faculties of the soul, and 
swallow up the whole man in the filthy and ignoble passion of ktst* 
In short, the indulgence of this passion in children, not only tends to 
sink them below the order of the brutal creation, as before observ^ed-, 
but it often leads to the horrid crime of bestiality itself ; a crime 
which, however shocking to the feeKngs of uncorrupted nature, is not 
unfrequent anbong the human race. 

40. 5. This alluring passion holds out promises of pleasure 
which Tiever can be realized. 

The promises of God are true and faithful-; but the allurements 
of lust are deceitful and fallacious. Of all the promises and iny»« 
tetions wldch God has ever held out to man, to allure his mind to \h» - 
practice of virtue, whether by the spirit of prophecy or otherwise, 
when rightly understood, not one was ever known to fail or come 
short of the testimony given ; but on the contrary, the reality of the 
promise has ever exceeded expectation, and oflen surpassed all iiii-> 
agination. 

41. Not so with the promises of sensual pleasure : and here we 
would appeal to the experience of all who have ever listened to the 
alluring temptations of lust, and sought pleasure in its enjo3rmenjts» 
The youthful imagination, in listening to these temptations, is oflea 
wrought up to the highest pitch of expectation ; but in the enjoyment, 
does it not invariably find itself more or less disappointed ? Ask of 
&ose who, from their infancy, have kept themselves pure and un- 
contaminated with any of these filthy gratifications, even till tha 
nuptial ceremony had sanctioned the deed, What were the sensations 
which succeeded the Joss of their purity ? The candid and honest 
answer will, invariably, be found to be, disapp&iTUment^ sham^ 
and disgust. Such is the effect of carnal indulgence on the virtue 
cms minds of those who had before lived in virgin purity : a powers 
ful and incontestible evidence of its filthy nature and deceitfiil in- 
fluence ; and another proof that the lust of concu])iscence is, indeed', 
the forbidden fruit, and a proof too, which a thousand humaa 
ceremonies, both civil and religious, can never invalidate. 

42. 6. It is the natural source and foundation of all other 
evil propensities in human nature. 

As the inordinate propensity of lust was, from the beginniD|p, 

* Many ancient heathen philosophers were so sensible of the natural tendency of this 
propensity to debase the moral and mental facnities, that they volnntarily took op their 
•rosses against it, and pronounced those the most happy who had the least oainu cos^ 
nexion vritb wonau. 
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Ae comipt source from whence all human depravity origipated, the 
truth of which is plainly and abundantly taught in the scriptures, 
aid candidly acknowledged by some of the most eminent theological 
writewf ; so it continues to this day to be, obviously, the proli&c 
source of evil, which engenders and nourishes the vilest passions of 
a fatten nature. "From whence come wars and fightings among 
"you ? come they not hence, even of your lusts, that war in your 
"members ?" And again: " When lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
**fortb sin ; and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death."* 
Here lust is plainly represented as the source of evil and the cause 
of death. The more this passion is indulged, the more it benumbs 
the i4rtuous feelings of humanity, and prepares its subjects for the 
worst of crimes. 

43. This will readily appear if we examine the lives of those 
deep-stained villains, and abandoned rufBans, who infest human 
socbty, and trace the progress of vice from infancy to manhood. 
We betieve that scarce an instance will be found where any one has 
run deeply into criminal practices, who has not first quaffed largely 
of libidinous indulgences. It generally happens that deceit, lying, 
petty fi^uds, profane and obscene language, and tippling, follow first 
in the train of vices which succeed to lechery. Nourished and 
streng^ened by repeated prostitutions, and hardened by continued 
debaucheries, gambling, drunkenness, private thefts and high-handed 
Traads succeed ; and lastly, burglary, highway robberies, murders 
and -felonies of all sorts, swell the list of crimes and crown the 
villain. And here let it be remembered, that the foundation of these 
complicated villanies, is the inordinate indulgence of the sordid pro- 
pensity of lust. 

44. It is needless to adduce facts in proof of this position ; they 
are too numerous and too well attested to be refuted. It may not 
be improper, however, to introduce here an extract from the repre- 
sentation of the Grand Jury, made at the Court of General Sessions 
in the city of Albany, in June 1821. 

**"From all the observations which the grand jury have been able 
" to bestow upon this subject, and the best information acquired, they 
"are induced to believe, that nearly all the criminals now confined in 
*' our jail, were first corrupted by frequenting houses kept up for 
" prostitution, t" * 

45. Such is thus publicly acknowttedged to be the contaminating 
influence of this shameful gratification. It requires Utile more light 
to convince the reflecting part of mankind that the lust of concu- 

* James i^ 15 &, iv. 1. 

t See Albany Gazette, of June 2.3d, 182t. Since this period, a multitude of testimo- 
nies have been published, both in Europe and America, by men of science and deep 
research; showing the horrid eflects, both physical and moral, of this debasing, d»g«« 
iieraie passion. 
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piscence is^ in truth, Ihe corrupt source whence flotvs all iniquity, 
even every evil work. 

46. Perhaps it may be urged that these things proceed from the 
abuses of that propensity, rather than from the propensity itself, 
which is supposed to be innocent and useful, when kept within due 
bounds* But we would ask, Where shall we find the man or the 
woman, who indulges that propensity at all, that does keep it within 
due bounds ? And where is the man or the woman who never in- 
dulges it, by day nor by night, in any way or manner, but purely 4o 
obey the command of God, and raise up seed to his honor and glory? 
If any such can be found, they are, indeed and in truth, an honor to 
human nature, and an example to the fallen race of man. But if no 
such can be found, then let not that propensity be deemed innocent 
or useful, which produces such horrid corruptions among the human 
race. 

47, The faculty of generation, being created of God, was at the 
beginning, as simple and innocent, in itself, as the faculty of eating 
and drinking; and had it never been corrupted, it mi^ht, as to its 
natural order, still have remained so; but it was violated by trans- 
gression, and corrupted at the very fountain, and brought into sub- 
jection to the inordinate passion of lust; and that passion still main- 
tains its power and influence. Hence all who yield to that passion, 
yield the power and strength of soul and body to gender and nourish 
evil propensities. Therefore it is no wonder if they are afterwards 
unable to deny themselves and refrain from those evil propensities 
which still continue to grow stronger by repeated indulgences; while 
every virtuous disposition (if they ever had any) continues to grow 
weaker, till at length they find themselves utterly unable to do good, 
or to refrain from evil. 

CHAPTER n. 

Objectiom against the preceding doctrines stated and answered. 

1. We shall now proceed to state and answer some of the princi- 
pal objections which are often advanced and strenuously urged as 
conclusive against the doctrines adfi^nced in the preceding chapter. 

Objectwn I. It is argued that the very circumstance of man's 
being created male and female, is, of itself, a sufficient evidence that 
God designed, from the beginning, that the earth should be peopled 
by them; and the certainty that there was no other possible means 
provided by which it couUi be peopled, is an undeniable proof that 
sexual coition was the means appointed, and the only means ever in- 
tended of God for the population of the world. 

2. A/tswer. All this may be granted; but that it is conclusive 
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against the doctidhe which we maintain, remaims y%t to be proved. 
Man was created in a natural state, like all the rwrt of the animal 
creation, (tho* much superior in form and faculties,) and being a 
natural man, he was required to lyep fhe law of nature which was 
given him in common with them. VThat law required him to propa- 
gate his species according to the order of nature, at certain times and 
seasons, which the law itself dictated And even admitting that the 
man had faithfully kept that law, Me could never have risen to a 
liigher state, without a superior law, but must have continued in that 
natural state, and subject to that natural law, like all the rest of the 
animal creation, to the end of time. 

3. But man being destined, as Grod's representative on earth, to 
occupy a higher station than any other part of the creation, and God 
knowing the subtlety of the old adversary, and the weakness and 
inexperience of the new formed man, gave him a special and posi- 
tive command, which was calculated not only to prove his obedience, 
but to be his strength and protection, in tlje line of obedience, against 
the snares and devices of the enemy, frhia command was to the ^ .^ 
man a law superior to the law of nature, \nd was calculated to raiseT|^*j^ 
him to a state of Ji^onor and dignity far above the animal creation •\ ^ _^ 
but it required the man's perfect obedience, as the only means b; 
which he could preserve his poWer, and secure that protection and 
those benefits which the law was calculated to afford him. Had he 
kept this law, he would have been a rightful heir to eternal life. And 
as this law brought the man into a near connection with his Creator; 
so the penalty of disobedience must be proportionally great; it must 
necessarily separate him from God in proportion to the nearness 
which the law had brought him to God : for the greater a man's 
privileges are, the greater must be his condemnation and loss in 
misimproving them. 

4. But unfortunately for the man, through the subtle influence of 
the serpent, he was led into disobedience, and thus violated both the 
law of God and the order of nature. Having been created in a su- 
perior state, and favored with a superior law, he was in a condition 
to govern all the inferior creation, had he kept his obedience. But 
instead of hearkening to that superior law, the law of his Creator, or 
even adhering to the law of nature, ^e yielded to the insinuations of 
the serpent, through the woman, which wrought upon his inferior, 
animal passions,\ and induced him not only to violate the law of his 
Creator, but alsA the law of nature. Hence he not only fell from 
God, but his fall was below the order of nature, and of course below 
the brutal creation: for they had never violated the order of nature. 

5. This being the state of fallen man, all his works of generation, 
while led by the propensities of his nature, are performed in this fal- 
len state, not governed by the law of God, nor regulated by the law 
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of nature; but influenced by the deceitful insinuatious of tl^ aexr 
pent, the lawless passion of lust. Therefore it is in vain for inan 
now to plead the original law and design of God, in justificatioh oif 
his conduct in the works of sexual coition : for while he still Con- 
tinues to violate that law by the^nordinate and unseasonable indul- 
gence of Jiis iaswtom passions,' he can hare no just claim to it; but 
wiU unavoidably separate himsjBlf still further from God, and increase 
the measure of his lussby eu^ repetition of the act. 

6. Where is the civil government on ^«u*th which, after having 
confided an honorable and important trust to a distinguished citizen, 
would not, on finding him treacherous and unfaithful to his trust, im- 
mediately degrade him from his office, and deprive him of his dele- 
gated authority ? Instances of this kind frequently happen in civil 
governments. And shall a just and righteous Gk>d be less careful 
and scrupulous than civil governments, and in matters too of infinite- 
ly greater concern? And with what confidence could any cifizen 
who has been thus degraded, or any of his posterity, having still a 
copy of his original instiliclions and authority, presume to plead 

** "^»» a right to the privileges and benefits of that authority, after it had 
^•Ull» *#been so basely violated ? Yet such, in a comparative view, is tha 
^^^ nature of the case with respect to the fallen race of man, at the jw^- 
^ sent day, who pleatl the authority of God, given to Adam in the 
days of his innocence, to justify themselves in still ^busing that au 
thority to a far greater extent than was ever done by Adam.* 

7. The original' law of nature was given of God, and was very good 
in its place and order, and might have remained so till repealed by 
the lawgiver, had it not been violated and basely corrupted : and 
that it still continues to be violated, in the most shameful manner, 
has been sufficiently proved. Therefore, those who still plead the 
law of nature, or the law of Grod, to justify sexual coition, under a 
pretended necessity of maintaining the work of generation, ought 
first to examine their secret motives in it; and if they are able to 
lay the propensities of lust entirely aside, and enter upon that work 
without the influence of any other motive than solely that of obey- 
ing the will of God, in the propagation of a legitimate oflspring, to ' 
be heirs of the kingdom of Heaven, then they are able to fulfil the ' 
law of nature. But if they are not able to do this, then let them 
never plead the original command of God, nor the law of natyre : ^ 
for if they cannot come up to the law of nature, how can they dbey ' 
the law of God ? It is therefore a vain pretence for fallen mdh to 
lay any claim, either to the law of nature or the law of God; for 
he has violated both, and forfeited his right. 

• The advanced age to which Adam and the patriarchs lived, is evident pro^fof > 
their phy^emlk •ncUaeral teiaperance, to which the present race of mankind are •ukgrv .t 
strangers ; and that the natural elements had not then become corrupted by the sou of 
man, a« they now are. 
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8. It may be proper to remark here, that it is not the wotk of 
generation, in itself considered, in the order of nature, which is 
condemned; but it is that libidinous and lawless passion which was 
infused by the serpent at the beginning-, and by which th6 work of 
generation has been, and still continues to be so basely corrupted; 
it is that which has filled the earth with abominations, and that is 
the object of condemnation. If that cursed nature could be entirely 
purged out of the natural man, so that his feelings could be wholly 
governed by the will of God, he would feel a very different sensation 
in' this act, and would be in no danger of violating the true order of 
nature by it. But that lawless propensity has become so incorporat- 
ed into tfie animal life of man, that he finds himself utterly unable 
to separate it. Hence, being completely under the power and do- 
minion of that fallen nature, all his acts of generation, instead of 
being directed by the will of God, are influeneed by the lust of 
concupiscence.* Thus ** sin taking occasion by the commandment,** 
has deceived him and " wrought in him all manner of concupi- 
scence," and by it he was slain; that is, he lost that portion of the 
Spirit of Grod which was given to regulate and protect him in his 
natural state, and thus he died to Gt>d ; and this is the death of the 
fan.t 

9. Objection 2. The fruit of generation is a created being, of 
which God himself is the Creator; therefore the act of generation 
would be entirely fruitless without the help of God, who blesses it 
by the formation of a human being, complete in all its parts, and 
endowed with an immortal soul; hence it appears that Gt>d has not 
only designed and authorised the act from the beginning, but that he 
is himself the author and finisher of it, and has verily sanctioned it 
by his own works. 

lO. Answer. This is probably considered, by many, as an incontro- 
verdble argument in favor of the practice of generation, notwith- 
standing its present corruptions. But it is a rule in logic that an 
argument which proves too much, destroys itself, and therefore 
proves nothing; which is evidently the case with this. For by the 
same rule we may also prove that God sanctions fornication, adulte- 
Ty, and even the basest kind of incest. And will any one presume 
to say that the Almighty sanctions these base crimes, because the 
act by which they are committed is productive of its natural and 
genuine fruits ?t Who would acknowledge the agency or sanction 

• Tin ridiciiUm* objection, that this propensity is necessary to the prodlaction of off- 
spring, is void of any foundation in iruili : all the uncorrupted works of tue Creator 
d«cka>) ttie contrary. t sJee Rom. vii. 8, 11. 

t Wh^ Cam Mras brought forth, Eve said, *' I have gotten a man from the Lord.'* 
Bot the MiiiifHB declare Cain to he of the wicked one : and yet it appears that man- 
kiod in pe pnatnt day. are as macb deceived as Eve was, with respect to the work 
of generation, and really suppose the ofispring of their own lasts, are ohildren gotten 
ifooi tiM Lord ! 
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of a pure and holy God ia the act of generation between a father 
and his daughter ? And yet, unnatural and abhorrent as such a con- 
nection is, it has often produced its natural offspring, as perfectly 
formed as that of the most lawful wedlock. The act is. the same, 
and the fruit the same, in both cases ; and therefore if the agency 
of God be necessary in the one case, it must be so in the other also. 

11. But the truth is, God is not the agent in either case, having from 
the begini^Bg, committed the agency of this together with all other 
things wkM come within the province of human capacity, wholly 
to man, whose seed is in himself. Yet while man remains in a state 
of nature, and is wholly ignorant of any superior law, he is required 
to govern himself by those just and equitable laws of nature which 
were given him for that purpose; and therein he may be justified un- 
til, by Divine goodness, he shall be favored with the superior laws 
of Divine revelation.^ These laws which are designed to lead him 
from a state of nature, and bring him nearer to God, must henceforth 
govern his actions; and by his faithful obedience he nuwt be brought 
to God, or he can never find true happiness. " Therefore, every lasH- 
civious gratification, and even every act of sexual coition, which is 
contrary to any order of nature, or to any divine manifestatigo 
known to the actors, must bring condemnation upon them, nor eiMi 
they, if guilty, escape God's righteous judgment. 

12. It may perhaps still be objected that, as man is not himself a 
creator, he cannot give existence to any creature without the essen- 
tial aid of the Creator ; and therefore his offspring must necessarily 
owe their existence essentially to God the Creator. To wliich we 
answer : 

13. God created man, at first, from the dust of the earth, and en- 
dowed him with certain powers and faculties, suitably adapted to. bis 
nature, lot and situation; and constituted him a free agent. And.af 
he possessed freedom of will and choice, he was therefore able, to 
act perfectly free, to the extent of his capacity, without any control 
of his Creator; but as his powers and faculties were confined to cer- 
tain limits, he could exercise them to the extent of those limits, but 
no further. His agency extended to the power of life and d<^ath; 
he was able by the power of procreation, which he possessed, to 
give life to beings like himself, and to take it from them: beyond 
this he could not go. But having laws given him to govern his con- 
duct, and regulate the powers he possessed, he must of necessity be 
accountable for all his conduct. Thus man being a free agent, and 
having power to exercise his faculties in doing good or evil, in all 
cases, and under all circumstances, within the limits of his capacity, 
he does, in fact, prove his faithfulness or unfaitl)fulnes8 by his owa 
works, and thereby merits and will recdve bis reward aeeording to 
his works. 
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14. Objection 3. This doctrine condemns and wholly rejects 
sexual coition^ as corrupt and unclean in the sight of Grod, and con- 
trary to the gospel of Christ. But upon the supposition that the 
whole world should embrace this doctrine, and actually live accord- 
ing to it, the human race would be extinguished from the face of the 
earth, in the space of little more than one hundred years. 

15. Answer, This objection destroys itself, and proves directly 
the reverse of what the objectors intend : It proves that the princi- 
ple of continence is not of the world; and " therefore the world hates 
it." And as it is agreeable to the example of Christ, and is able to 
control the passions of nature, it must therefore be a heavenly^prin- 
ciple, — a principle which rises above the sordid propensities of an 
earthly nature. 

16. Mankind, who are sunk aiid lost in the fallen nature of tlie 
desh, are very forward in devising means to support that nature, and 
always ready to object against any testimoliy which condemns it. 
It is not the extinction of the human race which the objectors fear; 
tke smallest apprehension that their carnal pleasures are in danger, 
is far more alarming to them. Their pretended anxiety to prevent 
the world from coming to an end, is but a. hypocritical mask to Cov- 
er their lust. Millions of the human race may be cut off and de- 
stroyed by the horrid wars which are waged among mankind, merely 
to gratify the ambition of rulers, and glut the blood-thirsty passions 
of man; and these scenes of destruction may be approved and en- 
couraged by the great bpdy of the highest professors of Christianity; 
and yet no fearful apprehensions are discovered about extinguishing 
the human race in this way. 

17. But when souls are called upon for their own salvation's sake, 
to deny themselves and take up their crosses against their carnal 
pleasures, the cry of these hypocrites is, The world will come to 
an end I As tho' it were a duty incumbent on man to preserve the 
lawless abominations of lust, which have so long corrupted the earth, 
lest the prevailing influence of this doctrine of continence and purity 
should destroy the world, by putting an end to all its iniquities. It 
appears evident from the language of these objectors, that they con- 
gkler the doctrine of christian celibacy, which is designed to make 
an end of sin, and bring in an everlasting law of righteousness, as 
more inconsistent, unreasonable and unjust than the bloody mandates 
of war, which are attended with consequences far more distressing 
and deplorable to humanity. 

18. It appears to be the general opinion of the professors of Chris- 
tianiiy, that the world is to be destroyed by fire; and many seem to 
imagine that a deluge of fire and brimstone will be poured out upon 
the earth, and destroy all its wicked inhabitants at once. But we 
would ask, which would appear the most reasonable and consistent 
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with Almighty wisdom and righteousness; to destroy the filthy abo- 
minations of sin by the purifying fire of the gospel of Christ; which 
mercifully allows lost souls to take up a full and final cross against 
their lustful passions, from which all these abominations spring, so 
that all who are willing, may be purified from their corruptions and 
become heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven; or by a deluge of natural 
fire and brimstone, to deprive them forever from all hopes of future 
happiness, which, according to the prevailing opinions of modern 
Christians, must be the natural consequence ? 

19i We firmly believe Jhe world will come to an end, and that it 
will bV destroyed by fire7| And we also believe and confidently 
testify, that this fire has already conunenced; because we have felt 
its operation upon our own souls, and have found it to be, in very 
deed, a consuming fireto lust and pride, and every other corruption 
of man's fallen nat uce^ This fire, we have no doubt will bum with 
increasing power, and many will yet feel its purifying effects; and 
all who come fairly into it, may depend on having their lust and pride, 
their selfishness and avarice, their deceit and hypocrisy, their envy, 
malice and hatred together with all their evil deeds and evil imagi- 
nations, effectually consumed by its power; and when this burning is 
completed, they will find themselves among that happy number '*up- 
'* on whom the ends of the world are come.''* But those who shall 
be found unwilling to come into this fire, by the way of the cross, 
and to consign their lusts and ^corruptions to its purifying flames, 
will at length be compelled to feel the fire of those very lusts burn- 
ing in them, with inextinguishable fury, and they will not be able to 
help themselves. 

20. Objection 4. But this doctrine seems to involve in it some un- 
swerable difliculties : for, admitting the abuses of sexual coition by 
the wickied, can that be any reason why Christians should reject it ? 
If every gift of God were to be rejected because it has been abused 
by the wicked, we should be deprived of nearly or quite every bles- 
sing we enjoy, and should even be obliged to refrain fixMn eating and 
drinking, because these privileges are abused by drunkards and glut- 
tons. What should occasion such an opposition between the doc- 
trines of Christianity, and the laws of generation, in themselves con- 
sidered ? Was not Gk)d the author of both ? Did not the same God 
who created man male and female, and commanded them to increase 
and multiply, also send his Son Jesus Christ to introduce Christiani- 
ty into the world, and to preach the gospel to the married as well as 
to the unmarried ? Why then cannot a man be a Christian, and still 
live in a state of matrimony, and generate of&pring, provided he 
does not abuse his privilege ? 

•lCor.x.u., 
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21/ jT^teer. Wo ^ould suppose that a proper attention to the 
remarks. in the preceding chapter might preclude the necessity of 
these questions; but the inveterate force of opinions so long estab- 
lished, and so congenial to the carnal mind, seems not easily over- 
come. Let the objectors bear in mind, and candidly consider the 
essential difiference between the work of the first and second Adam, 
the cause of that difference, and the absolute necessity of maintain- 
ing a proper distinction between the children of this world and the 
true followers of Christ, and they will find no occasion to ask ques- 
tions of this kind. 

22. We would observe in the first place, that a divine blessing, 
the' wickedly abused, is still a divine blessing; and the abuse of it 
by the wicked, can be no reason why tiie righteous should be depri- 
ved of the privilege of enjoying it, so long as it is given and conti- 

^. nued by Divine Goodness. But there is an essential difiference be** 
tween a divine institution given for the government of mankind, and 
now in actual force, aud one which has been disannulled to make 
■ room, for a new and more permanent inslitution, even admitting that 
the disannulled institution had not been abused while it was in force. 
The disannulling of the law of Moses, and the establishment of the gos- 
pel Institution by Jesus Christ, is no evidence that both were not of di- 
vine origin : and tho' the Jews, as a people, still cleave to the law, 
and reject the gospel, they-cannot be saved by the law; nor can theyv 
he saved by the gospel while they stubbornly reject it. Their rejec- 
tion of the gospel of Jesus Christ, which was first sent to them, and 
which had been long foretold by their prophets, has ever been consi- 
dered as very dishonorable to their nation, and a striking evidence 
of their great darkness, blindness and wickedness. 

23. And shall the people of this generation, and in this enlightened 
age, bring a still greater dishonor upon themselves, and manifest a 
greater degree of darkness, blindness and wickedness, than the Jews 
did ? Will they still cleave to an institution which, by its subjection 
to the violations of lust, has been attended with a curse to mankind 
ever since the transgression of Adam and Eve in the garden ? Ai^ 
will they still continue these violations under the deceitful pretence 
of obeying a divine institution, when in fact, lust is the moving cause, 
and the greatest object in view is the gratification of their carnal 
pleasures ? Yet when we view the inestimable sacrifice which man- 
kind, make to secure these sordid and momentary pleasures, what a 
contraU appears! It is nothing less than the sacrifice of a divine in- 
stitution of peace and righteousness, purity and holiness, the most in- 
valuable ever offered for the benefit of mankind. But we shall prQ« 
ceed to pomt out, more clearly, the distinction between the childr^ 
of this world, and the children of Grod. 

14 
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24. Tbe Kingdom of Christ and the kingdoms of Ihig world are 
essentially different from each other; and this difference erer has 
been and ever will be strictly maintsJned in Christ; and no less is the 
distinction between the subjects of the different kingdoms. The 
children of this world are pursuing the things of this world, and lir- 
ing in the fallen nature of the first Adam; but the children of God 
are seeking salvation from sin, and redemption from that fallen na- 
ture. Those who follow tbe example of the first Adam, fcdlow the 
example of a fallen progenitor, and like him, beget a fellen offspring. 
And tho' mankind should continue in this practice for a hundred 
thousand years to com^, they would still beg^t a degenerate and cor- 
rupt race, and stiH degenerate more and more; and in that way thciy 
could never be redeemed, but must still sink deeper and deeper in- 
to loss. But those who wish to find redemption, roust find it by fol- 
lowing the example of the second Adam, who came to lead mao- 
kind out of the nature and fallen state of the first Adam, into the na- 
ture and life of Christ. 

25. The first Adam was created a natural man; ^'he was of tiie 
earth, earthy;" his work was to increase and multiply and rejdenish 
the earth in the order of natural generation; and had he not vicdated 
that order, and transgressed the law of his Creator, he might have 
done it in innocence and justification. He would not then haire 
been instigated by the power of lust, tp gratify the base and sordid 
propensities of an animal nature; but influenced by' the agency of 
the divine law, he would have acted from the pure motives of duty. 
In so doing, instead of a degenerate race of murdering Cains, 
whose ruling passions are lust and rapine, he would have propagated 
an uncorrupted seed, whose innate innocence, nourished by Ihe wise 
and godly example of their parents, would have been a powerfiil 
protection against the future insinuations of the adversary; and if a 
part should afterwards have yielded and fallen, they could not have 
corrupted tiie whole human race. 

26. But Adam having yielded to the insinuations of the serpent, 
and violated the law of God, and by his example taught his posterity 
to do the same, he has corrupted the^whole earth. And shall Chris- 
Hans now continue to follow his base example ? This is not the 
example of Christ ; and therefore those who follow it, cannot with 
any propriety, be called the followers of Christ 

27. Jesus Christ, the second Adam, the Lord from Heaven, if a 
<]uickening Spirit; he came not only to redeem mankind from that 
loss into which the first Adam had plunged them, but to raise them 
to a state far superior, even to eternal Ufe, from wluch they could 
not faU; therefore he could not do the work of the first Adam. His 
work was to increase and multiply and replenish the Kingdom of 
Heaven, not by begetting a corrupt seed, after the example of the 
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first Adain, b^it by redeeming lost souls through the work of spir- 
itual regeneration. His work was therefore, diametrically opposite 
to that of the first Adam. And can Christians continue to do the 
works of the first Adam ? If so, they must be the followers of the 
fifst Adam; they cannot be the fc^lowers of Christ: for it is impos- 
sible that they should follow both at the same time, seeing their 
works are so essentially different from each other^ And this is the 
difiference between them: The only true followers of Christ, are 
those who deny themselves of all the carnal propensities of a 
£allen nature, who do the works of Christ, and walk in obedience 
to his example; and these may, with strict propriety, be called 
Christians. 

28. On the other hand, those who live in the works of generation, 
follow the example of the first Adam. By doing his works, they 
necessarily become his followers; and therefore are not true Chris- 
tians: for, '* As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy; 
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly."* 

SS. People may profess what they wUl; they may be called Presbyte- 
rians, Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodists, or what not; yet so long 
as they Uve in the works of the first Adam, and follow his example, 
they do not follow Christ. Those who assume the name of Chriis- 
tians, do thereby implicitly profess to be a spiritual people. But 
what evidence do they give of being a spiritual people, while they 
Hve according to the propensities of a carnal nature ? We would 
request the candid observer to notice the lives and conduct of those 
who, notwithstanding their profession, are led and governed by the 
same natural propensities as the non-professor, the Deist and Atheist, 
and compare them with those who, agreeable to their profession, do 
actoally^deny themselves of all the natural propensities of a carnal 
nature, and manifest by their fruits that they are governed by a su* 
perior law^ in living a life agreeable to the example of Jesus Christ, 
and then lay whether the practice of the former or latter appears the 
most consistent with the ^irit of Christianity. 

38. Here is the deception which has so long blinded the eyes of 
the professors of Christianity; they see not the most essential differ- 
ence between thej^r;^ and second Adam: hence in their works they 
are the real followers of the former, while they follow the latter in 
profession only. The idea of following both at the same time, pro- 
ceeds from the same delusive principle, which supposes that because 
we are the natural offspring of the first Adam, we are therefore 
bound to follow him in the work of generation; and that this is no 
impediment to our becoming the spiritual offspring of the second 
Adam, and following him in the regMudration. Sp readily is the 
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carnal mind of man led to believe that which it most desores, how- 
ever contrary to the dictates of reason and truth. This is Htcrally 
blendmg the flesh with the spirit, .which the apostle Paid declares 
** are contrary the one to the other.*** 

31. As well may we talk of a' man's traveling both east and west 
at one and the same time, as of his following Christ in the regenera- 
tion, while living in the works of generation. The thing is impossi- 
ble ; because the work of regeneration is the operation of the Spirit 
of Christ upon the soul, which destroys the nature of sin, and raises 
the soul out of the fallen nature of the firist Adam, into the s{»ritual 
life of Jesus Christ the second Adam. And this can never be gained 
by any soul short of crucifying the flesh with all its affections and 
lusts. Yet so unwilling oxp mankind to have the fallen nature of the 
flesh crucified in themselves, that they wiU use every means in their 

• power to nourish and preserve it, as tho' they Were even unwilling 
to go to heaven without it; and will therefore contrive any way to 
carry it along with them. But their contrivance will all be in vain; 

' for that nature must die before the soul can ever live to Grod, or find 
an entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

32. All professors of Christianity will agree^that mankind are lost 
in Adam ; and that there is no redemption but in and through Christ. 
** For as in Adam all die; so in Christ shall all be made aHve." 
If in Adam all die, then it follows that the works of Adam bring 
death; consequently we must quit these works before we can be 
made alive in Christ. ** Except a man be bom again, he cannot 
** see the Kingdom of Grod." So testified Christ; and here let it be 
again repeated : It it impossible for souls to find salvation fi*om sin, 
under the light of the gospel, revealed in this day, short of utterly 
renouncing the work of generation, and crucifying the flesh wifli all 

• its affections and lusts. Nor will any soul ever pass through thtf^new 
birth and be redeemed fo God, until the wRole of that fallen nature, 
root and branch, is entirely destroyed out of the soul; and the long- 
er a soul lives in the indulgence of that nature, the more difficult, 
painful and distressing will it be for that soul to crucify it; and this, 
he will find, must be his own work, or he can never enter the King- 
dom of Heaven. If a man ** must be bom again,*' he must, in^ pass- 
ing through this birth, be raised out of that nature in which be had 
his first birth; and become dead to all its propensities. 

33. Objection 5. But if this be so, says the objector, what is be- 
come of the good old patriarchs and prophets ? They lived in the 
werks of natural generation, and, as you say, followed the example 
of old Adam, in this respect, and not the example of Jesus Christ; 
your doctrine must therefore exclude fliem from the Kingdom of 
Heaven : and are they all lost ? 

• iM 0«1. V. 17. 
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34. Ansfoer. They could not follow the example of Jesuii Christ; 
because he had not then appeared; and he could not set them an ex- 
ample before he made his appearance. Those who lived before the 
coming' of Christ, were under " the law of a carnal commandment;" 
and while they strictly obeyed that law, and lived up to the light of 
God, given in their day, they found justification before God, and 
were blessed of Grod and protected from evil according^ to the mea- 
sure of their light and obedience; and this was all they could do in 
that day. They could not be redeemed from a fallen nature in that 
day; because, as Christ had not then appeared, the work of redemp- 
tion could not take place. But Christ hiiving been promised as their 
Redeemer, to appear in the fulness of time, they lived and died in 
the faith of that promise; they looked, forward to a future day, the 
day of full salvation and redemption. 

35. Hence the apostle, in speaking of the faith of Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob and the rest of the patriarchs and prophets, says, " And 
'* these all having obtained a good report through faith, received not 
** the promise : God having provided some better thing for us, that 
** they without ua should not he made 'perfect, ^^* These having 
been faithful to walk according to the light which was revealed in 
their day, were owned and blessed of God: they departed in faith 
and rested in hope, believing the time would come when the promis- 
ed redemption would appear. Their having left their earthly taber- 
nacles, and consigned those mortal bodies to the dust long before the 
day of redemption appeared, could not exclude them from its bene- 
fits when the time was fully come. For the work of redemption be- 
ing a spiritual work, must operate upon the soul, whether in the 
body or out of it; and therefore the separation of the soul from the 
body, cannot prevent this operation. 

36. The patriarchs and prophets, having been faithful unto death, 
' and having rested in hope, and waited with patience God's appointed 

time, for the gospel of Christ to appear, their faith directed them 
into a willing obedience to it. They had now to pass through its 
purifying fire, in order to cleanse them from the fallen nature of the 
first Adam, before they could gain their redemption and be made 
perfect in glory. In this work of purification they were united with 
those of the same fadth in the body; so that those who are present in 
the body, and those who have departed out of it, become one in 
Christ, and being joined together in the same spirit and under the 
operations of the same gospel they arc made perfect in righteous- 
ness together.* Thus they become the real followers of Christ in 
their disembodied state, not having had that privilege while in the 
body; and in this manner, th^ withua are made perfect A 

• Hob. xi. Sd, M. t Sm H«b. xii. 99 1« 94. 
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37. This doctrine wiU doubtless appem: new and stninge to those 
who have always been bound, by ihe tradition of their fathers, to a 
different faith. And as they have been taught to beliere no doctrine 
but what csui be proved from the scriptures, they wi^ naturally ask, 
where is the scripture evidence of this ? But let the dark veil of the 
iSesh be removed (roin the eyes of the mind, and no one will then 
ask for scripture evidence to prove a doctrine which miist carry with 
it, and in it, the most certain convicticm. As the scriptures are but 
a record of those events which were revealed sind brought to pass in 
former dispensations, it cannot be reasonably expected that they 
should contain doctrines which were not to be maide manilest untQ 
|he fulness of time came; unless it were by types and shadows, or the 
jpysterious revelations of prophecy, which axe but imperfectly under- 
stood, if understood at all, before the fulfilment takes p4ace. Yet 
the spirit of the scriptures, if not pointedly expressive on these sub- 
jects, is in every respect conformable thereto, without a single in* 
stance of any thing to the contrary.''^ 



CHAPTER IIL 

The pil^ect continued^ in which further objections are stated 
and a7isweredj and the doctrzTie of continence and celibacy 
confirmed* 

1. We shall proceed to answer a few more objections which are 
frequently advanced against the doctrine of celibacy and conti-^ 
nence. 

Objection 6. The primitive Christians did not all live lives of cell* 
bacy, but many of them lived in a state of matrimony, as we &od 
in the New Testament, and the apostle Paul tolerated them in it, as 
appears in his first epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 7th, where he 
gives directions concerning husbands and wives. Were not ^e» 
people Christians ? 

2. Answer. If they were Christians, the same apostle calls them 
carnal, and severely reproves them for their carnality.! But as ths 
time had not then arrived for a full revelation of tlie man of sin to 
be made, and as that revelation, was necessarily connected with the 
second coming of Christ : therefore these Corinthian Christians, who 
were with so much difficulty persuaded to renounce their former li- 
centious practices, were tolerated in living, in some measure accor^ 

• Se« Acti ii, 34 ; 1 Pet. Ui. 19 * iv. S; Rev. vi. 9, 10, 11. t See 1 Cor. Ui. 1 to 4. 
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dinf^ to the course of the world. The same toleratioa was also ex- 
tended to other gentile churches; but the church of Jemsalem seems 
to have preserved a greater measure of purity than any other. 
For it is evident that without abstaining from all fleshly connections, 
they could not have lired together in one united interest as they did. 
And tho' it is clearly evident that the jMimitive Christians had recei- 
ved a far greater measure of divine light than had ever before been 
revealed on earth; yet while they were still under the veil of the 
flesh they could not have a full sight of that way of redemption 
which they still waited for; and therefore they were justifie^in walk- 
ing in obedience to that degree of light which they had received; 
and as this was all. they could then do, Grod required no more of 
them. 

3. But flie apostle Paul evidently saw further; he clearly saw thai 
a day of fvrther light and greater purity must necessarily take place, 
at the second appearing of Christ. Peter and John, and doubtless 
others, had similar views, and looked forward to a day of greater pu- 
rity and holiness. But they also saw that a falling away would first 
take place, in which Antichrist would rise and exercise great power 
and dominion: '* For that day i^all not come, except there come a 
** falling away first."* 

4. The felling away of the {»imttive church, which was attended 
Tvith the introduction of a flood of corruption, in morals and man- 
ners, was the occasion of those dark and deceitful doctrines which 
have bHnded the eyes of the professors of Cbisttanity to the present 
day. In every age, the great object of the s|Hrit of Antichrist, in ali 
his works, has been to counterfeit the religion of Christ. And whai 
more effectual method could he devise, than to attach erroneoui 
meanings to the names of Christian doctrines, and to blend then 
with practices which have not the most distant connection with th« 
pure gospel of Christ ? Hence arose that universal deception whici^ 
Reposes that generation and regeneration are perfectly consistent 
wkheach other: that Christians may practice the gen^ation of the 
flesh, and at the same time be subjects of the regeneration of the 
spirit; that b, that they may at once live according to the flejsh and 
walk according to the spirit, regardless of the apostles testimony that, 
•* these are contrary the one to the other."! Hence also^ the resur^ 
ration of the soul from the fallen nature of the flesh, is understood 
to mean, a resurrection of the natwral body of flesh and bones, 
trom the mouldering ruins of the grave. 

6. The names of these anij many other doctrines of the gos^l, 
are retained, while the real substance is wholly perverted and lost in 
Antichristian darkness. This is undoubtedly the principal cause that 

• a The«. ii. 3. t Gd.-v 17. 
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modem professors of Christianity do not discover the real dtstinction 
between the flesh and the spirit, and see the utter impossibility of 
following Christ in the regeneration of the spirit; while living in the 
practical generation of the flesh. Hence all those Christians, so cal- 
led, whether of primitivel'or modem times, who, under their Chris- 
tian profession, have lived in the practical works of generation, can 
be viewed in no other light than as carnal Christians; and with all 
their Christianity, they can never gain complete possession of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, until they are completely purified from the na- 
ture of^the flesh, and all its corrapt and debasing propensities. And 
tho' inconsequence of having obeyed the light which they had receiv- 
ed,- they may be free from condemnation; yet they cannot find their re« 
demption short of passing through the purifying fire of the gospel. 

6. Objection 7. The doctrine of celibacy appears to be condemned 
by the scriptures, particularly in Paul's ei^stie to Timothy, where 
he ^ves the following testimony in plain terms: ** Now the Spirit 
'* speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from 

-** the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils;*— 
'* forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats.'** 

7. Answer. Perhaps no passage found in the sacred writings has 
furnished a more popular argument against a life of continence than 
this. It is indeed considered by many as sufficient to condemn tiie 
doctrine of celibacy altogether; and it is oflen urged as a testimony 
of condemnation against every religious society whose faith leads 
them to hiaintain such a life, . however far they may be from *^ for- 
bidding to marry,'' or *' commanding to abstain from meats.*' But 
a littie examination will readily show that it furnishes not the smallest 
proof against a life of conscientious celibacy, either in a society or 
an individual. 

8. The objectors evidentiy suppose that the apostie's expression 
is to be understood in a literal sense; otherwise it would be useless 
to advance it as an argument in their favor; and thereforo, for the 
sake of a fair examination, we will admit their literal constmction. 

9. Ihrbidding and commanding^ then, according to this sense, 
must iiecessarily imply power to enforce what is tiius forbidden and 
commanded; otherwise no effect could be produced thereby; and of 
course the prediction of the apostle would have been of little or no 
importance. In order therefore to ronder the passage applicable to 
any society or denomination of people, that society must not only 
positively forbid to marry, and command to abstain from meats, but 
it must actually enforoe its commands and prohibitions by a power 
sufficient to effect the object. It must also fill up the whole charac- 

•Tim. iv.l*3. 

t Let it be here underatood that the words forbidding and eommanding are much dto 
paled by their ewa learned critics, as net eeoformable to the erigiiial. 
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(er described by the apostle ; otherwise the charge must fail in its 
application : for there can be no real consistency in tiie charge, un- 
less it be applied to a people in whom that character is Mly dia^y- 
ed; and certainly it cannot, with any consistency, be applied to the 
United Society. With this Society^ a life of coi^inence and celibacy 
b a matter of conscience, proceedii^ from their religious faith, and 
therefore needs no ** forbidding to marry'' in the case; because the 
cross of self-denial is a voluntary act; and surely the apostle's pre- 
diction cannot apply to any such people. 

10. Protestanjt writers have generally charged this, ** forbidding to 
marry' ^ upon the Church of Rome; and if we are to consider the 
aposde's expressions in a literal sense, there appears to be some 
foundation for the charge.^ It is stated by bishop Newton that, 
" As long ago as the year 386, Siricius held a council of eighty 
^\ bishops at fiome, and forbade the clergy to cohabit with tiieir wives. 
"This decree was cofirmed by Iimocent at the beginmng of the fi^ 
" century; and the celibacy of the clergy was fully decreed by Gre- 
** gory VII. in the eleventh century; and this hath been the univer- 
" sal law and practice ever since."! These facts are c<nifirmed by 
other ecclesiastical writers. We find in Mosheim, that Pope Chrt- 
gory, in the year 1074, assembled a council at Rome, in which it 
was decreed, *' That the sacerdotal orders should diMstain from mar* 
'' riage; and that such of them as bad already wives, or concubines, 
" should immediately dismiss them, or quit the priestly offlce."t 

11. But these things afford no evidence against the doctrine of 
christian celibacy and continence, but ratiier the contrary. For 
these measures being adopted at such an e«^y period of the apostaey , 
evidently show that the purity of the primitive church at Jerusalem, 
in this respect, was well known in ihe church of Rome; and that 
their object was to preserve the appearance of it in that church. 
But the lordly rulers of that corrupt church, having lost the true s^rit 
of the gospel, by which that purity was maintained in the primitive 
church, attempted to make a show <^ sanctiCy and deceive the world, 
by counterfeiting this purity. And being wholly destitute of the tru0 
Spirit of Christ, which leads to purity, and of that divine love ^fHiick 
governed the primitive church, they were under the necessity of en- 
forcing their doctrines by arbitrary decrees. Thus their counterit^ 
purity and continence became a matter of compulsion, not of choice; 

^ Tt id but just to remark here, that the JR. Catholict plausibly deny <' forbidding to 
i—iijr;" because it is not only allowed among the people at large, but is made one of 
their sacred institutions, and classed among their $even scteraments, and consequently M 
held in higher estimation by them, than by the protestants. The protestants on the other 
baud, «COT at the popish sacrament of marriage, and call it " a bastard sacrament," 
and say it is not any sacred rite at all ; yet they themsel . es will c^ it a DMm ituitM' 
iAm* Md oAen talk of soUmniziny holp marriage. 

t Newton's Dessertations on the Prophecies, vol. 3, p. 99. 

t Moeheim'f Eccl. Hist. vol. ii. p. 489. 
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and was tlterefore contmy to Htm verf spirit of the gospel , vflaek 
allows liberty of conscience to every soul. 

12. But wHh att their arbitrary decrees and compulsive power, 
which were professedly designed to restrain the corruptions of the 
ecclesiaslieBl orders, and to preserve and insucntain pori^ among the 
dignitaries of their chuh;h, they n^ever ^ould reach the source of hu- 
man corruption, nor restrain the libidinous passions of man. 

13. Their established ftiMs, mcluding what they call lent, or forty 
days absdnenee from animal food, are conadered by protestants as 
of the same arbitrary character; ** conmianding to ^abstain from 
" meats." With a view to keep up the appearance of sanctity, after 
tiiey had entirely lost the real power of the gospel, it seems they en- 
joined upon their siAijects these days of abstinence, with other reli- 
gkms eeremonles, and thus required them to observe ordinances 
wbidh, for want of true faith, they otherwise never would have ob- 

. served as religious doties. But even admitting that their religious 
ordinances were of Divine authority, as they pretended, what could 
they gain by compulsive obedience ? Forbidding and command" 
ingi for the safae of enforcing rett^us duties, where there is no 
Mth tio induce a willing obedience, will answer no good puipose. 
God must have a willing people to worship hini, or they can never 
worship to his acceptance. 

14. But the United Society can have no occasion for any such 
eoercifve laws; n<Nr will the faith of the Society admit of any com- 
pulsive or hypocritical obeitience. Ner can any obedience which 
does no% proceed from faith, be of any use, for tmthout fmiih it it 
impossibU to ^pleeue God. Religion must be a matter of free and 
conscientious choice, or it cannot profit any" soul. It is the true 
Spirit of Christ in the soul which must and does enable any one to 
bear the cross of self-denial. Without this, all '^ forbidding and 
commanding^' is arbitrary and us^ss. 

15. Hence the charge of " forbidding to marry," even when 
viewed acconfing to the sense in wMch the objectors understand the 

^ iqpoBlle's testimony, can by no means aj^y to the United Society, 
who oonsifler marriage, as practieed by -the wmrki of mankind, to be 
meiely « civil right, sanctioned by the laws of every civilized nation, 
«id witb which the Society lias never had any inclination to inter- 
fere. Can any reasonable person suppose that the apostle, in that 
prediction, alluded to a life of conscientious celibacy, when he him- 
sflf lived wch a life, and plainly declared that he would that all men 
were even as himself ? Surely the apostle would not oondemn 
himself, and live in opposition to the dictates of bis own {u-ophetic 
spirit, 

16. If we are to understand the expression, cammajid4ng to al^ 
stain from meats ^ in a Mteral sense, protestants can charge nothing 
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upon tbtt papiite tfukt wOl not apply with equal f«mo ta^tkMMalfW. 
'' To observe days of fasting (say they) we jtid|fe both scriptund 
'^ a&d ralioBal; and a religious &8t requires total abetiaance from 
'' food." And what did the papists more ? But the (Jitited Society 
•maintain no such priaeiple; and therefore the charge, oonsidfifed in 
a literal sense^ cannot possibly apply to this Sooiefy. And if the 
charge fail in req>ect to^ meats, it must of coinrse fidl in respect to 
marriage : for in the appostle's {nrediction, they are connacted, and 
hoUh are made to apply to the same class of people. 

17. But we view the apostle's testimony in a very difierent fight 
from that in which it is generally understood. We do not suppose 
that the prediction had any further allusion to that civil institution 
which is geneiBlly called marriage, than a significant figure. "The 
'^ S^rit speakelh eicpressly," saith the apostle. This prediction was 
therefore given in the language of the Spirit. And according to the 
testimony of the same apostle, " The natural man receiveth not the 
*' things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him; 
'^ neither can he know them, because they are i^itually discerned."*' 
|{ow thea should the natural man be able to understand wbiM^ the 
^icit meant by " forbidding to marry ?'' Yet the lovers of carnal 
pleasure profess to know all about it, and confidently pervert the 
language of the Spirit into an argument to condemn the United So- 
ciety, and favor their own carnal gratifications. 

1@. The aposUe^s testimony undoubtedly alluded to spiritual okar- 
ni^e. This< appears evident from his own language on other occa* 
aions* '* He thait is joined to the Lord, is one spirit.''! And 4tgain; 
'* Neither is the man without the woman, nor the woman without the 
'' ma(a, in the Loid^l^ TUs is a great mystery," saith the apostle; 
'* but I spei^ concecning Christ and the church.ll — For I have es- 
'* pQUsed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 
'' virgin to Christ, "IT In this consists the true spiritual marriage^ or 
mairage of the Lamb, by which souls lure enaMed to bring forth 
the fruits qf the Spirit. " Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are be- 
'* C0B9M dead to the Hw by the body of Christ; that ye should he^mai^ 
'^ lied to^another, even to hun who is raised from the dead, that we 
'* ^hoHld bring foCth fi^ unto God."^^ This is the marriage which 
the apoqtle inimciiiUly maintained} and is Uuit which was forbidden 
by those Aposta^s of whom he spoke; and which the lovers of car- 
oaAipjleasure ^pug 4U dAnominations, have always opposed, as beiDg 
contrary to their carnal corruptions; because they are " lovers ol 
*^ .|iioasiii9 move^thAn )»^t8 of God." 

1A> Ir ^lii seiiM) ^ charge of " forbidding to marry/' which 

•^CQca.14* tebitt.^vi,17. tob«pxi.U. SEph.T.3S. 
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the loven of carnal pleasure are so ready to charge upon the United 
Society, may with staict pr^riety be retorted upon themselves. For, 
not content with the free and unlimited indulgenoe of their darling 
pleasures, &ey have ever been loud in their vociferations against 
that life of virgin purity which the apostle so strongly recommends as 
the only true i^ritual marriage. While on the other hand the Unit" 
ed Society, though they have conscientieusly borne the cross of self- 
denial themselves, have ever been witling that all who differ from 
them in opinion, should freely act according to the dictates of their 
own consciences, without any diqK)8ition to molest them in their 
pleasures, or hinder them from marrying whenever they please. 

20. Objection 8. Jesus Christ himself did not comiemn nuus 
riage; but on the contrary he not only honored a marriage with his 
presence, but gave it an extraordinary and most miraculous sanc- 
tion, by turning water into wiie for the gfuests to drink. What 
greater evidence coidd ^any any one ask to prove his divine appro^ 
bation ? 

21. ATistoer, His enemies adopted the same mode of reasoning 
to prove him *' a gluttonous man, -and a wine bibber, a friend of 
" publicans and sinners;'' and doubtless they felt as much confi-* 
dence in the strength of their argument as our objectors do in theirs. 
And why should they not ? Did he not honor with his presence the 
assemblies of publicans and harlots ? Did he not eat and driidc 
with them, and work miracles for them ? And where was the true- 
blooded Pharisee that would not have condemned a man for a wine- 
bibber, and a promoter of drunkennese, who would go and turn so 
much water into wine after men had well drunk ? And could any 
man that would frequent the assemblies of such base characters, es- 
cape the scandal of being a partaker with them, or the charge of 
encourag^g them in their wickedness ? 

22. So reasoned the Scribes and Pharisees, and so unil all car- 
nal men reason when they want to subvert the testimony of truth lor 
the purpose of promoting their own carnal views« And indeed if 
we are to consider the attendance of Jesus at tiie wedding, and his 
miracle of turning water into wine, as any evidence in favor either 
of marriage or drunkenness, it must unquestionably have by far the 
greatest appearance of favoring the latter: for there is not the least 
evidence that he sanctioned the former, either by word or work; but 
his enemies found a very plausible reason to charge him with sano* 
tioning the latter. 

23. But with all their reasoning and all &eir evidence, they couM 
never prove that the Lord Jesus ever sanctioned the evil practices of 
these sinners, or authorized them to continue in sin. It is true he did 
not condemn thb darling practice of the world; nor did he condemn 
the adulteress, tho' she was taken in the very act; but after convict- 
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uig-faer accusers, he bid her *' go and sin no more/' He was not 
Shinto the world to condemn the world; that was not the object 
of his mission : '* but that the world through him might be saved."^ In 
-making these visits, the Savior of the world had a noble object in view, 
wloch was to preach the gospel to poor fallen creatures, who were 
thus lost in an and wickedness, and to teach them, by precept and 
example, a better manner of life. It was therefore necessary that 
he should come down to them in their fallen and lost state, and find 
U^m where they were lost, and render himself accessible to them, in 
that state, in order to reclaim them, or they never would have been 
saved by him, but must still have remained under their loss. 

24. The miracle of turning water into wine, on that particular 
occasion, which is the only instance we have on record, and double 
less the only one which ever took place, was for a far more import- 
ant;purpose than to sanction matrimony or promote intemperance. 
*' This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and ma- 
** niiested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him."t By 
this he showed forth the divine authority of his mission, proved his* 
God^like power, and confirmed the fcdth of his followers. But this 
was not ail : It was designed and eminently calculated to be a figu- 
rative representation of his own spiritual marriage at the period of 
his second coming, and of that heavenly wine, which he afterwards 
i^ke to his disciples of drinking with them, in his Father's King^ 
dom.t 

25. Objection 9. This doctrine of celibacy, if generally admit- 
ted, would overtlirow the institution of matrimony ; the consequen- 
ces of which would be very shocking to society. Abolish this insti- 
tution, and all those civil and religious ties which bind families 
together, would be severed at once. The legal descent of inheritance, 
the property of heirs, and the ties of consanguinity would be no 
longer known. Those social connections which unite husbands and 
wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters, and on which de- 
pends the very foundation of human society, would be entirely de- 
stroyed, and mankind would soon be reduced to a state of anarchy 
and confusion. 

26. Answer. This objection, if applied to mankind in a natural 
state, wouhMndeed appear formidable; but when applied to the fol- 
lowers of Christ, it is more specious than solid. As an objection 
against the doctrine of Christian celibacy maintained by the United 
Society, it is without foundation. That practical celibacy and Chris- 
tian continence, which we consider as the great pnvilege of the true 
followers of Christ, in this day of his second appearing, b very far 
from interfering with any useful institution of civil society. The, 

* John iii. 17. t John ii. 11. t See. Matt. zxvi. 29. k. Rev. xix. 7, 0. 
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cfafldren of this worid and fee foMowers of Christ, are tm> dkrtiaet 
ordere of people. "The children of this ^orld marry and arc grr- 
** en in marriage;*' and have a natural right to all the civil institu^ 
Uons of the country tb which they belong, so long as they are stib- 
jiect to its' laws and ordittances. " But they who shaH be accounted 
" worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, 
** neither marry nor are given in marriage.* The followers of 
Christ are governed by the law of Christ, which is a law of justice 
and holiness; and so long as they do not interfere with the civil instito^ 
ttons of men, Ihey canndt be chargeabte with severing fee bonds of 
civil soci^. 

97. We consider matiimony to be a civil institution, and as such, 
it is both usefol and ilecessary for mankind in feeir natural state ; biit 
it does not belong to the true followers of Christ; and for feat rea- 
son feey hove nothing to do with it. As members of a Christian 
institution, established by the law of Christ, and wholly unconnected 
wife the Civi'l, political and religious institutions of the world, it is 
kiconidstenl: wife our Christian faife to interfere with any of their 
concerns. But at the same time, we are perfectly willing feat evie^ 
ry such institution, which produces any beneficial influence on its 
members, shouM be &eely supported by feose to whom it belongs, 
and whose concern it is to support it; and it is right and just that 
all people should act their own faith in this, as well as in aK 
ofeer matters 

38. The aposUe Paul taught fee Corinfeians that it was "befterto 
marry than to burn;'* and we have ever acknowledged it better to mar- 
ry than to do w<H*se. We readily admit that the institution of mar- 
riage is useM in its place; because it has a tendency to prevent ma- 
ny evils in society which could not otherwise be avoided. And 
fer mankind, in their present state, it is absolutely necessary; be- 
came without it, fee excesses of lawless lust ^ould destroy every 
vestige of good order in society, and produce confusion and ruin 
among the human race. We will even admit feat marriage is ho- 
norable in a stale of nature, where the parties enter into it from 
honorable and conscientious motives, and are honestly and sincerelv 
united in their endeavors to make an honorable use of it. But its 
frecfuent, fraudulent and shameful abuses are disgracefiif to fee par- 
ties, and cast a shameful blot upon fee institution itself. 

29. But though we acknowledge the marriage institution to be 
bofe useful and necessary for fee world in its present state; yet for 
fee followers of Christ, who are called to forsake the course of fee 
World, and to crucify the flesh wife all its affections and lusts, it is 
naifeer necessary nor useful, but the contrary; it therefore forms no 

•Luln XX. 34,99. 
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part of tbdr duty, and cam have no place among them.* Their un- 
ion is spiritual, and needs no fleshy support; their parenUga is spi- 
ritual, and produces no fleshy ofi&pring; tbeir relation as brethren 
and sisters is spiritual, and can have no dependence on fleshy relation; 
tfheir inheiitance is spiritual, and cannot be controlled by hunuui 
laws and institutions. Their temporal property, which is necesaaiy 
for the support of the body while in this life, U regulated by a sa- 
cred compact, being, by mutual agreement, consecrated to religious 
uses, for the benefit of Hie whole body; and as such, it descends to 
their spiritual heirs in the same united capacity . So that all thoie 
difficulties concerning temporal property, so common among natural 
'heirs, are prevented by the very nature of the institution, and, un- 
tess its rights are infringed upon by lawless usurpers from without, 
the descent of inheritance occasions no uneasiness to the Society. . 
30. This spiritual relation in tlie church of Christ, is producd hlT 
/* the law of the Spirit of life.*' R is the relation claimed by Je- 
sus Christ, and he acknowledged no other. *' Whosoever shall do 
*Uhe wifl of ray Father which is in Heaven, the samte is my brother 
^' and aster and mother, "t This relation is governed by the law yf 
Christ, which is a law of righteousness and peace; and this law 
fvhich governs ihe church of Christ, supersedes the necessity of hu- 
man laws and human institutions to regulate its internal concerns. 
And we have found by experience, that this law is a superior rerna-^ 
dy against all those scenes of confusion and disorder, which are lo 
common in the domestic circle, under a state of matrimony ; and 
that it is more eminently calculated to promote the trae spirit of un- 
ion and harmony in society, than all the laws and institutioAs of ma- 
trimony, or any other law or institution ever devised by man. 



CHAPTER IV^ 

TikeJigttrAtive import of Circumchion and other cer^mmniti 
under the law, iUustrmting the preceding doctrine. 

1 . As Circumscislon was an important Institution given to Abraham, 
as the typical father of the faithful, and. was continued to hn po^- 
rity, as a primary suid abidin|^ institution, througfh aU the law and 
the prophets, until the coming of Jesus Christ, it wiM be necessary 
to make some remarks upon the subject. 

2. It is generally acknowledged tksti the ceremonies under the 
Saw were typical of gospd ordinances; that they ware figures <m* 

* fee ihs Biuwer to o^ecdoa $, jpaga 105, t Matt. xii. fiO. 
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shadows of something to be ftdfilled in substance under the gospel; 
and that these '' carnal ordinances," as the apostle calls them, plain* 
ly pointed to ^ the spiritual word of Christ in his first or second ap- 
pearance, or both. But among all the types of the law, none coidd 
be more important than that of circumcision, not onlj because it 
was the first, and the foundation of all the rest; but also because it 
was the "eery seal of the covenant of promise given to Abraham, and 
typified a most essential institution to be given to the faithful chii- 
' dnn of God in the latter day, and which was to be a peculiar mark 
of distinction between them and the rest of mankind. 

3. A figure, to constitute a real type, must have a proper resent- 
l^nce to the substance which it is designed to prefigure; otherwise 
it is not a type. It was therefore necessary that the institution of 
eircimicision should bear a real analogy to that gospel iDstitutioa, 
wMch it was intended to point out. It is a prevailing opinioo 
among many who consider water baptism as a gospel institution^ 
&at it was designed to supply the place of circumcision under the 
law; some indeed suppose that circumcision was a type e£ water 
baptism. In this however, there must appear an obvious inconsisten- 
cy; Ibr there is no kind of analogy between bapti:jm and circum* 
cision; and water baptism itself, was4)ut a type of the baptism of the 
Holy Spiiit. This appears e^ndent from John's own testimony : " I 
indeed baptize youwiOi water unto repentance; but he ** that coma& 
"'after me, is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: 
***1» shal) baptise you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire." There 
fore, to say that circumcision was a type of baptism, is nothing less 
than- calling it a type of a type, which is an absurdity. 

4. The circinncision of the male in the flesh of his foreskin was 
a ngnificant mark of mortification in that particular member of the 
flesh in which is found the seat of its carnal pleasures. This seal of 
the typical covenant made with Abraham, was the most lively figure 
over given to man, of the mortification of the very source of iniquity » 
by the spiritual work of Christ, and of the complete destruction of 
that carnal pleasure received from that source, in the act of sexual 
coition. 

5. As circumcision was the seal of the covenant of promise to 
Abraham and his posterity, under the law ; and as none were con- 
sidered as God's covenant people without this seal, whatever deg^ree 
of conformity they might observe in other respects; so it was a very 
fdain manifestation that the seal of the covenant in Christ, was to 
consist in the cutting off, and total rejection of fleshly lust, by a life 
of self-denial and the cross. This is the very foundation of the true 
cross of Christ, and the separating line between *' the children of this 
worW,** who " marry and are given in marriage," and ** the chil- 
dren of the resumctioD," who ** neither marry nor are given in 
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mai^^; but are like unto the angels ;" because they live a splritQal 
life. And without this seal, this distinguishing^ mark of the cross of 
Christ, no soul can be in the real covenant of Christ, revealed in this 
day, whatever profession he may make, or whatever duties he may 
perform, in other respects. 

6. This figure is so obvious and striking, that it seems as tho' 
none could mistake it, excepting those who are blinded by an obsti- 
luile determination to maintain the carnal life of the flesh, at all 
events. There is nothing else to which circumcision, as a type, can 
bear any consistent analogy. '' By the law is the knowledge of sin^" 
But BA tlie law was only figurative of spiritual .things, and not the 
»al substance; therefore if its types do not bear a plain resemblaBce 
to their ^antitypes, then it is in vain to seek by them to find the 
knowledge of sin. Man has been too long imposed upon by false 
^«tems and imaginary theories, which have no foundation in truth, 
npr any consistency in themselves. Certainly a figure of so much 
importance as circumcision evidently was, under the law, ought to 
be well considered by those who profess to be under the light of the 
gospel; lest, unhappily, they lose both the knowledge and the benefit 
<^ the most important principles of the gospel. 

7. Let those who consider water-baptism to be the antitype of cir* 
cumcision, (for if it was substituted under ^le gospel in Ueu of cur- 
cunMudon, it must be the antitype,) consider also, that upon tins 
principle, the antitype is not so mortifying to the flesh, nor so dee^ 
and lasting as the type. This clearly involves the absurdity of making 
the shadow of a substance more substantial than the substance itself^ 
What figure could have been formed, under the law, to represent 
more plainly the cutting off and rejection of the carnal works of the 
fledi, under the gospel, than outward circumcision, or cutting off the 
fcteskin of the flesh ? This not only wounded the flesh in such a 
maimer that the mark remained visible ever after; but it took bloody 
wHch is the life of the flesh, from that very member in which is 
found the seatj^nd centre of all the pleasures of lust. 

8. The object of the covenant with Abraham, which was establish- 
ed and confirmed by this seal, was to show that under the gospel dis- 
pensation, the everlasting seal of the spiritual covenant, which was to 
distinguish Christ's chosen people from all others, must be that cross 
which destroys the life of fleshly lust. " For he is not a Jew which 
" is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision which is outward in 
'^tlie flesh : But he is a Jew which is one inwardly : and circumr 
" cision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose 
«* praise is not of men, but of God."* This then is the true seal 
which hath praise of God, but not of men : for nothing is so opposite 

* Rom. ii. 98, S9. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



178 CIRCUMCISION AND [PABT IT. 

to the nataral indinations of faflen man as thia saal, which is, in vety 
deed, ihe cross against the lust of the flesh. 

9. It may perhaps be objected that circumcision, when compared' 
with this cross, is not a perfect figure ; because males only were the 
subjects of circumcision; and therefore it could not properly typify 
that cross, which seems to be enjoined on females as well as males. 
True indeed, males only were the subjects of circumcision; but if 
sexual coition ceases in die male, it must cease in the female of 
course. 

10. But there was another legal ceremony respecting Women, 
whiidi was sufficient to balance the cross of circumcision in the male, 
and which was not only a confirmation of the impure nature of the 
w^H'ks of generation, but an evident token that these works were to 
be excluded from the church of Christ, which is the spiritual sanctu* 
ary of God. A woman who brought forth a noale child, was counted 
unclean, under die law, seven days; and on the eighth day the child 
was to be circumcised. And even then, the woman was not allowed 
to come into the sanctuaiy, nor touch any holy thing, for the space 
of forty days from the birth of her child. After the birth of a female 
child, the time of her uncleanness and separation from the sanctuary 
was doubled, extending .even to eighty days. Afier this she was re- 
quired to bring a sin-offering and a bumt-ofifering to the priest, at 
Ihe door of the tabernacle, where they were to be offered, before she 
oould be admitted into the sanctuary with those who were accouilted 
clean.* 

11. Therefore, as cisrcumcision was a figurative ceremony of pu- 
rification to the male; so likewise these legal injunctions were figu- 
rative ceremonies of purification to the female; and both were de- 
Agned to typify that state of purity and separation from all the works 
of generation, which were to be required of the* church of Christ 
tinder the gospel dispensation. But why was the time of the wo- 
man's separation from the sanctuary doubled after she had borne a 
female child ? This was to show that the female could not find her 
lot and order in the spiritual creation of (xod, until the second gos- 
pel dispensation, or second appearing of Christ, when the Spirit of 
Christ, manifested* in a woman, should redeem the female character, 
and bring her into her proper lot and order in the new creation.t 

' IS. Again : The law enjoined ordinances respecting sexual coi- 
tion, which applied to both male and female, and which clearly 

• See Isbv. chap. xil. 
t The man foand his -lot and order in the finit appearing of Christ, wha appeared in 
the male, (in tiic person of Jesu:*,) which was the first gospel dispensation, or ajiiitype 
of the first temple. But the second jgo^pel dispensaiion, which was prefigured by the 
second temple, was first manifested in the female, and was called the §geond appearing 
of Christ, in which the woman, as well as the man, is restored to her proper lot and 
order in the new creation. 
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pointed out the sinfulness of that nature in the sight of a pure and 
holy God.t Every act of that kind excluded the parties from the 
camp, and from the society of those who were accounted clean; 
they could by no means be admitted into the sanctuary, nor come 
before the Lord at any time, nor partake of any holy thing, without 
b^ing first ceremonially cleansed and purified from those works. 
When Moses was ordered to sanctify the people, and prepare them to 
appear before the Lord at Mount Sinai, he commanded them saying, 
*' Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives."^ If 
tltts was not an unholy act, why did Moses give this charge ? 

13. As tlie ceremonies of the law were but types and figures of 
things to come, they must have their antitypes, and be fulfilled in 
substance under the gospel. If therefore these works of the flesh 
were not, in their very nature, unclean, and if they were not finally 
to be excluded from the spiritual sanctuary of God then we would 
ask why they were declared unclean under the law, and excluded 
from the sanctuary of Israel, which was but a type of the true gos- 
pel sanctuary ? Was the law more pure than the gospel ? or was un- 
cleanness under the law to be counted cleanness under the gospel ? 
Was the type more pure and holy than its antitype ? or in other words, 
can we rationally suppose that the temporal and typical sanctuary of 
Israel was more pure and holy than that sanctuary of holiness which 
is established in the church of Christ, as a spiritual sanctuary? And 
if those works of the flesh which were so pointedly marked out un- 
der the law, were not sinful, why did the law require a sin-offering ? 
Will God require a sacrifice for sin where there is no sin ? Certainly 
not. 

14. These injunctions and restrictions were evident td^ens of the 
unclean nature of those acts, and plainly typified the purity which 
God would require of souls under the dispensations of the gospel. 
In nothing short of this can the types and shadows of the law be an- 
swered with any degree of consistency. In nothing short of this can 
tiie righteousness of the law be manifested in us, *' who walk not 
" after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

15. Hence it is evident that circumcision and other legal ceremo- 
nies clearly pointed to a life of self-denial and the cross of Christ, 
by which souls receive the washing of the regeneration, and the pu- 
rifying fire of the gospel, which is the real baptism of the Holy 
Spirit; and that nothing short of this can entitle any soul to the pri- 
vilege of entering into the camp of the saints, and worshiping God in 
the spiritual sanctuary, of which the camp of Israel, and the sanctu- 
ary of Jacob were but types and figures. 

t Se« Lev. zv. 18. i Exod. six. 16. 
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CHAPTER V. 

A ftvs remarks on the nature and, typical design of the Jewish 
wars, showing that the law could not decide the future state 
' of the soul. 

1. The advocates of war who make a profession of Christianiiy,. 
often urge the example of the Jewish wars, directed by Divine au- 
thority, as an argument in justification of the lawfulness of war un- 
der the dispensation of the gospel. And tho' some of them endea- 
vor to enforce this argument upon the principle that the nature of 
God is unchangeable, and that the nature of man is essentially the 
same in all ages; yet the argument would doubtless appear very in- 
cOnsbtent, even in their own view, did they but consider the most 
essential difference between the law and the gospel, and the natiu'e, 
tendency and design of God's work, as it respects the final lot of 
man. The same argument would apply, with equal force, to all the 
ceremonies of the law, and indeed to every thing which God ever 
commanded or authorized among men, whatever might be the oc- 
casion or circumstances which required it. 

2. When God deals with marfkind, he always deals with them ac- 
cording to their situation and circumstances, and in a manner best 
calculated to answer his own Divine purposes, and at the same time, 
to give them a fair opportunity of proving themselves by their works. 
The work of God is an increasing work, and has always been attend- 
ed with an increasing: degree of light to man, from one dispensation, 
to another, ever ance the fall. And as the light of God has increas- 
ed among mankind; so righteousness has increased in those who 
were obedient to that light. In the s&me proportion also, has wick- 
edness increased with those who were disobedient. 

3. But the light of God to man, from the fall to the coming of 
Christ, was very limited. Even undei^lhe law, which was given to 
regulate man in his natural and fallen state, and which was but a 
shadow of things to come, he could have, at most, but an imperfect 
sense of a future state, compared with what was revealed after the 
coming of Christ. For this reason, the promises and blessings to 
the faithfid and obedient, and the threateiiings and curses upon the 
wicked and disobedient, were mostly of a temporal nature. 

4. By the law was the knowledge of sin; and the work of the 
law, as it respected the then existing state of the Israelites, was to 
search out and condemn the transgressions cotnmitted nnder it, hence 
the severity of its penalties. The law was a law of justice, and, in 
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most cases, enjoined immediate execution upon the offender. It re- 
quired strict and ample justice between man and man, and between 
God and man. It required ** an eye for an eye,, and a tooth for a 
tooth." It inflicted the penalty of death by stoning and burning for 
specific transgressions, such as profaning the sabbath, blaspheming 
the name of the Lord, rebellion against parents, adultery, fomica^ 
tion and the like. 

d. The law also enjoined the total destruction of the wicked in- 
habitants of the promised land, with all {heir possessions, wives and 
children. In some cases it gave no quarter in battle; but death and 
destruction was the decided portion ot enemies, without pity or com- 
passion.^ These seyerities, considered in a natural view, at the pre- 
sent day; would appear shocking to humanity. Yet they were exe- 
cuted by Divine authority, and when viewed in their true light, they 
appear not only perfectly consistent with all the displays of Divine 
Justice, but they are also full of solemn instruction and warning.! 

6. The law was figurative of a future state of things which were 
to take place under the gospel; and therefore it 14 not improperly 
called, ^* a law of types and shadows." But its most mysterious in- 
junctions had a more particular reference to the last gospel dispensa- 
tion, which was to accomplish a final settlement with all souls, in 
which the mystery of God was to be finished, and every creature to 
be rewarded '* according to his works." The rewards of obedience, 
and the penalties of disobedience, under the law, were designed to 
show that every work must finally " be brought into judgment, with 
** every secret thing;" and that every one must receive his reward 
according to the nature of his works. 

7. As the law required " an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
•' tooth;" so the future punishment of sinners; for every injury done 
to their fellow creatures, must be repaid in exact proporfion to the 
nature of the offence, without any mitigation whatever. As stub- 
bornness and rebellion against parents, after all their endeavOTS to 
reclaim the rebel, was punished with death and destruction; so re- 
bellion against the law of Christ, under the gospel dispensation, -after 
all the warnings, reproofs and instructions of the gospel, will finally 
cut the soul off and consign him to destruction, without the possibi- 
lity of recovery. As the profanation of the sabbath and blasphemy 
against God, were equally sinful, being rebellion against the sacred 
ordinances of the law, and were condemned to the same punishment; 
so those who wilfully and wickedly violate the Divine laws of Christ, 
under the light of the gospel, must share the same fate. As adulte- 

• See Nmnben zzxi. 7 to 17, and Deut. vii. 2. 

t We pretnme that no one will diapttte that the Allwise Power who is able to ffive 
iife^hae aJost right to take it away^bytmyioe^^ th«t fli«y«uw«r the purpoaeof hi* 
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ry, fornication, incest, and all manner of uncleanness of that tiiiture 
were punished with death and destrui^tion, by stoning or burning; so 
all kinds of impurity and defilement, so contrary to the perfect puri- 
ty of the Spirit of Christ, unless purged from the soul by the purify- 
ing fire of the gospel, must prove its final destruction. 

8. The destruction of enemies in war, with all that pertained to 
them, was designed to show that, in the spiritual warfare of Chrifr- 
tians against their catnal corruptions, which are the enenades of the 
soul, no quarter can be allowed. Every evil propensity, together 
with all the corruptions which have been engendered by the indul- 
gence of these propensities, and every thing which has any connec- 
tion with a life of wickedness, must be utterly destroyed and purged 
out of the soul, before it can find complete redemption. This is. the 
work require of every christian soul under the dispensation of the 
gospel. But as God, by his providence, assisted ^e Jews against 
.tiieir enemies, while they were perfectly obedient to his commands; 
so Christ, by his Spirit, will assist every honest and faithful soul, in 
this work. 

9. The destruction and expulsion of the heathen natioi)9 out of 
the land of Canaan, was jnst; because it was the just reward of their 
wickedness, and was necessary to prevent their contaminating exr 
ample from corrupting the nations of the earth. It was also a very 
striking figure, and was eminently calculated to show that all sin, all 
manner of wickedness, and every thing which had a tendency to 
gender evil, must be purged out of the' church of Christ, and he dri- 
ven from the spiritual Canaan; otherwise the whole chvirch is ei^pos- 
ed to be corrupted, and its members ruined and lost. As the chil- 
dren of Israel were warned of the danger of suffering one of the hea- 
then nations to remain in the land; so Christ warns his people against 
tolerating one sin in his church. 

10. But " the law made nothing perfect;"! and therefore "Chnst 
** is the end of the law for righteousnesss to every one that belie v- 
eth."t As the dispensation of the law was a temporal dispMensatioUj 
it was beneficial to the Jews in. a temporal view. Its blessings to 
the o)i)edient, and its curses on the disobedient, were mostly limited 
to this life.; and though it took the life of the body> it could not de- 
cide the final state of the soul in the spiritual world. This was to 
be the work of the gospel: for Christ came '* to redeem them ihat 
were under the law," as well as them that were not; because the 
law could not do it. For the same reason Moses, was under the ne- 
cessity of enforcing obedience by promises and threatenings of a 
temporal nature; while Christ was able to enforce his precepts by 
the retributions of eternity. 
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11. Thus the operations of the law, by beings confined to this life, 
C0uld only« extend to thoee who were under &e law; while the ope- 
rations of the gospel can and will extend to all souW, throug^hout alt 
ages of the world, whether in the body ot out; for no soul can ever 
obtain redemption but by the gospel. Therefore a future state of 
ti4al. was reserved for those who had lived under Jthe law, as well as 
for all others, both for those who had been obedient to the law ^ and 
these who had not. This was just and equitable; not only because 
it gave to those who had lived in subjection to the law, a further op- 
portunity of ^ro^ing their subjection to the gospel, which requifea 
a greater oross against the evil propensities of a fallen nature than 
the law enjoined;* but also because it afforded another trial to those 
who had abused their temporal probation under the law, by which 
they might (if they chose) seek their redemption by ther obedience 
to the gospeU And to this they might he the more strongly excited 
by a remembrance of the punishments infltctsd upon them for trans- 
garessions under the law* 

12. ''For this cause was the gospel preached to them that are dead, 
'' that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live 
^* according to God in the ^irit.''t *' For this cause also Christ 
'' once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he mi^ht bring 
" us to God, being put to deatii in the flesh, but quickened by the 
*' Spirit ; by which also he went and preached to the afoxita in prison,'^ 
who for their wickedness had been destroyed by the flood in the days 
ef Noah.1^ As man first fell into sin in this world, it was necessary 
that the gospel of salvation should first be preached on earth, to men 
in the flesh, and thence descend into the world of spirits, to the mil- 
Hons who had never heard it in this world. And that Jesus C^fist, 
after his crucifixion t did actually descend into the mansions of the 
dead, and there preach the gospel to lost souls, is as true as^ that 
Gofl is a just and equitable Being. Afler his resurrection, he ap- 
peared to his diaciples and commanded them, saying, '' Go ye into 
all the world, and pveaeh the gospel to every creature.'*!! 

13. Hence it is evident that all must hear the gospel by some 
OMBms or other. And. as *' there is no other name under befiven gi- 
-veik among inaa wfa^eby we must be saved," but the name of Christ; 
so none can be eaved ^An have not in truth heard that name. But 
a» the greater pcnrtioQ of wwkiiid have died without even hearing the 

* TboM evil propensities which pertaih tb liM fallen nature of man, and which 
lead him into sin, can never be destroyed by (he t^th of the body, for they are pro. 
pensities of the mind, not of the body; therefore nothing hut the gospel of Christ, 
^rich operates npon the mind, and which is the power of God unto salvation, can ev- 
er purge these corrupt propensities out c^ the soul Henct nothing short of tne gospel 
<Bftn ever redeem the soul from the reigning power of sin. |(ee James iv. 5. 

t ** That they might be judged according to men in the flesh." This expreasion of 
the apoetle evidently shows that they were not men in the flesh. 

^^«e«lFet«rm.ie, 19j90,andiv. 6. UMarkxTl. 25. 
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gQiind of that name in tlus world; therefore they could* hard no 
chance of knowing the way of salvation in this life. But sO sure; 
as God is righteous, they will have a fedr call of the gospel of sal- 
vation; for the everlasting destruction of such souls from the pre- 
sence of God, without their having ever known themeans of' escape, 
would effectually destroy the attribute of righteousness in God. 

14. Therefore, Christ having come to open the way of life and 
salvation for all souls, that all might have a free oflfer of the gospel, 
and receive their just reward in a future state, he has himself preach- 
ed the glad tidings of salvation, hoth in this world and in the woild 
of spirits; and has also commissioned his ministers to do the same. 
Hence his faithful and true witnesses, after putting off tMs mortal 
body, will find a work to do in preaching tiie gospel to those be- 
nighted spirits who never heard its peaceful sound in this world; and 
millions of souls who, ignorant of the true spirit of the gospel, have 
been compelled to shed each other's blood, and give up their lives on 
embattled plains, will joyfully embrace these jnercifid calls, while 
those ambitious rulers, who impiously waged the war under a chris- 
tian profession, together with their blood-thirsty chiefs, who mar- 
shalled their hosts on the sanguinary field, and profanely compelled 
the battle in the name of God, will in their turn be compelled to 
reap the reward of th^r own doings in the regions of darkness and 
despair.'''' 

15. These solemn truths may perhaps be treated ivith contempt 
and ridicule by the incredulous advocates of war; but they will yet 
be seen, felt and acknowledged as serious realitieii. If the advocates 
of war who profess the Christian .religion, did but understand and 
duly consider these things, they would never more plead for a' 
barbarous and sanguinary principle because it was once authcmzed 
by the Almighty, in a. barbarous stale oi society, and among a be- 
nighted race of bdngs who, at that period, were incapable of re- 
ceiving any thing better; and which the Divine Being wisely im-^ 
proved for an instructive lesson to future ages and generations, 
who ought by this time, to be better able to view it in its true 
light. 

* Tho doctrine of a probationary state beyond the grave, will probably appear D«ir 
and strange to those who have always considered death as the closing scene of man's 
probation for eternity. But it is a iloetrine perfectly consistent with aD the precepts 
and instructions of Jesus Christ and his apostles, and one which was maiotained by 
the primitive church while the church sto<xi in its greatest purity. It is also a doctiiiie 
which has been clearly and explicitly taught by Mother Ann, and fully confirmed to 
the societ)' by many visions and divme revelations to the present day. But afte^ the 
declension of the primitive ehuroh, and during its corruptions under the papal hierar- 
chy, this gracious docirine of the gospel, bo just and equitabte, and so full of meccy to 
to the fallen race ot man, hke that of the confession of sin, (commonly called auricu- 
lar confession,) was sacrilegiously perverted to the porpoee of extorting money from 
the deluded multitude. And hence these doctrines were both r^ectad bf ikt prpiapt«nt 
reformars, andVendefed o()noxious to the people upon the suppoaition that mey were 
iha mrentions of the eburch of Rome. 
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16. Notwithstandng the Jewish wars were autiiorized by the Al- 
niighty; yet when Jesus Christ appeared, he became ^* the end of 
** the iaw for righteousness >" and therefore he disanmdled all tb6 
laws of war, together with aU those sanguinary and ceremonial sta- 
tutes which had been authorized under the dispensation of types and 
^ladows, and began to establish new laws for the government of his 
fellowera. '* Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shak love 
** thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy : But I say unto you, Lova 
** your enemies." From that period, no follower of Qbist ever 
had any divine authority to engage in war. And had all who 
have nnce professed the christiui name, been fieiithful to obey tiiis 
precept, this earth might have been, long «re this time, a terrestrial 
paradise. 



CHAPTER VI. 

An illtcstration of the fnvgressive increase of the work of Ood 
from the creation to the present time, 

■ 1. The work of Gk>d from the beginning was intended and wisely 
calculated to be an increasing work. This appears evident from ^ 
account we have in the scriptures of the progressive operations of the 
work of creation and providence. In the creation of the natural 
world, as recorded in the first chapter of Genets, the work of God 
came forth in a regular gradation, from less to greater degrees of 
perfection. After the earth was formed and established in its order, 
the grass of the field, the herbs and trees succeeded in their order. 
Then followed the living animals in their order; first the fishes of 
the sea and the fowls of the air, whose life and perfection exceeded 
all that had been displayed in the vegetable creation. Next follow- 
ed the beasts of the field, which occupied a still higher grade in the 
Older of the animal creation, being more highly important, becaufe 
they were designed for more general and essential service. Man, 
the last of all, came forth as the most noble part of this lower crea- 
tron: and in man, including male and female, was the order of the 
natural creation completed. 

2. ^it there was still to be an increasing work iA the order of Di- 
vine Providence. The fruits of the earth, in their established order, 
eKch according to its kind, must come to perfection in their proper 
times and seasons, under the influence of the natural elements, by a 
reg;ular and g^dual increase from tiie seed to the full grown pAant or 
tree, and from the blossom to the fruit in its maturity; The same 
regular increase is observable in all the imimal creation. The human 
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9|^e slsoy f]:om Ube conception to the birth« and fr(^,iQ&nc7 to.iaai»- 
hood, in the order of nature, are brought to their highest attaimaents 
fii natural perfection by the progressive hand of time. - The ages of 
the world also have their regular and graduaUy increasing operajti^nui 
upon mankind, in bringing them from the lowest state of ignorance 
said barbarian to the highest degree of civilization.. The prodnc- 
,(ionv>^ i^^^ ^^ ^^^ works of art are also gradual and progressive, 
.from less to greater degrees of perfection. 

3. When this progressive increase in the natural world is seen and 
understood, why should it appear strange or unreasonable to believe 
Uiat, in the spiritual world, there is also a regular and gradual increase 
from the lowest to the highest degree of perfection ? If the natural 
world and the things therein contained, as we have already stated, 
are figurative of spiritual things, it must appear perfectly consistent; 
and that it is so in reality, the experience of every truly i^iritual 
man and woman can bear witness. The scriptures are also sufficient- 
ly plain and explicit on this subject. David, under the influence of 
Bivine inspiration, says, '' The righteous shall flourish like a palm 
** tree; he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon."* So also the pro- 
phet Malachi; '' But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of 
'* righteousness arise with healing in his wings, and ye shall go forth 
V and grow up as calves of the stall."! The prophet Isaiah, in hb 
prediction concerning the coming of Christ, says, '' Of the incoease 
. *' of his government and peace there shall be no end."t Here is 
an express declaration of, an endless increase. 

4.. As the work of God, in the . formation of the natural creatiMi, 
w^ a progressive, increasing work; so all the works of his provi- 
dence, and grace on earth, among his chosen people have been at- 
tended with a progressive increase from one di^nsation to another; 
fnd the preceding has ever been preparatory to that which followed ; 
and all have been designed and calculated to show forth in a figvre 
. ^ great and last dispensation of God's grace, in which his spiritoal 
Kingdom is to supercede all other kingdoms in power and miyesty, 
. and whose increasing glory, purity, peace and righteousness will en- 
dure forever. 

. 6, From the fail of man to Abraham, the only law revealed to 

. msn for his protection, was the law of nature. This law was.pkin 

and obvious; and all who kept it, found justification before God^ao- 

, cording to the work of the day in which they lived. To this the 

apostle JPaul had reference in his epistle to the R.omans, where,he 

. says; *' For when the Gentifest which have not the law, do by i^atttre 

"the things contained in the law, these having not the ]aw« are a 

'* law unto themselves; which show the work of the law writtea in 

•IfMiMillflL t]tf«i. ir. t. tlM.ix.7. 
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** Aejf hearts, then* conscience also bearings witness, md their 
** IhoQghts'the meanwhile acctmng or else excusing^ one anothor.''* 
^Ifence ia every age, those who had no other 4aw, were required to 
keep thb» And as there was no other law given to any people be- 
Ibre Abraham, therefore all were bound by it; and whoever viola^ 
ed it; must necessarily fatt under condemnation. 

6. Thss law of nature dictated that man should not violate the or- 
der of nature; that is, he should not commit any kind of violence or 
injostice ag»nst any of his fellow men; that he should not murder, 
nor defhiud Ms fellow creatures, nor injure them in any way or man- 
ner whatever. It also taught that he should not^ violate the times and 
ses»K>ns of nature, in aigr mimner: for the law of nature has its re- 
guhnr order, which the natural man could not violate with impunity. 
'Hiese things were phdtt to the understandings of men in a state of 
nature who had never received a superior law, nor been so far cor- 
rupted by the kifiuence of the i^irit of evil, as to lose the knowledge 
of moral good. 

7. Man in a state of nature, and under the influence of this law, 
would not plant nor sow the seeds of the earth out of season; nor 
would he even generate his own ofifepring out of season. In short, 
he would not perform any diity out of iseasoh, nor neglect any in sea- 
son. Instead of remaining idle, he woidd perform tibe duties of the 
day while the day lasted, and take his rest at night; and therein he 
wotdd be able to find justification and peace, and live to God's ac- 
ceptance according to that order. But whenever he began to heark- 
en to the influences of evil, a train of disorderderly sensations began 
to spring up in his mind; and he was then led to violate ths order of 
^nitture which, had before been his protection; hence followed a suc- 
cessive train Of evUs, 

8. Adam, before ids fall, in addition to the law of nature, had the 

* ^^ss command of God as an additional protection. This he vio- 
-iated; and his fittet transgression was that which struck at the very 
^t)rder in which his ofispring were to bo propagated; so that, instead 

bf producing an ofi^)ring subservient to the order of nature, he ge- 
nerated one which soon began to ^ow from whence originated his 
disordi^ly and unnatural conduct. By the first fruit of Adam's trans- 
gression the first murder was committed; and henceforth those of 
- his posterity who readily followed his example, began to corrupt 

• themselves with wickedness : so that long before the flood, widced- 
ntei greatly abounded among them ; ** and the earth was filled with 
** violence." An(>so few were there who kept the law of nature 
and refrained from acts of violence, that at last none were found wor 
iky of God's protection, except No^ and his family. 

* Horn. ii. 14, le. 
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9. ***Noah was a jU8t man." Instead of violating the order of 
nature, and corrupting his ^ed by inordinate affections, '' he waflced 
" with God," and begat no children until he was five hundred y«an 
old; and even then, instead of being led by the corrupt indinations 
of a faHen nature, he went forth by the pemussion of God, accords 
ing to the law of nature : for it is said, " he was perfect in h& gene^ 
rations."* In obedience to the command of God, Noah built an 
aik to save himself and his family from the flood: and did aH thai 
was commanded him to do. Thus " Noah found grace in the eyca 
" of the Lord,^' 3y his obedience , and was preserved from the flood 
of waters which swept off the rebellious children of violence. 

10. After Ae flood a new generation of men began to muHtply 
upon the earth, who, instead of following the righteous example of 
Noah, chose rather to follow the influences of the power of evil, and 
soon corrupted themselves with lust and priae, which increased among 
them till the building of Babel, when God confounded their language, 
and scattered them over the face of the earth. 

11. But God having re^ct to the work of his own hands, always 
preserved a chosen seed to bear testimony against the violations of 
the law of nature, to support the belief of one invisible, everlasting and 
true God, and to maintain the line of distinction between good and evil, 
obedience and disobedience, until the coming of the promised Messi- 
9h, who was to commence the work of redemption, and effect the salva<- 
tion of all who were willing to beconie his true and faithful follow- 
ers. But this great salvation could not be effected at once; it mast 
be brought to pass through the progressive operations of Divine Pro- 
vidence, which were designed and wisely calculated to enlighten the 
minds of mankind, and gradually prepare their understandings' for 
such an event; and ages must pass away before R could be fully ac- 
complished. 

12: This line of distinction between good and evil, between the 
sons of violence, and that chosen seed by whom the testimony of (lie 
true God was to be preserved in the earth, necessarily requffed a 
cross against that fallen nature from which disonier and violence al- 
ways proceeded. Hence the first manifestation of God to man, after 
the fsdl, from which proceeded a law enjoining an external and prac 
tical cross upon that nature, was made to Abram. He was first call- 
ed to forsake his country and his kindred, and received the pronnse 
of a blessing as the consequence of obedience. This was a strikii^ 
figure of the requirement and promises of God under the gospel dhk 
pensation. Here was a cross required of Abram before he coidd re- 

• By ihfs he condemned the world, who were led ivholly by the oorrapt inelinftfioiia 
of a fallrn nature, '^ond took them wives of all which ihey chose, and went in imla 
them," not according to the law of nature, nor according to the appf)intment of Qod, 
b nt through the inflneae e of their own lusts. ^ 
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ccdve die promifled blessing, or even be entitled to the coTenant of 
pconnse. This was doubtless a cross against the feelings of his na^- 
tmre, wlach would have inclined him to cleave to his native land and 
hit father's house. But he took up his cross and obeyed the call of 
Qod; and, for so doing, he was blessed, from time to time> with still 
greftter manifestations of the notice and favor of God. 

13. After this, Grod made a covenant'vdth Abram; and after 
jchangiBg his name from Abram to Abraham, and renewing lus pro- 

i tmaes with many additional circumstances, God required him, as a 
token or seal of the covenant of promise, to circumcise the males of 
his family. Here was established the first outward dgn of a practi- 
cal cross against the fallen nature of the flesh; and here kt it be re- 
membered, that this first permanent cross wluch God required of hki 
people, was one which pointed directiy to the very nature and founds 
atkm of man's loss from God. 

14. Abraham being found faithful to obey the commands of God 
thus far, and to keep the law of circumcision, Gt>d, according to his 
promise, blessed him with a son in his old age. And here it is 
worthy of remark, that this child of pnumse was not generated ac- 
c<»ding to the will of the flesh, in the days of his youth; for the in- 
ordinate propensity of carnal gratification could claim no share in the 
pnmuse of God; but that it might be made manifest that the {»x>mi»- 
ed seedxxmld not be begotten according to the will of the flesh, Abra- 
hxm and Sarah were both advanced in years; '* and it oeased to be 
with Sarah afler the maimer of women." Hence this child was given 
to be Abraham's heir in the line of the promise; and from him was 
to issue, in the Ime of succesaon, that promised seed in which all the 
famiUes oi' the earth were to be blessed. 

15. God having noticed Abraham's faithfulness thus far, determm- 
ed to make a final ]ntK>f of his faith and obedience, and to give him 
an opportunity of showing himself worthy of the confidence placed in 
him, and of tiie honorable station to which he was appointed, as the 
^riocal father of the faithful, and the legitimate progenitor of that pe* 
cidiar people who were to typify the dbosen followers of Christ, the 
Lorc^from Heaven, the Father of the new creation, and the faithful 
Redeemer of his people. Accordingly God commanded Abraham to 
take his only son Isaac, whom he loved, and o£fer him for a burnt- 
olfering. 

Ml6. Abraham was now undoubtedly brought to the greater ex- 
tremity of trial. Here was evidentiy a greater cross required of him, 
than that which was required of Adam at the beginning. But Abra- 
ham did not stop to query with God, how he would fulfil his promise 
if Isaac should be sacrificed; he did not plead his great affections for 
his beloved son; he did not dispute the present command of God, as 
being contradictory to his former promise; he did not object to it as 
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an afift Off imnMer, and vrge tbe w<»d of €M fo Morir; ^^fPboao 
. aheddeth maa'a blood, by nnm shall bia bkod ba ^ad.'^ Nay; kt- 
stead of urging tbase obieetioiis as inaunBountable against tiie fMl- 
meiA of die prandse of Qod, (as many at tbe presm^ day, urge Urn 
judcemiy of die old Gommand to increa$e und rmdHply^ in osdar td 
prevent tbe world from coming to an end,) Ater^iam namedinlriy 
wattt fordi in obedience f6 tibe ccmmand of God, and made all tbe 
neoeasaiy preparations to accompKdk tbe solemn and^awM tasb^ 
And baying proceeded far enongb to prore bif( ieitb and obadieooe, < 
Jie was released from tbe dreadful sacrifice, with the blessaig of God, 
and was ever after benored as tbe friend of God. 

17. In tbese displays of tbe wiU of God to Abrabttn, was fadd Ifaa 
^ibundalion of all tbe most important types and figures under te law, 

and of all tbe succeecbng dispensi^ons of God to man. The law of 
circumcision was tbe first visible sign \Hncb pointed to tMe destruc- 
:tion of tbe root of sin. And tbe ofiering up of banc was ti pielude 
ilo idl tbose COTemonial sacrifices under tlie l^r, wbtcb bad a-i^cud 
feferenee to tbe great sacrifice of the S6n of Qod, and to ^le-final 
aacnfice, hi bis followers, of all tbe ties and beloved objects of na- 
ture. Tbe posterity of Abrabmn, in the line of tbe promise, were 
< henceforth greatly distinguiidied from all oflier people, by the pecuHar 
notice and fevor of God. 

18. Afiier tbe children of Israel, die promised seed of Abraham, 
were released itom their Egyptian bondage by Moses, (anemiMii^ 
type of the deUverasee of God's people from the bondage of tUm. hy 

• Jesus Christ,) th^ received the law of God from Mount 'Smai, vi^icb 
brought with it an additional cross against the fallen nature c^ man, 
and wa3 a further manifestation of God against tboae carnal aad san- 
sual indulgences in which the generality of maiddnd lived.^ Here 
tbe work of Qod was attended with an increasing^ testimony againet 

tsin, and adcbtional resktdnts upon tiie gratifications of tbe fierii. 

19. H^ice those chosen pec^le were still fiotber sepan^ed fimn 
Ibe rest of mankind by their obedience. And such was the Bttietoess 

.and purity of the divine law, that those ivko Tkdated it were cut off 
from among the children of Israel, by die penaktes of the iajfv and 
die righteous judgments of God. And dio' they were still under Hie 
veil of the flesh, and still allowed to increase and madtii^y in die «r- 
der of natural generation; yet the restrictions of the law were such 
that they could not violate the order of nature wi& impu^ty.** 

. Therefore^ those who lived under the law found a much ^ri^eater^rasg 

• This tohiject u cl««iy iHortraled in THa TmUmont^f iJhrin^ Sbttmd Appmri*^^ in 
the chapter entiiled, "Tbe true end and design of the law given by Mosea" wber# it 
may be seen whlit rea tri ctio Bs were laid npon the wortci ofifeneratioiiimdeTllie law; 
and what purificatioBa were reared of those who lived ia those works, before they 
could be accepted of God, and admitted to the 8»actuary. Set also Levit. chapu xu. 
anixT. ... , . ' "^ 
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^HgE^st the etrm^ ia4^1^nces of nature than had evei^ been let^bed 
befoce. And henceftMlh, while the Israelites continued faitfafol in 
^eir obedieijtce to the law, they were more noticed of God tiian any 
jQ^ther people on earthy and were more highly distinguished by tern- 
|XNr$d blessings and divine manifestations. These blessings and pri- 
Tilfi^es were the fruits of the cross which they bore, and by whibh 
all who wjere truly faithful, were justified according to the measure 
of the work of God in that day, and rested in hope of the i»omised 
jredemption in Christ, when he shotdd appear. 

20. The law aa»d &e prophets continued until ^ohn, who was <fad 
forerunner of Christ} and came to bear witness of him. John came 
;ffith a sharp and powerful testimony against sin, and preached the 
*' baptism of water unto repentance; sayii^, ''Repent ye: fOT the 
*' Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.'' And again; '' I indeed baptize 
** you with wat^.unto repentance; but he that cometh after me is 
/' laoightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he riiall 
•* baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is ki 
." his hand, aiid he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his 
'^ wheat into the gamer; but he will bum up the chaff wkh tm- 
** 4|Uenchable fire."* 

. 21' AM who heard the testimony of John, and were willing to 
obey it, began to prepare themselves for the coming of Christ and his 
i^B^^dom, by taking the first step which J<^*s testimony required: 
and that was, to conlesa their sins, and be baptized with water unto 
Ml^aitanee. *' Then went out to Mm Jemsakm and all Judea, and 
'/ all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of hkn in 
t* Jordto, con^Bssing their sins." The minifitiration of Joluir Was a 
.Hftceos&ry jMrelude to that of Jesus Christ; and his baptism wa» a 
figure of ^ baptism of the Ecify Spirit and of fire. As the baptizing 
.^ir washing with water, as practiced in that day, will cleanse the 
body from outward pollution; so the washing of the waters of life 
fWiU cleanse and refi^sli the soul; and so idso the fire of the Holy 
. Spml wiU purify the soul from sin, and bum up and destn^ that 
%fidlen and corrupted nature in man which is the q)erating cause of 
* . ftU inik|uily. Hence it is evident that John's baptian was a t3rpe of, 
md a prelude to that of Jesus Christ: and Jc^ Umself also testified, 
aaytng, *' He must increase, but I must decrease."t 

22. The way being sufficiently prepared by John's ministration, 
JecBS Cfarists tiie Son of God, was usfaerisd into the world, to be the 
Iktftd of the new and spiritual creation of Qod, and tiie Savior and 
Redeemer of his people. He was begotten, not in the order of natu- 
ral generation, by the will of man, but by the power of God. '* He 
** was. made, not alter the law of a carnal commandtaoant, but after 

•M«tvm.9, 11, 19. ' Tlohaiii.ao. 
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'* ^ power of an endless Hfe.''* Bom <if a ▼ir^in, %hose ehaslitf 
had never been contaminated by any lawless act, he became tke end 
of the law for righteousnegs to aU who behere and obey him.t 
To such therefore, the law was no longer necessary to curb Am 
licentious^ passions of human nature : for those who receif^ed and ob^- 
ed his testimony, found it a far more powerful restraint upon the eid^ 
nal propensities of man's &llen nature, ihan the law of Moses -ever 
had been. 

23. Those therefore who obeyed the gospel, were free from tito 
law; because the gospel, by fulfilling the real spirit and design-of ihB 
law, superseded its outward ceremonies, and rendered them useless* - 
Not that believers were now left at liberty to indulge* themseivesiik 
all those carnal gratifications of the flesh which were forbidden by 
the law; but that the purity of the gospel was such as to snpencde 
the necessity of the law, by saving all who obeyed it, apota thos6 
filtl^ pollutions which were k^ within certain limits by the lavr, 
but could not be subdued by it. 

24u The object of Christ's first manifestation was to lay the fooada^ 
tion of salvation by the cross; to take upon himself human naturft; '■ 
to crucify that nature, and to suffer in the flesh and die to« sinfifl 
nature in the person of Jesus, and rise to God, that he might, by haa- 
sufferings, death and resurrection, be able to open the new and Irring' 
way of eternal life to his followers; that he might thereby beodma 
the first-begotten of God, and firstborn fram the dead. 

25, Having entered upon his ministry, iie commenced a new and 
spiritual work, and began to reveal the real nature and substance- ^^ 
the law of God, and showed what it required of man; that it tau^ 
mankind to love God with all the heart and soul, and their neighbors 
asthemsdves; that tins was the real spirit of the law aad-tiieppo* 
phets; and the object of his mission was to fulfil this law himself, 
and teach all his followers to do the same. 

26i To accomplish this great object, he introduced the roost pttpe 
and simple system of morality, and taught that all disorder and eve* 
ry kind of violence must be done away; that the true spirit of ^le 
gospel was, Peace on earth and good will to man; and that no- 
thing contrary to this pure spirit could find an entrance into Hie 
Kingdom of Heaven. ^' Except your righteousness shall eiteeed 
" the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 
" enter the Kingdom of Heaven.t He also taught that nothing^-^ort 
of this spirit of purity and holiness could ever overcome the nal:afe 
of sin, <H- destroy the deplorable efifects of tiie fall in the soul of man; 
that this overcoming power could be gained only by self-denial and 
the cross; and that there was no o&er way to find salvation and r^- 

• H«b. vU. 16. t Rom. x. 4. % Mau. ▼. 30. mo atao ekap. tviu. 3. 

Digitized by VjOOS^ ItT 



eHAP\ -w) rax increasing work ot gobt. ISJ 



** Whosoever wffl cotne after me, let Wm deny himself^ 
••Httrf tdte up' his cross and follow me/** Again; " Whosoever 
*Moith not hesr his cross, and come after me, wtnnot be my disci- 

9T. Under Ae ministration of Jesus Christ, we findja fer greater in- 
ereaae of the woi^ of God than had ever taken place on earth since 
die fall of man. In this increase was manifested a cross against the 
carnal natnre of man proportionably great; far greater indeed than 
had ever before beea required of man; a cross against all the cor- 
ruptions of man's fkllen nature. This, of course, created an oppo- 
sition against the testimony of Jesus, from the unbelieving Jews, 
wMch betrayed iheir darkness, blindness and ignorance of the real 
nature of the law; and clearly manifested their hypocrisy in pre- 
te»d^ to keep it, by observing some of its outward ceremonies* 
while in tiieir hearts diey were enemies to God. This oppositioi\ 
from these unbelieving hypocrites, against the Lord Jesus Clwist, was 
carried to such an extremity of persecution, that he finally gave up 
his nstdral life to hi^ persecutors, and suffered the painful and igno- 
minioas deatii of the cross; 

28. Hie mitiistmtion of Jesus Christ opened a new era to the 
world. It taught mankind what they had never known before; tiiat 
tfalB read work of God was not to build up the kingdom of this world, 
and to render the earth a durable habitation for man; but to prepare 
them for an eternal and immortal state beyond the grave. It taught 
tfa«m that the dlsi>ensation of tiie law and the prophets came short of 
**ike power of salvation from sin; that it could never make the co- 
m«*s thereunto perfect;** and that the woric of those dispensations 
was but preparatory to that great and important work which was to 
redeem mankind from the fallen nature of the fledi, and fit them for 
the ^ngdom <j( Heaven. Hence the words of Jesus; ** Among' 
'* iSttem that are bom of women, there hath not risen a greater than 
** John &e Baptist: notwithstanding, he that is least in the ]^ingdom 
'^ of Heaven, is greater than he.**! This is an evident proof that 
Mm himself was not in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that none be- 
(fore him had ever entered it. ^^le Kingdom of Heaven, therefore, 
which Jo)m declared to be at hand, and for which he was sent to pre- 
pare th^ way, was first revealed by Jesus Christ, as a state to which 
an the former dispensations of God to man, were but as types and 
diadows, and preparatory events. 

S9. Birt^e revelation of Jesus Christ in the flesh, was but the' 
commencement of Aus great and derious work- He was the begin- 
ning of the new creation of God. He came to open the way 
of sdvaittoQ from sin; to deokre himself "the way and the truth, 

• Mark vUi. at. t l^oke xiT. 97 ' } MM.xi. 11. 

^'^ T 
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and Hie Mk^** and set an exaiaplc of rigJiteoaroewte-ttiMiilltwiviaBil^ 
fo show what his foUow^» must be, in ordw to inherit a pltoe in bla 
Kingdom. And all who beEeved on lum and reoeiTod fab testiiyiOM 
ikf in that day, became *'a kind of Erstfrmts" of Ms Kifigdoift. 

30. Jesns Christ having finished Ids personal work on the eafdbr, 
ascended to his Father; and, throi^h tiie ag«ncy of the Holf %uril, 
established the primitiye chnrch, which was te serre as a ]Mitl6m'«# 
the true order of his church in the latter dajr , but as this chupeh al^ 
terwards declined and. fell away, hie Spirit was, 1^ degreea^ wiib- 
drawn from the earth, to establkh the heaTenly older of his ]Cin|f« 
dom in the world of spirit. This was agreeable to. what he htid 
spoken to his disciples before his crucifixion: *' In my JPathat^* 
^ house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would not haTe Md 
** you. I g# t« prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepiuw 
" a place for y<»u, I will come again and receive you unto n^sc^f^ 
'* that where I am there moiy ye be also."** Benee tiie work 4^ 
Christ, after the establishment of the primitive chureh, and before he 
could make his second appearance on earth, was to pr^p«rean4 set 
in order those heavenly mansions for the reception of Aose faithfU 
souls who, dirough tibe work of the regeaerationy afaould finally be 
found prepared to inhait them. < • «. 

31. In the mean time Antichrist rose, and began to^ infuaa Jus 
^irit into the members of the christian chiu-ch, and by artfidly diac 
guising his false doctrines vrith sacred namess be so far succeeded as 
to undermine the primitive church, and establish his kingdom upoii 
the ruins thereof. In process of time he filled the world with his 
dark and benighted systems of religion j and, for sacred truth, esta- 
blished many corrupt and pernicious principles which were continual- 
ly at variance with christian purity. By these means he filled the 
earth with corruption, religious persecution, blood and fire; and 
maintained his deplorable reign for the space of twelve hundred and 
sixty years. 

32. During this long and gloomy reign of Antichrist, the only 
true spiritual work of God on earth, by which he revealed his will 
to man, was intrusted to chosen witnesses, who bore testimony to 
the purity of the primitive church, aiid condemned the depravity of 
the times, and the corruptions of those false churches which had as- 
sumed the name and authority of Christ. This period was indeed a 
gloomy night of darkness; but these witnesses, like stars in the nightt 
often broke through the gloom and gave a glimmering light to hon- 
est souls. These witnesses prophecied of the coming of Ciirist's 
Kingdom, and the great increase of the work of Gkxl in the latter 
day. And altho' amid the universal gloom which prevailed^ all 
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ippeonttcat ^eemtd far disCant; yet tlMre was still an incraasiiig 
work in the world of q>irits, by which a feondation was gradually 
pi^^paring for a nore extraordinary increase of the spiritual work of 
God on earth, than had ever taken place since the foundation of the 

. 33. But the day of fidl redemption was yet to come; the real 
tod effisduid work of winch could not be accomplished but through 
tW travel of regeneration only; and this spiritual travel could not 
iijtty take {rface till the way was pr^wred for it. When the appoinl* 
e4 tittle arrived, the way was opened, and this long predicted day 
Was (ttherad into the world; and that work which was designed to 
•stohlish the Kingdom of Christ on earth, and effect the &ial rege^ 
neratioB of souls, then commenced in very deed. Here began a 
oew and very in^rtant manifestation of Divine goodness; the great 
and last display of Qod's grace to a lost world, which superseded all 
former dispensations, to which they are but preparatory events, and in 
which M the types and shadows, and prophetic signs df the law and 
the prophets, concerning the day of redemption, began to be emi- 
^i^y fulMed* 

' .34. I^ important period having arrived, tiie work of this grei^ 
millennial day has now commenced, and is yet in its beginning; but 
His an increasing work. The Kingdom of Christ is now established 
on eailh, and his reign is begun; and henceforth he will rule and 
mgn tUl all enemies-are put under his feet; and, ** of tiie increase 
'^ of Ids government and peace there will be no end.'' 
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PAftT V. 

THE FALLING AWAY OF tHE fftlMlTlVE CHTTBCH; THE RSION OF 
ANTICHRIST, AND THE PnOGRBSSIVE RISE OF THE WITNESSES 
OF truth; ALSO, THE INCREASING NATURE OF THE WORK OF 
GOD, MANIFESTED BY DIVINE REVELATION. 

CHAPTER I. 

7%c declension of the Primitive^ Churchy and the progressiva 
rise cf Antichrist, 

1. The declension of the Primitive Church, and the rise of Anti- 
christ have been briefly alluded to in the preceding pages. But our 
limits 'SyiII not permit us to enter fully into the discussion of these sub- 
jects. We shall, however, endearor to give a brief illustration to 
the understanding of the reader. 

2. Afler Jesus Christ had finished his personal work on earth, he 
ascended to his Father, and according to his promise, he sent the 
comforter, the Holy Spirit of Truth, to lead and g^ide his followers.* 
And thro' the agency of this Spirit, which operated in the office of a 
Mother, as the bearing, nursing and comforting Spirit; and thro' the 
ministry of the apostles, the primitive church was brought forth, 
built up and established. 

3. Here was manifested that degree of purity, love^ disinterested 
benevolence and peace never before known on earth; and here the 
members with one accord, forsook the lust of the flesh and all its 
tarnal ties and relations, " the lust of the eye and the pride of life,** 
and united into onejbody, where the rich and the poor fared alike, and 
love was the bond of their union. ** All who believed were togeth- 
" er and had all things common. Neither was there any among 
" them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or hou- 

* We will here remark that the term Bdy Okosty in Greek Jl(lpCOckviTog,C<m\fortert 
ik tmr tr&nslation ia put in the maBcuIine, in the orijrhial it is in the neuter gender ; but 
its gender muftt neceMarily depend on the order of its relative nse and manifestattoii; 
bat in this text it has an evident allnsion to the work of the Mother.Spirit, and thsrsfor* 
ought toliawt iMlMk flaaed hi <he UmSiuM gender. 
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" ses, sold them ; and distribution was luade to every man according 
" as he had need. * 

4. They took no part in the civil government, bore no arms of 
war, renounced all worldly ambition, wei^ all united in faith, lived 
as brethren and sisters in Christ, had neither masters nor slaves. Thi4 
was a practical example of union and love, which the world had ne^ 
ver before witnessed. It was, therefore, the fulfilment of that pre^ 
cept of the Savior; *' By this shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to anoAer.*'t For it was evident to all 
that such a work could never be effected by all the power of nature. 
And as they lived in peace with all, they found the Savior's promise 
verified: *" Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: noi 
*• as the world giveth, give I unto you.*'i The peace which &ey 
possessed, the world never could give. 

6. These faithful souls were a' kind o^ first-fruits of tlie cred' 
tures of Gody in their true order. Hence the sacred order of the 
Church was thereby represented; and this was a pattern of the real 
work of God to be revealed in the dispensation of Christ's second 
appearing, which was then future, and which was to be made mani- 
fest when the true Church, which is his body, shall be brought to 
perfection, and his everlasting Kingdom of peace shall he esta- 
blished. 

6. Let all who sincerely desire to find tlie true Church of Christ, 
seriously consider thin pattern : for this is the o?dy true charao 
ier of the living body of Christ. Therefore, where this charac^ 
ter does not exist, there can be no true Church of Christ. Tho» ma- 
ny admit that there has been a great falling away from the upright- 
ness of the primitive church; yet they suppose that a true Church 
has still existed on earth, through all ages, since the days of the apos- 
tles, descending in a regular line of succession from the apostolic 
Church; particularly in those associations which are styled orthodox. 
Were this really so, the -Divine l^irit of a pure and holy God must 
have chosen a very contaminated medium to convey the pure waters 
of lift from Hb pure and holy fountain, which he never wiH do. 

7. But all who trust in such a conveyance, will most certainly 
find that all those churches, so called, where the above described 
pattern and character are not found, ever have and ever will prove 
like those broken cisterns that cannot contain the pure waters of life. 
Such churches are not the work of the Divine Spirit; but are of hu- 
man invention, formed by those who have forsaken the true God, Ifae 
fountain of living waters, and have hewed out cisterns accord^ 
to their own natural wisdom, and contain nothing better than cor- 
rupt waters of Antichrist. All such wiH be recorded in the earthly 

t Sm Aets ii. 44. h iv. 94, S8. t Joho siu.35. | Jolui ziv. 87. 
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^Hea nature, and uot in &e heavenly order, according^ to the word 
of the Lord by the prophet Jeremiah.* 

8. Thosp who suppose that Grod has always had a true church on 
earth, ever since the first appearing of Christ, and who expect to find 
the. Older and power of the primitive church solely by the revelation 
given in that day, will, in the event, most certainly be disappoinjbed. 
It appears evident from the predictions of Jesus Christ and Ms apostles, 
that they foresaw a time coming when the order and power of the 
church would be lost from ofif the face of the earth; and theiefore 
could not be known or found by any people whatever. Jesus testi- 
fied to his disciples, saying, " The days will come, when ye shall 
** desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not 
**. see it. Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, 
** or there; believe it not. Take heed that ye be not deceived: for 
,-' many will come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the tinie 
** draweth near: go ye not therefore after them.''t 

9. These testimonies of the Lord Jesus evidently alluded to the 
time of Antichrist's dominion; and if Christ had any true church on 

.earth, at that time he must certainly have been in it; because his 
church is his body in which he dwells, and of which he is the head 
and life. Those therefore, who are the real members of that body, 
can say in truth, ** Christ is our life.'* Hence they can say truly, 
** Lo, here is Christ 1 and such might be followed with the greatest 
propriety. ** Be ye followers of me, even as I am of Christ;'* 
saith ttie apostle .t But if there ever was a time on earth when none 
could say in truth, ** Lo, here is Christ;" and consequently hone could 
depend upon such a testimony; then it is certain that Christ had not, 
Jit that time, any true church on earth. Again: St. Paul saith, "Let 
** no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, 
** except fliere come a falling away first, and that man of sin be re- 
" vealed."^ This is a clear proof that the apostle foresaw that the 
church would fall away, and that Antichrist would have his reign, 
before the day of Christ's second coming. 

10. It has been generally admitted that there was a falling away, 
and that Antichrist has had his reign; but that Christ had no true 
church on earth during that period, will hardly be acknowledged hy 
any one of the churches of Antichrist; because such an acknowledg- 
ment would implicitly condemn all these churches as counterfeits. 
** But the tree is known by its fruits." And certcdn it is, that if the 
predictions of Christ, on this subject have ever been fulfilled, then 
there was a time when he had no true church on earth. This period 
may easily be ascertained by an impartial examination of ecclesias- 

• Jor. ii. 13, & xnl 13 t Matt. xxiv. 33— JAike xvii. 38, and aai» 8. 

1 1 Cor. xi. 11. i 2 Than. u. 3. 
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ticalhk^rjt vMch devekipes ag«9 oi conttoye&y and strife^ ffi 
iind violence, tyraimy and persecution^ war and bloodsbed^ lieenr- 
tiousnesa and ^^bauchery, and every species of crime, comBiittod 
^nder the authority and by the sanction of thes^ proleasedly cbristiaD 
Churches, and which sufficiently prove that Christ was not there. 
^ ll. The fsdling away of the primitive Church, and the prevailii^ 
influence and ascendancy of Antichrist, was progressive and ^^raduaL 
Ages passed away before the sanctuary was completely defiled, and 
the Holy City efifectually trodden under foot by the fallen nature of 
man, in the Gentiles, and the real reign of Antichrist fully estab&h- 
ed.. The spirit of Antichrist early began to operate among the pro- 
fessors of Christianity, especially in those ** deceitful workers** whtt 
corrupted the doctrines of the gospel, with' a view to aocommodate 
(hem to the carnal principles of nature, and to^ the ambition, pride 
hud popularity of the world. 

12. It appears that the principal labor of these *' deceitful w«r]E>- 
ers," was to explain away the practical part of the precepts and ex- 
kmptes of Christ, by teaching that they could not become like C^iristy 
in this World; but they might be his followers^ and be justified in 
following the rudiments of the world. They also perverted the doer 
trines of Christ and his apostles, by veiling them in mysteries unm- 
telligible to common capacities. By thus placing the gospel in mys- 
tery, they could accommodate it to their carnal views^ and render 
(t popular with tbe learned world, and secure their interest and sope 
port in it. , 

13. Thus Antichrist, which impUes a spirit against Christ, under 
the christian name and profession, first began his work in the 'primif« 
tive Church, even in the days of the aposfles, as is evident i»y their 
iealous labors and warnings against his works. *^ For many walk, 
" of whom I have often told you, even weeping, that they are ttka 
** enemies of the cross of Christ."* " Know ye not that the un-> 
^' righteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not dficeiv* 
'* ed !"t Such deceivers are '* ministers of Satan, assuming to be 
" ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their 
" works."* 

14. Yet these deceivers of the kingdom of Antichrist, teach that 
t£e unrighteous can inherit the kingdom of God, tkro^ the merits of 
Christ, And this is the doctrine which has been taught ever sincQ 
the christian profession has become popular in the worid; and this 
doctrine has been handed down through all the branches of those 
popular establishments called orthodox churches^ to this day. 

15. They generally and confidently teach that no soul can, bjc 
any grace or power which they could receive by the gospel, ever be 

♦ Philip. Ui. 18. * llCor.vI.O. 1 9 Cor. id: IS 
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^idiie. to live-free from tin in Him life; btit that Haty can be saved bf 
tlieir faith iemdprofefflion, through the righteousness and atoAement at 
^esue Christ This is the complete doctrine of Antichrist; and to all 
,wachy however high their profession, the testimony of Christ is, and 
ever will be, " Depart from me ye workers <^ iniquity, for I llaiow 
" you not."* 

. 16. It is evident from the testimony of St. John^ that the ^irit of 
Antiphrist had begun to wmk, and had gained much power in his 
day. '* Aaye have heard that Antichrist shall come, even so now 
*^ there are many Antichrists.'' Diotrephies, one of the ministers of 
Antichrist, had gained such ascendancy, that he would not receive 
the brethren, who, in the name of God, went forth, taking notlung oi 
the Gentiles. This lover of pre-eminence not only refused to receive 
4be brethren, but forbid them that would, and cast them out of the 
Church. And it appears that nodiing except the personal pre- 
sence of St. John c^d control his power .t Those brethren would 
take nothing of the Gentiles to render the religion of Cluist popular 
in the eyes of the world, and accommodate it to worldly princif^es'. 
This Aistichrist could not ending : for the whole labor and deagn of 
Antichrist was popularity and pre-eminence. 

17. According to the records of ecclesiastical history, after the 
decease of the apostles and those faithful ministers who were their 
immediate successors,' and who maintained in a good degree, amid 
BQenes of opposition and persecution, the primitive purity Of those 
I»rinciples by which Christianity was first planted, little room re« 
nained for the pure go^>el. But afterwards in consequence of a re- 
laxation of these first principles by the members, the Cluirch began 
Id decline towards the world. 

18. Many of the Gentiles embraced Christianity by profession. 
Among these were men eminent for natural wisdom, literary talents, 
and even learned philosophers. These obtained great influence in, 
tiie chorch, and thereby brought in various mysteries pertaining to 
tiie religions of the Gentile nations, particularly those in high repute 
for th^ wisdmn and learning. These were mysteriously blended 
with the doctrines of Christ and the aposties. 

19. From this soinrce originated the doctrine of the lenity, or 
tlnree persons in one Giod, all in the masculine gender. Also the* 
doctrine of the Ihcekarist^ or the mysterious ceremony of the bread 
and wine, called one of the sacraments, about which there has been 
maoh tiieologieid contention and scenes of bloodi^ied among its vari- 
ous advocates. But these mysterious names are not to be found lAt 
the scriptures; nor have we any divine authority for the doctrines 
they maijitain. Thai usually called Tht Lord^s S-upper^ was given 

•SMSfattTii. S8. 1 9e« 1 John U. 18, and iU. John 9-10. 
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simply as a sign'or 8)rmbel of the sufferings of -Gma^y ^xm. iieaf -ttl * 
hand, and as a figure to teach his disciples the importance of be^ 
oemmg one with himy and with eaoh other, in love and uniotv in 
thinc^ temporal and spiritual. 

m. From the same source also, the then fallen church received 
the name of Catholic or Umv&rBal Church, and her doors wers^ 
<$pened to all ranks classes and orders of men, upon their pn^essiona 
fk Cluisttanity, with no essential reformation in the manner of their 
lives, except in outward forms and ceremonies, and the acknowl^ 
edgement of creeds and religious confessions of human invention* 
And this has been the general practice in all the churches that have 
originated from and maintained the fundamental piinciples of thi^ 
self-exalted and self-denominated Catholic Church, 

21. From Jews and Gentiles they adopted high. sounding titles 
and splendid equ^mients to dignify thdr ecclesiastical leadeiS) thajk 
they might stand on an equality with the magistrates and seculat-ru-? 
lers of the nations. Even the name of clergy and clergymen weiB 
derived from the same source, and is wholly unscriptural. From 
the same soiu*ce they also adopted a multitude of splendid rites and 
poBspous ceremonies, designed and (as they naturally supposed) cal* 
Guteted to excite the veneration and attract the homage of the igno- 
rant and superstitioas multitude, who were readily deceived and at* 
tvaeted by delusive appearances. 

22. Thus the way wa^ progressively prepared for tiie profesaon 
•f Christianity to be blended with the spirit and principles of the 
world. The object of Antichrist was then effected, which was to 
unite Church and State, and combine the civil, military, and ec- 
clesiastical powers together; and finally to establish their grand 
confederacy under one universal, ecclesiastical hierarchy. 

23. During the first two cenluries we have no account that any 
professor of the Christian name ever held an office in 4he civil go* 
vemment; nor was the incongruous title of a christian soldier known 
during that period. But during the third century, the learned Tep- 
tullian, in his Apology for the Christians, could tell the Emperor 
that " there were Christians in the Senate, in the camp and in the 
'* armies." In short, it evidently appears that at this last period, 
tiiere could be christian rulers, christian officers and soldiers to bear ' 
&e arms of war and shed human blood, and Christians to aa^ae^e 
alt the purposes of woridly government 

24. And this antichristian principle has been handed down among 
the great mass of christian professors to this day. What then could 
hinder the church and the world from being united in one -epkit ? 
And what could prevent all the corrupt passions of nature, lustrprida; 
ambition, and the most heaven daring impiety and cruel tyranny 
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horn pwn^U&ag imcler the cliriBtian profesiion, and in this^rery bcH 
som of this corrupt church ? 

26. These corruptions, we learn from the most authentic histmy, 
continued to increase from this time forth, and paved the way for 
Ibat cruel and bloody tyrant Oonstantine, ander a Christian {ut^fes- 
iion, to fight his way to the imperial throne, through scenes of Mood 
and carnage, shocking to hiunanity, and then to be acknowledged, 
with all his cruelty, the head of Ae Christian Church, m called. 
Tbenegfreeable to the desifns of Antichrist, he set about remodeling 
fee government of the church, to correspond with the secular govem- 

. tnent of the empire. And this order has been handed down and 
fiaaintained l>y nearly aH the great branches of the CSuisttan world, 
so called, both catholics and protestants."^ 

' 26. It is evident that afler the above mentioned estabtidbment, 
and th^corresponding creeds and systems of faith, adopted by tiie 
self-styled orthodox councils, very little of tiie pure principles of 
flie gospel had an abiding place on eart^; tho' there were for a 
time, some honest souls in the great body of the church, who labor-* 
ed hard to support a good degree of the primitive principles in the 
diurch at large. But Antichrist soon began to reject such inteitned- ' 
dflera from his dominions; and he soon overcame them, so that they 
wei^ either compelled to submit to the popular religion, or be dnv- 
en out as heretics and troublers of tiie will and arbitrary powtit of 
ftaa hierarchy, falsely styled the Church of Christ. 

27. This was the origin of those scattered denominations whieb 
have been handed down through succeeding ages, by ecclesiastidd 
writers as heretics, and their names and characters treated with in- 
fymy, Afler this motley combination of Heathen, Jewish, and Chris- 
tian doctrines and principles, was established in the Catholic Church, 
and those called heretics driven out. The real retgn and dominion 
of Antichrist then commenced. 



CHAPTER JI. 

The period of the reign of Antichrist and its ^ectSyillustrai^ 
by the concurrefnce of ecdesiastieal history y and proved by the 
. pr-oph€tic times of the prophet Daniel. 

h Great pains have been taken, and much labor bestowed by 
teamed expositcws and ecdesiasUcal writers, to fix the period of the 

* See Motheim^s Ecde. Hist Vol. i. page 312, &o., and Lardner's, Vol. !▼• 172 to 
17«. 
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Mtfa-o^'AiitioMBt, and to find tiie tim^ of ft^ comraencemeiit: mtui 
many periods have been assigned to that event. But tbis> to say the 
ItMt, #hoW8 tiie uncertainty of tkeif calculations. This difficulty 
ariMS from the yarious periodi in the declension of the churchr tha^ 
•V0 noted in history, in which Antichiist gained ah increasing ascen- 
4Micy. But it ought to be understood that these were particular eras 
kk &e progress of his victorious career, to the ultimate supremacy of 
bit power, and the establishment of his reig^. ^ 

2. There are also periods tnarked in the Old Testament which var* 
rious writers, with some appearance of propriety, have considered ai 
t^ commeiiGdment of certain prophetic events, which in the view ol 
others, leaves the whc^ uncertam. Yet one thing is certain, tbat is, 
there can be but one true period from Which to commence this cal- 
cidatlon of any prc^hetic event; all' other calculations, tho' never so 
pbMsiblo, may be ni^lified by others eqiially plausible; hvA M ttne' 
period, when found, canhot be disannulled. 

S* Certain it is, tiiat neither the most learned nor the most wh^ 
aaiohg n^Mals, that ever existed under the veil of antichristian dark^' 
nessj never did and never can, fully comprehend the mysteries and 
*times which Divine Wisdom Ims veiled in typical figures and pro- 
phet numbersw For tiie nature of these events bekig conc^ed. 
fiwm ^ view of man, those who have attempted to make the cafcu-^ 
latioR, were unable to dhicern '* those times and seasons which God^ 
put in his own power:" and hence they "have always failed in their 
aUtfApts. Evto tlfe prophet Daniel Itself was unable to compre- 
hend the nature and event of those things' which were represented to., 
b»n In ihh vision. This appears evident fi^m his own testimony. 

4^ *'ABd I healed, but I understood nott then said I, O my Lord^ ' 
'* what ^11 be the end of these thmgs? And he said, Go thy way 
'^ Daniel: (or the'woMs are closed up mid sealed till the time of the 
** ©nd. Many shall be purified and made white, and tried; but the 
*' wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall under- ' 
*' stand; but the wise shall understand .-^But go thou thy way till 
'* the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of 
•*• the days."* 

5, Thus it appears that these things were " closed up and sealed 
tin the time of the end.'' It was therefore impossible that the pre- 
dScKons rekting to these events, should be understood, as to tiieir 
ittture and ^bstance, or the period of their accomplishment, tin the 
time of God's appointment; and even then, they coidd be knoWfl only 
by the revelation of God. When the seals were taken off, and the ' 
book of Bhrine fovebtion was opened, then these predictions wjiich 
were deiiverad to the prophet Daniel, and aflerWaiids renewed bf 

♦ tkuixa: 9,0, 10*13. - 
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^^nift Ohnflt^ 99d mgm ppofiivi^ l^ tbe vigpl to J<M, coi^Ate 
clearly s«en aod understood, but not before. And it U but xeasoaa^ 
ble to 6ij[ppo^ tM this revelation would first be ouids to those whot 
Were in the real work of God, and wboifi minds were «ntig^tened h^ 
tbe Divine manifestations which succeeded these events. These 
things h&yii>g now been revealed by the light of JXvine Tru^ and 
4)e events clearly seen ^d understood, they may be pointed out ami 
illustrated, agreeable lo ancient predictions, and oonfinned by tfacr 
e¥€Mits recorded in history. 

6. Tho' the spirit of Antichrist b«g»n to noAnifest itself in cthat 
apostles' days, as appears evident from theii* writings; yet k was 
maqy pges before it gained so much ascendancy as to exclude tha 
tTjue and fa^tful witnesses of God and followers of Christ from the 
temple. When this was efiectually done, then the disciples ai An^ 
chiist, ^ih great sse^l, set about modeling the i^ecepts and doctrinea 
ijf Jesus Christ and his apostles to £uit their own carnal views^ And^ 
as the practical doctrines of the cross of self-denial w«re the most 
otuu^ous to the spirit of Anticlnrist, t^ ^t object wasto pervwat 
t|iese doctrines in such a manner as to render fte cross of CMst inn 
eljectual. 

, 7. This was done by si^bstituting the form of a woodenxroai ii^ 
t|ie {dace pf practical self-denial, and nudung the riiow id B«MgioA 
supply the place of the reality. Henoe when the EmpeiOT Constant 
tine assumed the christian name^ he fffimxed such a cross for his stan*' 
dard, under which he prosecuted bis bloody wars, and fought his wa^« 
t9 the throne. Similar devices were fi>cmed to supplant every thing 
that bore the marjc o( christian purity and simplicity, till the views 
oC i^cbrist were Mly accomi^bed, and the sanctuary itself, with 
«[[ery thioff belongbg to it, was completely trqdden under £oot 

8. % recuniog to ecclesiastical history, we find the year M? 
mi^e^ as. the peijod in which the reid lei^ of Antichrist CMnnsanfr* 
ed. For in the year 451^ the emperor Maroianus yielded to «tba* 
d«dnand of. Lao, bishop of Rome, and caUed a g^eneral eooksiadieat 
council, which a former emperor had refused. In this council the 
decrees of a &Mrmer general council were abrogated, and an epistle 
of f^ wa» a^oph^ as a nde of &^, whiah (says Moshaim) isiat 
this time, ahnost generally reo&ffedt and was tbon ioouleatad uptm 
tl|pse,ca}led ChriJians, hut ^H)o» in reaUty, ware the sub^iects oi Jtorl 
tichrift This eiwstle taught, as a rule of taith, that v la Chriat». 
two distinct ^t^ues were united In one penoa, and ihat withaut aogr; 
c|)^nf!e» mixture ^ CffViAiaoa." 

9. '* Many of the ecclesiastical doctors of^xmed this doctBna;4)id. 
Hm ^Bqman ffit^f^ frcimperiar I0 them all, in waalfth sBulpsMfcr, Mr 
\j a^ded new degpnees of inAMMe to the Roman See, randaiedii 
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OMcy.'' Hero we^fiad tiie ongin ot tUs MiidinbttmMdoetriiifl «f 
ttoo <2M|tnc^ iuUuru in Christ, so genenUy mainUdii^ by*tbe r** 
pttted ortiiodox profeston of Cfadstiamty, not ffom Christ, but from 
Leo, the dtait soverei^ prince of Antichrist 

10. Historians assert that in the year 456, the Roman esipipo 
was overrun by the 3orbarians. It appears, however, that thiserasi 
was no obstacle to the rising dominion of the Roman poaiiff; bnl 
lather contribi^)ad to its advancement. '* For when the hafbariu 
kings, who had invaded the empire, perceived the subjecbon of te 
multitude to the bidiops, and the dependence of the bishops upovtba 
Roman pontiff, they resolved to reconcile this sovereign nrf^ to their 
interests, hy loading him with benefits and honors of various Idndt*^ 
By* tins means they designed to strengthen their own powers jmd m» 



> 11. To this we may add that in the year 457, the emperor Maiv 
<Banus died. Hence it must appear evident that thc>re remaiBed ntf 
power in the empire, that could rise in the public estima^n to m 
equal degree of dignity and power with the art&l Roman penliff. 
But it took several years lo comf^te this professed i^slem of ftotlii 
the time may be dated about 460« For it will readily be pereeir^ 
•d that his ecclesiastical power and mfluence was almost uidimited. 
And the barbarian kings whose power and dominion had risen uj^ 
by the conquest of the empire, were in process of time, brought vat- 
^ the power of the papal authority, and aeknowle^^;ed itatfupm^^ 
maey^ 

12. Thus the reign of Antichrist commenced in thesupfemac^ 
of the papid power. For it is generally agreed and cannot be dia* 
pillad that his real rdgn began at that perM. And this is i ndeed 
the only p^iod which, upon critical examination, will bear the lest 
of its beginning and end; and which can be proved by a coasislenl 
caieulation <^ the prophetic tkaes noticed in the acr^Aures. AH oAp 
et cakidataons are liable to be disputed; but the truth wiH'stna^ 
and the better it is understood, the more clearly wfll the evidenceef 
it appear. 

^ 13. From this periodic papal power was so far established, fat 
it GontiByed to grow and increase from one degree to another^ 
unty it arrived at unlimited siq^emaey. But H. ikppears that tiie 
hhdiop of Bmo»i did not at thai time, nor tall many years ailiMrwar^' 
reeeive the title of Universal Bishop, for the hii^Mp of Conslantf" 
asplolong dispotod this title with hiioa; aadai tioM fan power re- 
ceived a temporary cheek, and was, in'Some> degree, cof^roUed ^ 
the emperors. 

• 14. Bnt in the end» aH. tfMse mdwwm eventteeived only to e^ 
va(te the ^gnity and confirm and eskiUish the pow^of the Roman 
pemifl. . Thagr-^mia in^edhiit ttiajMitBMl i 
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Ifil and «oclMia$ticftl powerSi and between tibe minislers of AnH^ 
elunust who, Biotrephes-like, were irtruggling' for ibe preemkmice. 
. 16. But the popes fim^y gained the yick»y in every struggle; of 
fx>urse their power gradually gained the ascendancy, until th^ final* 
ly rose to the full supremacy, both in cii41 and ecclesiastical power, 
kigher than any power on earth. The pope was acknowledged oa 
universal In^iop by the highest civil powers on earth, who yielded 
dMdiesce to hkn in that capacity. Hence his power and in^ence 
was gpradualiy increased, till at length he also became a temporal 
Mprereign, and ruled .both church and state with unlimited sway. 
: 16. From this period, *' The Man of Sin'*''^ was estabMthed mi* 
4er the profes^on of Cluistianity, and sat in the temple of God^ 
showing that he was the god of mankind, yea, of those who had beeft 
called by the gospel of Christ, and united as members of his Cfaureh, 
to be the temple of the living and true Gbd. Thus the temple of 
GhrktiaBity on eM*th became defiled;! therefore €k>d in Christ for- 
sook it, and cast off this polluted temple. Then was *' the abomi- 
m&mi of desolation setup, which stood where it ought not," for the 
i^MUse of 1260 years. This was ic^etold by Jesus Christ.^ Here he 
gave a special caution: '* Let him that readeth understand." 

- 17. Some have supposed that this alluded to the destruction of the 
Jewish temple, and to the desolation of their state by the Romans. 
But whoever justly considers the rebellious wickedness of that nation, 
aad their sacrilegious persecution of Jesus Christ and his true M" 
lowers, must at once see that their judgment was just upon them, 
•ndjtfaat Aeir desolation, instead of standing where it aught rvot^ did, 
vsL strict justice, stand where the desolation of such co-workers ne^ 
oessarily rsust stand. 

18* But if it was, in this manner to be Ikerally fulfilled, why was 
thia caution given, *^* Let him that readeth understand ?" winch evi- 
danlly shows -that it woidd be something that would be Uable to*^ 
OMsaaderstood when the evei^ should take place, wMch proved itt^ 
daed to be the caae. For when the abominaMon of Anik^hrist was 
set up in the church, very few understood it; and those few who did 
Boderstand, and who testified against these abominations, were 
obl%ed to flee from this oorrupt city and t^otiple, to the mountains, 
and into the wildemess, as did those Jews who understood the time 
if the deaoktion of Judea and the destruction of the temple. Aa 
ateted by JMephus. 

-19. This was figurative of the events which had been predicted 

Irf ClflMt andthe pr^^bets, and were to take ^ace in spiritual Jtidea, 

and in the temple or church of Christ's first appearing. When this 

was dTectad, and those who imdo'stood ^ Sarior's wanung had 

i - ■ ' 
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fladracconyb^ to ins diveotions, tiien did the Holy %»irit of Wisdom, 
which had (^rrtt m the church, as the bearings and comforting ^irit, 
lee into the wHdemess, and was M. aod ^ept aUve, on earth, by the 
MTelation of God, in Uiese scattered witnesses of taruth, and dwelt in 
them as a iqiirit of revelation, during the whole time of the wilimited 
Mign of Anticlffist. For this reason the Dragon was never aUe 
wholly to exterminate the testimony of truth from the earth. 

20. At the same time, the Divine Spirit of Christ, which watf 
home by the Eternal Mother Wisdom, wlach had dwelt in fte 
church, in the masculine order, as the Fath^, was caught up to God 
and his throne.^ Here he set in order his kingdom in the spiritual 
wwrld, and prepared the way for his Second Ooming, in and widk 
the VLofy Bride, who is the Daughter and true i^presentative of Eter- 
nal Wisdom. This was to take place when the way should be made 
leady by the war of Michael and his angels, against the Dragon and 
his angels; when the Dragon should be cast out with his (»ew, so 
that they could not dwell on sacred ground and corrupt the heaven^ 
Older of the church. Then, and not before, could foil sahiUian be 
proclainied by fbe ccHnplete revelation of Christ, in the overcoming 
power of his Uood, which is his divine Hfe. 

21. When the falling away was completed, and the supremacy of 
tile pi^ power was established; the popes professed to stand in tiie 
place and stead of Jesus Christ, and to be his vicegerents on earth. 
But if we are to believe the character and woiiES ascribed to them, 
by eccIesMtftieal writers, must they not appear in ^ eyes of candid 
and judicious pe<^le as the most impious and heaven daring blas- 
phemers ? The following very brief quotations may suffice. 

22. Robinson, speaking of the chief rulers of this UTnivers^ 
dbttrcki says, ^' Of the shiners it may be truly affirmed, ^t they 
** were sinners of size; for it would be difficult to mention a crime 
** which they did not commit."! And Modietm says, '* The histm^ 
'^ of the Roman pontiflb that lived in tiiis [tenth] century, k a lu^storjr 
'^ of so many monsters, and not of men, and exhibits a hOTrible serilfS 
** of the most flagitious, tremendous, and complicated crimes, as stll* 
" writerr unanimously confess.''^ 

23. Nor do we find it much better in any age, tifter the govern-' 
nent e^thb diurcfa became supreme in the popes. For ecclesiastic 
oal. wrilM^ inform us that the Antiehristian Hierarc^ was by them ' 
organized and establidied. This appears truly describedin the Reve- 
lalions aa, " That great dty winch reigned over ttie kings of &e 
eMrtii.^ ^* Qrsai JSalnflon, the motk^ of hm^oits tmd ukt/mhuh' 
Htnt^ the ecfrth.^^ 

* Tkw w«t the man child attnded to in the vimoa. S«e Rev. xii. 5 and ooirwd. 
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CHAP. II.] T5S KBSmX OF ▲NTlCHSnT AXD fS8 »VBCt«. 

24. H^ chaiaeter. b eonfimied by the concumng testimony 6f 
ecclesiastical writers, both Catholic: and Protestant, who have de« 
scribed the whole Catholic Hierarchy as the most abominable theatre 
of every species of enormity that could be named. Unrestrained 
li»t, the most obscene debauchery, the most perfidious treachery, 
and the most unbounded luxury, pride and ambition, together w^h 
the mosit horrid tyranny and shocking cruelties, by racks asad tortures 
ever exhibited on earth, were practiced under the cloak of Chris- 
tianity, and perpetrated with impunity, under the pretended seal of 
%9 Court of Heaven. With these crimes were connected the sacri- 
legious practice of granting indulgences, for money, to commit the 
most atrocious crimes that the mind of man could conceive. 

25. In order to propagate this catholic faith, which proceeded 
from this corrupt hierarchy, holy wars were declared, and militaiy: 
expeditions undertaken, called crusades. These, of course, excited 
persecutions, which, in various ways, have spread their influence 
thro' the four quarters of the known world. Bif^ thes^ means the 
earth was filled with such scenes of devastation, blood and carnage^ , 
that it seemed as tho' the human race must have been nearly exter- 
minated, had not the grand division called the Reformation, sprung 
nip, in the kingdom of Aniichrist itself, which weakened its destruc- 
tive power and checked its prevailing influence. 

26. In this catholic hierarchy, creeds and confessions of faith and 
other articles of belief were progressively matured, fcnmed and esta^- 
blushed to bind the conscience and fetter the principles of their Chris- 
tianity; and these weie imposed upon the people and made the founr 
dation of their religion. These human creeds and religious confess 
sions of Antichrist have been handed down from one generation to 
anpther even to this day. . These are the fundamental principles of: 
that religion which constitutes the popular Christianity of the na*' 
tions; and these» with UtUe variation, have prevailed and still prevaft 
in the great body of what is called the christian world. 

27. For notwithstanding those called Protestants have rejected th« 
supremacy of the Pope; yet they maintain the same established te- 
nets in many points, as their foundation; nm have they rejected the 
pnnciples of pride, which constitute their vaki titles, nor their con- 
teotion and strife, war and bloodshed, by which their Catholic an- 
cestors were governed. These principles UaAy^ do not consider in- 
cofftsi&pmi with their pit^fession of religion; but with them raidntaift 
that the Kingdom of Christ and the Kingdom of this world, in all 
these |>ointa« may oonsistently be united in one. 

28. The ministerial orders of their churches have also been hiin-» 
ded down through a regular succession, by ordination fh>m tiie ca- 
tholic emurch. Therefore they cannot in truth, deny that their 
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diurches are the leg^ittinate daughters of the catholic hierarchy, 
which thejr call the church of Antichrist and the kingdom of the 
^east* 

29. We would now call upon the candid of all professions, to 
consider well the preceding facts, which cannot, in truth, be dispu- 
ted; and- then ask tbemselres this question; can the pure stream 
of Christianity be handed down through such a corrupt medium ? 
Or is it possible that a true church could, have existed on earth, thra' 
all these dark ages of Antichrist ? Will not every rational mind, 
and every principle of virtue in the soul of man, revolt at the idea? 

30. We are far from wishing to stigmatize the character or the 
faith of any denomination. We doubt not that in all ages, even in 
the darkest periods of Antichrist's dominion, among both Catholics 
and Protestants, there were many sincere souls, who have endeavored 
to walk according to their best light; and such ever were and ever will 
be noticed by divine mercy and favor. 

31. But darkness had covered the earth and gross darkness the 
people ^"^ so that none could comprehend the true light. And tliisdark* 
nes6 will continue so long as they remain under these false prini^- 
ples. Our design is to show the utter impossibility of having the 
pure religion of Christ flow through such a corrupt medium, and that 
it is evident from the records of ecclesiastical history, that the popu- 
lar Christianity of the world has descended from the catholic hierar^ 
chy ; and we have endeavored tp unveil the mystery of iniquity, and 
present it in its true colors to the candid and honest mind. It is, how- 
ever, but justice to remark, that the Catholics have maintained in 
some respects, more of the outward order of the primitive church 
than the Protestants. But in whatever forms either of these great 
parties have appeared, they evidently have supported the leading 
principles of the fallen world; hence their forms were but ** the form 
of godliness, but denying the power.'' See 2 Tim. iii. 5. 

32. Let it be clearly understood that the real reign of the papal 
power commenced about the year 457; and the scenes of tyranny 
and percution which followed, for many ages^ to enforce obedience 
to their bloody religion, evidently mark this period as the days of 
desolation, and the intolerant reign of Antichrist. 

33. The closing period of this feign is pointed out in the visions 
of the prophet Daniel, and by reckoning from the date of the vision, 
may easily be found. The question was asked, *' How long shall 
"'. be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgressioD 
*' of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trod*- 
*' den under foot ? And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and 
** .ihree hnndred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. "t This 

• Isa. be. 2. t Daii. viii. 13, 14. 
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tiaion is dated S6A yean before Christ; and aAowing 2300 prophe- 
tic days to signify so many years, which is generally admitted, we 
have the time from the date of the prophecy to the cleansing of the 
Anctuary. Then by taking 553 from 2300 leaves 1747 for tiie 
year of the christian era when the cleansing of the sanctuary was to 
commence, and when the testimony of truth and all sacr«d things 
were no longer to be trodden under foot by the unlimited dominion 
and.persecuting power of Antichrist. 

34 Again: The duration of this reign of Antichrist is given in 
anotiier vision, and which also confirms the preceding calculation. 
" And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and 
*< the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thou- 
'* sand two hundred and ninety days." These are with propriety 
caUed the days of desolation, being the period in which the true 
cfainrch of Christ, or suictuary of God, was trodden under foot. 
These days, like the former, signify so many years. Then by add- 
ing these 1290 years of desolation to 457, (the year of their com- 
mencement under Pope Leo, as before stated,) we have 1747 for the 
year in which these days of desolatiim were to end. This agrees ex- 
actly with the former calculation, and each one confirms the other. 



CHAPTER III. 

The Mise and Progress of the Witnesses of Truths that propheci- 
ed during the long night of antiehristian darkness, together 
with a brief calaiUUion of prophetic scriptures alluding to 
these periods and the eveMs. 

I. In the Revelations of John we find the folllowing testimony: 
*^ And there was given me a reed like unto a rod : and the Angel 
'* stood, saying, Rise and measure the temple of God, and the altar, 
'* and tiiem that worship therein. But the court which h without the 
*' temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gen- 
** files; and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two 
*' months.t And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they 
'^ shall prophecy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, cloth- 
*'-ed in sackcloth.'*^ Tliis measuring had reference to the period of 
time in which that order of primitive Christians existed who worship- 
ed God in the inner court of the temple, or in other words, who re- 

YVhiM revelation could not anode to the Jewish temple, except as a figure : for both 
t)ie city and its temple were destroyed about 25 years before the revelation was given : 
it evidently alluded to the primitive church} which was the spiritual temple of God. 
tRev. zi If S, 3. 
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jeetodt the workt oT Hm flesh, and worriiiped Qod^ in fte spicily aad 
Mpacated tfaemselvM from the course and fiiettdslBp o€ the wcnM. 

2. But the question wiQ nalnraUjr anse, Wha wete thew two wit* 
ftegses t and for what purpose weia tiiey sent ? As our limits wiH 
not permit us to enter folly into the cKscossion^ of this sidijecti otir le-^ 
marks must be brief* 

3. During the long retga of anticlirti^ian darkntssv God aiw^ns 
had his faithful witnesses, through whom he dispensed a^ svffisieol 
portion of Hg^ to preserve the world from totail darkness aad titki. 
Many such were raised ups ftom time to tirtns, to wbom God ra«ed^ 
ed himself by his Spirit, who always bore testimony agauiet sin, and 
in whom was the only divine light then, manifesled on the earth. 
Th^ were called &e two witnesses, because they were choecmi fiem 
the two sexes, male and female,, and became their testimony points 
ed to the two great dispensatkms of the gospei, the first and second 
appearing of Christ. They were to prophesy 1260 years (in- pto- 
pfaetic language caHed days) '* clothed in sackclolh«" This d ai M l ss 
the duration of their testimony under a state of darkness and noam^ 
ing. And this is an evidence that Glmal could not have been with 
them during that period: for his presence would have dispelled^ 
darkness and mourning from them. *' Can the children of the bride- 
chamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them?" 

4. The testimony of these witnessess commenced at the treadmg 
down of the holy city, by the Gentiles^ under the dominion of Anti- 
christ. These gentiles having obtained full possession of the outer 
court of the spiritual temple of God, the way into the tem^ was 
shut; of course there could be no entrance into the holy {^aoe. While 
the primitive church stood in its purity, it constitttted the Mving tem- 
ple of God, where souls could find an entance into* the sanctuary of 
holiness, and offer their spiritual sacrifices upon the holy altar. 

6, But when this church fell away, and came under the dominion 
of Antichrist, then the spirit of the world in the fiedlen nature of i 
(called by the angel the Gentiles,) under the government of 
Christ, took full possession of every thing that belmiged te the church, 
which was caUed the holy eityj «nd corrupted taad tsod it under foot. 
%t the spirit of holiness, and the true s^ritual order of tiie chueeh 
were shut from ^m, and were henceforth inaccessible to mm. 
Therefore, during the reign of Antichrist, there could be no trae 
church of Christ on earth: for if «ich a church had then existed, that 
church would have been the true temple of God, and man> ec^d huw 
had access to it. • 

0. When that measure was fiilfilled by which the temple and the 
ahar were raeasined, according to the direction oi the an^eU timi 
was fulfilled the vision of Daniel the pnqpih^t: ** I beheld, and (tie 
'* same horn made war with &e saints, and prevailed against them. 
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" m^ the Aneieiit' of days cnme, imd judgment was gWen to tiie 
'* saints of the Most High.''^ As the- saints, or true wcnrshipers of 
€k>d, irere exciMed from the temple and the idtar during the r^gn 
^ Antichrist; so these two witnesses prophecied, '* clothed in sack- 
dotbi" during that period. And as the temple was shut, and the 
true sancttmry trodden undler foot; so tibere was no light of God on 
earth except in these witnesses; and wherever they appeared and 
bore testimony againrt the c<HTUptions of a false church, and tbo 
bloody religion of a degenerate world, they were followed by the 
crael asniii of persecution, and ail the power of this beastfy hieracfay 
M^bS exerted to extoimnate them from off the face of the earth, 
"[j^ese witnesses continued to rise^ from time to time, in the power of 
tiieur divi&e testimony, and were as continually exposed and oppress- 
ed by the power of persecution, during the whole period of An^ 
Christ's reign. 

7. The testutiotty of these witnesses pointed both to the first and 
second appearing of Christ. They bore testimony to the precepts 
ajqd example of Jesus Christ, and to the purity of primitiye GSiris- 
tianity; and plainly testified against the doctrines of Antichrist, the 
reMgkm of the timesi, and the degeneracy of the world. They also 
foretold the second coming' of Christ, and what it would effect; that 
all false religion, pride and hypocrisy, all tyranny md persecutions, 
wars and fightings, and all manner of wickedness, and every kind of 
corruption must tlien be done away; &at there should be one fold, 
and oiie shepherd. Altho' these witnesses of God were raised up in 
difierent ages and nations, and bore testimony against the particular 
corruptions of the age and nation in which they lived; yet the real 
spirit of their tesMmony, while they kept in the truth, was uniformly 
the same, and pmnted more or less to the first and second appearing 
of Christ. 

8. The testimony of these witnesses has ever been opposed and 
rejected by the established ecclesiastical orders, and the popular re- 
ligions of the day, who have generally stigmatized them with the 
name of heretics, fanatics and enthuriasts. And by the autiK)rity of 
these self-styled orthodox churches, they have often sufibred severely^ 
imdey the iron hand of persecution. Many thousa^ids, yea, millions 
of ^lem in different ages, have laid down their lives, for their testi- 
mony, being sacrificed to the vengeance of those who claimed au- 
tberUy to dictate religious principles to all others, and who never 
failed to bend these pri^cipFes to their own corrupt standard. 

9. These witnesses were the stars of the spiritual heavens; for 
they were indeed the only spiritual lights that were seen upon earth 
in this gloomy night of Antichristian darkness. These were the 

* Pna. vii SI, SB. 
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stars that were cast down by the " little horn, which waited exceed- 
" ing g;reat, even to the host of heaven, and cast down some of the 
" host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.*'* 
- 10. The same subject is alluded to in Revelations vi. 12. " And 
** I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a 
** great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, 
"and the moon became as blood." This earthquake was not in 
substance, as some suppose, a literal earthquake;! but was the effect 
of the earthly principles and spirit of the world, which had for ages 
been gathering in the church, during the falling aWay. But when 
these principles and elements had become stronger in their attraction 
fo the world, than the heavenly principles that remained, the strife 
between them caused this great earthquake, which shook the church 
to pieces and cast it down to the earth, that is, into the nature and 
spirit of the world. 

11. The Sun of Righteousness, which had risen in Christ's first 
appearing, was covered with a thick veil of darkness, as of sackcloth 
of hair^ by the dark clouds of antichristian doctrines and elements. 
And the moon, which in this vision signifies the light of nature, 
(which is merely borrowed light, as the natural nfton borrows her 
light from the sun,) was turned into the bloodf^rinciples of wars, 
revolutions and terrible persecutions. By tire p[)Sftitions of these 
wonderful principles and events, all the governmehts and earthly 
powers, which are the mountains of strength in which mankind trust, 
were overturned. These, with all the religious and moral institu- 
tions, represented by islands, in which they seek safety in the tem- 
pestuous sea of nature; like a ship that seeks shelter from the storms 
of the sea, in its islands, were moved out of their places. That is, 
every power, government and institution tlirough the known world, 
was overturned by this shaking, caused by these clashing and bloody 
principles, and by the judgments of God that operated upon the ele- 
ments of nature. 

12. By the same earthquake the stars of heaven, according to the 
vision, fell to the earth, or to the world; not the natural stars of the 
firmament ;t but the religious, moral and spiritual lights, which have 
risen up and shone for a season, with much splendor, and then have 
fallen back to the world, one after another, during the whole of this 
long night of antichristian darkness. THs falling of the stars has 
occasioned many events which, in those times, covered the witnesses ' 
of truth with sackcloth, signifying darkness and mourning* 

♦ See Dan viii. 9, 10. 

t Literal earthquake*, tho' common in the world, may be considered ax jadgments- 
upon the wicked, and are, in reality, fig[urativG representations of the great spiritual 
earthquake here representeil in John's vision. 

X According to the estimation of astronomers, the stars in the sky, that are visible to 
our sight, are in seneral vastly larger than this earth, of course they can never fail to 
.1 ^^tj,^ indcea it is impossible they ever should fidllo it. 
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13. All these 'ftings were figuratively described in the vision, 
which well represents the scenes of the dark ages. The period of 
these mournful scenes began about the time that the Catholic and 
Mahometan institutions were fully and cotemporaneously established, 
and ended when the rights of man and the liberty of conscience be-^ 
gan to be understood and practiced. 

14. When these witnesses had finished their testimony, " the beast 
" made war against them, and overcame them, and killed them."t 
Yet while they stood faithful in the truth, and faithfully delivered their 
testimony, they could not be overcome. But they were never com- 
missioned of God to build up and establish themselves in the order of 
a church : for the true order and power of the church was lost from 
the earth, and they had not light and power given them to restore it. 
This work could not be effected till Christ made his second appear- 
ance, to cleanse the sanctuary, and build up the second gospel 
temple. ^ 

15. The true order and power of the Church of Christ on earth, 
was first given by divine revelation, and being trodden down and 
lost by the power of Antichrist, it could never be restored without a 
second revelation as great, at least, as the former. Therefbre, when- 
ever these witnesses undertook to build themselves up into a church, 
or to restore the true foundation of the primitive church, they al- 
ways failed jn their undertaking, and built more or less upon the 
principles which Antichrist had already established. By these means 
they gradually fell into union with the standing order of professors, 
and they and their natural successors were finally tolerated as chris- 
tian Churches. Hence they soon lost the spirit and substance of their 
testimony, and by degrees became one with the world. Thus the beast 
(which signifies in substance the fallen nature of man) overcame them, 
and killed them: for the arm of persecution, which could only de- 
stroy their bodies, could never suppress their testimony. But when 
they united with the world, they lost their testimony, which was the - 
life of their souls, and then they were conquered, and then the world 
could rejoice over them. 

16. Hence the churches which were formed by these people, afler 
the ck)»ng of their testimony, were but dead bodies, standing on 
the same foundation with that great anti-christian hierarchy which go- 
verned the world under the sacred name of the church of Christ. 
In this manner many of these stars fell to the earth, one afler an- 
other, through the whole reign of Antichrist, and thus formed dead 
bodies. Hence the origin of many of those false churches which 
still exist under the christian name; and hence the dominion of An- 
tichrist was still supported, tho' under various names and denomina- 
tions. 

'SevRvr. xi 7. 
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17. The first eflbeHitl blow that weakened the |»ower of Anli- 
chriiit, and paved the way for the de8tructi<»i of his tyraniuoal go« 
vemmeDt, was that memorable diviston in his kingdom called TA« 
Reformation. Tho' this did not alt^ the nature of his sobjecta, 
nor restore tiie power of salvation; yet it opened the w^ for many 
other divisions, and began to excite a free investigation of their re- 
ligioQs principles, and to unfetter the mind of man frfm the pri&ci- 
I^ of superstition and bigotry. By these means the kingdom of 
Antiohrist has been gradually geowtn^ weaker to this day. His^ 
power of persecuting by legal authority, has been lost fbr some 
time; and the total des^uction of his kingdom will finally be effected 
by the same means, 

18. Thus, in the course of Divme Providence, the very mateiials 
which have weakened the power of Antichnst^ and which will final'- 
ly destroy his kingdom, have originated m that if^y kii^om. 
For altho' the true witnesses of Grod have, in all ages, declared in^ 
favor of religious liberty, and against the tyrannical usuipation of 
Antichrist over the consciences of men; yet it remained for &^ 
usuipation to be destroyed by those divisions which sprung up cunong-^ 
his own subjects. The powerful influence of those Uberal princi« 
pies, whieh prevailed in the minds of many discerning and liberal 
men, produced a change in public sentinaent, in the very heart of 
Antichrist's kingdom, which could not be effected by foreign oppo^ 
sition. 

19. Many plnlosf^hers and men of enlightened understandings t^ 
peared m tjbe seventeenth century, and have continued to Lncreaae to 
the furesent day, who by &e powerfiil influence of their writings, and 
^ concurrent circumstances of the times, contributed to dissemi- 
nate tJbe principles of civil and religious liberty to a very great ex- 
tent. These influential writers contended, witii great zeal^ for th^ 
rights ot man, and tiie liberty of conscience, against arbitrary pow<>- 
er, and all kinds of tyranny, both civil and ecclesiastical; and through • 
their exertions, liberty of conscience prevailed, even in those cooqo 
tries which had been the most noted for religious intolerance. Bik 
these efforts in fovor of reli^ous toleration^ were always. c^>posed by 
the great body of ecclesastics, in aU^countries; and such have gesy^ 
rally been the last to yield to the just and equitable princes q( re^ 
ligious liberty. 

!^. Notwithstanding the great opposition which had long ^re* 
vailed iu the church of Antichrist, against the general priAcq>lee of 
liberty; yet much light prevailed on these subjects during the 17th 
century, and libeeal sentiments gained so much ground towards t^ 
close of that o^^uy ,that the i^thoHc hi^rarohy lost mach<tf its pMr* 
er and influence. In the year 1689, liberty of conscienee was pto- 
claimed in England, by WiLtUM, Prime of Orange, who sue- 
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ceeded, in a. great measure, in establishing it. This event, and the 
subject of religious toleration, excited great attention in Europe^ and 
prepared the way for the further increase of these principles. The. 
civil powers of the earth soon began to assume their natural rights, 
of which they had long been deprived by ecclesiastical suprem^jcjr 
and, in their turn, they soon began to deprive this great christian 
hierarchif of the power o^ persecution, and to establish the rights 
of conscience. Here it may with propriety be said, that the earth 
began 4o open and to swallow up '* the flood wluch the dragon casi 
out of his mouth." And in this manner the earth has continued to, 
swallow up the flood of tlie dragon to this day. 

21. The two ivitTiesses were to prophecy 1260 days, ''clothed 
in sackcloth." This period commenced in the year 457, when. 
Antichrist attained his reigning power, as before stated. By adding 
1260 to 457, we have 1717 for the close of that period in which 
the witnesses were to remain under sackcloth, or in a state of dark- 
ness and mourning. About this period, through the operations of 
Divine Providence, the power of persecution had so far declined, and 
the rising witnesses, had gained so much light and understanding of, 
the true nature of Christianity, and had received such^ bright vieifs 
of the second coming of Christ, and of the nearness of theiir redexnp« 
tion, that they began to liA up their heads and rejoice, and could nc( 
longer be considered as under sackcloth. 

22. About this time, the emperor of Russia, called Peter the Great, 
established a plenary liberty of conscience throughout that extei|sive 
empire. And though that nation, to their honor, had been the most 
free from religious persecution, perhaps, of any nation in the civiliz- 
ed world; yet the established church, previous to this period, ha^d 
possesed great authority, in ecclesiastical matters, over the minds of 
the people. But the full and free exercise of religrious liberty, and. 
the freedom of civil rights granted by that Prince, opened the wa^ 
for a great increase of light and understanding among his numerous 
subjects. This liberal act from a prince who was reputed so wise 
and powerful, had great influence upon the neighboring nations, ia 
leading them to establish the same liberty, and was probably as 
great an incentive towards promoting the (^vil and religious rights of 
man as any act of any government whatever. The Emperor's final 
edict, which completed what he had been twenty years in perform- 
ing, wa^ dated January, 1721.* 

23. From this period the principles of civil and religious right(l 
and liberty of conscience continued to gain ground, especially in 
En^plftad and other parts of Europe; so that about the year 1735, 
there remained no power in the civil government to persecute unt^ 

* See hvtonr of P«i«r the Great. - ' 
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death any people for their religious principles. Nor had the priest- 
hood of the established churches any legal authority to hinder these 
witnesses from the free exercise of their religious faith, or to pre- 
vent the declaration of their testimony to the people.* 

24. Since this time many bright witnesses have continued to rise, 
and religions revivals have greatly increased. Those who under 
the reign of persecution, were branded with the odious name of 
heretics, wild fanatics, and enthusiasts, were now distinguished 
by the milder appellation of dissenters, puritans, and new-lights, 
'they were ardent in their expectations of the second coming of 
Christ; and often testified, by the spirit of prophecy, that it was 
near at hand. These things were evidently preparatory to the great 
work of the millennium; and the concurrence of events seem to 
point out this period ( 1735) for the expiration of the ** forty and 
two months,** in which the holy city was trodden down by the Gen- 
tiles. 

26, It ought to be particularly noticed that the 42 months, and 
the 1260 days, point to two different events, both commencing at 
the same time. The 42 months allude to the tune in which the holy 
city was trodden under foot of the Gentiles; the 1260 days allude to 
the lime in which the witnesses prophecied under sackcloth. As 
these two numbers are differently expressed, and were evidently de- 
signed to mark the period of two important events, they ought to be 
calculated accordingly. In 42 months, or three years and a 'half» 
there are 1278 days. These days, in prophetic language, signify so 
many years. As before stated, the period of treading down the ho- 
ly city commenced in the year 457. Then by adding 1278 to 457, 
we have 1735. This appears to pe about the closing period of An- 
tichrist's tyrannical reign.t 

26. Liberty of conscience was a remarkable display of the provi- 
dence of God in favor of the witnesses of truth. At this time the 
Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood up on their 
feet. In obedience to the voice of eternal truth which called them, 
they rose up, in the life and power of their testimony, above the pow- 
er of antichristian tyranny and all its corrupt principles and doc- 
trines. But from the time that these witnesses began to rise, it was 
a number of years before they could gain real possession of the ho- 
ly city. Antichrist and the Gentiles still had possession there. 
' 27. But having entered upon the primitive ground of the church, 
tiiey advanced forsvard, and began to strip off the false covering and 
deceptive colors and glosses with which the pride and sagacity of the 

* It la titte xbej of\«n aftsumed that authority imder the pretenae of gappreasing disor- 
der ; but this was only a mask under which they vented the malignant apirit of Aati- 
chriA. 

t. It nay be noted at a remarkable circwnttaiice, that Ann Lee was bora the Tory 
aextyeac, vis: 1791. 
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Gentiles, and the deceftful spirit of Antichrist had obscured the pure 
doctrines of the cross, and the beautiful simplicity of the gospel, 
and thus restored the daily sacrifice. Then was completed the 
1290 days, already noticed, which were to be accomplished before 
the power of the holy people could cease to be scattered. This 
brings us to the year 1747, as before calculated; and here began 
the real cleansing of the sanctuary. 

28. But the cleansing of the sanctuary, after being so long trod- 
den under foot, and polluted by the abomination of desolation, could 
not be accomplished at once; it was a work of time. But when it 
was sufficiently cleansed, then a body was prepared in which the 
Spirit of Christ could dwell, having had no abiding place on earth 
during the long reign of Antichrist. Then Christ the Lord descended, 
and took up his abode in his spiritual house; and then was complete- 
ly fulfilled the words of the prophet: " And the Lord whom ye seek- 
shall suddenly come to his temple."* Here the seventh trumpet be- 
gan to sound, and here began the preaching of the everlasting gos- 
pel of Christ's second appearing, which will prove a decisive work 
to all souls : for this is the last trumpet, in which " the mystery of 
" God will be finished." 

29. From about the year 1747, there was a gradual increase of 
light and understanding in divine things, and of power and victory 
over the evil nature of sin, among these faithful witnesses, who were 
now formed into a society, and united together to worship God in 
the spirit. This increase of divine light and power continued through 
various changing scenes, till the establishment of the Millennial 
Church, or second gospel temple, in the year 1792, which then be- 
came the habitation of souls in true gospel order. Then expired 
the days of Availing spoken of by the prophet Daniel: '* Blessed is 
** he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and 
•* five and thirty days." These 133^ days added to 457 make 
1792. In this year the church was considered as established in its 
principles of order and government, in which it has continued to in- 
crease to the present day. 

30. -The Millennial Church being established, and having by a num- 
ber of years experience, proved its principles and order, and gained 
a sufficient degree of strength and stability, the testimony began to 
go forth from the true gospel temple about the year 1800. This 
brings the work of God down to the. full revelation of the great and 
fksi display of his grace to fallen man, and comprehends the 
latest period which is described by the prophet Daniel in a connected 
chain. " Judgment is now given to the saints of the Most High; 
and the time is come that the saints begin to possess the kingdom ."t 

* 8e« Mai iii. 1. This cooM not mean the Jewish temple : for GUrist*s work being 
spiritaal, his temple must therefore be spiritual, not natural 
t See Dan. rii. 22. 
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Henceforth to the end, the work viU increase until the final separa- 
tion shall be made between good and evil, and until the full accom-r 
plishment of every promise of God ever made to the saints since the 
foundation of the world. 

31. Different ages and dates have been assigned by expositors, for 
the commencement of these prophetic periods, according to their dif- 
ferent degrees of light. But to us it appears tlmt the times are so 
plainly marked in the prophecies themselves, that a proper examina- 
tion, we should suppose, would i*emove aU doubts. We find in the 
prophet Daniel :* First, the question was asked, How long shall be 
the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of 
desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden 
under foot ? The answer was, Unto two thousand and three hundre4 
"days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. 

32. This vision alluded to the future desolation of the spiritual 
sanctuary, of which the Jewish sanctuary, then sufifering under de- 
solation, was a figure. The date of the vision must of necessity be 
(he period to commence the calculation, as no other date is given. 
Hence, agreeable to the sc^pture chronology,. the time expired, ac^ 
cording to the preceding calculation, in 1747. But it is generally 
admitted that the scripture chronology ought to be a few years later. 
And no consistent calculation can vary materially from the middle 
of the eighteenth century. 

33. Second. The duration of the real reign of Antichrist, or the 
period of desolation, is clearly specified to commence at the taking 
away of the daily sacrifice; and the setting up of the abominatiLon 
that maketh desolate, is stated to be 1290 prophetic days, which is 
equal to 1290 years, as we estimate time.f It is therefore evident 
that the real existence of the abomination in the sanctuary Alluded 
to, must terminate as the cleansmg of the sanctuary commences^ 
This bringps the period of 1290 days to a close at the time of the ex- 
piration of the 2300 days alluded to by the prophet. 

34. Third. *' Blessed is he that waitetii and cometh to the 1335 
" days." No other date is given for the commencement of thispe* 
riod tiian that previously alluded to, that is the setting up of the abo- 
mination; for this brings us to the establishment of the everlasting 
kingdom of the saints. The prophet received the promise that he 
should stand in his lot at the end of these days, which could not be 
fulfilled in any other order than in the kingdom of the saints of the 
Most High. This period, as previously stated, ended about the 
year 1792. But by no consistent calculation can it be extended 
beyond the close of the eighteenth century. 

35. The latter part of this period was marked by two extraordiiia- 

• Chap. Tiii. X3, li. f S«« Iteal*^ U. 
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lry«verits. Pir«t. The power of the long estabKshed head of AnW- 
c^rirt's kingdom -^ was completely broken; the Pope was taken pri- 
flone^r and carried into France. From this time the papal supremacy 
was taken away, and never has, and never can be recovered. For 
mace ^at ^riod (he papal government has existed by the sufiferance 
of the nations, only in a very limits degree. Second. The order 
of the church had then been established, and having been proved by 
several years of experience, to be the commenpement of the king- 
"dom of Christ, the gospel of the kingdom began therefrom to go forth 
fe the world for salvalion. 

36. These two events, viewed in their true light, mark a most 
<extraorcKi!iary era in the annals of time; perhaps none have ever af- 
fected the destinies of mankind in a greater degree than the^e will 
necessarily do in their operations. The first was a work in the order 
of Providence, which closed the reigning power of Antichrist, and 
pj^epared the way for such progressive operations among the nations, 
as will &ially and entirely destroy the power of his kingdom from 
among men. The second was a work of divine g^ace, which estab- 
tkfaed the ord^ of the kingdom of the Saints ^ which will grow and 
increase, as the 'kingdom of Antichrist decreases, until it shall ex- 
tend thr€mgh the world and will stand forever.* 

37. In fixing the period of the prophet's vision, we have followed 
the scripture chronology, supported by the most noted commenta- 
tors, such as Mede, Sir Isaac Newton, Mosheim, &c., but our limits 
^ill not admit of particulars. It appears however to be generally 
admitted that the true date ought to be carried a few years forward. 
The difference arises mostly from the uncertainty of the exact year 
of the birA of Jesus Christ, in connection with the 70 weeks^of tiie 
prophet Daniel. 

36. Of late years, however, several calculations have been made 
^rhich fix the beginning and end of these prophetic times at a 
later period. But tho' such writers may honestly believe their cal- 
culations to be correct, yet they have certainly failed to produce suf- 
ficient evidence to convince the more enlightened mind. For they 
liave based the commencement of the prophetic period upon events 
at variance with the nature and time of the prophet's question. Which 
was the only consistent rule given, by which the time could be un- 
derstood. 

39. There is one subject which seems not to be understood by 
any writer that we have noticed, that is to say : The present dispen- 
sation is undoubtedly the operative effects of the voice of the seventh 
angel, sounding the seventh general trumpet; and it is declared 
** That there should be time no longer '' " But in the days of the 

* See Danl. ii. 32 to 46. 
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<* voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mys- 
" tery of God should he finished.'** For the mystery of God should 
he fully revealed, and his work of probationary time should be ac- 
complished, respecting the salvation of man. From this it is evi- 
dent that there are progressive days or distinct degrees in the work 
declared by 4he seventh trumpet, which is the seventh age of the 
\vorld. In each of these days a work must precede^ to prepare the 
v.Ty for the real work of the day. 

40. In this preparation the Spirit of the Lord has been and will 
bj poured out upon many. And the prophetic spirit causes them to 
predict that the second coming of Christ, or latter day of glory is at 
hand, and to set times for its appearance, for the work is always fu- 
ture to those who have not yet received it. From this source arises 
the attempts which are often made, to set times for the kingdom to 
come on earth. Because every succeeding manifestation of the work 
of God is to them new and the beginning, while they know not that 
the voice of the seventh trumpet has long been sounding, and that the 
kingdom of the saints has already been set up. 

41. Hence the true reason why so many different periods haYe 
been calculated for these events, must undoubtedly be owing to the 
want of spiritual mindedness in the calculators, to enable them to un- 
derstand spiritual things. They take a natural view of these things, 
expecting to see them fulfilled in a natural sense. Therefore they find 
nothing in any period that answers their expectations. On this ground 
they are still looking for these things yet to come. Even when thw 
prophetic calculations may set the right time, in which a new degree 
and further display of the work of Christ's kingdom will take place; 
yet their natural sense may so far blind their eyes, that they will dis- 
pute their own predictions when fulfilled; and though they should 
continue thus to look and calculate for hundreds of years, ^ey will^ 
most certainly be disappointed, and will ever meet with the same 
disappointment until they enter into the work of cleansing the sanc- 
tuary from all sin, which is the true work of the kingdom of Christ. 
They can then learn by the wisdom there revealed, the real truth, 
but never before. '' For none of the wicked shall understand; but 
'* the wise shall understand.'' 

• Rev 3i.e,7. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A brief illustration of the four general Dispensations of Di* 
vine Providence and grace to Man, as pointed out by ths 
Prophet EztkieVs vision of the holy waters, chap, xlvli, and 
also by St. John^s vision of the four living Creatures. Rev, 
chap, iv, 

1. In order for mankind to know the requirenients of God, in the 
day in which they live, it is necessary that they should understand the 
order of the different dispensations through which God has manifest- 
ed his work in each, and their increasing nature to the perfect ac- 
complishment of salvation. 

2. In the progressive increase of the work of God from the be- 
^nning, it is worthy of particular remark, that four general dispen- 
sations of Divine Providence and grace have succeeded each other in 
regular order. Each of these dispensations has fulfilled a particular 
period of time, and been marked by particular events and a gradual in- 
crease. And each succeeding one has been distinguished by its re- 
markable Increase beyond that which preceded it. 

3. These four dispensations were evidently pouited out to the pro- 
phet Ezekiel, in his vi^on of the waters that issued out from under the 
threshold of the house of the Lord. These waters increased from one 
measure to another till the fourth measure, when (hey became an im- 
passable river. 

4- " And when (he man that had the line in his hand, went forth 
eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he brouglit me through 
the waters; the waters were to the ankles. Again he measured a 
thousand, and brought me through the waters; the waters were to 
Ihe knees. Again he measured a thousand and brought me through: 
the waters were to the loins. Afterwards he measured a thousand; 
And it was a river that I could not pass over; for the waters were rif- 
en; waters to swim in, a river tlmt could not be passed over." 

5. Tliese measures pointed out the order of time for each dis- 
pensation; and the increasing rise of the wa(ers showed the pro- 
^essive increase of spiritual light and life in each, and how greatly 
each succeeding dispensation excelled that which preceded it. The 
first measure of these waters, which represented the first general 
dispensation of the providence and grace of God (o man, commen- 
ced with the promise of God that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent*s head; and closed with the bondage of the 
childnn of Israel in Egypt. 
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6. In this raeuRire of the vfHiiBr to (he ankles, is represented the 
dispensation of the law of nature, which afforded sufficient light and 
life to direct and support the feet of man, while as yet, he walked 
upon the earth; that is, he was but an ear^y man, living wholly In 
a state of nature. Nor.wiis he able to rise to any higher state, 
.without a further manifestation of light and power. Yet, while he 
kept that small measure which was given as waters to the ankles, 
and directed his steps in obedience to if. he was justified before God, 

' nothing ihore being required of him. 

7. Under this dispensation was the call of €rod to Abraham, whose 
posterity, in the line of the promise, were selected and chosen as a 
peculiar people, to maintain the belief and worship of the living and 
true God, and to be his true witnesses, to bear testimony of his work 
to the rest of mankind. And to this chosen generation was given 
the only institution which, under that dispensation, enjoined a figura- 
tive cross upon the carnal nature of man. This was contained in 
the law> of ciicumcifflon; and this law distinguished the seed of 
Abraham as the peculiar people of God above all other nations, and 
was figurative of the final cross of Christ; that is, the cutting off all 
the carnal works of the flesh. 

8. The second measure of the waters represented the second ge- 
neral dispensation of the work of God to man, which was as waters 
fp the knees, manifesting a further degree of light and life to direct 
and support the steps of man, while living in the order and works, of 
nature. This dispensation commenced with the deliverance of the 
Israelites from the bondage of Egypt, and closed with the mission of 
John the Baptist. 

9. Under this dispensation was given the law of Moses, which 
enjoined a greater cross upon the fallen nature of the flesh, and in 
which greater and more important duties were required of man, for 
his justification. Yet these duties were but figurative representa- 
tions of the spiritual work of Grod, which was to be made mani- 
fest through Christ, in succeeding dispensations. ** For the law 
** made nothing perfect; but the bringing in of a better hope did; by 
" which we" draw nigh unto God." (Heb. vii. 19.) 

10. For altho' this dispensation was as water to the knees; yet 
man still walked upon the earth, being yet wholly in a natural or 
earthly state . Nor was he required under that dispensation, to take 
up any further cross against a fallen nature than what the law re- 
quired; and that was sufficient to regelate his conduct in the order 

^pf nature during its continuance. Hence, tho' man was still in a 
tftate of nature; yet he could find justification by keeping the law, 
and in his obedience was still kept under the protection of 6od» 
which was like bending his knees in the holy waters of life, while he 
•till w«dked upon the earth. Thus his steps were directed in such a 

Digitized by VjOOy It: 



CHAP. IV.] THE FOUS DISPENSATION^. iSSS 

manner as to* become figurative of a future ^nd more spiritual work. 
But this figurative work ended under the low, and the substance be- 
gan to appear. 

11. The third general dispensation of the grace and providence 
of God to man began with the first appearing of Christ, and 
extended to his second appearing. This was the third measure, 
which was as waters to the loins. This was a spiritual dispensa- 
tion; and tho' it did not prevent the people of God from still 
walking upon the earth, in the midst of the waters, if they chose it; 
yet the waters of light and life had now risen to the very centre of 
man's carpal pleasures and affections, where b found the very root 
of a fallen nature, and the seat of the serpent's influence in man, 
from whence proceeds the lust of concupiscence. 

12. Thus the rising of the waters to the loins, showed that the 
8{Hritual work of God had risen to such a height as to point out the 
dividing line between the flesh and the spirit; between the work of 
nature and the work of grace. Here was plainly indicated the 
iinal destruction of the flesh, and all the foundations of an earthly 
nature, when the waters should rise to perfection; when man could 
no longer cleave to the earth, and wade in the waters of life, at the 
same time. 

13. This was plainly manifested in the spiritual life of Jesus 
Christ, who was not begotten by the will of the flesh, after the order 
of a carnal commandment; but by the will of God. Here was the 
first true pattern of that spiritual work, of which all former mani- 
festations of the work of God were but types and shadows. 

14. As a man can swim in waters which are to the loins in depth, 
clear of the earth, or he can still walk upon the earth in the midst 
of such waters; so it was in this Dispensation. Many denied them- 
selves and took up a full cross against all the works of a fallen, earth- 
ly nature, against the '* lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life," and rejected that foundation which had a tendency to 
bind them to the earthly kingdom of this world. These, agreeable 
to the figure, swam in the holy waters, clear of the earth. 

15. But a far greater portion ot professing Christians, who were 
called to be of the spiritual house of Israel, still walked upon the 
earth, wading in the waters to the loins. That is, they still lived in 
the order of nature, while surrounded with the spirit of grace, which 
is as the waters of life to the soul. Such were blesssed in their faith 
and obedience, according to the measure of the light they had received ; 
but could not enjoy that spiritual light and purity which attended 
those who bore a full cross and wholly renounced the works of a 
carnal nature. But such were still under the veil of the flesh, as were 
the Jews, and had their whole travel in the spiritual regeneration to 
•ccomplisfa, after the veil should be taken away in a future Dispensa- 
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tion, when the work of God shall be perfected, in the second appear- 
ing of Christ.* 

16. The foui-tli Dispensation, which is the great and last display 
of God's grace to a lost world, was prefigured by the fourth mea- 
sure of the holy waters, which were now represented as having risen 
to an impassable river, waters to swim in, a river that could not be 
passed over, saith the prophet. 7his points to the second coming of 
Christ, in which the waters of life and the divine light of the ever- 
lasting gospel will enable all souls that come fairly and honestly info 
it, to rise above the corruptions of an earthly nature. Here souls 
must, in a spiritual sense, swim clear of the earth, by taking up a 
full and final cross against all the base propensities of an earthly, 
fallen nature, or be lost : for they can now no longer be justified in 
those things which once bound them to the earth. 

17. This great and last Dispensation will decide the final fate of 
all souls : for certain it is, that none can ever obtain eternal life with- 
out coming into these waters of life ; nor can they swim in these 
waters without divesting themselves of every thing which has a ten- 
dency to sink their souls to the earth. As a man in attempting to 
swim through a deep river, must throw off all that inclines to sink 
to the bottom, or he will be borne down with it, atid be drowned in 
the deep. Just so it is with souls that would come into the river of 
life, they must leave every weight behind them, or perish with it. 

18. And as it is impossible for any man to pass a deep and large 
river, by walking through it, on the earth, at the bottom; so no soul 
in this day, can ever partake of the waters of life, and pass through 
the river of life, and inherit the glorious, crown of everlasting life, 
while living in the indulgence of an earthly, carnal nature. He 
must first forsake all things which belong to the life of this lost 
world. But those who honestly divest themselves of every evil, and 
carefully deny themselves of all ungodliness and every worldly lust, 
and come fairly into this river, wUl be cleansed from all impurity, 
and receive everlasting life. 

19. It is thus that these waters, which are, in reality, (he life and 
graces of the gospel, will finally prove " a savor of life unto life, 
** or of death unto death," to all the children of men. For if they 
do not come into these spiritual waters, they never can have spiritual 
life.t And if they do come into them, and still cleave to the earth, 
they must drown and perish. For " every thing that liveth, [in ra- 
** tional life,] which movelh [clear of the earth] whithersoever tiie 
" rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall be a very great mul- 
** titude of fish." These are living souls who are healed by these 
waters of life, that go forth into the world, raising souls into the life 

•^•\ Cat. xiti. 9, 10 ; and 8 Cor. iii. IS to th« Md. t S«« R»v. xzU. 17. 
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of the spirit, and p^paring them to be caught in the gospel net. 
Then the separation between the good and bad will take place.* 

20. These four Dispensations were also represented in a vision to 
St. John, under the similitude of fawr living creatures, or rather, 
four living spirits,^ These were the living spirits of the four 
Dispensations, " in the midst of the throne, and round about the 
" throne, full of eyes before and behind." These eyes typified the 
clear light of those manifestations of the work of Grod, as displayed 
to man, through these living spirits, in each of the four Dispensations, 
in their completed order. 

21. When these Dispensations are brought to perfection and united 
in one, by the fourth and last, which is represented by a flying eagle, 
and alludes to the second appearing of Christ; in this period the 
everlasting gospel is to be preached, as represented in another vision, 
by an ** angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
** gospel to preach to them that dwell on the earth, and to every na- 
" tion, and kindred, and tongue, and people." (See Rev. xiv. 6.) 
" Then shall the end come:" according to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. 

22. The circumstance of these four living spirits being seen, " in 
" the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, giving glory 
*' to God, and followed by the four-and-twenty Elders, in giving 
*' praises and acknowledgments to Qod and the Lamb," was design- 
ed to show that the work of God proceeded through them to the 
Elders, who stood next to them, before all other beings of the natural 
creation. 

23. This clearly represents the spirits of the four Dispensations, 
through which the whole work of Qod in heaven and earth proceeded, 
and which will be brought to perfection by the preaching of the 
everlasting gospel, in the fourth and last Dispensation. These being 
called living creatures or living spirit Sj was designed to show 
that the life of God was in them, and through them that life was 
transmitted to man. 

24. The lion is represented as first, because he was the first in 
dignity and power. Among all the beasts in this world, there is 
none like the lion able to subdue, tear and destroy all others. This 
dignity and power is preeminently in man, above all other beings 
in this world; therefore he is represented by the lion. This dignity 
and power was first j)e»fected in Jesus Christ, who is called the Han 
df tKe tribe of Judah^ in whom the true spiritual work of God first 

• See Mat xiii. 48. 

t See Rev. chap. iv. The common translation reads four hearts ; bdt the original 

words in Greek, T6(f<fap(X, ^WOt, gi^ifies fotsr living ; but at the vision relates to 
•pirit8.it must of covurse mean foor living spirits, or powers, with the same propriety that 
tm S0Teo lamps of ara burning before the throne, are the seven spirits of God ; versa S. 
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began to raise man io hit true digaity as the Sen of CrOd, and in 
whom also, suffideot power was first manifested to rend and over- 
throw the kingdom of satan and the beast^ re^tenting the power of 
fallen nature. 

26. Yet it was not so proper to represent the dispensation ia which 
be first appeared as a sacrifice ibr sin, and to begin the work of re- 
demption by the lion as by the lanib, and by the fane of a mitn. 
As to their pecidiar appearance in their order, the first was like a 
lion. The first dispensation of Grod's grace and providence dk|>lay- 
ed on earth was like a lion. It was the dispensation of man, and 
exhibited man as the sqpeiior and lord of all creatures in this world; 
nan as natural man, able to subdue and reign overall other animals; 
man possessing an intelligent spirit, shown by divers operations of 
the work, to be the only principle in the natunl oreation #iat ever 
would be able to rise above all the powers and elements of nature, 
and subdue and reign over it. 

26. In the first dripensation, little «lse was dfeplayed of the wortc 
of God than the exhibition of man as the superior object and agent 
of all the operations in the natural world. And thus he stood as fbe 
Hon of this lower world. Jesus Christ, who was of ^ tribe of Ju- 
dah, was the proper heir of man; because through the line of Judah, 
he received the superior and most noble intelligent power and facul- 
ties of man's nature; and in him it was manifest that the int^igent 
juiture of man was capable of rising into the elements of Divine 
Power, and thence became the lion that prevafled above all the hu- 
man race; so that he was able to unseal the mysteries of Divine 
Wisdom. 

27. The second living <;reature or si»rit was like a calil 1^ 
was the second Di^ensation, the life and order of which stood mostly 
in sacrifices and offerings of beasts, particularly the oalf or ox kmd, 
which was the most serviceable beast to man. This showed, in a 
pecidiar manner, what natural man was, namely, first in this woHd 
an animal, that must be sacrificed and perish. Second, the use and 
destiny of his nature, that is, to be uscufol and serviceable, like the 
ox, to the soul in its terrestrial state; but which must finally, in the 
real work of God, in the gospel, be dain and sacrificed to God, by 
the fire of ^e Holy Spirit, through the flames of wMch the soul wUl 
be sanctified and purified to God, and ascend to the superior and 
heavenly order in Christ 

28. The third had the face of a man. This was the life and •or- 
der of the third Dispensation. For tho' Jesus Christ, the great lion 
was revealed in that dispensation; and tho' he was tiie proper heir 
of true man, and therefore preeminently (he Son of man, ushered in 
that day; yet the perfection of &at work, which was to raise man 
Iroiii under the power of an «nimarl nature, to be a real man, ac- 
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QQtdmg to tbe opacify of U» imtiire> w«8 not re^aaled in Us fdneai; 
bul only showed, as it were, the face of a man, looking^ towai^ 
tbe fuU DMmifestaEtion of man, as the Son of God, completely riaen 
firom the animal nature. 

29. Here the rational soul |>egan to look forward, out of that na- 
ture; and Jesus Christ was revealed, who was the first whose face, 
was set looking higher than that nature, and who first saw the hea* 
Yenly road that leads to a higher order than the kingdom of the beast: 
£i^ whatever light any souls have had before that dispensation, still 
^bey all remained in the nature of the beast; nor did the work in 
their day, ev^ exhibit any way ih»i led out of it. 

30. The fourth was like a flying eagle. This was designed to 
^present the fourth and last dispensation, which, like the flying eagle, 
wiU fly above all birds in the natural heavens, which represents eve- 
ly principle in this world, capable of nsmg heavenward. But the 
life of this perfect dispensation, will rise into Heaven itself, and fl^ 
to the ends of the earth, and like the keeursighted eagle, discern its 
peey from afo, and like the ea^e, more powerful and swifl than 
any bird, can dart upon and seize its prey, and no bird can hinder. 

31. This is agreeable to what is represented by the Angel's *' fly^ 
'' in the midst ef Heaven, havii^ the everlasting gospel to preach to 
*' every nation, kindred, tongue and peofde." Thus thb eagle, by 
the gospel, which isjts talons and power, will in its progress, cateb 
every intelligent being; and like the eagle, will tear and rend eveiy 
thing of the animal, fallen nature; but will only feed upon that wbioh 
ig meet for the heavenly body, and will take all that is fit to be in* 
corptmited with that body. But tike the real eagle, will not feed 
Upon, nor Uke any tiling of the putrid body of Antichrist. 

^ And tho' it wUl tear tbe wicked in pieces, and those who ie« 
ii^t it; yel it will inooi^rate with its own body nothing that cleaves 
to the bocfy of Antichrist For in that day, agreeaUe to the pre* 
diotion <^ Jesus Christ; *' Wheresoever the body is, thither will tbe 
eagl^a be gatbered together." And then the final state of souls will 
be decided. Those are accoui^ed the^ children of tbe new and spi- 
9tuid creation, who have risen and fly above the earthly nature, kk 
the heavenly aif or elements of Ufe. 

33. It tt evident that those Uving creatures^ so caUed, could- noi 
mean,' in reality, any particular beings;* because they were in Uia 
midst of the throne, and round about the throne, an improper repre- 
sentation for any animal being; but very proper to represent from 
wbence that life proceeded, and what was its work and order, through 
which the word of God was manifested in all dispensations. 

34. The Lamb was also seen in the midst of the throne, and of 

* Bat titer* must be first efeatt lo uaher in eeoh dispnuetioa. 
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the livmg creatures and elders, and all acknowledged him before the 
book of reveladoii could be unsealed. This did not allUde to Jesus 
only, but to that diyine anointing, which is very Christ, that comes 
through the sacrifices and manifestations of the *' Lamb of God/* which 
joins the whole work of God, in all dispensations together in one, 
and by which all the mysteries of God are revealed. 

35. The vision of these four living creatures, or rather living 
spirits must certainly have a very important meaning, relative to 
the work of God. In this vision they were seen in their figurative 
appearance, which, according to their numerical order, prefigured 
the dispensations which they represented. Here they are represented 
all united in one spirit, ascribing holiness, glory, honor, praise and 
thankl^giving to the Lord God Almighty, '' who was and is, and is 
to come." This plainly manifests the union and perfection of the 
work of God, in all dispensations, in the displays of his providence 
and grace in the fourth and perfect dispensation. 

36. We know, of no figures that could be taken to represent the 
nature and order of the work of God, in each dispensation more ap- 
propriate than those seen in this vision. It is worthy of remaiii, that 
the order of divine manifestations has been frequently seen in pro- 
phetic visions, in the similitude of the number four. As the four 
cherubims seen united together by the prophet Ezekiel,* under the 
God of Israel, called living creatures or spirits. These signified 
the four dispensations when brought to perfection, in and upon which 
the fulness of the work and glory of the God of true Israel is pro- 
gressively revealed. 

37. See also the four carpenters; seen in the visions of Zechariah, 
(chap. i. 20.) These represent the builders in the four dispensations: 
these are united in the fourth dispensation, and will destroy the horns 
or power of the Grentiles, by which Antichrist has scattered spiritual 
Judah and Israel, and cast down the holy sanctuary. But they vrill 
gather the living materials of the holy house of Israel, and restore the 
holy people afid build the temple of God. Thus ** they that are far 
** off shall come and build in the temple of the Lord." And the four 
chariots which went forth and walked thro' the earth. These were 
the heavenly messengers of the four dispensations, as the Angel de- 
clared. These are the four spirits of the heavens which go forth 
from standing before the Lord of all the earth, that is, the four living 
spirits.! 

• 

* fike Esek. chap. i. and x. t Zeth. ▼!< 



Digitized 



by Google 



CBAF. v.] THE NECESSITY OF DIVIIfB EXVELilTIOZf. 831. 



CHAPTER V. 

A brief Illustration of the necessity of Divine Revelation^ that 
man way know arid truly utiderstand the character of the 
Divine Being, and the true order of His toork, 

1. The preceding explanation of the prog^ressiye rise and increase 
of the four Dispensations, brings to view the importance and necessi- 
ty of noticing the increasing displays of divine revelation to man, in 
every increasing degree of the work of God, in all ages of the 
world, to the end of time. Whatever knowledge man may obtiiin 
by natural wisdom, concerning the things of nature, certain it is, 
that nothing in reality can be known of the true God, nor of His 
Divine nature; nor can any thing be known of the true nature ol 
any spiritual beings or principles, except by Divine revelation. 

2. All the knowledge that man ever did or ever can obtain by 
any means short of this, ever has and ever will leave him without 
the real knowledge of a future slate, or of the ultimate destiny of 
his creation and the retributions of eternity. These things he cannot 
know without a teacher truly inspired from Heaven, from whence 
alone that power and knowledge can originate, and can be display- 
ed to mortals. This is evident from the unsuccessful researches of 
natural wisdom in all ages: for the wisdom of the most wise has 
universally failed of finding out the true God, or of learning the way 
of salvation from sin, or of gaining that which their souls desired. 

3. Therefore St. Paul truly saith, <' What man knoweth the things 
of man, save the spirit of man which is in him ? even so the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the-Spint of God."* Hence it 
b clearly evident that the things of God are known only by his Spi- 
rit They can never be known by man, except through divine re- 
'velation. This will doubtless be readily admitted by all professors 
of Christianity. But at the same time, it appears to be a general 
sentiment among them, that all divinely inspired communications 
closed with the Apostles; that all needful revelation, to the end of 
time, is contained in what is called 77ie canon of Scripture. 

4. But we would ask what evidence have they that the canon of 
scripture was compiled and closed by Divine authority? We have 
no such evidence. On the contrary, this was evidently done, ac- 
cording to all the accounts we have, by natural men, destitute of 
any authority from the spirit of God. And we would ask, Do not 

• 1 Cor. ii. 11. 
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those who have assumed such authority, presumptuously tempt God, 
and "limit the Holy One of Israel;" as did Israel of old ? Is not 
this causing the Holy One of Israel to cease from before them?* 
And is it not causing themselves to be led by the commandments of 
men, instead of the Spirit of Qpd ? 

5. But why should revelation cea«e ? Is not God ** the same yes- 
terday, to-day and forever ?" Does God cease to work, or to reveal 
himself to his people ? ' If not, how then has revelation ceased ? Hear 
the words of the Savior. *' He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that lovellx me; and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to 
faim.t Surely then, this manifestation coming from Christ, must he 
divine revelation. Will any one d];$pute his promises ? Certainly 
none that have faith in him. Then it conclusively follows, that such 
as keep his commandments, will receive divine revelations from his 
spirit. 

6. This was the case with the Primitive Christians ; so long tm 
they walked, in a good degree, in his commandments, they were 
favored with divivine revelations, by which the mind and will of 
God was made known to them, according to their then presenl 
needs, as attested by the noost authentic records. But when they 
ceased to keep the commands of Christ, they fell into the spirit and 
nature of tlie world, and shut out the spii'it of Christ; therefore they 
could not receive his promise. And after having, by their disobe- 
dience, shut the avenues of revelation from their own faithless hearts,, 
they presumed by their natural sagacity to close the avenue to aU 
others, by confining divijie revelation, wholly to the Bible, which 
they had limited and imposed upon mankind as the only infallible 
word of God. 

7. They have evidently followed the ways of their predecessorsi, 
the Scribes and Pharisees of old, upon whom Christ pronounced a 
woe, because ihey took away the key of knowledge, and would neith- 
er enter in themselves nor suffer others to enter .t Thus they shut up 
the kingdom of Heaven; and they and their deluded followers have 
all fallen under this woe, and remain under it to this day; for they 
have thereby lost the revelation of the Divine Spirit, which is the on- 
ly sure key to the knowledge of the things of God. 

8. But we would ask, on wliat grounds can any one suppose that 
there As never to be any further revelation from Heaven, than thai 
which is contained in the Bible ? Certainly none of the w<»ks of 
the Creator prove any such thmg. All the productions and works 
of nature are brought forth, and increase and grow to imittrily by a 

• Sm Pm. Uzviii. and U«. zzz. 11. t JoAm xir. 91. t Lake ii. ffS. 
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continually increasing administration of the same elements ftom tii^ 
beginning; and without this continual administration they must of 
necessity, mther and die, 

9. Again, all the natural and artificial arts and sciences among 
men, are brought forth by newly revealed principles of natural light, 
and may with propriety be terme<l the effects of natural revelation* 
They are generally revealed to some individual, and are improved 
-and brought to maturity by the continual increase of knowledge and 
the application of its original principles. The things of nature have 
generally been progressing in this manner, for thousands of years, tho^ 
very slowly during the dark ages. And it may be seen by every ob- 
server that these natural revelations and improvements are now more 
fpequent and rapidly increaaing, at the present time than in any pre* 
ceding age of the woHd. 

10. These things all can see; and shaU the spiritual work of God 
aAone remain stationary ? For in comparison with this, all earthly 
knowledge and all natural improvements ^nk into insignificance. 
** For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world^ 
and lose his own soul."* Tho' he should gain aU the natural know* 
ledge in the universe, and all natural things therein, he could not 
t^iereby gain either the knowledge or power of salvation. For the 
world by wisdom never did and never can know God.t Hence we 
see the indispensable necessity of the continual influence and applica- 
tion of the Spirit of Gtxl, m order to know the things that concern 
the eternal welfare of the soul, and to gain the treasui^s of immorta- 
lity : and these can be received only by divine revelation. 

11. In no part of the scriptures is the least intimation given, that 
the revelations of the Divine and Holy Spirit to man, will ever cease; 
but there are many declarations to the contrary. Thus saith the 
Lord by the prophet Ibaiah : '^ The earth shall be full of the know- 
" ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.'*t How is this 
prophecy to be fulfilled without a greater display of divine revela- 
tion and power than has ever yet appeared on earth .^ 

12. If it be answered that this will be effected by the extensive 
circulation of the scriptures, we would then ask : How much haT^ 
tiiose nations among whom the Bible has been most extensively cir- 
culated, for ages past, and at a vast expense, been benefitted thereby? 
And how far has the knowledge of the Lord covered the earth by 
these expensive emissions? And is it not indeed very evident thit 
some more powerful agents than the letters and words of the Bible 
and its hireling missionaries, must be sent forth by divine revelation, 

♦ Mark viii. 36. t See 1 Cor. i.Sl, 

X Isa. zi 0. 
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in order to effect this great work, which the Lord has promised fey 
ihe prophet. 

13. Again, saith th<2 prophet: " Thy watchmen shall lifl up tihe 
'< voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for (hey shall see 
•* eye to eye, when the Lorff shall bring again Zion/** Is this ful- 
filled among those who profess to be set as ivatchmen and guides 
merely by bible authority? Are they not more and more bewilder- 
ed in their senses, and divided in their opinions, the more the Bible 
is studied and commented iq>on among them, without (he Divine Spi- 
rit and light of revelation? If this be so, are they not, with aH 
(heir bible knowledge, blind guides, destitute of the only true guide, 
the revelation of the Holy Spirit, which Christ promised to those 
.who kept his commandments?! '* If ye, then, being evil, know how 
/' to give good gifls to your children, how much more shall your 
" heavenly father give the Holy Spirit to (hem that ask him?"t 
Hence they do not receive it, because they do not ask in faith. 

14. '^ AH scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitabte 
" to the man of God," and is a true witness for Christ; but the 
scriptures cannot be truly understood, except by inspiration of the 
Spirit that gave them. Without this, the natural man is exposed to 
wrest them to his own destruction,^ as is evident from the many per- 
l^icious principles professedly founded upon the scriptures. Have 
the authors of these principles received their instructions from Hea- 
ven? Ce^inly not. Surely the Lord God wUl do nothing, but he 
jevealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.il Has God ever 
jrepealed this promise ? Or dare any man say that it does not ex- 
tend to the end of time ? 

15. In vain do blind mortals attempt to fimit the divine inspira- 
tions of Heaven, or to declare the revelations of God to man to be 
.finished, and no more to be expected. God hath declared no such 
.thing. Thus saith the Lord by the prophet Joel, as quoted in Acts 
ii. 17: '* And it shall come to pass in the last days, I will pour out 
/* my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall 
" prophecy, and your young men shall see visions, and 3^ur old men 
/' shall dream dreams.' 'IF Can any rational mind believe that this 
prophecy can be fulfilled without such an extensive outpoming of the 
Si»rit of God, in revelations, visions and prophecies as never has 
been witnessed on earth, since man was created ? 

. 16. St. Peter indeed quotes this prophecy, and applies it to (he 
outpouring of the spirit on the day of Pentecost. But as the apostle 
testified that they knew in part and prophecied in part; when that 
which was perfect should come, then that which was in part should 

• Tta. lii. 8. t John xiv. 91. % Lake xi. 13. 

» 8e« 2 Pet. iii. 16. It Amot iii. 7. IT See Joel ii. 28. 
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he done away.* Hence this i^phecy could be but in part fulfilled 
<in that day^ and under that dis^nsation. Besides, the Spirit was far 
from being poured out upona^^ flesh in that day. In another dis- 
course Peter foretells the times of reff eshing wMch shall come from 
the presence of the Lord, in a future dispensation, wluch he calls 
" the times of the restitution <^ all things."! 

17. These things therefore remain to be accomplished in the lat- 
ter days, in the dispensation of Christ's second coming, when *' be 
*' dial! appear the second time, without sin, unto salvation.''^ We 
therefore have the pronuse of a time when the displays of Divine 
Light and Fewer will be revealed in such a marvelous manner as 
to fulfill the concluding part of the prophecy; *' And it shall come 
** to piss, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.^'' That is to say, sufficient light and power wUl be revealed, 
that all souls who will receive and faithfully obey the final call, will 

* Jfind salvation firom all sin. 

18. By divine revelation, is the' union of the first and second ap- 
pearing of Christ, the unchangeable principles of godliness have 
been brought C5 light and established as the foundation of the eternal 
law of life, for the government of all the followers of Christ forever. 
Aud no divine revelation ever will or ever can be given contrary to 
.these principles. Nothing contrary to the holy life and doctines <^ 
the Savior, can ever stand in bis kingdom; for there is no true gos- 
pel but in the revelation of his Divine nature. But the work of his 
kingdom will forever increase from one degree of order and glory 
to another. Then, of course, there certainly must be a continued 
revelation to direct and bring forth the work in every increasing de- 
gree of this order. 

19. The Savior taught us in praying, to say, '^ Give us this day 
'* our daily bread;'* for we need a daily supply. The food tiiat 
supplied our wants last year, effected the object for which it was de- 
signed; but can be of no use to us now. We must have a fresh 
fliupply to support life, as we advance along the path of our natural 
existence. So with spiritual food : the revelation of God to us, is 
spiritual food to the soul; and when we have received it, we can en- 
joy the benefit of it. But when it has effected its object and done 
its work, it can do no more for us at that time; we shall need an- 
other siq>ply; a further revelatkm then becomes necessary for our 
further support. 

20. For if we should go back to our former religious experience 
and bible revelation, with a view to feed upon that, and refuse to be 
led by present revelation, in the present degree of Ciod's work, we 

• See 1 Cor. ziii. 0, 10. t See AcU iii. 19, 31. t Heb. U. 98. 
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should find no substance m tt; it would be Uke feedlnig^ upon husks. 
Therefore the present gfift of God, which is proseat revelatikm, is al- 
ways necessary for our support. A past revelaiwn, tho' inapevtant 
in ks day, is fike past timBy it cannot be recalled. Thef^fbre list all 
believers who have embraced the gospel of Christ's second appeariB^, 
be careful how they look back to the older of their former experi- 
ence j and trust in that for suppoft. l%ey must have and feel the 
present experience of a present revelation. 

91. But all Ihe good fruit brought fiwth by the precedifig' revela- 
tion, may be gathered and be usefiil, and be still further perfected in 
the increasing work of a future degree. But the oider of that future - 
work may be as different from the former as the making of bread for 
the food of man is different from the manner and work of raisiBg the 
gnun. 

22. Hei« is the ground on which many who have beeii zealous in 
the cause of religion, and received great light ia a former degree af' 
the work of God, yet fail to take hold of an increasing degree of the 
work which follows. They do not compnshend ^ ^iritual bene- 
fit of thi» profifered advancement; but have, in their own wisdom, 
devised something to correspond with their own views. If they can- 
not do this, they are exposed, and often do reject Ihe whole work, 
lose their former convictions and fall back to the worid, and s^lost. 
We Would that all such souls be solemnly warned by tbb consadera^ 
tion) and beware of indulging a spirit of unbelief in the proffered in*' 
crease of gospel light, by means of which many have missed theur day 
of salvation. 

23. When the primitive church fell and lost the revelation of tha 
Holy Spirit, and blended their doctrines with the principles of iAm 
World, the power of the true go^)el of Christ was withdrawn from it, 
and could never be restored and brought to light in its purity, with- 
out ft second revelation of the same Divine Spirit, in nMHe perfect or^ 
der than in the first revelation.. For that degree of light and pow«p 
which could not keep the church from foiling, could not restore k 
when foUen. 

24. But we bless that God from whom flows every good and per* 
foct gift, that we live to see the day in which, by the second appear* 
ingof Christ, the work of the everlasting^ gpoap^ has been revived and 
brought to light in its purity. And by this divine revelation, all his 
promises are effected : for the church of the latter day has been there- 
by brought forth and established in more perfect order than it ever 
was before on earth. This revelation is the rock on which Christ 
promised to build his church*, and m this church, from its first riae» 
all those marvelous operations promised by prophetic revelation, 
have been continually fulfilling. 

• See Matt. xvi. IS. 
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25. In this church, all the apostolic ^fts hare been revived, and 
the power of salvation from sin is attainable by every faithful soul. 
And for several years past this prophecy of Joel has been fulfilling in 
a marvelous manner, by a wonderful outpouring of the -Divine Spirit 
fVom the Heavens, among these chosen people, attended with greater 
flowings of heavenly gifts than we have any account of in any age 
of the world, and thousands now among us are living Mitnesses of 
these things. 

26. And it is ftirther evident to the impartial observer, that this 
prophecy is also gradually fulfilling among the children of men, by a 
nniilar outpouring oi the Spirit, and the movements of the spiritual el- 
ements, attended with these promised gifts to many. These are pre- 
paratory to the ushering in of the everlasting gospel of salvation. 

27. But let all souls understand that God hath an established order 
in which he works by agents of his own appointment; and no soul 
can findlhe light and power of salvation without coming to this order. 
An evident example of this may be seen in the case of Saul of Tar- 
sus, and Cornelius the centurian. For although the former was con- 
victed by a supernatural vision of Christ; and the latter was directed 
by an angel where to send for a messenger of the word of salvation; 
yet both had to receive the gospel and be instructed in their duty by 
a living member of the visible church or body of Christ on earth.* 

28. Christ promised to give to his witnesses the keys of the king- 
dom of Heaven.t If so, then none could enter, unless the way could 
be opened by those keys through these witnesses : and this could not 
be done, unless the applicants would receive their testimony and obey 
their directions. If then, these keys are not restored to the church of 
this day, then salvation is not placed in Zion, according to the pro- 
roise,t for certainly they have been lost for ages, and none have been 
able to enter the work of the kingdom during this period. 

29. But if they have been restored, then no soul can enter the 
kingdom except the way be opened by those witnesses of Christ 
whom he hath appointed to lead his people; and those who would 
enter, must enter by faith and obedience to the directions of those 
witnesses. All who faithfully^do this, and thus prove these principles, 
will gain that light and power in their own souls, that they will have 
the witness in the?nselveSy that this is the revelation of Christ, and 
that the work is truly of God. 

30. Thus all who sincerely desire it, and are willing to sacrifice 
all to do the will of God, may obtain the revelation of the Divine 
Spirit, by which they will know that the work is of God, and will 
g^n the final witness, even eternal life.ll But those who cannot 
open the door into the kingdom of Heaven for the true seeker, are 

• 9«e A«ls ix. and x. t Matt. xvi. 19. t Tua. xWi. 13. II 1 John v. 11. 
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not the true ministers of Oirist, and by their want of this divine pow- 
er, they are known to every true believer. 

31. But where the true body of Christ is, there the honest seeker 
finds his pro(nises verified: ''He that receiveth whomsoever I send^ 
'* receiveth me; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that sent 
'* me."^ A^n, he promised that miraculous signs and gifts should 
follow them that believe; " In my name shall they cast out devils, 
** they shall speak with new tongues," &c.t Shall we believe his 
words, or shall we believe those blind guides, that by their unbelief 
and unrighteous works, clearly prove that they do not possess the 
Spirit of God ? But faithful souls in this day, are witnesses that 
these promises are daily fulfilling. 

• John xiii. 20. t Mark xvi. 17. 
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PART VI. 

TftE SECOND APPEARING OF CHRISt. 

CHAiPTER I. 

Various opinions concerning the manner of Christ's second 
appearing. 

1. It is a prevailing belief among the professors of Christianity, 
that Christ will again appear upon earth, and usher in the latter day of 
glory. But the opinions concerning that event are, perhaps, as va- 
rious as the tenets of their faith. This circumstance, tho* it may 
be considered as an argument in favor of the event itself, is a cer- 
tain proof that they are yet in ignorance respecting the manner in 
which it is to take place, and the work which is to be accomplished 
thereby. Of course, when the event comes to be made manifest by 
the real work of the day, what can be expected but that unbelief, 
opposition and disappointment will follow as the natural consequen- 
ces ? 

2. It is well known that about the time of Christ's personal ap- 
pearance in Judea, the Jews were in earnest expectation of the com- 
ing of the Messiah, who had been promised, from early ages, by the 
repeated predictions of their ancient patriarchs and prophets. But 
concerning the manner of his coming, and the real nature of his 
work, they were left in the dark; and therefore, like natural men, 
they put natural constructions on all the prophecies which related to 
his coming. They expected to see a highly distinguished earthly 
Prince, from the lineage of their kings, ascend the throne of David, 
and sway the royal sceptre with superior power and dignity. They 
firmly beUeved tfiat they should then be delivered from fiieir bondage 
to the Romans; that all their temporal enemies would then be subdu- 
ed and brought into subjection; and that their nation would be exal- 
ted to the highest pitch of temporal glory. 

3. But instead of the mighfy Prince whom they so confidently 
expected, they beheld a man of low degree, of obscure birth and 
parentage, whose appearance was, in their esteem, mean and con- 
temptible, in whom they could see ** no form nor comeliness." In- 
stead of conquering armies at his heels, they saw that hii followers 
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were those of the lowest order of the people. Instead of magnifi- 
cent displays of royal authority, his self denying precept and exam- 
ples were in direct opposition to all their ideas and expectations of 
(eniporal glory. Instead of proclaiming war and destruction to their 
enemies, he preached *' peace and good will to man." Instead of 
revenging their injuries, he forbid them to render evil for evil. In 
stead of exalting the glory of their nation, he denounced the utter 
destruction of their city and temple. And when they were told that 
this man was the promised Messiah, the king of the Jews, they re- 
jected him with scorn, persecuted him through all their coasts, accu- 
sed him of blasphemy against God, and of breaking the laws of 
their country, ^)oke all manner of evil against him, . endeavored fo 
render his name contemptible through the nation, and, as a finishing 
stroke of malicious envy, they put him to the cruel and ignominiout 
death of the cross, in hopes thereby to put an end to the growing in- 
fluence of his testimony which they so much dreaded. 

4. Yet after all their endeavors to destroy the increasing reputa- 
tion of the Savior, to overthrow his testimony, to folsdfy his predic- 
tions and prove him an imposter, they were defeated in their object. 
The blessed gospel of peace and salvation which he introduced, had 
a tar more extensive increase afler his crucifixion than before; his 
testimony was more fully confirmed, and all his predictions cVmcem- 
ing that rebellious nation can^ fully to pass. NotwithstandiBg all 
this, they refused to yield to conviction or stay their enmity. Their 
wilful and determined opposition to the Savior and to his testirooay 
tended only to in9rease their hardness of heart, their blindness and 
unbelief. They still went on to cry down the testimony, and perse- 
cute his followers wherever they could. find them- 

5. These facte are generally understood and believed at the pro- 
sent day; and, in all probability, tlie conduct of the Jews is as ge- 
nerally condemned by the professors of Christianity. And what 
shall be said of these same professors of Christianity, with the know- 
ledge of all these things before them, if, in the manifestation of Christ's 
second appearing, they should be fouiMl speaking and acting under 
the influence of the spirit which actuated the persecuting Jews ? 
Would they believe that while they were praying for Christ's King^ 
dom to come, they were actually fighting against it ? Will they-, 
like the stubborn Jews, obstinately trust in the religion of their far 
thers, which they have so shamefully dishonored, and still sto^ 
their ears and harden their hearts against the increasing light (^ Gk>d ? 
Or will they candidly listen to the voice of reason, and acknowledge 
the truth ? 

6. The Jews believed that God would send them a Deliverer^ ac- 
cording to his promise. But when he came they rejected him, be- 
cause he did not come in the manner which they expected, nor do 
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the work which they expected,. So in the present daj, the pxofe9- 
sors of Christiamty are limg in the full belief that Christ will coma 
<he second time, according to his promise. And why are they not 
as likely to be disappointed in the manner of his coming, and tha 
iMiture of his work, as the Jews were ? Do they profess to be favor- 
ed with the word of God ? So did the Jews. Do they profess faith 
in the promises of God ? So did the Jews. Do they profess to en- 
joy the blessings of divine light, and to worship the only living and 
trae God, while the heathen nations walk in darkness and bow down 
to dumb idols ? So did the Jews. Do they profess to be a people 
highly distinguished and chosen of God to support and maintain tha 
only true religion ? So did the Jews. Is their claim to that distinc- 
tion greater than that of the Jews ? By no means, as will readily 
appeiar by a little examination. 

7. The Jews were the seed of Abraham, to whom the promise was 
made; and tho' they had often rebelled against the God of theif 
Others, who had called them by his name, and had greatly corrupt^ 
ed the law of Moses, which was given for their protection; yet 
&ey strenuously maintained the outward ceremonies of the law; aS 
strenuously, perhaps, as professing Christians of the present day dor 
the outward forms of their religion; and doubtless with as good 
reasons too. For the Jews were not so divided into sects and par- 
ties; and the ceremonies of the law were, to them, a lawful inher- 
itance : whereas the professors of the present day have no sach spe- 
cific and pointed authority for their religious ceremonies. 

8. For the want of such authority, or rather for the want of a suf- 
cient portion of that divine Spirit which their antichristian fathers 
have lost; that Spirit which led the apostles into a knowledge ai 
divine truth, and taught them how to worship God to his acceptance) 
for the want of that Spirit, the religion of modern professors of 
Christianity has been dividing and subdividing into ''names and sects 
and parties," for many hundreds of years, all professedly founded 
on the written words of Christ and his apostles. Yet not one amongp 
fbem all is able to say, with certainty, what is the true import of 
those passages on which they profess to found their contending 83rs-. 
terns and jarring creeds. Since then, they are so divided in &eir 
opinions concerning the religion of Christ's first appearing, which 
they and their fathers have professed to follow for nearly two thou-r 
Sand years, how can they be expected to agree about the manner and 
work of his second appearing ? 

9. Considering all these circumstances, are they not likely to be 
more full of unbelief concerning the testimony of his second com- 
ing, than the Jews were concerning that of his first coming ? The 
unbeMef of the Jews is proverbial. And it is a truth which is con- 
firmed by the expenence of all ages, that every renewed mamfesta- 
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fion of divine light to a lost world, which has been attended with 
an increasing degree of the power and testimony of God against the 
nature of sin, has never failed to meet with opposition from the 
great body of the high standing professors of religion, who have liv- 
ed in the day in which the light was given. Is it not then a matter of 
importance to all who profess the christian religion, and expect to 
be saved by it, but who do not believe that Christ has made his sej 
cond appearance, to beware of rejecting the testimony of those who 
do believe it, lest they be found fighting against God- 

Tho' there are many different opinions among mankind concern- 
ing the second coming of Christ; yet that which seems most gene- 
rally to prevail is, that he will appear in person, and literally fulfil 
those passages of scripture which speak of his *'' coming in the clouds 
of heaven, with power and great glory." In this, however, there 
appears to be a material difference of sentiment. Many believe that 
bis reign on earth of a thousand years, will be in his personal or 
bodily presence : while a still greater proportion seem more inclin- 
ed to think that he will manifest himself by a universal outpouring of 
his Spirit upon the nations of the earth, by which nearly all the in- 
habitants of the world will embrace the christian religion, and enjoy 
a state of universal happiness and prosperity under the spiritual do- 
minion of Christ. Thb latter opinion appears to have gained con- 
siderable ground within a few years. 

12. But it is the prevailing sentiment, if not the general belief, 
among those who have embraced this opinion, that tho' the thou- 
sands years' reign of Christ on earth is to be by his Spirit ; yet at 
the end of this period, he will appear in person, for the final judg- 
nient and consummation of all things. Thus, in order to answer 
their own ideas of the exact fnlfilment of the scripture prophecies 
concerning his coming, they have embraced the plan of two appear- 
ances, yet future; the first in spirit, the second in person.^ Hence 
the thousand years of blessing and prosperity, in which *' the earth 
■ball be fuU of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea,*' is to constitute the millennial state of the world, or latter day 
of glory. This appears very plausible ; but what comes next ? 

13. To render this glorious period the more conformable to hu 
man wisdom, it seems that these modem millennarians have calcula- 
ted to build their millennial paradise upon the old heavens and earth, 
and to enjoy their old christian religion : not indeed exactly in its 
present state, but a little more refined, preserving those fundamental 
principles which were first established by the catholic fathers, and 

• By what aothority do they look for two appearances, yet future ? The scripturea 
anord no such amhority. Hia first appaamiice, predieied by the Jewish propheu, look 
place among the Jews, who rejected and cracified him as an imposter. His f«cond 
MDMrance waa predictad, both by himself and his apoallM, to be nuuU nwnifest by hia 
epuit: and weha^e no promise of atiyothar. . ,,, ,, ...^ 
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afterwards corrected and improved by the great Rtformers; but 
lopping off those useless excrescences which form the distinction be- 
tween the most approved and popular sects; so as to reduce and 
blend all their numerous systems into one, in which they can all 
a^ree. This new modelled, universal i^stem of religion, they ex- 
pect* all will enjoy together, in perfect harmony; and with it, the 
pursuit of those earthly objects which they consider the most condu- 
'Cive to the happiness of man, in his present, natural, state; but en- 
tirely disconnected with those unfortunate occurrences which ' now 
80 oAen disturb and disappoint them in their pursuit of happiness.* 

14. In the formation of such a millennium as tins, they seem to 
forget that God has promised to create " new heavens and a new 
** earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness;** or that the day of the 
" Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 
** diall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
*' with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein, 
** shall be burnt up."t They forget also that, ** The Lord hath 
** purposed to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into con- 
** teHq>t all the honorable of the earth.*^t Or rather, they put far 
away this evil day^ and place these events to the end of that glorious 
millennial period, expecting that they will then be fulfilled, not upon 
them, but upon the wicked. In short, they seem not to know what 
i» meant by the "new heavens and new earth;*' ner what is to be 
understood by the passing away of the first heavens and earth. For 
such is the force of natural ideas on the mind of '* the natural man,** 
who " receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God," that he always 
inclines to put a natural construction on those prophetic descriptions 
in the sacred writings, which relate to the second coming of Christ, 
and to the day of judgment. Hence the ideas of personality and 
locality in contemplating the coming of Christ; and hence the opinion 
of his coming in the natural clouds pf the atmo^here, and operating 
upon tiie natural elements. 

Id. The idea of Christ being personally revealed in the natural 
element of flaihing fire^ " to judge the quick and the dead, to take 
vengeance on his^ adversaries," and receive the righteous into the' 
Elngdom of his Father, is but a counterpart to tiieir millennial plan. 
And here again, they differ so much in their ideas and have formed 
so many different schemes concerning the first resurrection; the re- 
surrection of natural human bodies; the order of trial; the form of 
decision; the awarding of judgment to the wicked; the nature and:* 

• In anticipation of this happy state of religion, and of society, various attempts have 
already been made, in difierent places, and among different denominations, to bring 
about this desirable and long expected event ; but unfortunately, like other BobelUwild' 
en, the^ cannot agree vfho shall be placed on high, or whose religion shall have the 
pre-emiaeoce. Of course they soon get confounded and scattered abroad. 
1 9 Pet. ill. 10, 19. tlsa.zjdu.9. 
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dumtioa of their pvnishmeot; and many other ttoags of a like kind, 
that the whole, taken tog^ether, is much more calculated to confiiM 
and bewilder the mind, and lead mankind into dariuiess on these 
subjects, than to enlighten their understandings. It also affords a 
very striking proof, that the authors of the different schemes, aie 
themselves involved in g^eat darkness concerning these things; and 
confirms the declaration of the prophet Isaiah, that '* daricness shaU 
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people." 

16. Many of late are inclined to think that the millennium has 
already begun to dawn upon the earth; and that those bene volenti 
humane and religious institutions which, of late years> ha¥je so greatly 
increased in the world, are so many evidences oi its coHunencement 
Societies for the abolition of skvery, missicmaiy and bible societies', 
and humane and benevolent societies of ev^ description, together 
with the extensive and general difi^ion <^ the principles of civil and 
religious liberty, are conadered, by many people, as certain pr^udes 
to the ushering in of that period, if not real evidences of its having 
already begun. But it is worthy of observation that, VTith aU these 
highly esteemed and greatly boasted institutions, the general tenets of 
their religion remain the same as before; nor has there been any e»- 
sential change vnlh regard to its practical duties. 

17. As the latter day of glory bias ,been the theme o( patriarchs 
and prophets, of poets and philosophers, of almost every age; and 
as it has been held up to the view of mankind by tiie promises ef 
Gt>d, ever since the fall of man, and most pdlntedly confirmed hy 
Jesus Christ and his inspired apostles; it is certainly rational, as weU 
as scriptural, to believe that it will produce by far the greatest revo- 
lution that the worid ever yet witnessed. 

18. The first mamfestatton of Christ to the Jews, which wa^ at> 
tended virith a great change in the lives and manners of those who 
received him; which abolished their law religion, and established 
the gospel religion, certainly effected a revolution in reli^on vat- 
known befiMre. But as his appearance, at that time, v?a8 personally 
in the flesh, and consequently limited to time and pla6e; and as the 
work, he tl^n commenced was but the prelude, the earnest of that 
wluch is to be made manifest in his second appearing; we must ra- 
tionally believe that, in his second af^aring, he will introduce, and 
bring to pass a work, of which all the former manifestations of God 
to the world, yrere but mere types and- shadows; and compared ynth 
which, these remaikable revolutions in the civil, moral said religioun 
world, are but preparatory events, designed to pave the way for the 
xeal work of ^t glorious revolution which will yet astonish all maa- 
kind. 

19. Whatever may be the o{»nions of mankind concerning the 
second appearing^ of Christy which has been re^esenied by the i^irif 
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€^ prophecy, in many sublkne figures and wonderful similitudes, and 
olten in very myterious language, certain it is, that those (iguratiy6 
representations can nerer be rightly understood tSl the time of their 
fulfilment; and even then, by (hose only who come into the very 
spirit and work of the event itself. This accords with the testimony 
of Jesus to hts disciples, shortly before his crucifixion. " But of that 
" day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of Heaven, but 
*' my Father only."* 

20. In his last interview with his disciples, tiiey being still ignd- 
rant of the nature of his Kingdom, notwithstanding he had said so 
wimch to them about it, asked him saymg; " Lord wilt thou at thit 
** time restore again the kingdom to Israel ?*' He answered, " It i« 
**" not for you to know the times, or the seasons, which the Father 
" hath put in his own power."t And the prophet Daniel, to whom 
many things were revealed concerning the coming of the Messiah, 
testifies saying: '' And I heard but I understood not : flien said I, O 
*• my Lord, what shall be the end of these things ?" And it wag 
answered, " Go thy way, Daniel : for the words are closed up and 
" sealed till the time of tiie end.*'t If then, these things were not 
understood by those witnesses of God to whom they were revealed, 
how can poor shortsighted mortals, at the present day, expect to be 
able to understand them before they enter into the work itself, td 
which these prophecies allude ? 



CHAPTER H. 

The second coming of Christ not the appearance of the same per^ 
sonal Being y hut a manifestation of the same Spirit, This U- 
lustrated by various similitudes^ which also point out the in* 
creasing work of his Kingdom, 

1. As Grod is a Spirit, so his work, pertaining to the restoration of 
fallen man, is a spiritual work. And as the first appearing of Christ, 
to take upon himself human nature and declare his mission, was in 
the flesh; so his second appearing, for the redemption of his people, 
must be in tiie Spirit, and not visible in the person of Jesus, but must 
begin in its proper order. 

2. The word Christ is derived fi-om the Greek word X^ifro^, 
which signifies Anointed, Messiah is a Hebrew word of the same 
import. Jesus being anointed with that Divine Spirit which pro- 
ceeded from God, and which contained the elements of eternal life, 

• M«tt. zxiv. 90. t Acta i. * 7. % Dan. xiL 8 A •* 
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was constituted the Christ of Grod; that is, the anointed of God* 
Wherever that Ettvine Spirits exists, there is Christ in living ele- 
ments; or as the apostle, in writing to the CoUossians, expresses it, 
" Christ in you, the hope of glory."* It is certain that the person 
of Jesus Christ cannot be in any other person; yet, in speaking to 
his disciples, in reference to the time of his 'second appearing, he 
said: " At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye 
** in me, and I in you."t Here is an undeniable testimony of his 
coming, not in the same person, but in Spirit. 

3. Christ, the Anointed of God, was first revealed in Jesus of 
Nazareth. Christ in Spirit was also in the primitive Church. But 
when the spirit of Antichrist entered, and through the influence of 
human wisdom, took the lead and government of the church, then 
the Spirit of Christ was withdrawn : hence it was no more the church 
of Christ, but of Antichrist. The true church of Christ is his liv- 
ing body; but when the Spirit of Christ was withdrawn, and the spi- 
rit of Antichrist entered, it became the body of Antichrist, of course 
it was no longer the body of Christ. 

4. Jesus Christ, when speaking to his disciples of his second com- 
ing, was asked, " Where Lord ?" He did not point out any parti- 
cular place, but said, " WheriBsoever the body is, thither will the 
•* eagles be gathered together. "t By this he plainly intimated that 
his presence and his work would be in his body ; that is, *' the church, 
*^ which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. And 
** he is the head of the body, the church."^ By the ^thering of 
the eagles, he shows, in a striking figure, 'that the evidence of his 
coming, and the nature of his work, will be seen and understood by 
the spiritual discernment of those who, like watchful, keen-eyed ea- 
gles, in quest of food, will be able to discriminate between a living 
and a- dead .body, and gather to that which affords spiritual life and 
nourishment, and let the dead alone.il Thus, in his true and living 
body will Christ be found, ** in the dispensation of the fulness of 
** times.*'1[ There will those truly honest and faithful souls, " who 
^' hunger and thirst after righteousness," be gathered; and there 
"they ^all be filled;" while the lifeless churches of Antichrist, like 
so many dead carcases, which have long been sinking •in their own 
corruptions, are cautiously avoided. 

6. It may perhaps be objected, that when the Savior ascended, 
there stood by the apostles two men in white apparel, and said; 
" This same Jesus which is taken up from you into Heaven, shall 

• Col i S7. t John xiv. 20. t Luke xvii. 37. - 

i Eph. i. 23. & Col i. 18. 
n It is anerted by ■omo naturalists, that tho real eagle will not feed upon a putrid 
earcasK. 

t Eph. 1. 10. 
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" so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into Heaven." 
This however, affords no proof Ihat Ihe natural body of Jesus waf 
taken up into Heaven; but his Spirit undoubtedly did ascend. Yet 
this miraculous ascension was seen by none but those whom he had 
chosen to 'bear witness of it; and their testimony was the only evi^ 
dence the world ever had of it; and even that, very few were willing 
to believe in that day. Nor did any others in those days ever know 
it, excepting those who in faith received the testimony and spirit of 
those who first declared his ascension. They knew, in troth, that 
he had ascended, and that he gave gifts unto them, by which they 
were raised above an earthly nature, and sat with him ** in heavenly 
" places." If then, Christ is to come in like manner, it certainly 
follows, that he must come equally out of the sight of natural men, 
and be equally unknown to the world. Of course, none but his cho- 
sen witnesses can have any knowledge of his coming; so that the 
world must again rely on their testimony, or remain in unbelief. 

6. Again: Christ, by his Spirit, testified to John in the isle of 
Patmos, saying; " Behold I come as a thief! Blessed is he that 
** watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they 
** see his shame."* It is well known that a thief comes privately, in 
(he night, while mankind are asleep, and of course, not on their 
watch. ** For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
** darkness the people: but the Lord shall rise upon thee, and hli 
** glory shall be seen upon thee.''t Thus it appears that the time of 
Christ's coming was to be a tinie of darkness; (of spiritual darkness 
to the world, no doubt;) while he was to arise in his glory, upon 
those who were found faithful to watch and keep their garments — to 
keep themselves clothed with the garments of righteousness, unspot- 
ted from sin. 

7. It is worthy of particular remark, that about the period of the 
first manifestation of Christ's second appearing, there was a time of 
great spiritual darkness, which continued for a number of years. 
And tho' great and exalted were the professions of Christianity, 
throughout the countries called Christendom ; yet the pure and genu- 
ine spirit of Christianity was scarcely known upon earth. There 
were, indeed, many who made great professions of religion ; yet their 
works of darkness greatly dishonored their professions; so that they 
were evidently walking in darkness and discovering their shame, 
from day to day. 

8. This has become more and more apparent among nominal pro- 
fessors, even to this day; and more especially among the higher 
classes of professing Christians, both ministers and .people. And 
thus we see pride and ambition, fraud and violence, hypocrisy and 

• R6T. xn. W. t !■» Ix. 9. 
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deceit, luxary and lust, drunkenness and debauchery, with aknosi 
every crime that can be named, still carried on under the sanctimonir 
ous cloak of a religious profession; while even the common people^ 
who make no profession at all, can see through the deception of their 
pretended goodness — can see the shame of their nakedness, throu^ 
the flimsy cloak of such a profession, which is enough to make the 
' heart sicken at the name of a religion which covers such abomina- 
tions. 

9. Thus Christ having actually came as a thief, in the time ol 
•uch extensive spiritual darkness, while mankind who are living in 
tm, and spiritually asleep, have been utterly unconscious of his com- 
ing, and not being, even now, on their watch, cannot dispover hb ap- 
pearance. People of this description, who make a great profession 
of religion, are ever more ready to contend against the true light of 
Ciod, at such a time, than those who make no such profession. So 
it was in the days of Christ's first appearance; the Scribes and Pha- 
risees, ^e chief priests and elders, and all the great and mighty 
among the Jews, were his greatest opposers and persecutors, while 
*'the common people heard him gladly.''* 

. 10. Many comparisons have been made under prophetic inspira* 
tion, and recorded in. the sacred writings, to show the nature of the 
coming of Christ, and the state of the world at that period. These 
comparisons, tho' natural, evidently point out a spiritual work: for 
the work of Christ's second appearing, being necessarily spiritual, 
must be represented by natural similitudes, if represented at aU, 
ihere being no possible way to represent spiritual things to natural 
men, only by natural similitudes. These, tho' they clearly show 
that the wicked will be taken unawares, in their sins; yet they al- 
most invariably point out a progressive, increasing work. Jesus 
Christ, in his parables, likened the Kingdom of Heaven to many 
tilings which, in their nature, were very different from each other; 
such as a grain of mustard-seed; the sower and his seed; the good 
seed and fiie tares; the leaven; the net cast into the sea; and many 
other things. But as the Kingdom itself is spiritual, and the work 
thereof a spiritual work; it could not be literally like any of those 
natural things to which it was compared; much less like all of them* 
11. The Kingdclhi of Christ, being a spiritual Kingdom, is alto- 
gether beyond the conception of the natural man, until his mind Vi 
enlightened by the Spirit of Christ; and therefore the nature of it 
could not be understood, even by his disciples, who, at that time, 
were but natural men. And yet the things which Jesus brought up 
to view, as comparisons, were very apt similitudes, by which he 
could, with the greatest propriety, represent many things which he 

«M«rlcxii.37. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHA». 11.3 NOT PERSONAL, BUT iPIIlITtrAt. 249 

\new would be made manifest, during his reign upon earth. So that 
when the day itself is ushered in, its work begun, and the nature of 
it understood by those who are in it; then tliese similitudes appear 
very striking and appropriate, and must operate on every candid 
mind, as an incontestible evidence in favor of the present work, and 
prove, to a certainty, that Christ himself is in it; and that his para- 
bles and predictions could not, with any consistency, be fulfilled in 
any other way. 

12. Thus the Kingdom of Heaven is compared to a grain of 
mustard-seed, which was then considered as the least of all seedi. 
" But when it is sown, it groweth up and becometh greater than all 
** herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the 
" air may lodge under the shadow of it."* This clearly shows the 
iirst operations of the work of Christ, in his second coming, to be, 
not only very sSmall, but entirely out of the sight of the world; as 
much so as a grain of mustard-seed is, when covered in the earth. 
It also shews a progressive and increasing work, like the growth of 
the seed to a large plant, the greatest among herbs, branching out 
like a tree, so as to afford shelter for the birds of the air. This is 
an apt similitude of souls who will rise from the earthly nature, and 
ily in the heavenly elements, and rest and find food in the branches 
of the tree of life. 

13. Again it is compared to leaven. " The Kingdom of Heaven 
" is like unto leaven, which a woman took and hid in three mea- 
*• sures of meal, till the whole was leavened.**! This is also a figu- 
rative representation of the hidden and progressive operations of the 
Spirit of Christ, in his second appearing; which is entirely out of 
sight of the world of mankind, both professors and profane; and yet 
it is a work which operates with progressive increase in every faith- 
ful soul. 

14. The KingdcHn of Heaven is also compared to a man's sowing 
good seed in his field, and afterward his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat. This clearly shows that wherever the work ol 
God begins, and the seed of Christ is sown, there the enemy follows, 
with his secret influences, his works of darkness, to corrupt and con- 
taminate the good by a mixture of evil, intendmg thereby to dishonor 
and abase the genuine fruits of the true gospel of Christ, by endeavor- 
ing to blend therewith his wicked and corrupt fruits. Evidences of 
thb have appeared, more or less, in every place where the gospel 
has been planted, since the first opening of the testimony in Ameri- 
ca; yea, and it always has been so from the beginning, whewer any 
work of God appeared, and will undoubtedly continue till the final 
8^>aration shall take place between the good and the evil, and each 
sluill receive its due reward. 

• Mark iv. 39. t Matt. xiii. 9X 
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15. The season of hanrest is a very apt similitude of the coming 
"of Christ. "The harvest is the end of the world, and the reapers 

" are the angels."* It is well known that the work of harvest is a 
progressive work; and tho' it may require the reapers many days to 
accomplish it; yet every stalk of grain, whether good or bad, when 
encircled by the sickle of the reaper, is very suddenly cut down; and 
tho' but an instant before, it was majestically waving in the field, 
without any premonition of its sudden fall, it is henceforth forever 
separated from the foundation on which it stood, and must now* pass 
through a new scene, and either be gathered to a place of safety, for 
the use of the husbandman, or devoted to destruction, according at 
it shall be found to be either good or bad. And such will be the 
fate of all souls in the great harvest of the world. Thus the useful 
wheat and worthless tares are used, as plain similitudes, to show the 
distinction which will be made between those who do good, and 
those who do evil : and the result of the parable is a certain token 
of that righteous and impartial judgment which will reward all souls 
according to their works. 

16. *' Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net that was 
" cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind ; which, when it was 
** full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good in- 
" to vessels, but cast the bad away." This points out a great and 
important work which, in its progress, will make a final separation 
between good and evil. '* So shall it be at the end of the world: 
** the angels (signifying the messengers of truth) shall come forth, 
** and sever the wicked from among the just."t This has been con- 
tinually fulfilling ever since the first gathering of the people in Ame- 
rica; and these are the people, '* upon whom the ends of the world 
are come."t 

17. The event of Christ's second coming is also compared to the 
time of Noah, and the days before the flood. " For as in the days 
" that were before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marry- 
** ing and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into 
•* the ark; and knew not till the flood came and took them all away; 
** so shall it be also in the days of the son of man.' II 

18. Noah was called a preacher of righteousness. But it ap- 
pears that the inhabitants of the old world were disobedient to his 
testimony which undoubtedly continued the whole time the ark was 
building, which is said to be a hundred and twenty years. But not- 
withstanding their unbelief and disobedience, they were at last over- 
taken in their sins, and could not escape. The forementioned siifii- 

* Bdatt xiii. 38 to 42. See also Rev. xiv. 15 to the end. 
t Matt, xiu. 47, 48. 40. % See 1 Cor. z. 11. B Matt, xzir . 38, 39, and Luke zrii. M. 
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litude of our Savior, is ei^denHy designed and well calculated to show 
the state of unbelief, disobedience and disrespect to the testimony of 
the truth, in which mankind will be found; and their careless insen- 
sibility and disregard respecting the second coming of Christ; and 
that altho' they will be earnestly and repeatedly warned by the 
preachers of righteousness, from time to time, and in all probability, 
even from generation to generation, during the time of Christ's reign 
upon earth; yet they will not generally believe the testimony, nor 
turn from their wickedness; but still go on, ** eating and drinking, 
" marrying and giving in marriage," seeking their own gratifications, 
and pursuing their own pleasures, until they are overtaken by judg- 
ments which they cannot escape. 

19. Tho' the judgpnents of God upon the wicked are often spoken 
of as coming suddenly, which is frequently the case in reality; yet 
in the time of Noah's flood, it rained " forty days and forty nights;" 
and in all probability the destruction of lives was not fully accompli^- 
ed till the end of that period ; (for there could have been no use in 
continuing the flood after its design was accomplished.) So in the 
present day, many may remain secure for a long time; but the deluge 
of destruction, tho' it may endure many ages, and operate in many 
ways, will finally accomplish the work for which it is sent. 



CHAPTER III. 

The second manifestation of Christ not instantly universal^ 
but gradual and progressive^ like the rising of the sun. 

f . It has long been maintained that Christ is to come in the clouds 
of heaven, and that all shall see him. In a spiritual sense, this is 
true, and accords with his own testimony: " They shall see the Son 
" of man coming in the clouds of Heaven, with power and great 
'* glory." Again, when questioned before the Jewish council, he 
said, " Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right 
*' hand of Power, and coming in the clouds of Heaven." And 
again: ** Behold he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
" him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the 
*' earth shall wail because of him."* These and other similar pas- 
sages are often advanced as evidences that Christ is not only to come ^ 
openly, in the clouds, but that he will suddenly appear in the most 
public manner, so as to be seen at once, by all mankind, the wick- 

* Sea Matt. xxit. 80; chap, zzvl 04; and Rev. i. T. 
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ed as well as the righteous, who have lived in all ages, and in all 
quarters of the world, 

^ 2. But it ought to be considered in the 6rst place, that these clouds 
are not the common clouds of the atmosphere, but tke clouds of Hea- 
ven; therefore they must be heavenly clouds — clouds of faithful wit- 
niesses of God, who are ready and willing to embrace the testimony 
of Christ, whenever and wherever it shall appear; and to declare it 
to the world without restraint and without disguise. " Who are these 
" that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows ? — Seemg 
" we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses.'** 
^hus cloud is used in scripture as a figure to express a multitude; 
and in this sense it was often used by ancient writers, both sacred 
and profane. 

3. Secondly. As Christ, the annointed of God, is a S^urit, 
and can only be seen and known in the spirit; therefore his King- 
dom must be spiritual and divine; not natural and sensual. Hence, 
as before stated, his appearance must be in the spirit; and the clouds 
in which he appears must be spiritual clouds, pertaining to be spirit- 
ual heavens; and these things must be discerned by spiritual light; 
for, " The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; 
" for they are foolishness to him; neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned, "t Yet the natural man looks 
for Christ to come in a bodily appearance, through the clouds of the 
natural heavens, and expects, with his natural eyes, to behold in him 
a supernatural being, magnificently great and transcendantly glori- 
ous; and supposes Qiat his appearance will be universally visible that 
every eye in heaven, earth and hell shall see him at once. 

4. But a little reflection will sh«w the inconsistency of this opin- 
ion. For if Christ should descend in person, fr«m the starry re- 
pons to this earth, and appear in our hemisphere, though in ever so 
great splendor, he could not be seen at the same time, by (hose who 
live on the opposite side of the globe. But in order to be seen by 
fhem, in the same manner, he must descend in their hemisphere. And 
to be seen in both hemispheres at once, he must descend in two opposite 
directions at the same time. But if Christ b to make a bodily appear- 
ance, as a personal or material being, as many suppose, it must be 
impossible for him to descend in this mannei. For it is a self-evi- 
dent truth, as every person of sense will acknowledge, that no ma- 
terial substance or local being, can descend from two opposite direc- 
tions in the heavens, and appear in two opposite hemispheres, and 

-v on two opposite sides of the earth, at one and the same time. Thus 
the natural man's plan destroys itself. But if we consider Christ 
as the elemental spirit of eternal life, the difficulty is at once remov- 

• Tm. Ix. 8, and Heb, xii. 1. t 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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ed; because upon this principle, that Spirit can appear in many pla- 
ces at the same time, however distant or differently situated . 

6, Thirdly. It appears evident, not only from the testimony of 
the scriptures, but from the very nature of God, who is Spirit, that 
the work of Christ in the new creation, pertaining to the salvatioQ 
and redemption of man, is a spiritual work. This none can deny. 
Therefore the things relating to Christ's second coming, and the fin- 
ishing of the mystery of God, must be of a spiritual nature. How 
then should the natural man be able to conceive of these things in 
their true light, seeing he receirfeth not the things of the Spirit 
of God 1 

6. The ideas formed in the mind of man, concerning the coming 
of Christ in the natural clouds, and appearing visible to the natural 
eye, are merely natural conceptions; natural enough indeed to the 
natural man, and, therefore, if the forecited testimony of die apostle 
be true, they must be false conceptions. It is true that, in the pro 
gress of his work, "every eye shall see him;" for he will be made 
manifest to all, either to their everlasting joy or sorrow; but they 
will see him with the eyes of the soul, not of the body. Those who 
accept the invitation, and come when called, and faidifully obey the 
testimony of the gospel, will see him to their joy and salvation; but 
those who reject it, to their condemnation and sorrow. ^ the for- 
mer it will prove " the savor of life unto life;" but to the latter, " ihe 
savor of death unto death." 

If, But it may he objected that Jesus Christ himself has said, "As 
'* the lightning cometh out of the east, ^d shineth even unto the 
" west, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.*' This pas- 
sage of scripture is generally quoted as an evidence of the instanta- 
neous and universal manifestation of Christ in his second appearing. 
But we apprehend that when the passage is duly considered, and its 
real import rightly understood, the objection founded upon it will 
appear groundless. It is ^ell known that our Savior oflen made 
use of natural things, and natural occurrences, as similitudes to rep- 
resent and illustrate things of a spiritual nature. In the above quo- 
ted passs^e, he alluded to the dawning of the day, and the breaking 
forth of the morning light in the east, as a clear and striking simili- 
tude of the commencement of that period, so often represented in 
scripture, as the day of gospel light and liberty, or thousand years of 
Christ's reign upon earth. This appears evident from the following 
considerations: « 

8. It is not the peculiar nature of lightning *' to come out of the 
east and shine even unto the west;" its flashes, though oflen seen in 
every direction, are known, in this country, to comd out of the 
west much oftener than out of the east; and they never extend so 
as to be seen bat a few miles distant^ in atiy direction. If therefore 
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Christ intended, by the similitude of lightning, to represent an instan- 
taneous and universal display- of his second appearance, the similitude 
is quite imperfect — ^the comparison falls very short. 

2. The Greek word d^pa*^ though sometimes properly translated 
lightning, signifies any vivid brightness or shining light, as that of 
the sun, or of a star, a lamp or candle, as the same word is used in 
other places.* It is sometimes used to signify the breaking forth 
of light, as the dawning of the day, or the rising of the sun, which 
is evidently the meaning in the textguoted above. The light breaks 
forth in the east, **and shineth even unto the west," still progressing 
on in its western direction, till it enlightens the whole earth; and this 
it will efifectually do in the space of twenty-four hours, so that all 
nations, even every eye, may see the light thereof; unless it be those 
who through blindness or some other cause, are deprived of that pri- 
vilege. 

10. We also find (he same testimony in Luke, but a little differ- 
ently expressed : "As the lightning tiiat lighteneth,*' or more pro- 
perly, " As the shining light that shineth forth from the one part 
" under heaven, and giveth light unto the other part under heaven; 
" so shall also the Son of man be in his day."t This plainly implies 
that, as thj light of the natural day (alluding to the sun as before) 
proceeds in its course, enlightening the earth from place to place, 
80 in the progressive increase of divine light, in the millennial day, 
it will continue to shine from one place to another, until all the earth 
or every part under heaven, shall l>e fully illuminated. Not tiiat all 
will receive the light and profit by it; for many will undoubtedly hate 
and shun it to their condemnation; according to the testimony of 
our Savior: "And this is the condemnation, that light is come into 
" the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
" deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil, hateth the light, 
* ■ neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved."t 

11. The same ideas concerning an inHantaneously universal dis- 
display of the coming of Christ, in the clouds of the sky, which so 
generally prevail at the present day, were doubtless entertained by 
the translators of the Bible. Hence it is easy to account for the trans- 
lation of so manv passages in a manner most favorable to their pre- 
conceived notions; and especially where the word;) in the original 
would admit of such a tianslation.il 

* The same original word which in Matthew xxiv. 27, ia translated lightning, 
is in liUke xi. 36, translated bri^iht shining ; in Lnke xxiv. 4, as an adjective, it is 
translated shining ; and in Acts ix. 3, used as a verb, it is translated shined ; as the 
reader may se^. t Luke xvii.' 24. 

t John iii. 19, 90. The werd here translated reproved, signifies discovered or exposed. 

II But whatever ideas the natural man may form respecting a second personal ap- 
pearance of Christ, his own words must decide the point. He says, " Yet a little while 
and the world seeth me no more." John xiv. 19. Hence it is evident that ia p«tao- 
nal appewftoct, ht ntver will again be Men by the eyes •( the world. 
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12. As lo the expressions, " In a moment, in the twinkling of ah 
eye, at the last trump," and such like, nothing can be proved from 
them to confirm the opinion ot an instantaneous and, at the same 
time, a universal display of Christ's second coming to judge the 
world. Nor are those expressions, even in the most literal sense, 
by any means inconsistent with the idea of the events having begun 
to take place in this country more than forty years ago; but is pdr-» 
fectly consistent with the belief of its having taken place suddenly, 
-vnth respect to thousands, during that period of time ; and also with 
the belief that it may take place as suddenly, with respect to many 
thousands more, within forty years to come. For although the in- 
crease of the light of the gospel in the soul, is gradual and progres- 
sive, from its dawn to the perfect day; yet the conviction of sin, 
and also the first rays of light, are often sudden and instantaneous; 
and so also are the judgments of God on the wicked, and many oth- 
er changes which both the righteous and the wicked will find 
to pass through, before God shall have finished his work in them, 
and with them. . 

13. But it will be necessary to illustrate, more particularly, the 
progress of the work of God, in Christ's second coming, by the si- 
militude of the breaking forth of light in the east : for as before 
observed, our Savior, in this similitude, evidently alluded to the 
sun, the light of the natural day, and not to the lightning. It is 
well known that the day fir^st commences by the dawning of light in 
the east. The twilight succeeds; and the morning light gradually 
increases till the rising of the sun. The sun however, does not shine 
over the face of the whole earth at one and the same time; but ap- 
pears rising from one degree of longitude to another still farther 
west, until, in the space of twenty-four hours, it is seen rising and 
enlightening the whole habitable globe. So that it necessarily hap- 
pens, that while the eastern nations are enjoying the cheering rays 
of the morning sun, the western world is wrapped in midnight dark- 



14. Agreeable to this comparison, if we consider the great length 
of the millennial day, we may readily perceive that, in its progress 
through its whole course, there must be a great diflFerence in the pe- 
riod of its commencement, in diflFerent parts of the world. TJie la- 
bors and employments of the natural day are as various as the times of 
their commencement. The act of waking from sleep, of risings- 
dressing, and performing the duties of the morning, or of making 
preparation for the more important work of the day, is very different 
from the general labors of the day; yet this morning labor is really 
necessary, and preparatory to that which appears more important 
But it must be considered that this preparatory or morning labpr can- 
not take place all over the earth at once ; and so it is also with regard to 
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the general labors of the day. For while the labors of the morning 
afe going on in 0n6* pari of Ihe earth, the midday labors are pro- 
gressing in another part, and the evening labors in another. Thns 
the morning, midday, afternoon and evening labors are all in actual 
operation at one and the same time, but in different and distant parts 
Of the earth. 

. 16. " So also shall the coming of the Son of man be." The 
light of the millennial day is as gradual and various, in its com- 
mencement and progress, as the light of the natural day; and, like 
this, cannot possibly take place throughout the world at once, 
any more ^n the tight of thie sun can be seen at once over the face 
of the whole earth. It appears to be the prevailing opinion among 
those who are looking for the millennium, that the preparation for that 
day is to be finished over the whole world fiisU andtibat the second com- 
ing of Christ is to take place in a similar manner, and become at 
once universal. This idea is wholly inconsistent with reason, and has 
to foundation in truth. 

16. Among the many providential events which are evidently pre- 
paratory to the introduction of this new era to the world, we may 
i^emark : 

17. 1. The extensive and increadng prevalence of the spirit of 
feligious toleration among mankind. This is absolutely necessary 
in order to check and bind the spirit of persecution, which would 
otherwise ragie beyond control, at the introduction of a new religion 
which must and will be contrary to every feeling of the carnal nature 
of man. 

18. 2. The increasing sense of the importance of peace ani 
good will among mankind, as absolutely essential to Christianity; 
and the many exertions in various places to promote this desirable 
object by means of peace societies and peace publications. These 
are essentially necessary, in order to curb those Cain-like passions of 
man, which would otherwise defeat, if possible, every attempt to 
propagate a peaceful and sinless gospel among the inhabitants of a 
contentious and sinful world. 

19. 3. The many exertions which are made through the influence 
of benevolent and humane societies, and other liberal means for 
the abolition of slavery^ and the amelioration of mankind. This 
is ah important object: for unless every nation, class and color of 
people, can enjoy free, just and equitable rights, they cannot be 
tnade the partakers of a free, just and equitable religion, the bene- 
volent and impartial gift of Him who *' hath made of one blood all 
" nations of men." 

20. 4. The increasing attention to the important concerns of re- 
ligion, and the many religious revivals which are continually springing 
up in various places, attended with manifestations of peculiar light 
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and power. These are the most effectual operations of Divine Pro- 
vidence to excite mankind to see and feel the necessity of finding 
some way of deliverance from the bondage of sin, and to call them 
to that genuine repentance which leads to a life of righteous- 
ness and true holiness, *' without which no man shall see the 
** Lord." 

21. Some seem to be aware that these events are preparatory to 
the millenrdum, and view them as evident signs of the coming of 
Christ, while they are utterly unconscious that the preparation and tli« 
real work ^f the day are both in actual progression, at the same time, 
agr^able to the similitude already noticed. The work of rising 
from spiritual sleep, of being convinced of the need of a Savior, and 
of lifting up the head and looking for redemption in Christ's second 
coming,* are all very different from receiving and walking in him, 
and being in the real work of his Kingdom ; yet all these are nece»i» 
sary,and pertain to the work of the millennial day. The foremen- 
tioned providential events are evident preparations, and actual signs 
of the approach of that day to an extensive increase, which, in a li<^ 
mited degree, has already commenced. 

22. Many, seeing these signs, are looking for the appearance of 
the Son of man, not knowing that he is already come,- or where to 
l#ok for him. The reflecting rays of the Sun of righteousness waka 
souls from the sleep of a fallen, sinful nature, and afford them light 
to see their lost and deplorable state, «nd their absolute need of a 
Savior. Hence they sigh and groan for deliverance, and hence they 
pray and wrestle in spirit, for that redemption which is promised in 
the day of phrist's second appearing. And all who continue honest 
and faithful to the preparatory light,. looking and waiting for his com- 
ing, are noticed of God, and will be in readiness to receive and en- 
ter into the perfect work of (he day, whenever it shall be manifested 
to them. 

23. Various are the opinions respecting the Millennium, or thou- 
sand years' reign of the saints. This reign must be on earth, in 
union vnth the saints in Heaven : for the whole scene is laid on earth. 
We consider the millennial day and the reign of Christ on earth, 
one and the same in substance. But the millennium points out the pe- 
riod of time and the order of the work, progressively extending 
through all nations, in which, by a great chain of providential events, 
the rights of man and the liberty of conscience will be established. 
By this chain Satan will be bound, so that he cannot deceive the na- 
tions with his ecclesiastical and persecuting power, as he has done 
during the long and extensive reign of Anticlurist, and by ihu means 

• 8«e Luke zxi. Si. 
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{yrevent (he preacbing of the true gospel of Christ, and obstruct th9 
l^wth and extension of the Kingdom of the saints of the Most High* 
But individuals will still be left, to their free choice, to choose or re- 
(hse the different degrees of the work of God. 

24. iXiring this period the ererlasting gospel will be preached to 
every nation kindred, tongue and people."*' But the principles of in- 
fidelity will be growing and extending in the world, wherever the 
gospel shall come. And when all people have learned its require- 
Inents, and the wilfing and honest-hearted shall have received and 
obeyed its calls, and gathered into the camp of the saints; and the 
iinwiHing and disaffected shall have refused and rejected it; then these 
iiiidel principles, winch make war with the Lamb,t will in the end» 
produce the final struggle of those of all nations who are led by Sa- 
tan, in the spirit of infidelity, against the camp of the saints. But 
Ihcy win be overcome by the divine fire of Heaven . And this dis- 
|$!ay will prove the camp of the saints to be the everlasting Kingdom 
6[ Christ, in triumphant glory, which can never be made fully mani* 
ftet tmtil this event shall take place. 

25. It is evident that the work predicted to succeed the loosing of 
Satan for a tittle season, could not take place until the everlasting 
fospel should be " preached in all the world for a witness to all na- 
•* tions.** For how could the camp of the saints be compassed by, 
the nations, tintil it should be first extended through all nations ? And 
lk)W cfoutd flie nations in tho four quarters of the earth be gathered 
by Satan, and go up on tlie breadth of the earth, against the camp 
€ff the saints, until they had all heard the testimony of the gospel 
ftom the saints of the Most High, and rebelled against it It 



CHAPTER IV. 

1t%e Mantfestation of Christ in the I^emak* 

1. Mant objections h^ve been raised against the doctrine of the 
appearance of Christ in the female, the principal ground of which 
stems to be, &at it is not warranted by scripture, nor consistent with 
reason. To obviate these objections and confirm the doctrine, both 
by scripture and reason, is the design of this chapter. 

2. In searching the records of scripture we find that, on many 
extraordinary occasions, in past ages, there were females, as well as 
males, i^ised up and qualified to do the will of Grod and to accom- 
plish his woric. lliere were prophetesses, as well as prophets, in 

•SMlUT.ziT.S. tR«T.xTiil4. |8««IUt. n. 
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ihose days; which evidently shows ^at women, as well lui men, were 
not only designed to enjoy the special favor of Grod; but also thai 
they were originally designed to have a correspondent share in teach* 
ing and guiding the human race, in direcf;ing.the destinies of nations 
and governing the world, which is composed of females as well as oi 
males, who certainly stand in need of instruction, direction and go* 
ternment. 

3. It appears evident that Miriam tiie prophetess had a share with 
Moses and Aaron, in delivering the children of Israel from the 
bondage of Egypt, and in leading them through the wilderness: fop 
ftms saith the Lord; '^ I brought thee up out of the land of Kg3rpt, 
** and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent bei<Mre 
" thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam/'^ Esther was also raised up ae 
an instrument in the hands of God, to deliver the Jews from destnic-* 
tion, when no man was found able to do it. 

4. Deborah the prophetess, was also raised up, in the days of the 
Judges, and set over Israel; and, through her instnimentali^, a very 
great deliverance was wrought for that nation.! This appears the 
more extraordinary, as being a deliverance from their bondage to the 
original inhabitant^ of the land of Canaan, whom they had been com* 
manded to cast out and destroy; and it appears to be the only time 
that they, as a nation, were ever brought into bondage to these na- 
tives of the land. *^ And the hand of the children of Israel prospered 
and prevailed," under the ministration of Deborah, until they destroy* 
ed the power of the Canaanites, so that they never obtained any do* 
minion over Israel afterwards. Thus the work which had been be* 
gun by Joshua, (who was a type of Jesus,) was at length completed 
by a female. 

5. Herein was typified the work of God in Christ's first and se- 
cond appearance, as it respected the warfare of Christiai^ against 
their spiritual enemies. The Canaanites prefigured the carnal pas- 
sions of human nature, which God had commanded his people to cast 
out, and against which Jesus Christ began the warfare. But by 
leaguing with them, as the Israelites did with the Canaanites, the 
primitive Christians, in process of time, lost their power and their 
order, and were overcome and held in bondage by these carnal pas- 
sions, until the way was opened for a final deliverance, through the 
instrumentality of a female. 

6. The song of Deborah, after this extraordinary victory, is worthy 
of remark. '' They ceased in Israel, until that I Deborah arose, 
that I arose a mother in Israel." If then a mother was raised up in 
Israel to deliver that nation from their bondage to the Canaanites, 

* Mieah ▼{. 4. 1 8«« Judges, chap. hr. 
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%nd to destroy their power and dominion over Israel, why should it 
be thought inconsistent for God to raise up a mother in spiritual Israel, 
to deliver them from their bondage to the spiritual Canaanites, and to 
destroy their power and dominion, and thus to complete the work 
which Jesus began ? 

7. The many instances recorded in the sacred writings, prove be- 
yond dispute, that in past ages, God did condescend to reveal his 
mind and will to females, who were then commissioned, by Divine 
Authority, to bear testimony thereof to man. And the two signal 
instances of deliverance effected through the instrumentality of Debo- 
rah and Esther, are sufficient to show that God did, on each of these 
extraordinary occasions, raise up and empower a female to accom- 
plish an extraordinary deliverance, which was beyond the power of 
man to eifect without their assistance. 

8. If then, Grod has, in these last days, raised up a female to re>- 
yeal the true testimony and Spirit of Christ, and endowed her with 
power to effect the deliverance of lost man from the bondage of sin^ 
and to usher in the latter day of glory, shall man reject the work on 
l^at account ? Is it too debasing to the pride and haughtiness of 
fallen man ? If so, let it be remembered that, " The Lord of hosts 
'* hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into 
*/ contempt all the honorable of the earth. And the loftiness of man 
'.' shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made 
*•' low; and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day."* 

'9. It is well known that when souls come to be awakened to a 
feeling sense of their need of salvation, their general cry is, " What 
" shall we do to be saved ? — Lord, send by whom thou wilt send — 
** Work by means of thy own choosing; only show us thy will — 
'i bring us salvation from the bondage of sin." It is on these condi- 
tions we are willing to receive Christ, tho' revealed in a manner 
contrary to every feeling of a fallen nature. We are determined to 
exalt the Lord alone — to know none but Christ, wherever manifested 
and in whomsoever found, and to bear the cross, tho' it crucify us to 
the world, and the world to us. 

• 10. Altho' it was necessary that the spirit of Christ should be mani- 
fested in both male and female; yet no. man nor woman that ever ap- 
pgeared on earth, could ever be a proper object of divine worship. 
** God is Spirit; and they that worship him, must worship in spirit 
** and in truth, "t God is therefore {he only proper object of divine 
worship; and no one can ever worship in the spiritual work ef God» 
unless called and directed by the Spirit of Christ : for according to 
his own testimony, " No man Cometh unto the Father but by me.*'t 
Therefore no man can worship God, but through Christ; and the 

• ha. ii. 17, and zxiii. f . t John !▼. 94. t John xW. €. 
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only true worship that we can render to God, is to honor and glorify 
him by yielding obedience to his will. And tho' a portion of the 
Spirit of Christ must be in every soul, in order to unite them to his 
body; yet the manifestation of the will of God for the guide and di- 
rection of souls, in his true spiritual work, must be revealed in the 
order of God's appointment, through those witnesses whom he sends 
for that purpose. 

11. As the divine Spirit and Will of God, in these last days, has 
been manifested in Christ,* through the two first messengers of sal- 
vation: so the same spirit continues to manifest his will, through the 
same line and order, in the Church of Christ, and will ever continue 
so to do, as long as Christ shall continue to have a true church on earth. 
Therefore, as the ancients worshiped the God of their fathers; so wor- 
ship we that God who has been revealed to us by our spiritual parents 
in the gospel, whom God hath raised up and sent to open the way of 
salvation to us. We worship neither man nor woman; but we honor 
and obey the Spirit of Christ, whether revealed in man, woman or child. 

12. The natural creation, and the things therein contained, are 
figurative representations of the spiritual creation which is to super- 
cede it, as we have already shown.t The first parents of the natural 
world were created male and female. The man was first in his 
creation, and the woman was afterwards taken from his substance, 
and placed in her proper order to be the second in the government 
and dominion of the natural world; and the order of man's creation 
was not complete till this was done. For it must be acknowledged 
by all, that without male and female, the perfection of man, in his 
natural creation, must have been less complete than that of the infe- 
rior part of the •creation, which was evidently created male and fe- 
male. Hence it must appear obvious, that in the spiritual creation, 
man and woman, when raised from a natural to a spiritual state, must 
still be male and female : for the spiritual state of man, which is sub- 
stantial and eternal, cannot be less perfect in its order, than his na- 
tural state, which is but temporal, and figurative of the spiritual. 

13. As the true Church of Christ, which is his body, is com- 
posed of male and female, as its members; and as there must be a 
correspondent spiritual union between the male and female, to render 
the Church complete, as a spiritual body; so it is essentially neces- 
sary that such a spiritual union should exist in the head of that body, 
which is Christ; otherwise there could be no source from which such 
a correspondent, spiritual union could flow to the body. It must be 
admitted by every reasonable person, that the order of man cannot 
be complete without the woman. If so, then the Church cannot ex- 

• See 1 John ri. ft : also 1 John i. 1 and 2. The term here translated WweL properly 
signifies in the original, Divine Intelligence, or mind of Power and Wisdom. For hi this 
imiMf, which is true Christ, God is rsvealed to us. See 1 Cor. ii. 16. t See Part 3, chap. iii. 
page 199. 
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Itt, in its proper order, without male and female members: for ** tici- 
" ther is the man without the woman, nor the woman without the 
•'man, in the Lord."* And it would be very unreasonable to sup- 
pose tluit the body of Christ should be more complete and perfect in 
its order, than the head. This would give the body a superioity 
over the head. 

14. This spiritual union between the male and female, in the body 
and in the head of the Church, is that which the apostle calls a great 
mystery.^ And indeed it is a g^at mystery to the lost children of 
men, who seem to have no conception of any other union between the 
male and femsde, than that which is natural, according t^ the order of 
the flesh. Nor do they seem to know any other design in the crea- 
tion of the female, nor any other essential use for her than that of 
carnal enjoyment in a sexual union, and the production of ofi&pring 
through that medium. But the work of Christ, being a spiritual 
work, the union must therefore be spiritual; and it is impossible for 
souls to come into this work, and enjoy this union, unless the Spirif 
of Christ becomes their life. 

15, Since, then, Christ must appear in every female, as well as in 
every male, before they can be saved; and since that Divine Spirit 
has appeared in one man, whom God hath chosen as the Captain of 
our salvation, and an example of righteousness to all men; is it not 
reasonable and consistent that the same anointing Power, (which is 
Christ) should also appear in a woman, and distinguish her as a leader, 
and an example of righteousness to all women ? 

16. ' It may be asked, How can Christ appear in a woman ? With 
the same propriety we might ask. How can Christ appear in a man ? 
Christ is a Spirit: *' The Lord is that Spirit"! In that Spirit is 
contained the only power of salvation. If Christ could not appear 
in a man, then no man could be saved; so also, if Christ could not 
appear in a woman, then no woman could be saved. Christ first 
appeared in Jesus of Nazareth, as the Bridegroom, by which he 
was constituted the head and Father of the new and ^iritual crea- 
tion of God. The ^irit of Christ was in the primitive Church; and 
the Spirit of Christ is also in every one of his true and faithful fol- 
lowers. The Spirit of Christ is the same, in substance, whether re- 
vealed in man, woman or child, but in different orders. 

17. It may perhaps be urged, by way of objection, that if a fe- 
male was to be raised up, to stand in a correspondent connection 
with the first-born Son of God, in order to usher in the latter day of 
glpty, and bring about the regeneration of a lost world, it would 
appear reasonable that she also, as well as he, should have been 
brought forth by a miraculous birth. But a little reflection will 

•lC©r.». 11. tEph. ▼.99. J « Cor. Hi. IT. 
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(bow the impropriety of this.. Such a birth would not have corres- 
ponded with the figure given in the creation of the first man and wo- 
man. Adam was called *' the figure of him that was to come."* 
He had a miraculous creation, being formed out of the dust of the 
earlh, and was the son of Giod in the natural and figurative creation. 
(See Luke iii. 38.) Jesus had also a miraculous birth, being bom of 
a virgin, without the co-operation of man, and being the agent of 
(he Divine Intelligence, became the son of God in the Divine orden 
(See John i. 14.) But this virgin, being a natural woman, a daugh* 
ter of Adam, her body was of the earth; and in this sense, she waa 
as the dust of the earth, tho* in its highest state of natural perfection 
under the fall, as was needful it should be, when designed for suck 
an extraordinary purpose. 

18. lEve, who was ^' the figure of her that was to come," waa 
not created out of the dust of the ea,rth, as Adam was, but was 
formed of his substance, and taken. from his body; therefore she was 
dependent on him, and it was her duty to be subject to him as her 
head and lord. Had the woman been created in the same manner 
that the man vras, there would have been two separate heads of the 
creation; and as neither of them could have had the pre-eminence, 
as to the origin of their creation; so neither of them could thereby 
have been placed in a state of subordination to the other. So also, 
i^eeable to this figure, the second Eve was not brought forth in the 
same manner that the second A.dam was; but, as to her person, sha. 
came into tlie world as all women do. But as the substance of the 
first woman was taken from the body of the first man, so that Divine 
spirit with which the second woman was endowed, and which con* 
stituted her the second Eve, and the Mother of the new creation, was 
taken from the Divine Spirit of the second Adam; the Lord Jesus 
Christ; therefcM'e she was necessarily dependent on him, was subject 
to him, and always acknowledged him as her head and lord. 

19. It was absolutely necessary tiiat the human tabernacle, soul 
and body, of Jesus Christ, ^ould not only be created in a superna- 
tural manner, by the Divine agency of the Eternal Father and 
MpTHEB; but also in a state superior to that of the first Adam; other- 
wise he could never have had Uie pre-eminence, as to the superiority 
of his origin. As no stream can rise higher than its foui]^in, so no 
being could proceed by natural generation, from the loins of Adam, 
with a life superior to that which he possessed; for he was formed 
of the elements of temporal life, and not of the elements of eternal 
life.t Therefore, had Jesus been begotten of the seed of Adam, 

• Bom. T. 14. 

t Had Adam been formed of the elements of eternal life, he eoald not have died : for 
that which ia eternal can never die. Bat when God •pake to Adan ooneerning the tree 
ef t^ie knowledge of good and evil, he mid, *' In the day thou eatett thereof thou shalt 
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Lis life could not have been superior to tiie life of Adam; nor could 
he have been the medium of superior power; hence he could not 
have been the first to' possess eternal life; and ttierefore the source of 
eternal life could not have been in him; consequently it could not 
have been brdU^ht to light by him. 

20. But Jesus being created in an order superior to that of tb^ 
first Adam,' he was the first who received the elements of eternal life 
from his Etenial Parents, His divine creaUon and superior ordor 
was announced by the message of the angel to Mary: " The Holy 
^ Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
** overshadow thee.*'* Here was plainly manifested the operatioif 
of the Eternal two, the Highest and the Holy Spikit, by whom 
fhe Holy Child Jesus was created, in whom the Son of Grod was re« 
vealed, and eternal life was brought to light. t He was doubtlesi 
the superior production of human nature, and possessed the greatest 
natural powers. How else could he have been the head of the ho- 
ftian race ? This is evident from his temptations on the mount, for 
the temptation could not have been disproportioned to the capackiet 
of his creation. It is further evidenced by his own words: " Behold 
** a greater than Solomon is here.'' Ho was created in a maimer 
and order which showed that in him the works and order of natural 
generation ceased, and a new and spiritual creation, not " according 
" to the wUi of the flesh, nor the will of man," should begin. 

21. Let it be here understood that Christ is a Divine Spirit, and 
the man Jesus was not constituted the Christ, or the real Messiah, un« 
til anointed of God, and put in full possession of that Spirit which, 
at his baptism, descended upon and abode with him, in form of a 
Dove, This heavenly Dove was the real Christ, the Son of Qod.t 
And as the human race, in their fallen and lost state, are composed 
of male and female; so it is necessary that the Spirit of Christ, in 
which is the only power of salvation, should be manifested in botli 
male and female, in order to complete ^e woik of regeneratioa 
and salvation. 

22. But it may still be urged, that if it was necessary for God to 
endow a female with the spirit of eternal life, to make her a partak- 
er with Jesus Christ in the power ofi»lvation, and to co-operaie with 

tmnly die.*' This was fulfilled. This riiows the absurd fty of the idea, that Jesus Christ 
came into the wcvld for no higher purpese than to raise 'man to the state from whence 
Adam fell. His work was to overcome the death of the fall, and rise otrt of the lif« 
and order of nature, into eternal life, and heavenly order ; and his Spirit will effect the 
same in his followers, or children. See Heb. ii. 1?, 14. 

• Luke i. 35. 

t It is proper to remark here, that in all langoagas, the term Holy Ohost is the tam^ 
as Holy Spirit, and Is generally expressed by a substantive in the neuter gender, which, 
of itself, implies neither male nor female. The application of masculine or raminiiM 
terms to the Holy Spirit, must depend on its relative manifestations, and its operation 
in the line of male or female, 
t See John i 83.14 
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him in the work of regeneration, it would at least have been mora 
reasonable and consistent, had sihe been a virgin ebaracter. But it 
ought to be considered that mankind are lost in the works of genera- 
tion; and that it was therefore necessary that one who was actually 
under that loss, should first set the example and take the lead in com- 
ing out of it. Therefore, had a virgin character been chosen, tho* 
she might have been a pattern of righteousness; yet she could not 
have set the example of commg out of a state into wliich she had 
never entered. Jesus Christ himself never went into the work of 
generation; therefore he could not set the example of coming out of 
It; but he could, and did set the example of abstaining from it, iui 
well as from all mianner of evil. 

23. As the first Eve, through the deceitful influence of the power 
<if evil; was the fifst to violate the temple of chastity, and to lead maii- 
kind into the work of generation, in actual disobedience to the positive 
command of God, and by this means corrupted the work at the very 
fountain; so«a femde, who was the natural of&pring of the first Eve, 
and under the same loss, was the proper character to be etnpowered 
to break the charm which binds mankind under that loss, and to 
take the lead in coming out of it. 

24. Ann Lee was the distii^uished female who was chosen for 
that purpose; and being wrought upon by the power of God, she ac- 
tually took up a final cross against that nature, and against all those 
propensities which lead to the gratification of it. And having re- 
ceived the spirit of Christ, by the operation of which her. soul waa 
purified trom the fallen nature of the flesh, she rose superior to it, 
and by her example and testimony, she actually led the way out of 
that nature and all its works, and was prepared to stand in a proper 
order to manifest the Spirit of Christ in the female line. Hence the 
image and likeness of tbe Eternal Mother was formed in her, as 
the first bonTDaughter,* as really as the iraage^and likeness of the 
Eternal Father was formed in the Lord Jesus, the first bom Son. 
Thus was she constituted the second heir in the covenant of promise, 
and was placed in a correspondent connection with Jesus Christ, ia 
the second pillar of the church of God in the new creation. 

26. We would by no means be understood to apply this charac- 
ter to the human tabernacle of Ann Liee ; that tabernacle was btit 
fiesh and blood, like those of all other women; but it was a chosen 
vessel, occupied as an instrument, by the Spirit cf Christ, the Lord 
from Heaven, in which the second appearance of that -Divine Spirit 
was ushered into the world, in order to complete his manhood. 
It fe this spirit whidi has constituted her immortal part the second 
{Miliar in the new and spiritual creation; it is this spirit which is the 

• This is the Daughter alluded to in Ffea. xIt. B, iO. 
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imag^ and likeness of the Eternal Mother and which is in reality the 
true bride of the Lamb and the first Mother of all the children of ChrM. 
The apostle saith, ** We preach Christ the Power oi God and t^ 
Wisdom of God." But the Spirit of Wisdom in Christ, could not 
be manifested in her true character on earth, as the Mother Spirit in 
the work of regeneration, until she was revealed in the female, as a 
Mother in Christ. 

26. It may perhaps be further objected that, according to the te»- 
timony of the apostle, Jesus is ^ the author and finisher of faith^** 
that his mission into the world was to ^' save his people from their 
** sins'' — ^to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself;" and that 
*' there is no other name under heaven given among men whereby we 
" must be saved;'' and therefore we must be saved by his power 
aloTie if saved at all. But as we have already said, Christ is a Spi- 
rit, or Divine Intelligence; and it is by this S[nrit Only that salva- 
tion is wrought. It is this Spirit in the male and female, by which 
souls are begotten and bom in the regeneration. And as this Spirit 
is Christ, and whether it be revealed in male or female for salvation, 
it can never be separated from Christ ; therefore it is by this Spirit 
of Christ only, that salvation and final redemption can be wrought in 
any soul. 

27. Tho' the day of redemption was predicted in early ages, and 
the period alluded to, when a new order of things was to take place; 
and tho' the nature of these things was often pointed out by types 
and shadows, and the certainty of the event declared by the spirit <^ 
prophecy, under the law, and afterwards more fully illustrated and 
confirmed by Jesus Christ and his apostles ; yet a full revelation of 
the fallen nature of the flesh, and of that power whigh was to accom- 
plish its destruction, and usher in the real work of the latter day of 
glory, could not take place until the time arrived for-the manifestation 
of Christ in the female, in whom the second appearance of Christ 
commenced. This is the reatson why even those who have been 
most highly favored of God, under former dispensffions, have never 
been able to discover the nature of man's loss, and the real founda- 
tion of iniquity. Consequently a true ^ritual union between the 
Sisxes, could never be fully maintained: for a union between the 
sexes naturally inclines to the flesh. Therefore, imtil the female was 
brought into her proper order, in the spiritual work of God, a union 
between the sexes, tho' begun in the spirit, generally ended in the 
flesh. And this has been the efiectual cause of a declension from 
the spiritual work of God, in all religious revivals, from the falting 
away of the primitive church even to this day. 

28. Tho' thousands in past ages, whox^onscientiously lived up to 
the best light they were able to obtain, were so far enlightened by 
the Spirit of God, as to see the natural tendency of indulging those 
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kiordinate desires which led to these bftleful corruptions, and* honestly 
took up their crosses, and, for a season, maintained a principle of 
continency; yet the fountain of iniquity was not discovered; the veil 
of the flesh, which is the covering that darkened the sight, was not 
yet removed. So great indeed has been the darkness which has co- 
vered the earth, and so benighted were the minds of the g^eat mass 
of the professors of Christianity, that those souls who were thus par- 
tially enlightened, have generally been stigmatized as heretics, and 
Itave suffered great persecutions on account of their faith. And tho' 
such souls, like stars in the night, might shine in the midst of sur- 
rounding darkness; yet they couM not dispel the darkiless, nor en- 
lighten the earth. This remained to be accomplished by the Spirit 
of Christ in the female. The dawning of the millennial day, and the 
rising of the Sun of Righteousness, having now commenced, will gra- 
di^dly disperse these clouds of darkness, and open the eyes of a be- 
nighted world; and then will the lost state of man be fully displayed 
ia its true colors. 

29. Li those parts of the sacred scriptures which relate to the 
'work of the latter day, we find many figurative and prophetic allu- 
sions to two correspondent powers which are umted to accomplish 
the same purpose; and the number two is represented in various 
figures wUch evidently point to the two first pillars of the church of 
Christ, and to the united influence of the male and female in the 
work of redemption. Such are the two cheruhims^ whose wings 
covered the mercy-seat above the ark;* the two tables of the coven- 
ant;! the two silver trumpets ;t the two olive-ti-ees; the tioo olive 
branches; the two golden pipes through which the two olive-branch- 
es emptied the golden oil out of themselves, and " the two ATutint- 
ed Ones which stand by the Lord of the whole earth ;"^ and many 
others which might be mentioned. 

30. The two cherubims placed over the ark that contained the 
two tables of the covenant, were very remarkable types of ** the two 
Anointed Ones," the male and the female, who were both united m 
the work of redemption; " and the council of peace is between 
*' them both.'* Over the ark was placed the mercy-seat of pure 
gold; and the two cherubims of gold, of beaten work, were placed 
on the ends of the mercy-seat; and their wings were extended on 
high, so that they covered the mercy-seat with their wings; and their 
faces looked towards each other, and towards the mercy-seat. These 
figures are so plain and obvious that it seems as tho' they could not be 
snisunderstood. And the Lord said unto Moses, " Thou shalt put 
" the mercy-seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put 
*• the testimony that I shall give thee. And there I will meet with thee, 

• Exod. ZXT. 18, and zzxvii. 7. t Deut. ix. 15. t Nomb. z. 2. 

i Zech. iv. 11. 13 and 14. 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 THE MANIFESTATION OF [PAHT VI. 

" and 1 will commune with (hec from above tlie merey-seat, froih 
•* between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimo- 
** ny, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the 
•* children of Israel."* 

31. Here God manifested his mitid and will to the people of Is- 
rael, from above the mercy-seat, and from between the two cheru- 
bims; and here they were to look for the work of God in that dispensa- 
tion; and hence their addresses to that God who dwelt between the 
cheruhimsA A striking figure of the true order of the work of 
Grod through the male and female in Christ ! Between the two che- 
rubims, was the mercy-seat from whence the law of God was decla- 
red; which not only pointed out two gospel dispensations, but also 
showed, in a figure, that the merciful displays of God's grace, in the 
last dispensation, would proceed from between the two. And 
here also was the ark of the testimony, showing that between the 
two would be found the everlasting testimony of truth, in the day of 
Christ's second appearing. The pure gold evidently pointed to the 
purity of the gospel; and the beaten work alluded to the mortifica- 
tion and sufferings, by which the two Anointed Ones were to be 
prepared for that important work which was to redeem and regene- 
rate a lost world. The two silver trnmpetsi^er^ typical of the he- 
ralds of'Christ, in the male and female, who were to be sent 
forth to preach the everlasting g#spel, which proceeds from the 
two Anointed Ones, and which will yet be proclaimed to all na- 
tions. 

32. The golden candlestick, in the vision of the prophet Zecha- 
riah, represented the revelation of God, in Christ, upon which his 
church or spiritual house is built. The golden bowl upon the top of 
the candlestick, with its seven lamps, was an emblem of the true 
church of Christ, which was to be formed of purified souls, who 
were purified by the refining work of the gospel, as gold is purified 
in the furnace. Its being represented by a golden bowl, signified 
that its formation was to be according to the perfect order of God's 
workmanship; and it also prefigured the compact and pure union 6f 
its members. The two olive-treeS, with their two branches, one on 
each side of it, which supplied the golden bowl with oil, represent- 
ed the same work and order of God as did the two cherubims, and 
were declared by the angel to be ** the two Anointed Ones, that 
** stand by the Lord of the whole earth." 

33. As the golden bowl received the golden oil from the two olive 
trees; so the church of Crist receives the pure oil of light and life 
from the trees of life, which are " the two Anomted Ones." These 
are the male and female in Christ, who are anointed with the Divine 

• Exod. jxv, 21, 22. fa Kings xix. 15, and Kml. xxxvii. l«. 
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^kiiit 0f GQd> and between whom the gifls and graces of the l^irit 
Qbw to the chureh. And the seven pipes to the sev^i lamps, by 
which they were supplied with the oil of light from the two olive 
trees, represented the manifestations of the seven Spirits of Crod, 
through Christ, to the church. The seven lamps signified the opera- 
tions of these seven Spirits in the church, by which the church is 
enlightened with the true light, and by which it becomes the light of 
the world. These types and figures are plain and significant, and 
the objects to which they allude are so evident, that they cannot, with 
a»y consistency, be any otherwise applied, nor be fulfilled in any 
other manner tiian according to the preceding illustration.''^ 

34; As a further evidence in &vor of the manifestation of CfarisI 
in the female, we find in the prophet Jeremiah, this testimony: ''The 
" Lord hath created a new thing in the earth, Atwman ikall som- 
" pa89 a man,"i Many suppose that this alluded to the virgin 
Mury, as encompassing the man Jesus, who was bom of her. But 
in* this sense every woman who conceives and brings forth a man 
child, may be said to compass a man; and therefore that is not 
" a new ^ing in the earth;" of course it cannot be the meaning of 
the prophecy. This prophecy evidently alluded to the female in 
whom the second appearance of Christ was to commence : for being 
endowed with such an extraordinary measure of the Spirit of Christ, she 
was able to compass and surpass the natural man, with all his wis- 
dom, and all his knowledge and understanding of divine things, and 
did, in truth, effectually do it. 

35. We have also further evidence from the parables and testimo- 
ny of Jesus Christ himself, that his second coming would be mani- 
fested by the female. '^ The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a cer- 
" tain king, who made a marriage for his son.'^t This parable is 
so plain and pointed that it cannot be mistaken, nor misapplied with- 
out the grossest perversion oi language. There can be no marriage 
without a bridegroom and a bride. In this parable it is generally 
admitted that Jesus Christ alluded to himself as the Bridegroom ; but 
who is the Bride? It has generally been supposed that the church was 
alluded to^as the Bride; indeed Uiis seems to be the general opinion 
of expositors. 

36. But if the church is to be considered as the Bride, then who 
are the guests? They must certainly be an asssmbly of people, male 
and female, who are invited to the marriage, and have the honor of 
sitting down to the marriage supper with th^ Bridegroom and Bride. 
These evidently constitute the church which is made up of the faith- 
fill, who are called to attend the marriage of the Lamb and Bride. 

♦ Thttse types and figares certainly represent the order of the spiritual work of God, 
and if any are disposed to dispute the preceding iUustration, it wilt be incumfaldat on 
them to fliroiBh a more rational explanation. 

t J«!r. xva* 89. . t Matt. xxjt. 2. 
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It would 1)6 a singular flort of marriage for the bridegroom, ^instead 
of taking a chosen female for bis bride, to take ail his guests, both 
male and- female, and call them the bride. If this be the true mean- 
ing of the parable, then the -figure, by which Jesut Christ chose to 
represent his marriage, does not agree with the substance, and was 
therefore very improperly chosen. The figure, in this sense woiHd 
be much more complete in its order, than the substance which it was 
dhosen to represent. 

37. The parable of the wise and foolish virgins, wMc^ also al- 
ludes to the same subject, is very plain and pointed.* No one can 
reasonably dispute that these -virgins were designed to represent the 
wise and foolish professors of Christianity. Nor will any one be at 
a loss to know who is meant by the Bridegroom. But where is the 
Bride .^ She must evidently be a distinct character from the ten vir- 
gins. Who then is she ? A bridegroom necessarily supposes a 
bride also, whether she be mentioned or not; it would therefore be 
very inconsistent to call the Lord Jesus a Bridegroom, without ad- 
mitting him to have a Bride: *' For the marriage of the Lamb is 
** come, and his wife hath made herself ready .*'t But if the church 
is to be considered as Ihe Bride, then who are the g^eat multitude that 
rejoice because the marriage of the Lamb is come ? Again : *' Bles- 
'.' sed are they who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb." 
These are they that rejoice; and these are evidently the church, dis- 
tinct from the Bride. 

38. It is not to be denied that the prophets and apostles often spoke 
of the church in the feminine gender, and they sometimes spoke of 
the church as being married to Christ. Thus saith the apostle Paul 
to the Corinthians: " I have espoused you to one husband, that I 
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.''^ But the time for 
the Bride to be revealed had not then arrived; and therefore she was 
oflen spoken of in a figurative sense. The church was the body of 
Christ : and as Adam had a body containing the substance of male 
and female, before Eve was taken from it; so had Christ. There- 
fore as Christ liad then been manifested in the male only, and not in 
the female, the apostles were under the necessity of speakidg as they 
did, and they could not in truth speak otherwise, till the female was 
taken from his spiritual body, and placed in her proper order, as a 
distinct character. But the time is now arrived, and the female is 
made manifest; therefore it is no longer necessary to use figurative 
language in speaking of these things: for we can now plainly de- 
clare the Spirit and the Bride. 

39. *' The Spirit and the Bride say. Come. And let him that 
*^ heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst, come; and who- 
'* soever will, ]0i him take of the water of' life freely.*'ll Here the 

• pee Matt. xxT. 1. t Rev. xiz. 7 and 0. t S Cor. id. S. 
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Spirit and the Bride are first distinctly mentioned as inriting souls to 
come to the fountain of life, and partake of its waters. Should it 
still be contended that by the Bride, is here meant the church, we 
would ask, who then are those that hear ? '* Let him that heareth 
say, Come.'' This alludes to a character of people already called, 
expressly distinct from the Spirit and the Bride, and who are called 
upon to invite souls to come, and evidenUy applies to the church. 
The voice of the * Spirit and the Bride is to the church. The 
church heareth, and having received the Spirit of the '*Two 
Anointed Ones," is therefore ready to declare the same call of the 
gospel to other souls, who are hungering and thirsting after right- 
eousness. ''Let him that is athirst, come; and whosoever will;" 
let all the lost children of men, who feel their loss, and are willing 
to accept the offers of the gospel, come and *' take the water of life 
freely." 



CHAPTER V. 
Spiritual Megeruration and the New Birth. 

1. Regeneration, in its general sense, signifies a renovation or 
forming anew that which had been previously formed. Sometimes 
it is used merely to imply the restoration of anything to a state from 
which it had fallen by corruption, decay or some other means; 
sometimes it signifies a renewing of the original principles of the old, 
and establishing Ihem upon a differeni foundation. And it is gene- 
rally expected that the new, being built upon the improvements of 
time and experience, will be superior to the old. But when we 
i^eak of spiritual regeneration, as applied to mankind, we mean, not 
merely a restoration to the state of innocence in which man was first 
created;* but a renovation of the whole soul and life of ihe man, in 
such a manner as to raise him, not only from the state into which he 
has fallen, but into a Kfe of righteousness and true holiness, far supe- 
rior to his primitive state, even into a state of eternal life, from 
which he never can fait. 

2. As the act of generation, and the bringing forth of a natural 
offspring, are two different and distinct operations, and the former 
necessarily precedes the latter; so it is in spiritual regeneration and 
the new birth. The child of God must be begotten in the spirit, by 
the word of life, and travel in the spiritual regeneration, till he comes 

• If tfate wero all that man eonld ^ain by regenaration, he would be equally liable 
CO fail again, and of coarse would never be out of danger. On thU ground, how 
«ould that promiae, by the prophet Isaiah, erer be Ai)filled ? " They thall not ban nor 
detirof in all my holy mouatam, aaith the Lord." Iia. Ixr. 95. 
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to the new birtb, before he can be born into the real nature and Mfe 
of Christ. This work first began in Jesus Christ; and no one was 
eTer bom out of the flesh, into the Kingdom of Hearen before htm. 

3. The patriarchs and prophets, previous to the coming of Chnst, 
were mored by the Holy Spirit, as a spirit of prophecy, which tes^ 
fi^ of the coming of Christ in the flesh, in a future day, to raise man 
out of the nature Of the flesh, into the nature of the Spirit. But this 
Spirit did not take up its abode in any; so as to become the divine 
life of the soul, and direct all its faculties; therefore none of them 
were raised oqt of the nature of the flesh, but they all still remained 
natural people. Nevertheless, they were accepted of God, according^ 
to the work of that day, in living up to their best light; and when 
they had done with time, they slept with their fathers, were ga^red 
to their own people, and rested in peace. Thus they were *'' taken 
"away from the evil to come."'"^ Or as the apostle ex)u:e8seft it, 
'* These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but hsv* 
" ing seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them." And again: 
" These all, having obtained a good report through faith, received 
" not the promise : God having provided some better thing for x», 
" that they without us should not be made perfect,"! 

4. It appears to be a prevailing opinion, that those who died in 
faith, before the coming of Christ, were immediately received into 
Heaven. If this be so, they must have received the promise, whicb 
is contrary to the express declaration of the apostle, just quoted. 
And Jesus himself hath also declared that, " No man hath ascended 

- "up to Heaven, but he that came down from Heaven, even the Son of 
•'man which is in Heaven, "t Whatever doctrines may be taught to 
the contrary, it appears evident from the preceding testimonies, that 
all who lived before the coming of Christ, were waiting for the ful- 
filment of the promises, and expectec) the way into Heaven to be 
opened by Christ, and that none of all the human race could enter 
there^ until he had first opened the way. The apostle understood 
this : speaking of the entrance of the high priest, once a year, intoi 
the most holy place, he saith: " The Holy Spirit this signifying, that 
"the way into the holiest of all, was not yet made manifest. ''I If, 
therefore, the way into the holy place was not then made manifest, 
it is certain that no one could have entered into it. 

5. Here the question will probably be asked. What then became 
of those who died in faith, if they did not go to Heaven ? Surely 
you will not say, they went to heU ? By no means. As before ob- 
served, they were gathered to their people, and rested in peace; 
" each one walking in his uprightness.' 'IT But where was their rest- 

• 8e9 Iw. Ivii. 1. f Heb. xi. 19, 39, 40. t John iii. 13. B H«b. iau 8« 
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ing place ' and wKfere did they walk in their uprightness ? If they 
neither went to heaven nor heH, and yet walked in their uprightness, 
Ihey must have been some where. 

6. The opinion which generally prevails, concerning the spiritual 
world, even among those wh* call themselves Christians, seems to 
be confined to a heaven and a hell, both of which they imagine to be 
materia te places, fixed at an immense distance from this world, and 
from each other. They also suppose that when a soul leaves the bo' 
dy, it goes immediately to heaven or hell; and tfiat there is no other 
place for the habitation of souls : consequently, that immense space 
between them must be a perfect void. These erroneous ideas evi- 
dently proceed from the want of spiritual light, and the prejudice of 
education. ** TJius saith the Lord, Heaven is my throne, and the 
** earth is my footstocd.''* Hence the space between them cannot be 
avoid. 

7. The connection between the temporal and spiritual world, is 
like ^t of soul and body. Man, being composed of the natural ele- 
ments, is the olfepring of the world in its highest degree of perfec- 
tion; the spiritual and temporal parts being united in him, he comes 
forth with a soul and body, and thereby shows the order from whence 
he proceeded. When a soul leaves the body, being still a living 
and conscious being, it moves in the elements of the spiritual world, 
wUIe the body, being dead, soon dissolves and mingles again with 
the elements of the temporal world. (See note A.) 

Il 8» The. distance between God and man, and between heaven and 
h^ll, is not measured by space, as we may measure distances on earth. 
The fulness of Heaven itself, is a state of perfect separation from all 
evil, and contains the highest perfection of order, glory and happi- 
ness. Hell, in its fulness, is a state of entire separation from all 
good, and the source of all evil, disorder and confusion; and 
hence it forms a situation of the most awful and excessive horror 
and misery. Between these two, there is an infinity of diflf^rent 
states and situations of souls, both in the body and out of it, each 
containing difi^rent degrees of good or evil, according to their good 
or evil works.t And hence it is, that as the soul is the real acting 
principle in man ; so when souls leave the body, and are waked up 
to see and feel their real situation in the world of spirits, they find 
their reward to be according as their woiks have been in this world. 

♦ Isa. Ixvi. 1. 

t In all these degrees, there are invisible spirits, that infuse their own life and 
knowledge into earthly beings, wherever they can fiud an avenue open, through which 
they can operate. This is the source of many curious arts among mankind, which are 
increasing, and are unaccountable to the natural understanding, and appear like mag- 
ic. But with all this knowledge, they cannot find the way of salvation; but still con- 
tinae to do toMcedly^ according to the words of the prophet : '* Knowledge shall be in- 
creased ; but ibe wicked shall do wickedly : and none of the wicked shull understand; 
bni the wise shall understand." Dan. xii. 4> 11. 
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Man in his natural state^ is under the veil of the flesh, which shuts 
him from a real view of either heaven or hell. His nearness to hell 
is measured by the proportion of evil which exists and reigns in 
him; bis nearness to heaven, by the proportion of good which he has 
attained, and which has become a ruling principle in his soul. 

9. Hence those who were faithful to the light of Grod beforejChrist 
appeared, in whatever degree that light was given them, were ac- 
counted righteous, and were so far governed by heavenly influences; 
and hence they felt peace; and when they left this world, they rested 
in that peace which they had obtained by their obedience. But they 
could not enter into the heavenly state; because the way was not 
then open9d by which they could travel out of the li^ of nature, by 
regeneration, and be born into a heavenly and eternal life. And the 
way could not be opened until suflScient power was manifested in fal- 
len nature, to raise souls out of the life of that nature, into a heavenly 
life. This never took place until it was manifested in the person of Jesus. 

10. A man must be born into this natural world, of the substance 
of natural life, before he can become a living being in this world; 
and being so born, he becomes a natural man, soul and body, and 
must forever remain in a state of nature, unless he can be bom 
again: for unless his soul can be born into the heavenly world, of 
the substance of eternal life, he never can become a living being in 
that world. Mankind being in a natural state, and being lost from 
God, it is evident that they had not eternal life in them. Christ was 
therefore sent as a Redeemer, to redeem them from their lost state, 
and fit them for the '* new heavens and new earth, wherein dwell- 
'^ eth righteousness,'' which God had promised by the mouth of the 
propet Isaiah.* This work is to be effected by regeneration, and by 
this means eternal life is administered to man; and it is impossible 
that the work should ever be effected, or that eternal life should ever 
be obtained in any other way. 

11. Tho' Jesus Christ had a miraculous birth, yet '' he took not 
" on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abra- 
'* ham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 
" unto his brethren.' 't Hence it appears that nothing was except- 
ed^ not even the death of the fall. It is therefore evident that he 
was bom into a fallen nature, with aU its propensities. This nature he 
received, through the medium of his natural birth, of the Virgin 
Mary, who was but a natural woman ; therefore he necessarily had a 
progressive travel out of it. And by yielding obedience to the will 
of his heavenly Parents, he overcame the power of that death which 
reigned in the fallen nature of man, and rose triumphant out of it; 
and was thus formed into the very nature of eternal life, the elements 

* 860 IM. IzT. 17, and Izvi. 99 > alK> 3 P«t. iti. 13. t H«b. ii. 16, 17. 
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ef which he had received from his Eternal Parents. Thus he was the 
** first begotten from the dead, and the firstborn among many 
" brethren."* 

12. Hence it is evident that the work of regeneration first com- 
menced in him : for if any one had ever been born into eternal life 
before Jesus Christ came into the world, and passed through the new 
birth, he could not have been the firstborn. Therefore he was evi- 
dently the beginning of the new and eternal creation of CJod. Hav- 
ing gained eternal life in himself, ha could, through a proper me- 
dium, transmit that life to Adam's posterity. ** For as the Father 
" hath life in himself, so he hath given to the Son to have life in 
«* himself, "t 

13. The new birth was not even taught before Christ was mani- 
fested in the flesh, in the person of Jesus; and Jesus having been the 
first who traveled in the regeneration and received the spiritual birth, 
be was the first to teach it to others. He was the first who said, 
" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of 
" God."t This was a matter of great wonder to Nicodemus; and 
this spiritual birth hath always been a mystery to the natural man, 
and must always remain so, until he becomes enlightened, by the 
irue light, to see the operations of the Sjnrit of God : for as his sense 
is natural, he may hear of such a work as being bom again; but it 
is to him like the sound of the wind, '^ he cannot tell whence it 
" Cometh nor whither it goeth.'* And tho' modern Christians pro- 
fess full faith in it, yet it appears that even their most learned di- 
vines, so called, are as insensible of the nature of it, and the manner 
in which it is to be effected , as Nicodemus was. Hence it is that 
they consider the work of generation and regeneration as by no 
means inconsistent with each other; or in other words, that a man 
may be regenerated and born of God, and yet be as actively con- 
cerned in the work of natural generation afterwards as before. 

14. They seem to be ignorant that those who are born by the 
Spirit of Christ, through the process of regeneration, are born out 
of the nature of the flesh, and therefore become entirely dead to ge- 
neration; and hence also it is, that they blend the regeneration and 
the new birth into one and the same thing, and call it an instantane- 
ous work. But we would ask. Where, then, is the resemblance 
between this kind of spiritual conception and birth, and that which 
is natural, and which is a figure of it ? We might, with equal pro- 
priety, suppose the natural conception, travail and birth, to be one 
and the same thing, and call that an instantaneous work, while all 
the productions of the natural world teach us the contrary. But as 
the natural conception, or planting the seed of natural life, and the 

• Rev. i. 5, and Rom. viii. 80. t John y. 30. t John iii. 9. 
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birth of natural ofispring, are operations entirely distinct from each 
other; and as the travail of generation commences with the former, 
and is completed in the latter; so is the planting of the seed of eter- 
nal life in the soul; and so is the travail of the regeneration and the 
spiritual birth, which are truly prefigured by the natural. 

15. According to the testimony of St. John, ** Whosoever is born 
" of God, sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God, keepeth him- 
" self, and that wicked one toucheth him not.''* Hence it appears 
evident that, in the regeneration, a man must be both begotten and 
born : of course there must necessarily be a spiritual father and mo- 
ther in the work of regeneration, as really as a natural father and mo- 
ther in the work of generation. And as it is by natural generation 
that the kingdoms of this world have been peopled by a race of na- 
tural men and women; so it is by spiritual regeneration that the 
Kingdom of Htaven must be peopled by a race of spiritual men 
and women. And as the natural offspring of the first Adam and 
Eve have received the nature of tlie wicked one, through the corpo- 
ral union of their earthly parents, in the work of generation; so the 
spiritual offspring of the second Adam and Eve must receive the na- 
ture of the Holy One, through the spiritual upion of their heavenly 
parents, in the work of regeneration. 

16. But the work of generation, being corrupted by the faH 
must be put away, and cease in man, before the work of regeneration 
can have any salutary effect upon the soul : for souls must be born 
out of the nature of the flesh, in order to be born into the nature of 
the Spirit. " That which is born of the flesh, is flesh; and that 
** which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit,''! That which is bom of 
the flesh, is subject to death and all the deplorable effects of the fall; 
but that which is bom of the Spirit, is bom into eternal life, and can 
neither die nor fall. Therefore, when souls are really bora of God, 
they become the offspring of eternal life; and it is then impossible 
that they should ever beget a natural posterity : for being in eternal life, 
and having the power of eternal life in themselves, their offspring, if 
they ever have any, must also be born into eternal life, and there- 
fore can never die nor fall. If, therefore, those who profess to be 
born of God, do beget a natural offspring, subject to death and the 
fall, it is a decisive proof that they are not born of God, but are still 
a natural people, their life is still in the flesh, and under the fall, not- 
withstanding all their professions. 

17. It is a tmth generally acknowledged, that the secret influence 
of the serpent, which first occasioned man's fall, found its entrance 
into human nature, through the female. And it is equally true, that 
the very foundation of man's loss centers in the work of carnal 
coition. Hence all mankind are brought into the world in a fallen 

•IJobiLv. 18. tJobniiiO. 
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state, by the female, through the agency of this work. It was tiierefore 
indispensably necessary, for the final restoration of man^uid raising 
him to eternal life, that the Spirit of Christ should be revealed in that 
sex where sin first began ; and there destroy that enchanting influence 
which the woman received from the serpent, that alluring power by 
which the^atural man is led, and through which the fajl of man was 
first produced. 

18. By thus raising the female from the lowest state of the faU, 
and purifying her from all its baleful corruptions, she is made a fit 
temple for the Holy Spirit to dwell in. And being divested of that 
enchanting power, so alluring to the carnal lover, she becomes an 
amiable pattern of Divine love, unmixed with the deceitful blandish- 
ments of sensual desire, and is able to bring forth the true spiritual 
seed of the new and spiritual creation. Thus a foundation is laid to 
undermine the power and influence of the serpent in the Inunan race; 
and thereby the true seed is brought forth which raises man from the 
union and relation of a carnal nature, into the very nature and spi- 
ritual union of Christ. 

19. By this means the root of human depravity is destroyed and 
rooted out of the very soil where it was first planted; and tMs could 
never have been done without the manifestation of Christ in the fe- 
male, where the evil seed was first sown. For if the Spirit of Christ 
could not have descended to the lowest depth of man's loss, even to 
the depth of Satan's power and influence in mankind, then the evil 
seed must stiU have been below the reach of Christ; and therefore 
it could never be eradicated, and consequently the redemption of 
mankind could never be accomplished. 

20. Again; it must appear obvious, that if Divine Wisdom had 
designed that Christ should ever be manifested in the female sex, for 
the purpose of raising them to their proper order in the work of re- 
demption, (wliich none can reasonably dispute) there must be a be- 
ginning; and this manifestation must first commence in one woman, 
and from her be extended to others; and it must necessarily appear 
and be confirmed to others, by the fruits and works brought forth by 
her. As the true character of Christ in the male, was first mani- 
fested in Jesus, so the true character of Christ in the female, must 
first be manifested in that female who first received the fulness of the 
same Spirit. And as this correspondent character was never dis- 
played in any woman, until it was manifested in Ann Lee; therefore 
she must be that distinguished female who was selected by Divintf 
Wisdom for that very purpose. 

21. The true foundation being thus laid, in both the male and the 
female, the work of God proceeds by a corresponding spiritual union 
and relation between them, through which souls are regenerated, and 
bom ifito the everlasting Kingdom of Christ. And mfhoiit this cor- 
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respondence, the work of the new creation could not proceed, any . 
more than the work of the old creation could go on without a natural 
correspondence between the male and female. Hence it appears 
evident, that the work of regeneration and the new birth could not 
be accomplished until the second appearing of Christ. 

22. But so far as the apostles and primitive Christians, who re- 
ceived the testimony of Christ, were separated from the course of the 
world, they were gathered, by his Spirit, into a work of renovation, 
and were formed into a united body, in which (he Holy Spirit dwelt, 
as *' the Comforter," to lead and guide them in the truth, agreeable 
to the promise of Christ to his disciples.* As Christ, in the dispen- 
sation of the Almighty, was revealed as the mediatorial Spirit; but 
was not revealed in his true order, as the Son and head of the new 
creation, until he was jnanifested in Jesus; so the Comforter operated 
in the dispensation of the Son, as a mediatorial and bearing Spirit, in 
the line of the female; but was not revealed in her true order, as ibs 
Daughter of God, in correspondence with the Son. Nor was the 
Eternal Mother revealed, until revealed by the Daughter. 

23. Therefore no member of that body was really bom into the 
elements of eternal life, so as to become a being with eternal life in 
himself. Hence the primitive Christians were moved by the Holy 
Spirit, as an abiding Spirit of promise, and an earnest of the new 
birth, to be accomplished in a future day. If this were not the case, 
why did the apostle say, " The earnest expectation of the creature, 
" waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God : and not only they, 
" but ourselves also, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
*^ ourselves, groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, 
" the redemption of our body."t 

24. By the expression, our body, he alluded to the body of (he 
faithful, of which the apostles were members. Again he saitfa, " We 
" are saved by hope. But hope that is seen is not hope: for what a 
" man seeth, why doth he yet hope for ? But if we hope for that we 
** see not, then do we with patience wait for it. "4- Thus it appears 
that none, in that day, had attained to the tiilness of redemption and 
the new birth; but they were waiting with patience for its accom- 
plishment. For had they received it, they would not have been 
waiting in hope, for that which they did not see. Hence it is evi- 
dent Uiat the apostle did not expect the accomplishment of it in that 
day. 

25. The work of Chnst's first appearing, was to establii^ tiie prio^ 
ciples of the new and spiritual creation; to separate between the true 
spiritual light, and spiritual darkness; and between the spiritual and 
natural elements; to form the ground or soil) for the growth of the 

• See John xvi. 7 ^ 13. t Rom. viii. 19 & 23. | See verse 94 & 25. 
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spiritual seed. By this he laid the foundation of the " new heavens 
Bnd the new earth,'' which are the principles of righteousness, and 
iii which is the seed of eternal life, by which souls are to be created 
anew, through Christ, into an eternal and immortal state. Thus he 
prepared, and set in order, eternal mansions^ where souls could be 
gathered and placed in their proper order, in his everlasting King- 
dom. For he saith, '^ I go to prepare a place for you. And if I 
" go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
" you to myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."* Here 
be evidently alluded to the time of his second coming. 

26. The operation produced by seed sown in the earth, and the 
change effected, before ripe fruit can be brought forth, is a figure 
of the work of regeneration. Seed sown in the earth, must die be- 
fore it can bring forth fruit; but being quickened, and properly 
nourished by the natural elements, it springs up, grows and produces 
fruit,! which, when ripe, is gathered; but the stalk that bore it is 
left. in the earth : hence it is only the life of the seed which is brought 
forth in the fruit. 

27. So the natural man, when sown in the gospel field, must die 
to that which is natural and earthly, before he can rise info the life 
of Christ. This death is effected by the operation of the seed of 
eternal life, by which his soul is begotten in the work of the regene- 
ration. And this seed of eternal liie, being properly nourished by 
the spiritual elements, springs up and grows, and gathers the spiritual 
part of the man, which is the life of his soul, into its own nature, and 
changes the life of the soul from that which is natural and earthly, 
to that which is spiritual and heavenly. Thus it raises the soul out 
of the elements of an earthly nature, and leaves them behind, like the 
withered and dead stalk and root. And thus ripe fruit is brought 
forth, which is not natural and earthly, but spiritual, heavenly and 
eternal. And herein are Christ's words fulfilled; *' Whosoever shall 
** lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.''t 

28. Tho' the primitive Christians received the faith of Christ, and 
w^e gathered into the principles of the spiritual work of God; yet 
they were not brought forth as ripe fruit in that day. They were 
figuratively like seed sown in autumn, which, tho' it springs up, and 
gives an earnest of future fruit; yet it cannot bring forth ripe grain 
in that season; but during the winter, it lies hid in the earth, and 
appears as tho' it were dead. But when returning spring appears, 
the living plant, being quickened by the enlivening rays of the sun, 
and properly nouridied by the natural elements, and the refreshing 
showers and dews of the natural heavens, it springs up again and 
grows; and after passing through the various operations of V6gete- 
tion^ it brings forth ripe grain. 

« John xiv. 9, 3. t See John xii. 34. t Mark vm, 95. 
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29. Thus it was with those who were planted in the gwpel 6eM, 
in the first appearing of Christ. A long and dreary «pitituid winter 
ensued, and according to the prediction of Jesus Christ, ** iaiqaity 
'^ abounded, and the love of many waxed cold.''^ Tiiis was the -ef- 
fect of the long, gloomy and deplorable reign of Antichrist, which 
naturally produced a spiritual winter. In consequence of this, the 
spiritual seed, which had sprung up in the primitive church, was hid 
in the earth and could not grow. But when the second appearing 6f 
Christ commenced, it was like returnmg spring. The spiritual seed, 
being quickened by the divine influences of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, and nourished by the relreshihg ^lowere l^ld dews of the '' nisMr 
heavens," began to spring i^ and grow, and bring forth fruit.t 

30. It appears evident from the uniform tenor of the discourses of 
Jesus and his apostles on this subject that they did not expect the 
work of full redemption to be accoii^>lished until Christ's second ap- 
pearing: for they frequently exhorted the people to look and wait for 
the coming of the Lord. Jesus himself^ when speaking to fab disci- 
ples of the signs that should precede the coming of the Son of man, 
said, " When these things beg^ io come to pass, then lodt uti, 
'' and lift up your heads ; for your redemption draweth nigh."t This 
is not only a proof that their redemption had not been before obtsni- 
ed, but that all those extraordinary signs, of which he had spoksn, 
must appear before they could even look for its near approach. 

31. It is not disputed that the apostles sometimes spoke of thenenr 
birth, and of being bom of God, and described the character of seeh 
as receive this birth. But it ought to be considered, in the -fiiM 
place, that it is usual in the language of revelation, to speak of fih- 
ture events as tho' they were present. And secondly, that the apos- 
tles spake and wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, which 
they had received as a spirit of promise, and which bore witness, in 
them, of its future work, of bringing forth souls to God, in the very 
essence of eternal life. And it is evident from the testimony of St. 
John, who spake more concerning the new birth than the other apos- 
tles, that they did not receive the accomplishment of it in that day; 
but considered it a work to be fulfilled in them in a future day. 
^* Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it doth not yet appear 
'* what we shall be; but we know that when he shall appear, we 
^* shall be like him; for we shall .see him as he is."|| ]^t if they 
had been bom of God, this matter would have appeared veiy plain 
to them. Hence it also appears that he did not expect the fuU fnanifeiH 

• S«e Matt zziy. 12. 

t The former operation may be termed the death of the visible primitiTe chnrok, 
which no more appeared on earth ; and the latter operation, the resurrection of the title 
church, coming forth from the heavenly elemenu and raised to the perfect order of tlia 
living boiy of Christ 

t lioka xsi. S8. II John tti. S. 
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fatioit of this work, until the second appearing of Christ. But he 
evidently shows, as did St. Paul also, that they ** knew in part, and 
'** prophecied in part."* Consequently they could but in part see the 
- work of regeneration. 

32. But it may be asked, How then were they the sons of God ? 
We answer; by adoption. " Ye have received the spirit of adop- 
•* tion." And again : ** That we might receive the adoption of sons.'^t 
But if they were the real sons of God, where was the necessity of 
adoption ? The reality was evidentiy designed to take place in a 
future day, when the manifestation of Christ should appear in the or- 
der of the female, as tiie Mother Spirit, to bear souls to God; and 
being already the sons of God by adoption, they would then be 
brought forth as the real children of God. And this was the work 
•for which they were waiting. 

33. It may be proper to remcu-k here, that if souls can be rege- 
nemted and bom of Gk)d, agreeable to the common opinion of modem 
Christians, without a complete renovation of the whole soul, from the 
life of Adam to the life of Christ, and without tie united influence ef 
8]nritual parents, in the order of male and female; then the laws of 
regeneration must not only be at variance with all the rest of God's 
works, but they must also be very deficient and imperfect Jn their 
order, having no relative connection with the order of the natural 
creation in any of its productions. In this case, the productions of 
llie natural creation, and the birth of natural ojQTspring, which are but 
merely temporal, must be more perfect, in their order, than those of 
heavenly birth, which are spiritual and eternal. X^isis making the 
figure more perfect than the substance : for natural generation, whick 
is but a figure of spiritual regeneration, is effected by the united ope- 
rations of male and female. 

34. But if spiritual regeneration and the new birth, is the work of 
a father only, tiien the female is entirely excluded from any part in 
it; if so, then no woman can ever enter the Kingdom of Heav-eai 
How then is the regeneration to be perfected ? and how are souls to 
be brought to the birth ? According to this doctrine the natural 
birth, as a figure of the spiritual, is very improperly chosen; in truth 
it can be no figure at aU. Therefore admitting the common opinion 
of the new birth, it must be a mere speculative and imaginary thing, 
and can have no foundation in the established order of God's works. 

25, But we admit that there is this difference between the work 
of generation and regeneration : as the former is natural in all its op- 
erations; so the latter, in all its operations, is spiritual. By the for- 
mer, a conscious being is brought into natural existence, who had no 
agency or will in the work; by the latter, this conscious being is 

*S%9\ Cor. adH. §. t S«« Ram. liii. Iff^-mnd «ml. it. S. 
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brought into a spirituid and eternal state of existence. And as the 
, >irorl^ is wroi^tupori the sokI of p, conscloa^heing^ it<;«niiot be acconi' 
pushed ^tbout the free agency and willing ohedi^no^ of that soul. 

36. The primitiye ChrialiAns who lyere feitkful ac^ntifig to the 
work of their day, and gare up their liyes for t^eir testimony, '* rost- 
^' ed Ml peace, ai4 iral|(ed in their i^>rig)^tn^sa,*' j^n^ w^re sheltered 
firoQi the eqrhiptions^ storms v^r^ distresses ifyhich pr^TaUed in AbA- 
chip's kix^gdom. But they w^re placed " under the altar ;" which 
fhowed that they had. a further work to ^o, ^od ^ further sacri^e^ to 
m^ke; otbi^rwise they would not have be^n seen under the altar* 
And tho' " white rob^s were giyen them;" yet they had still to i^st 
UQtil the tim^ of (h^t dispensation waS end€^. But when the time 

. i^ived for the Bride to be declared and the loarriage (tf the Lan^ 
took pierce, then they rose with that gruU vmUiiud^, that rejoiced 
and praised God ; because the day of redemption had fully aniyed^ 
i|nd tbftt qiiritui^ union, by which the new birth coidd be fully ef- 
fected, was now madfe manifest. Therefore they could now be 
brought forth, each one, as it were, a ripe grain, ^owed with the 
Tery life of Christ And now they were able to come into their 
proper lot and ord^r, in the everlasting Kingdom of Quist. 

37. Thia^. gre^ ^iritual work has now commenced. And as 
gprain thi^t is spwn in th^ spring, if properly nourished by the natu- 
ral elem^nts^ springs i^p, grows and brings forth fruit in th« same 
^ason, without passing through the chilling bl^ste of winter so afl 
fpulS} who are partakers of the work of this great day, will be noi;^ 
^sbed by th^ spiritual elements of eternal life, and will grow into the 
^Cery i^ature of Christ, and bring forth the precious fruits of the gos- 
pel) without being exposed to those chilling blasts of ecclesiastical 
tyranny which once bound the heavens and earth in a ^iritual win- 
ter. Those gloomy clouds of religious intolerance, and pelting storms 
^ p^jf^cptipn, wb^l^ Qf)ce d^ipormed the heavenly atmo^here, and 
^iigfid the eart^ with bj^pod, are now blown away » ^^^ ^ cheering 
ijiprii]^ of Chi^ist's seicond appearance is now made manifest, and will 
intend frooi cUm^ to Qlime, and from sh#re to shore, until ** all the 
*'. en^ of the earth shall see the salvation of the Lord;'' and all shall 
l^ve dijii oppprtw^ity to come into its work> and ^joy its blessings, 
^, tt^r ^tei^ gloiy ; or to reject it to their eyar^ing destruction. 

•. Si^ Bev. vi. d. 
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CHAPTER VL 
Concerning Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 

1. Baptism and the Loid's Supper have, for niany ages, been 
considered by the great body of professing Christians, as institutions 
of Divine appointment, and necessary to be observed as distinguish^ 
ing ceremonies of the christian religion. They are denominated 
" Chrislic^Q Sacraments," and are esteemed by many as essential to 
salvation. We have therefore thought proper to treat of them in a 
separate chapter, and to make such remarks upon them as we trust 
will lead the candid and unbiased mind to view them in their true 
light. 

2. The many different opinions and jarrmg contentions that have 
long existed among the professors of Christianity, conceniing these 
two ceremonies, are so many evidences that their most strenuous vo- 
taries have fixed their views on mere shadows and signs, instead of 
embracing the real spirit and substance of Divine life to which they 
alluded. The great importance which has long been attached to the 
external performance of these ceremonies, and the ages of conten* 
tion which have darkened and bewildered the world on these subjects, 
first originated in antichristian darkness, afler the Church had lost 
the real knowledge of the true spiritual work of God. We shall 
therefore proceed to speak of these two subjects separately. 

^3. First. Concerning Baptism, That the true principle of bap* 
tism is a divine institution, and essentially necessary to salvation, is 
indisputable: for, according to the express declaration of Jesus 
Christ, ** He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved."* Yet 
a man may believe that Jesus Christ came into the world, and was 
crucified and died on Mount Calvary for sinners, and may also be 
baptized with water, and still be utterly destitute of the true faith 
and principles of the gospel; and therefore be as far from following 
Christ in a life of righteousness, as those who never heard his name. 
And as such a one gives no evidence of his having received the 
promise of salvation, it must appear obvious that, notmthstanding 
his water-baptism, he has not received the true baptism of Christ. 

4. It is worthy of remark, that in all the instructions of Jesus to 
Hs disciples, he never once directed them to baptize with water : 
hence it is evident that he did not require it of them. The baptism 
of Christ is not the baptism of water, but of the Holy Spirit. And 

• Mark xiri. IS. 
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does it appear reasonable to suppose Umt he woi4d send his disciples 
to baptize with John's baptism, and not with his own ? ^' Ye shall 
** indeed drink of my cup," said he, " and be baptized with the 
" baptism that I am baptized with.^'^ Surely he could have no re- 
ference to water-baptism; for these disciples had doubtless been bap- 
tized with water already. Again he said, '' John indeed baptized 
" with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit"! 
. 5. Thus it appears evident that the true baptism of Christ, is a 
spiritual work, of which John's baptism was but a figure. As water 
washes and cleanses the body from outward pollutions, so the true 
bi^tism of the water of life washes and cleanses the soul from all 
the pollutions of sin. It is a purif3ring operation of the elements of 
the Holy Spirit, which must run through the whole travel of the be- 
liever, unto perfect sanctification, cleansing the soul from an evil 
conscience, and from all corrupt propensities : " Having our hearts 
" sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with 
** pure water;" even the water of life 4 

6. By this washing and cleansing, faithful believers are gradually 
baptized into the one body of Christy where the Spirit of Christ be- 
comes their life, and rules and reigns in them: for there is ** One 
" Lord, one faith, and one baptism. "§ If there is but one baptism 
pertaining to the true christian faith, there certainly cannot be ttDo» 
Which then is it ? Is it the baptism of natural water, or of the wa- 
ter of life from the Holy Spirit ? The aposde has clearly decided 
this quiestion: ** For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
** whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free, and have all been 
" made to drink into one Spirit. Now the Lord is that Spirit. "II 
The testimony of John the Baptist is also plain and decisive : ** I 
" indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but he that com- 
** eth after me, is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 
** bear : he shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. "IT 
Thus it appears that the baptism of Christ is the baptism of the ^irit, 
and not of water. 

7. But it. may be urged, that Jesus himself went down into (he 
ivatA and was baptized of John. This is true; and it is equally true 

♦ Matt. XX. 23 

t Acts i. 5, and xi. 16. Many indeed admit a difference between the baptism of John, 
apd that of Christ; bat seem to sappose that the only essential difference consisTs in the 
different character and calling of each, and contend that the common element of .water 
was made use of in both cases; but that the baptism of Christ was administered **Ia 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." As to the eontrorer- 
sies which have long existed, with respect to the mode of administration, whether it 
should be done by dipping or sprinkling, they are contentious about names and'figures, 
just like all other coutentions in Antichrist's kingdom ; while they (pianrel about the sha- 
dow, thfey overlook the substance. 

t Heb. X. 22. The apostle evidently alluded to the water of life ; for, strictly speak- 
u)^, no natural water can be called pure ; nor can the heart of a li>Kng man be-eprtuUed 
With it. i Bph. iv, 6. a 1 Cor. xu. 13^ and 9 Cor. iii. 17. % Matt. iii. 11. 
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that he was circumcised, that he offered sacrifices and kept the law. 
John came under the law, anil the baptism of water was instituted un- 
der the law; and as the law was a shadow of good things to come, and 
not the substance, so John's baptism was a shadow of that baptism 
which was to be manifested through Christ. Therefore Jesus Christ, 
previous to the commencement of his ministry, kept the law, and 
passed through John's baptism; and thereby acknowledged and ful- 
filled the work of Grod in the preceding dispensations. This is agree- 
able to his own testimony: ** For verily I say unto you. Till heaven 
" and earth pass, dne jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
" law, till all be fulfilled."* He was^ndeed the first Uiat ever per- 
fectly kept the law of God. When therefore he had perfectly ful- 
filled the law, he put an end to aU its figurative ceremonies. " For 
** Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth.''t 

8. As John's baptism was under the dispensation of the law, and 
was, at most, but a figure or shadow of the true baptism of Christ; 
therefore, when the baptism of the Holy Spirit was introduced, which 
was the real baptism of Christ, there could be no further need of the 
shadow; nor could it be of any possible use to those who under- 
stood the substance. 

9. It is not to be denied that the apostles and primitive Christians 
did, in some instances, use water baptism; but it is equally ti'ue that 
they also used circumcision and other Jewish ceremonies.t Paul 
circumcised Timothy; yet he declared that circumcision was no- 
thing: nay, more, ** I, Paul, say unto you, that if ye be circum- 
" cised, Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify to every man 
** that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law."^ 
That is, if he choose to depend on the law, he must keep every part 
of it; but even then, he cannot be benefitted by the privileges of the 
gospel of Christ; because he has chosen the law and placed his trust 
in that, and not in the gospel of Christ. 

10. Paul circumcised Timothy to prevent occasion of reproach 
from the Jews, that his doctrine might thereby be accessible to them. 
For the same cause he was counselled by the elders at Jerusalem, to 
purify himself alter the manner of the law, and make an offering in 
the temple. He also baptised a few at Corinth, and thanked Grod 
that he had baptised no more, declaring at the same time, that Christ 
sent him not to baptise, but to preach the gospeMI But if water-bap- 
tism was really an institution of the gospel, it must have been con- 
nected with the preaching of the gospel; why then was he not sent 
to administer it ? But it is clearly evident that he performed these cer- 

• RTfttt ▼. It. rRom. X. 4. X See Acts xvi. 3, and xxi. 90 to 96. i Gal. V. 9, X 
H 9ta I Cor. i. 14 t» 17. 
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emonies to accommodate himself to the state* of the people; to ^* be- 
" come all things to all men, that he might save some.'* 

•11. We are, however, very far from condemning water-baptism, 
or any other religious ceremony which is conscientiously performed, 
as a religious duty ; especially if attended with any beneficial effects 
in reforming the lives of the persons concerned, and keeping them 
fXQm the snares of sin. But it oflen happens that people, under the 
conviction of sin, will resort to water-baptism and other religioui 
ceremonies, to ease the reproaches of conscience, and then settle 
down under the cover of some established religious denomination, 
and soon leaven into the same lifeless state, with a full persuasion 
that they are now become Christians, while the r^al principles and 
practice of their lives continue the same as before. Thus they grasp 
at the shadow, but lose the substance. In such cases, their water- 
baptism serves only to extinguish the fire of the Spirit, which had 
been burning in their consciences and produced conviction of sin, 
and which ought to bum till sin is consumed out of the soul. But 
water-baptism never can wash away sin, nor justify the soul. 

12. But the only true baptism which can profit the soul, is that 
of " the Holy Spirit and fire.'' This baptian will bum up and de- 
stroy the base and unclean passions and propensities of man's fallen 
nature, and thus effectually consume all the dross of the soul; and 
in this opei'ation it will prepare the soul for the refreshing streams 
of the Waters of life, which will cleanse, purify and invigorate every 
faculty, and eventually raise the soul into the very nature and hea- 
venly life of Christ. This is the tme baptism of Christ; ahd this 
baptism renders all shadows and figures entirely useless. When 
souls partake of this baptism, then they know in tmth, what ismeai^ 
by '' the Holy Spirit and fire;" because they experience its saluta- 
ry and blessed effects. 

13. Second, Concerning the Lord^s Stepper, As baptism, or 
die washing with water, was a figure of the true baptism of the Ho- 
ly Spirit: so that institution which is commonly called, 7%e Lord's 
suppeVf was also designed as a figure. But what was tiie import 
of this figure ? As water is used to cleanse and refresh the body; 
so the water of life'will cleanse and refresh the soul : and as bread 
is used to nourish and, strengthen the body; so the bread of life will 
nourish and strengthen the soul. Those outward ceremonies called 
baptism and the Lord's supper, which were sometimes used in the 
days of the apostles, were in substance, practiced under tbe law.* 

* The washing with water was a common ceremony which was strictly enjoined an» 
der the law, for the purpose of cleansing the body from various kinds of pollution. And 
the passover was an mstitution kept by the Jews in commemoration of the Lord's pHS- 
sln^ over their houses wheii ht slew the first-born of Egypt, and dtUverd th^m from 
their Egyptian bondag*. 
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Hence they must be considered as figures or symbols of spiritual 
substances, which were to take place in a future day. 

l4 When Jesus Christ kept the Jewish passover tor the last time, 
he is supposed to have instituted what is called, " the Lord's sup- 
per." But it ought to be considered that, in the performance of this 
ceremony, he ofiSciated in a manner similar to that practiced by the 
head of the Jewish family; and the only alteration that he introduc- 
ed and directed his disciples to observe, with regard to this feast of 

- the passover, was, that tiiey should do it in remembrance of him. 

- That is, instead of doing it as they had done, in remembrance of 
their deliverance from their Egyptian bondage; they shouW do it in 

- ramembrance of him who came to deliver them from the bondage 
of sin, of which their deliverance from Egypt was but a figure. But 
it appears very evident in each place where this transaction of our 
Savior is recorded, that it was designed as a figure of a spiritual 
work to come. The circumstances are particularly stated by Luke.* 
'^ .^kI he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this 
** passover with you before I suffer; for I say unto you, I will not any 
*' more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God," 

15. The church, or assembly of the faithful, established by the 
apostles at Jerusalem, " were of one heart and one soul;" and we 
Iwve no account tiiat they ever kept any external sacrament, as the 
Lord's supper, in any other manner than by eating and drinking to- 
gether, daily, as Jesus Christ set them the example while he was 
with thean. ''And all that believed were together, and had all 
'^ things comm<m : — and breaking bread from house to house, did 
" eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart. ''t It is true 
that when the gospel was preached to the Gentiles, those who believ- 
ed did not generally come into a united interest ; and therefore could 
not eat and drink together, daily ; hence they came together at ap- 
pointed times, and held their love feasts, and eat and drank together, 
in remembrance of the last supper of the Lord Jesus with bis dis- 
ciples. But as they soon fell into disorder in these things, the apos- 
tle Paul interfered, and set proper regulations among them, and 
said, ''As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew* 
the Lord's death till he come."t 

16. Hence it appears that, tho' it might be done to commemorate 
&e Lord's death; yet afler the second coming of Christ, it could no 
longer be necessary ; because the reality must then be made mani- 
fest. But where can we find any evidence to show, that the apostles 
and primitive Christians ever pretended to a ceremonious consecra- 
tion of a little bread and wine, and to make a formal distribution of 
it amcmg the members of the church, and call it the sacrament of 

• Luk« xxii. 7 to 20. t Acts ii. 44 and 46. 1 1 Cor. xi. 96. 
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the Lord^s Supper 1 This practice was first introduced into the 
church by Gentile philosophers, ^ who professed the christian faith, 
and whose object was, (as Dr. Mosheim says,) "to give their 
*' religion a mystic air, in order to put it upon an equal footing, in 
" point of dignity, with that of the pagans.*" . This was undoubt- 
edly the origin of all those ideas of the mysterious virtues which have 
ever been attached to that ceremony. 

17. It is however certain, that if the bread and wine in this c^e- 
mony, are to be considered as symbols of the body and blood of a dy« 
ing Savior, they must be symbols of an absent Savior for there can 
be no kind of use in representing the Savior by signs and sym* 
bols, when he is really present. Wherever Christ has a true church, 
there, he abides, and there is his body and blood. The church 
oi Christ is fed with the bread of life, and refreshed with the 
water of life; and this is the body and blood of Christ, and these 
united, become the life of his true followers, and of which they all 
partake by their union to the body. *' If we walk in the light, as 
*' he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another; and the 
'* blood of Jesus Christ (that is, his Spirit and life) cleanseth us from 
" all sin.t 

18. Thus the true sacrament of the Lord's supper is found in the 
spiritual union of the saints, who have fellowship one with another, 
by walking in the true light which is in Christ; and thus they par- 
take of his spirit and life, according to his own testimony: " I am 
** the bread of life — I am the living bread which came down fh)m 
'* Heaven; if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever. — £x* 
'' cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of ms^n, and drink his blood, 
'*' ye have no life in you. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
'* blood is. drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
'^ blood, dwelleth in me and I in him."t This is partaking of the 
Lord's supper in very deed; and they who truly do this, have the 
promise of eternal life; and none can ever possess eternal life, unless 
they enjoy this holy communion, and really partake of this food, in 
its true spiritual sense. 

19. No person can reasonably suppose that Jesus meant that we 
must literally eat his flesh and drink his blood, in order to obtain 
eternal life. His language on this occasion, as on many others, was 
used figuratively, to imply his life and Spirit. His meaning was, 
that those who partake of his life and Spirit, will liv« as he lived, 
and walk as he walked; that is, in perfect obedience to the will of 
God. '* My meat is to do the will of him that sent me," said he; 
and that which was his meat, became also the meat of his true fol- 
lowers, who thereby became the members of his body, and were 

* Sw Eccl.. Hist. Tol. i. p. Iflf. t 1 JohR i. 7. % John ri. 4t to 56. 

Digitized by VjOO^ It: 



CfiAP. nr.] THS LOltB^S 8t7f>Pftft. 

made partakers with him, of the bread of life which was maidfefted 
ka hnn. This is the food of heavenly minded soob, and this is the 
true sacrament, and there is no other. ** To him that overcoBMtfa 
** wHl I give to eat of the hidden manna.*' And agaia; " I wiH 
not drink henceforth of the fruit of the ^ne, until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Fatber^s Kii^;doin."^ This rraaained to 
be accomplished at the period of his second coming. 

20. Hence we may see what the true sapper of the Lord is; and 
what his supper with his disciples was designed to typify; and wheft 
0ouls really come to partake of this bread, find drink t^i vuie, they 
wilt no longer contend about shadows and signs. Jesus Christ did 
not say, *' Except ye eat that bread and drink thtU wifUf'* which 
is ChRed tbe Lord^s supper, ** ye have no life in yen.'* Yet the 
professors of Christianity, who l^ve been so solicitous ftbout the per* 
Ibrmance of this outward ceremony, instead of comtnerocHmtiag^ tiM 
dying love of the Divine Redeemer, by partaking of his Divine |Spirit» 
and exerciising it in love one to another, have manifested the moil 
bitter animosities towards each other. 

21. The violent contentions among christian professors of former 
ages; upon this subject, instead of promoting brotherly kindnesip 
chriirtian charity and heavenly love, often led to cruel hatred, Uood 
and slaughter. No rational Christian can suppose that Christ would 
e.«tablish an institution calculated to produce wrath and strife, and 
tbhi too among Christians. And yet the great body of christian pnH 
fessors of tiie present day, differ very little, in their views of the sub* 
j6ct, from their antichristian fathers, who contended with such vio- 
lence about the shadow, while the real substance was wholly out of 
their sight. Thus, while those who call themselves Christians, still 
continue to contend about the signs of the body and blood of a Savior, 
who was crucified on Mount Calvary nearly eighteen hundred yean 
ago, they are witnesses against themselves, that the body and blood, 
of a present Savior is not with them. 

22. But we would ask those who are so tenacious of the ceremo- 
i^ of the bread and wine, why they have neglected another, which 
was far more positively enjoined, both by the precept and example^ 
of our Savior ? While a pompous display is made of the ceremony 
of the bread and vrine, the command to wash one another's feet 
seems to be wholly disregarded. *' Supper being ended, Jesus rose 
'* from the table, and laid amde his garments, and took a towel and 
** girded himself. After that he poureth water into a basin, and be- 
" gan to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
" wherewith he vrns gir4ed.r^"So after he had wa^ed their feet, and 
** had taken his garments, a^d was set dOWn again, he said imto 

*M«tt.uTi»,aiidB«v U.i7. 
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*< tiMBi) K110MF 3^ wlMit I b«Te dooe unto you ? Ye call ine Master 
** and Lcffd: and ya say weH;,£»r so I am. If I th^, yoior Lo(d 
** and Master, bave waidied your feet, ye also ougl^ to wash one 
'^ another's feet : fpr I kai>€ given you an example^ that ye should 
^ d» ms Ihcnt doTie to you.'** 

98(1 What rule of action was ever more positiyely enjoined upon 
Christians ? No e^ceei^tion was made to its literal requirement; and 
Jms was evidently tke first who introduced it as a Divine command, 
lirthinf waa ever so positively enjoined by him, in iavor of parta?^ 
hfug bnad and wine as a sacrament. Jesus said to Peter, " If I 
*^ wadi tbee not, thou bast no part with me." But he never said» If 
ym do not partake ef this bread and wine, ye have no part with me; , 
mm was he the first who introduced it; but as it had been practiced 
awonf the Jaws, at the feast of the passover, in commemoration oC 
iWr delivenMce from Egypt, he directed lus disciples to do it for » 
dtiiertt^ purpose : ** Tins do in remembrance of me." But his com* 
IMmd to wa^ one another's feet, was a new and more particular in^ 
Action. Why then is the practice neglected by those who so ear- 
■ a aliy contend for the ceremony of the bread and wine ? The an- 
aipnria obvious: The former is too humiliating an exercise, and 
tee kk wfai<di they csouiot display so much pomp and parade, as in 
eating bread amd cbinking wine. 

S4. 1^ reqwemei^ M our Sayior were just and reasonable. He 
did not come to teach mer« lessons of theory; but to inculcate the 
ptinci^s and practice of virtue. His washing the feet of his disci- 
^s, was an example of his humility, kindness and love; and where 
Is the real Christian who could follow this example, without posses- 
idng a measure of tiie same virtues? 

26, But we are told by some great and learned expositors, that 
mt Savior did not mean to enjoin a literal performance of this cere- 
mony; and that the disciples knew better ttian to practice it literal- 
ly : that is, according to tiie opinion of these expositors, they knew 
better tiian to obey the posutive command, or to follow the exuR^le 
of their Lord and Master. But they evidentiy did practice it; and 
it was one of those essential virtuous practices which the apostle Paul 
rehired of widows, to entitle thmn to admittance into the joint com- 
munion of the church; ** If she have washed the saints' feet;*^ 
not ** i/" she have partaken of the bread and xdne ;" this was not 
essential : for this might be done without giving the least proof of 
virtuous sincerity. But if the former is not to be literally practiced, 
why should the latter ? It is certain that the washing of one ano- 
iier's feet was literally practiced among the primitive Christians; 
and-it was evidently deigned, not only as an outward token of (bcL 

•J<otiniaii.ftillia. 
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inward pfiiicq>le of humiHtj, kindness and charity, bat as a figure of 
the washing of regeneration, which cleanses the soul from the polhi- 
ttons of an earthly nature, in which the feet of all natural men walk, 
bdbre they receive the baptism of the Holy l^irit. 

26. *' A new commandment I give unto you,'' said Jesus *' That 
** ye lore one another, as I have loved you — By this shall all men 
** know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another."* 
Here is a plain and positive command given; and those who faithful- 
ly obey tMs command, cannot live in contention and strife; but win 
k)ve one another, not in profession and word; but in practical deeds 
of kindness and charity. This is a plain and visible criterion by 
which all men may see and know who are the true disciples of 
Ohrist. But a great profession of religious love, with aU the cere- 
monies of consecrated bread and wine added to it, without a corres- 
ponding practice, is no evidence of disciplesMp; for such are often 
as full of contention and strife, as those who make no profesnon at 
all. 

27. But the greatest practical evidence of genuine love and dis- 
interested benevolence that can be manifested on earth, is found 
where all are of one heart and one soul ; where the rich and the poor 
can meet together, and eat and drink atone table, and cheerfully 
partake of one common blessing and interest, and mutually share in 
«ach otiier's comforts and afflictions, both in things spiritual and tem- 
poral. Here souls, by eating and drinking together, in christian 
love and harmony, may daily partake of the Lord's supper, accord- 
ing to the manner in which the primitive church partook of it. Here 
they may ^w forth the Lord's death, in very deed, by their own 
example, in showing that he died to a selfish, partial nature; and 
that they have become partakers of that death, and have consequent- 
ly risen with him, into that life which the world, with all its profes- 
sions of religion have never obtained. 

28. Herein they plainly sh«w to all men, that they are partakers 
of that real body and blood which is the true life of Christ; and are 
fed and nourished by the true bread and wine of his spiritual King- 
dom. And in them is truly fulfilled the prayer of the Lord Jesus 
to his heavenly Father; '' that they may be one, even as we are 
one,'' 

• John ziii. 34, 35. 
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PART VII. 

TBS FAITH AND PRINCIPLES OF THE NEW CREATION. 

CHAPTER I. 

The twelve Fovndations of the law of Christy exemplified in 
the twelve Christian virtues. 

1. The great principles of the gospel reviyed and brought to 
light by Mother Ann, and the . succeeding Witnesses, comprise the 
whole law of Christ, manifested in this day of his second appearing. 
The true nature and character of God can be known only in his Di- 
vine Attributes, which are the seven. Spirits ofGod, represented to 
John by the *' seven lamps of fire burning before the throne." 
These seven Spirits are the only true source of all divine light, know- 
ledge and truth, and the only real foundation of all the worics of 
God revealed to man; and these are manifested in Christ the Lamb 
of God. By the operation of these seven Spirits, through Christ, the 
foundation, increase, order, beauty and glory of the new creation is 
formed, brought forth, and manifested to and in man. This brings 
to light the holy city, New Jerusalem, 

2» '' And I John saw the holy city. New Jerusalem, coming down 
''from God out of Heaven, having the glory of God: and her 
'* light was like unto a stone most precious.''* Herein is r^re- 
tented the true work and glory of God, proceeding from those di- 
vine lamps, or seven Spirits of God : and by these the glory of God 
is brought to light, and his spiritual work made manifest to man. 

3. '* And he that sat upon the throne, said. Behold, I make all 
things new."t It is by the operation of his Divine Attributes, 
through Christ, that he creates all things new, and establishes &e 
church of the latter day in all its order and glory. The order of the 
church on earth, proceeds immediately from that which is in Heaven. 
Indeed the true church of God on earth, is one with that which is in 
Heaven; and all who are in truth, united to that which is on earth, 
are also united to that which is in Heaven. This is agreeable to the 
declaration of the apostle to the Hebrews; ^* Ye are come unto Moui^ 
'' Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the Heavenly Jerusalem." 

4. And of the holy city it is said, '' The glory of God did lighten 

• Rtnr. zzi. 2«iid 11, t ^st. jal 5. 
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it, and &e Lamb is the li^ht thereof.'^ The «eyen ^irits of God 
were the only lights seen before his throne, and the only sight, powd- 
er and stren^ of the Lamb. Nothing therefore existed in this holy 
city, except what proceeded from these seven Spirits. 

6. *^ And the city Ueth four-square; the length and the breadth 
and the height of it are equaL'* That is, it is equally perfect on all 
rides. And here it is worthy of particular remark, th^Tl all its mea- 
sures, aU Its works, fruits, beauty, ovder and glovy have their foun- 
dation in the number twelve. These represent the twelve heavenly 
virtues manifested in Christ; and these are the pillars, protection and 
substance of the new and eternal creation of God, " wherein dwel- 
f* leth rigfatooosncn.'' They may be denominated and arranged in 
the following ord^; Faith, £fope, Montsty, Continence^ Innch 
cenc€y Simplicity, Meekness, Humility, Prudence, Patience, 
^taUcfidness, and Charity. 

'. 6. These twelve virtues, established in ^b% soul, and operating hi 
perfect hamaoDy, form the eternal and everlasting law of Christ^ 
AU other virtues, gilts and graces are the genuine fruits of these 
twelve, which are the primary princq>le8 of vhriue proceeding from 
(he Divine Attributes. And altho' there may be different names 
which imply nearly the same principles; yet names, in themselves 
een8]d»ed, are but mere sounds; it i» the i«al spirit and substance 
of these virtues which constitute the principle. These all proceed 
divecdy from the attributes of God; yet each particular virtue has a 
certain relative connection with its corresponding attributes, from 
sdach it more immediately proceeds. 

.. 7. 1. Faith. '^Without faith it is impossible to please God." 
Divine &ith is that pure influence proceeding from the eternal source 
of aH good, which plants the seed of God in the soul. And the obe- 
dience of faith produces all the virtues of the gospel, ** which ss the 
5< poww of God unto salvation." True faith proceeds from the 'pef¥f» 
er and light of CSod, and stands in connection with all his attributes: 
5* For God who hath commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
*' hath shined into our hearts."* True faith views every Divine raa* 
oi&station to ^ soul in its true light; and believes every promise of 
God, and every display of his power and goodness to mankind, to bo 
viiat they really are. 

. 8. But those who profess faith in the gospel, and who profess to 
be the fc^lowers of Clffist; and yet do not believe in all the promises 
ai God, nor in all his declarations throc^h his true witnesses; who 
do not believe that every work will be brought into ju^fmenl, wift 
fevery secret thing, and that every one will be rewarded ttecerding 
to hi$ works ; who do not believe that Christ has eomo Id open a 

• 8 Car. iv. ». 
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fmy hf wUdi soals can he savvd kom all sin, and thai this salftii^ot 
is really attainable in (his life; who do not believe tba(t fbe gos|Bel is 
free for aU souls without distinction, and will effectually save all who 
believe and obey it ; in short, those who do not brieve all theta 
tilings, are certainly lacking in tiie true faith of the gospel of Christ, 
let their professions be iK^at tiiey may. Or if they really possess 
fintk, and yet indulge themselves in any thing which is contrary to 
their faith; or knowingly neglect any duty which the gospel requires 
of them, they ara disobedient to faith; they are not the fail^fid M9 
lowers of Chri^ ; they du not keep the law of Christ,' and tharalbrs 
Mre not ime Christians. 

9. 2. HoPB« The' soutt may receive the tme fmth of the gos* 
pel; yet without hope, no one would be able to set out in <he cross* 
bearing work ^ich faith unfoUb: ** For we are saved by hope,"* 
Divine hope b a display of the power and wisdom of God in the soid« 
Hope *' hath respect to the recompense of reward."! It Inspires ths 
•oul wi& c<mfidence in Ute promises of God, that his reward is tuns. 
** And every man that hath this hope in him puri^th himself, ev^i 
^* as he is pure.''t Hope is styled in scripture, *' an anchor of th% 
touly both sure and stedfai^. — Happy is he whose hope is in the 
Lord." 

10. All doubting in the work of Grod, is contrary to this hopai 
ftnd therefore contrary to genuine Christianity. Those who make a 
fmfuaiton of Christianity, and, at tiie same time, distrust the love a»d 
goodness of God, or doubt his mercy or his justice, and have not AiH 
confidence that the power of God, contained in the gospel, is soft* 
eient to enable them to obey all its requirements, and save tiiem from 
all sin, and in the end reward them with a crown of everlasting lifs, 
without any hinderance of die decrees or foreknowledge of God, or 
any thing inconsistent with their own free- agency, are without tm$ 
gospel hope, and therefore are not true Christians. If they mrs 
ashamed of the testimony of the gospel, or of the works of godliness, 
in any respect, or do any thing whatever, of which they are ashamedi 
they act contrary to the divine virtue of hope: for ** hope maketh 
n&t ariiamed^" 

11. 3. HoNSSTY. Neither faith nor hope can bnng finrth good 
fruit, ufdess they are received *' in an honest and good heart." 
Agreeable to the testimony of Jesus Christ, those who receive tbs 
word of God, which is the seed of foith, '' in an honest and good 
bsart, bring forth fruit" So important then is the virtue of honesty 
m* sincerity, (which is essentially the same,) that do one can be bene* 
fitted by ^e gospel, or by any gift of €rod without it. The vtrtiM 
of honesty is tite operation ef the righteousness of Ood, in man, sad 

«Boiu vfii. M. t See Hfib. zi. 90. lUehi^iii.S*, 
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plante tlie principle of uprightness in the soul. " The tabemacW of 
(be upright shall flourish." 

12. The professor of Christianity who is not honest and sincere, in 
all his conduct and conversation, who uses any dissimulation, or 
seeks to cover any of his conduct, in word or deed, under the cloak 
of deception, who designedly deviates from the truth, in any respecl» 
and does not honestly do good and shun evil, and conduct hiraselfy 
in all things, according to his best light and understanding, trans* 
gresses the divine principle of honesty, and sins against God; and 
tiierefore cannot bring forth the fruits of the gospd. The gkl of 
God can find no abiding place in such a soul : for Grod is a God of 
truth, and no hypocrisy can find acceptance in 1ms presence. *' The 
hope of the hypocrite shall perish.'^ 

13. 4. Continence. This is &e fruit of that seed sown by 
lidth, and nourished by hope, in the good and honest heart. It is the 
principle of self-denial and abstinence from all evil; the source of 
seclusion or 'Separation from the principles and practices of the world; 
and the spring from whence proceeds the virgin life. It is a chaste 
and pure principle, and flows from the holiness of God. '' Blessed 
are Uie pure in heart: for they shall see God.'' 

14. He who, under a profession of Christianity, indulges a kscivi- 
iDus propensity, in actions, words ot feelings; he Who ^s not take 
8p his cross against all impurity, according to the requirements of 
the gospel; but who indulges hiintelf in any thing whatever, that has 
a tendency to lead the mind from the pure work of (xod, and to at- 
tach it to the impure things of this world, violates the virtue of con- 
tinence, defiles his soul and dishonors his christian profession; and 
therefore he is not a true self-denying Christian. 

15. 5. Innocbncs. This is the handmaid of Ch9Uinencet and, 
like that, proceeds from hdiness. The operation of continence de- 
stroys all fleshly lust, and implants in the soul the virtue of innocence. 
Thus the soul is fitted for the Kingdom of Heaven, and for 'the ac- 
ceptable worship of God. '' I will wash my hands in innocency; 
'^ so will I compass thine altar, Lord !" said the Psalnnst.'^ And, 
'* Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall not 
*^ enter into the Kingdom of Heaven;" said Jesus.t Little childrmi 
are innocent; their souls are not defiled with any known sin; they 
know nothing of the nature of pride, lust or any evil; they feel de- 
pendent on their parents for protection and support. 

16. Hence it must appear plain and obvious, that professors of the 
christian religion, who do not become as little children, by living 
Mves of innocence, and feel their daily dependence on the gift of God, 
for spiritual nourishment, strength and support, and for conttnualdirec^ 

•FM.xam. 6. tMattx^.a 
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Hon in the line of their duty, can have no just title to the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and need not expect to enter therein. Those who in- 
dulge, in themselves, any feelings of lust, pride, emy, covetousness, 
malice, hatred or revenge, are not innocent before God; they can 
bring no acceptable sacrifice to his altar; they are not the humble 
followers of the innocent, meek and lowly Savior; therefore they are 
not true Christians; and their profession will only increase their con- 
demnation in the day of trial. 

17. <?. SiMPLiciTy. True gospel simplicity implies a godly an- 
cerity, and a real singleness of heart, in all our conversation and 
conduct. This virtue is the operation of holiness and goodness, and 
produces in the soul a perfect oneness of character, in all things; its 
thoughts, words and works are plain and simple, and wholly directed 
to the honor and glory of God. It is harmless and un3efiled, and 
wholly unmixed with any evil. It is without ostentatiop, parade or 
any vain show, and naturally leads to plainness in all things. In all 
the objects of its pursuit, in all the exercise of its power, in all its 
communications of good to others, it is governed solely by the will 
of God, and shows forth its peculiar singleness of heart and mind in 
all things. ** If thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of 
light." 

18. Hence it will readily appear,, that a professor of Christianity 
.must be greatly deficient in true gospel simplicity, however great 
his profession, whose heart is not single towards God, whose faith is 
corrupted with a mixture of pride and vain glory, whose conversa- 
tion is mixed with duplicity, and his conduct with craftiness, whose 
mind is filled with jarring passions, and continually exeicised with 
Tain imaginations. Such professors do not live simply according to 
the faith of the pure gospel of Christ; they do not seek to do the 
will of God, and live to his honor and glory in all things; they do 
not honor their profession; they do not follow Christ, nor bear his 
cross; they do not walk in christian simplicity. How then can 
they, with any propriety, be called Christians ? 

19. 7. Meekness. This is that mild, gentle and unassuming 
virtue which is the very opposite of pride and haughtiness. Pride 
separates the soul from obedience to God, but meekness readily leads 
to obedience. Meekness fits tlie soul for that gospel soil in which 
it may bring forth fruit unto godliness. '* Blessed are the meek: 
** for they shall inherit the earth.'' This alludes to the " new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness," and which is composed of that 
spiritual soil in which souls can '* take root downward, and bear 
fruit upward." True meekness is the fear of God, the beginning 
of wisdom and gospel understanding. It implants in the soul a live- 
ly sense of the greatness of God's power, and the dependence of the 
toul upon him for eveiy good gift. 
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20. Many make great professions of religion Who are; at the 
same time, utterly destitute of the virtue of meekness: hence their 
Religion is but a name without the substance. He who is not mild, 
** gentle, and easy to be entreated," is lacking in meekness. He 
who pursues projects of ambition, or seeks after worldly greatness, 
in any manner, transgresses against the virtue of meekness. He 
can therefore have no just claim to Christianity; he cannot inherit 
the new earth, nor bring forth fruit unto God. 

21. 8. Humility. This virtue goes hand in hand yriih Meek- 
nesSy* and, like that, flows esssenti ally from Wisdom. Humility is 
that principle of virtue, exercised in modesty, which produces a 
wise, sober, cautious, discroet -and amiable deportment, in conduct 
and convenation, through all the members of the body of Christ, 
and in each one and all, according to their respective lots and cal- 
lings, and according to the measure of their acquirements, gifls and 
graces in the house of Grod. This virtue is indispensably necessa*- 
ry to promote and maintain the union and harmony of the church of 
God, which is the body of Christ, and greatly promotes the union of 
the spirit in all the members. It is one of the brightest ornaments of 
(he inner man, and the church cannot be supported without it. 

22. The virtue of humility leads to a modest conversation and 
deportment towards God and man. It teaches us to speak with refe- 
rence and Godly fear concerning God and all his works; it leads 
us to a humble and willing submission to the will of God, in alt 
things, and under all circumstances. Humility is regardless of 
worldly honor, it seelcs no preferment, and looks with indifference 
on all those allurements which feed the pride and vanity, and cap- 
tivate the feelings of a vain world. This is that lowly virtue to 
which Jesus Christ had a particular reference when he said, ** Bles- 
sed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. "t 
Therefore, ** Be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth g^race to the humble. ''t From this* virtue proceeds jepen- 
tance and godly sorrow for sin : to this Jesus Christ alluded in say- 
ing, ** Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.'* 

23. How gfreat is the contrast between the exalted feelings of 
pride, and the modest sensations of humility ! How excessively 
foolish and vain it is for fallen man to pursue schemes of self-exalta- 
tion, and vain glory, which must and will finally end in debasement 
and degradation of soul ! Let all who profess the christian name, 
remember the testimony of Jesus Chrfst; " Whosoever exalteteth 

• The essential difference between meekneu and humiliiy, sceniB to be just thii : 
Homility brings down the haughtinew of mau ; meekneis blnda this haiicMtee« aaA 
|v«ventB it from rising. 

t Matt. ▼. 3. %\ P»t«r t. 8. 
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^' himsetf, shall be abased; and he that humblefh himself, shall be 
exalted/** 

24. 9. Prudence. The virtue of prudence is of inestimable 
value. True christian prudence is that virtue which leads to a dis- 
creel, judicious and wise improvement of every natural and moral 
facuhy, and of all the powers, gifls and graces givea of God 
to man. Temperance is one of the distinguishing graces of prudence : 
for all gifts and graces are bestowed in vain, unless a discreet and 
temperate improvement be made of them. ** The wisdom of the 
prudent is to understand his way;*' and *Mhe prudent man looketh 
well to his going. "t Prudence proceeds from Wisdom, and the 
liouse of prudence is the habitation of wisdom. *' I Wisdom dwell 
with Frudence.^^t 

26, He who is blessed with the virtue of prudence^ is not hasty in 
his woi-ds, nor rash in any of his conduct; but is watchful over all 
his words and actions; he is careful and discreet in all things. He 
is industrious and faithful in his duty, both in things spiritual and 
temporal; but does not. go beyond his strength, in soul nor body* 
He does not carelessly scatter and lose the gifts and graces of God; 
he does not waste nor misimprove any blessing, spiritual nor tempo- 
Yal; but makes a wise and temperate use and improvement of alt 
things committed to his charge, according to the best of his under- 
standing and abilities. He who transgresses against the virtue of 
prudence, is deficient of the spirit of Wisdom from whence it pro- 
ceeds. This virtue can be maintained by watchfulness only. '* What 
I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch.'^ll 

26. 10. Patience This is a very powerful virtue, and flows es- 
sentially from Power and Love. It is of essential importance to ev- 
ery Christian, especially when under trials and afflictions. Forbear- 
ance and long suffering are its distinguishing graces. It fills the 
Boul with constancy, and enables it to bear up under the severest tri- 
als, and to persevere through the greatest difficulties. It is always 
subject to the will of God, and always ready and willing to wait 
Crod's appointed time. It never faints under any trials; and there- 
fore reaps the reward of its constancy and perseverance in due sea- 
son. Without patience, there is no perseverance; therefore, 'Met 
** patience have her perfect work." 

27. He who fully possesses the virtue of patience, is never unre- 
conciled to any duty, however severe and trying. He never mur- 
murs nor repines at his lot; nor does he complain that his way is 
hard, and that of others easy. He is never fretful and peevish; but 
always exercises such a degree of love to the work oi God, that he 
can coastantiy persevere in the performance of every known duty, 

• Lnke xiv. U. t Prov. xiv. 8 and IS. t Prov. viU. 18. II Mark xili. 9T. 
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whatever difficulties may attend it. He is willing to endure aU 
things /or Christ^ s sake and the gospeVs, and to bear any cross 
rather than lose his justification before God. 

28. But he who indulges feelings of discouragement, suffers loss, 
and is always in danger of falling away, because he is lacking in 
patience. He who faints under trials, is Restitute of patience, and 
must fall, unless supported by others. He who gives way to feel- 
ings of impatience, dishonors himself and his holy calling. ** Ye 
*' have need of patience," saith the apostle, " that after ye have 
" done the will of God, ye might receive the promise."* 

29. 11. Thankfulness. This virtue proceeds from the free 
operation of the love and goodness of God in the soul. A soul in 
the possession of the genuine love of God, feels a sense of his un- 
bounded goodness; and is thereby feelingly excited to a holy fervor 
of heavenly joy and gratitude. He is thus enable to bless (jrod for 
his goodness, to praise him for his love, and cheerfully serve him 
with all the faculties of soul and body. This is the virtue of thank- 
fulness, and it is the mo^t acceptable worship of God. Cheerfulness 
and good- will are the attendant graces of this heavenly virtue. 

30. True gospel thankfulness is not the transient excitement of a 
moment, produced by an occasional manifestation of love and good- 
ness, and which has no abiding residence in the soul. Such tempo- 
rary excitements are often experience^ hy many^warm and zealous 
professors of religion; and though they may proceed from the oc- 
casional effusions of the Divine Spirit; yet they are soon scattered 
and destroyed by the inveterate corruptions of the human heart 
which, like a cage of unclean birds, will soon waste and consume 
all the good seed that comes within their reach, and leave the poor 
soul as destitute as ever. 

31. But when the seed of Divine love and goodness is sown in a 
good and honest heart, which has been cleansed from all unright- 
eousness, and made a fit temple for the Holy Spirit to dwell in, 
then it becomes an abiding treasure ; and this produces true thank- 
fulness. By the operation of this virtue, the soul is constantly pre- 
vented from the indulgence of any ungrateful and unthankful feel- 
ings; and is at all times ready to render thanks to God, for every 
appearance of his love and goodness, and for all the kind favors of 
his Providence, both spiritual and temporal. 

22, He who is unthankful, is unholy; and *' without holiness, no 
man shall see the Lord." He who indulges any feelings that the way 
of God is hard, or that the cross of Christ is unreasonable, or that 
any duty which the gospel requires is unnecessary, is devoid of 
thankfulness. He who, after having been called by the gospel, 

• H«b. z. 90. 
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hankers after the carnal gratifications of nature, and reg^ts that he 
cannot longer enjoy the alluring pleasures of this world, is insensi- 
ble of the mercy and goodness of God, in calling him from these 
vain and transitory enjoyments, to the way of life and salvation from 
all sin : he is unthankful and ungrateful, and is in danger of falling 
away and losing the way of God. 

33. 12. Charity. This is the last and the greatest of. all the 
christian virtues. It is the genuine operation of goodness and love 
in the soul, and is exercised in righteousness. It is ** full of mercy 
and good fruits." It is that benevolent principle which kindly ad- 
ministers whatever is truly needful for the benefit, support and hap- 
piiness of soul and body, each in its proper order. It administers, 
indeed the treasures brought forth by all the other virtues; and thus 
is produced the perfection of happiness in the Holy City. The apos- 
tle Paul considered charity as the greatest of all the virtues : and 
why ? Because, without charity, there can be no abiding adminis- 
tration of the gifls of God; and therefore all others must fail, unless 
they are supported by it. 

34. Let a man possess never so ihuch of that religious fervor 
which he calls l&e love of God, it will avail him nothing without 
charity. True charity will influence him to love the children of 
God, and to administer freely to their necessities; to love all the 
creatures of God, and be ready to promote the comfort and happi- 
ness of all, both of soul and body, according to his capacity and 
their necessities. He who ig destitute of this kind of charity^ is 
equally destitute of the love of God. He who bears any grudge or 
hardness against any person, or is unjust or cruel in any case, even 
towards his domestic animals, acts in direct opposition to the divine , 
principle of charity; and whatever his profession may be, he can 
have no just claim to the love of God: he does not possess it, 

35. Finally: All false judging, jealousies, evil surmisings, evil 
speaking, railing, backbiting, slander, and the like, are violations of 
the virtue of charity; and so far as the christian professor is faulty 
in any of these respects, he is deficient in christian charity, however 
exalted his profession; and hence, in proportion as he is deficient in 
this virtue, all other gifls and graces will profit him notlung. 

36. Thus far have we attempted to show the nature of the twelve 
virtues which constitute the eternal law of Christ, in the new crea- 
tion of Grod. The substance of, these virtues is everlasting, and can 
never be changed. They are the operating springs of all the works 
of God, in the true order of heaven and earth. They are the foun- 
dation of the number twelve, so oflen used by the inspired writers, . 
in describing the order of the work of God, botii typical and spiritual. 
The twelve tribes of Israel, according to the order of the fiedi, were 
but ihadowg of this spiritual order of the work of God. The twelve 
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apostles of Jesus Christ also represented these twelve virtues, wbich 
constitute the substance •£ that gospel which they were comiBissioi^ 
ed to preach. 

37. But the most striking representation of these virtues may be 
•een in John's vision of the Holy City.* " And he carried me awaj 
'* in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me tbsit 
" g^reat city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
•* God." The following^i-emarks will Ulustrate tlHS subject. 

38. 1. This Holy City had twelve gates; and tho' according to the 
testunony of Jesus Christ, " Strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
*' way that leadeth unto life, and few there be thai find it;" and again, 
'* I am the way, and the truth, and the life;" and also, " I am 4lie 
** door;" yet the Holy City had twelve gates; and these gates were 
the entrances into the city. The true meaning is, the twelve gatei 
which John saw in his vision, were the figurative representations of 
the twelve heavenly virtues, manifested in Christ, who is &e tmly 
way; and it is through the power and influence of all these virtues, 
that the soul must find an entrance into the Holy City. That is, he 
must come into the possession of all these virtues^ in a greater or 
less degree, according to the measure of his capacity, before he can 
become a fit inhabitant of the Holy Qty, and actually possess it. 
For it is declared by the testimony of eternal truth, that, ** There 
** shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, or worketh 
" abomination, or maketh a lie." The operation of these ¥irtuea 
will effectually exclude every evil from all souls that possess them, 
and walk in them. ** 

39. 2. " And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every several 
'' gate was of one pearl : and the street of the city was p<u« gold, 
" as it were transparent glass.'' Thus these gates were of the one 
gospel pearl, which is the ** pearl of great price." For they ate 
the one only way of entrance into the Holy Qty, or Kingdom of 
Heaven. The pure gold, like transparent glass, which formed the 
street of the city, shows not only thf perfect purity of the Way, but 
also its perfect clearness. No impurity nor imperfection, no shade 
of darkness, doubt or uncertainty, can possibly exist in this pure 
way ; but all is clear and perfect, and will finally be found so, by 
every faithful soul who shall continue to walk therein. This pure 
and clear street, therefore, is the one only way of Grod, in wlocli 
all souls must walk, in order to possess the Holy City, md. dwell in 
it; for it is situated in (he midst of those twelve virtues, surrounded 
and measured on aU sides by them. 

40. 3. « And the gates of it shall not be ^ut at all by day ; for there 
•• shall be no night mere: for the gloiy of God did lighten it, and' 

•♦ »*• Jttv. ehij). ttf. 
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** the Lamb is the light thereof.'' AH darkness and doybts are done 
away by the tight and glory of God, revealed in and through the. 
Lamb, and made maoifest in these christian virtues; and the way of 
entrance is free for all souls. And these same virtues, through 
which is found the only entrance into the Holy City, are also its de- 
fence and protection: for while souls walk in these virtues, they are 
safe from all evil; no evil can possibly enter through them. Hence 
it is said, *' There shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defiletfa/ 
** neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.*' 

41. 4. *< Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they 
** may have right to the tree of life, and may^enter in through the 
'Agates into the city."^ Some suppose this to imply that there are 
many ways of entrance into the Holy City, or Kingdom of Heaven. 
But let no one deceive himself with this supposition. Christ is the 
only way, and this one way contains all these gates: for whosoever 
is obedient to the operation of all the preceding virtues, wUl keep 
all the commands of God; and thus he finds an entrance through all 
these gates. Such, therefore, and such only, have a right to the tree 
of life, and to an inheritance in the Holy City. 

42. 5. ** And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in 
" them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And the foun*. 
" dations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of, 
" precious stones." The twelve apostles were the first whom Christ 
sent to preach the gospel of the Kingdom, which is founded on these, 
twelve virtues. And the precious stones with which they were gair- 
nished, are all the gifts and graces of the Spirit, given through Christ, 
which proceed fix)m these twelve virtues, which are the foundations 
on which the wall of the city is built. 

43. 6. It is worthy of remark that, tho' the wall had twelve foun- 
dations, which were each of different kinds of precious stones; yet 
tike building of the wall was Jasper; and also that '^her light 
" was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear 
'' as chrystal." Jasper b here represented as the most precious of. 
all stones; and therefore the most proper representation of Him who 
is the Eternal Foundation of all goodness and virtue; and it also 
clearly shows the work to be all of God. '* He that sat upon the 
throne was to look upon like Jasper.'' Again: the first foundation 
of the wall was Jasper. This evidently represents faith, which is 
the seed of God, the first virtue, and the medium through which all. 
the others proceed from God to man. 

44. 7. And the wall was " great and high." This was measured 
by the same number, twelve times twelve, equal to one hundred and 
forty-four. '* And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and 

^ •Rev.wiilt 
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" forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, 
'' of the angel.'' Thus tlie foundations, height and measurements of the 
wall, were according to the same number with the gates. This shows 
that the Holy City, as respects both its defence and entrances, is pro- 
tected by the same twelve virtues. But why is it called the mea- 
sure of a man and of the angel ? This shows that, tho' it is all of 
the angelic or heavenly order; yet it must be manifested in man; 
that is, man must be measured by the same rule, and be found in the 
same heavenly and angelic virtues, in order to become a fit inhabi- 
tant of this Holy City, and be protected in it. 

45. 8. As the natural man cannot conceive of a building, without 
associating with it the idea of materiate substances, as the consti- 
tuent parts thereof, he will perhaps infer from thence, that the Holy 
City cannot be composed of these virtues; because they are Tiot ma- 
teriate substances. But we would ask. Of what can the spiritual 
building of God be formed, if not of spiritual virtues ? As the ma- 
terial world is composed of materiate substances; so the spiritual 
world must necessarily be composed of spiritual substances : for there 
is a real substance in s{Mritual tilings, as well as in natural; yea, and 
a substance, too, which is infinitely more substantial and durable. 
Thus saith the apostle : *' Ye took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, 
•' knowing that ye have in heaven a better and more enduring sub- 
** stance,'^ And again: " Faith ts the substance of things hoped 
^^fory It must therefore be admitted, that^he spiritual creation is 
substantial and eternally durable, in its order of existence. And cer- 
tainly these .virtues are spiritual and eternal, and therefore more sub- 
stantial and durable in their spiritual and eternal order, than any 
materiate substance whatever. And tho' the natural man is unable 
to discern spiritual substances; yet when the Holy City is represent- 
ed and revealed to him, by these twelve virtues, he may, as by a 
figure, form some idea of what the substance consists. 

46. 9. All things in the natural world, and, all the works and deal- 
ings of God with man, on earth, are but shadows and figurative 
representations of spiritual things, and of the works and dealings of 
God with his people, in the new creation. As the sons of Jacob, 
who composed the house of their father, and were the primacy foun- 
dations of the chosen tribes of Israel, were twelve in number; and 
as the apostles who were the pillars, or primary foundations of the 
Church of Christ on earth, in the days of his first appearing, were 
also twelve in number; so these numbers represent the primary foun- 
dations of the spiritual work of God in man, as manifested in this 
day of Christ's second appearing. The measure of the Holy City 
is according to the same number, being twelve thousand fivlongs 
every way. 

47. 10. Thus we sea that the Holy aty, New JtruioUm, ia its 
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^undations, entrances/ adomings, productions and measurements, ia 
^established, furnished and regulated by the same nomber. Hie ser- 
vants of God were also sealed according to the same number; twelve 
thousand of each tribe of Israel, being the Israel of God. Those 
also, who were seen standing with the Lamb on Mount 2]Dn, were 
of the same number, twelve limes twelve thousand, or one hundred 
«md forty -four thousand. Mount Zion is the same holy city herein 
described. This cleariy shows that the serMints of God, in the work 
of the new creation, that is, those " who follow the Lamb whither- 
soever he goeth,** are all prepared and brought forth, numbered and 
sealed by Aese twelve virtues; and hence it is, that ** they are with- 
out fault before the throne of God." And none but such can enter 
and dwell in " Mount Zion, the City of the living God." 

48. 11. " And he i^wed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
,** as chiystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb!" 
This is the source of eternal life, and is brought to light by the 8€pen 
Spirits of God. *' In the midst of the street of it, and on either 
** side of the river, was the tree af life^ which bare t\velve manner 
** q( fniits, and yielded her fiiiit every month.'* These are tte 
fruits of the twelve virtues, which are produced in twelve regular or- 
ders, one after another.* ** And the leaves of the tree were fbrihe 
healing of the nations." These leaves are the gifts and graces of 
the twelve virtues; and are to be administered by those who possess 
them, and which must heal the lost children of men, and give them 
eternal life, if they ever obtain it. The tree of life^ which stands in 
the midst of the street, is Christ, who stands in the midst of the way 
of lite, yielding the fruits of these twelve virtues for all who walk 
therein. The tree is represented in the vision, as standing on either 
side, that is, on each side of tlie river. This was designed to repre- 
sent the manifestation of Christ, both in the male and female, be- 
tween whom the waters of life flow in the church, producing the 
fruits of Christ in the members. 

49. 12. John's vision of the ** Woman clothed with the Sun, and 
having upon her head a crown of twelve stars," represents, in a 
striking manner, the same twelve virtues. These are placed as a 

• Thennmbw twelve represcntt the different orders and states of souls in the spirtoal 
work of God ; and these different orders and stales have their foundation in ihe \welv« 
primary virtues which constitute the foundations of the holy city. The order, state md 
elass of all souls are determined and fixed by their relative coimection to thc^ respec- 
tive virtues; and iho' all true Christians must possess a measure of all these viriues ; yet 
their gifts, and the fruits vjrhich they bring forth, wHl partake mostly of the nature of that 
partienlarirtrtae with which they stand m the nearest relative connection, and for which 
they are the best qualified, according to the order of their creation. " There are diver- 
sities of girts, but the same sph-it." This may be clearly seen among all the human rwe ; 
nil have their peculiar gfifts and talents, " one after this manner, and another after thai :" 
tho* the gifts of many are often abused, misimproved or perverted to a wrony UM. 
TbBM are the talents *ey hare received, and «w the iwpi cv i en t of whieh they«rtt 
aecoontable to God. 

26 
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crown of glory upon the head of the divine Spirit of Wisdom^ who 
is the Mother or bearing Spirit of all the works of God to man; and 
from whom they flow, as heavenly lights to the righteous, in the 
new creation of God. 

50. Many among the world of mankind have been engaged, for 
thousands of years, in searching after religion of some kind or other; 
Init with all their searches and researches, aided by all the human 
wisdom t^y could obtain, they have never been able to find the real 
substance of true religion. The reason is, true religion cannot be 
known without the revelation of God, and instead of looking to God 
for direction, and seeking to do his will, with pure hearts and clean 
hands, they have pursued their own imaginations, and sought religion 
in their own devices, and blended it with the indulgence of their 
own corrupt propensities. Hence they have generally placed reli- 
gion in speculative tenets, and cerenoonial forms : so that among the 
great bulk of mankind, in every age, human creeds and human 
ceremonies have ever constituted the summum honum^ or essential 
virtues of their religion. 

51. But it is through the revelation of God only, that true reli- 
gion is made known to man. And it is through this revelation ak>ne, 
that the twelve christian virtues, and their attendant graces, have 
been brought to light, and made manifest in the true children of God. 
These virtues, proceeding from the seven Attributes, or Spirits of 
God, form the everlasting and unchangeable law of Christ; and this 
is the only true religion which ever will, or ever can save any soul, 
and fit it for the everlasting habitation and enjoyment of God. 
Wherever the true gospel is preached, it shows forth the very es- 
sence of these virtues; and they are all thereby opened to receive 
souls. Thus they represent the very gates of the New Jerusalem, 
into all of which the soul must finally enter, and possess their sub- 
stance, accorrling to his measure, or he can never dwell in this holy 
habitation. 

52. By walking in this law of eternal life, souls find a progres- 
sive increase in the very nature and substance of these virtues; and 
become as lively stones, fitted and built up into a spiritual house, a 
holy temple and habitation of God.** And none can enter this holy 
temple, but by and through this eternal and unchangeable law, the 
law of the Holy City, New Jerusalem, which is revealed In and 
through Christ. The operation of these virtues effectually shuts out 
every unholy thing, and forms the law of Christ, for the govemmMit 
of his church, which is the house of God, and '* the habitation of bis 
throne;'' as it is written: *' This is the law of the house; Upon the 
'* top of the mountain, the whole limit thereof round about shall be 
" most holy. Behold this is the law of the house.'^t 

• 8«« 1 Pm. ii. 5. t BspV. zliii. ». 
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63. This is the pattern of the eternal law, the only rule for Chris- 
tians to walk by. Therefore, let all judge by this, who among pro- 
fessors, really possess the character of true Christians. Let all pro- 
fessors of religion examine themselves, and seriously consider how 
near they come to this pattern, shown by the Lamb, in the holy 
mount of God : for none can enter and dwell in the Holy City, the 
spiritual house of the new creation, unless they walk by this rule, 
and keep this law. 



CHAPTER n. 

The seven moral Principles of the Church of Christ, as reduced 
to practice in the United Society. 

Ths illustration of the twelve christian virtues, contained in the 
precedbg chapter, brings to view seven moral principles, which form 
the practical and external law of life for the direction and government 
of Christ's followers in his everlasting Kingdom, which is now be- 
gun on earth. These seven principles were established by the pre- 
cepts and confirmed by the example of Jesus Christ while on earth, 
and may be stated in the following order: 

1. Duty to God ; 2. Duty to man ; 3. Separation from the 
world; 4. Practical peace; 5, Simplicity of language; 6. 
night use of property ; and 7. A virgin ltfe» 

I. DUTY TO OOD. 

1. This principle flows from the attributes of love and right eouS' 
ness in God, and is inspired by faith and hope. It is displayed in 
our thankfulness to God for all his goodness, and in our perfect obe- 
dience to his Divine will. It directs all those feelings of prayer, 
praise and adoration, which are due to God, as the Great Author of 
aU good, and the only source of all our happiness here and hereafter. 
** Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
" thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: This is 
" the first and great commandment."* This duty is paramount to 
all others, and is the foundation of every moral principle. All our 
moral and religious duties; all our devotions of heart and soul; 
all our exercises of mind and body, in the service of God, compre- 
hending <z7Z our strength, must be founded on our love to God; 
otherwise we fail in our duty to him. " For this is the love of God, 
" that we keep his commandments. If a man love me,'' said^Jesus, 
** he will keep my words, "t 

• Matt. zxtt. 37, SS. wad Mark zii. .W. t John sir, 98. and 1 John ▼. 3. 
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S. Crenuine love to God, naturally prodaces obedience to fais com- 
mands; and wiioerer, in honesty and meekness, performs any of those 
duties which are comprehended in our dmty to God, proves fliereby 
-his lore to God. But a thousand professions of lore to God, will 
avail nothing, without obedience to his conomands. That servant 
who makes great professions of love to his master; yet instead of obey- 
ing hts commands, or doing his service, spends his time in pursuing 
his own gain, and seeking his own pleasure, can neither be consi- 
dered as a faithful servant, nor an honest man. -What then shall we 
think of that professed servant of God, who talks largely of his love 
to God, and yet, instead of obeying his commands, or doing his du- 
ty to God, is continually pursuing his own schemes, seeking his own 
pleasures, and indulging his own carnal propensities ? Surely he 
can neither be considered as a faithful servant of God, nor a goed 
Christian. 

3. It .ought also to be remazked and serioasly considered by every 
professor of religion, that whoever is influenced to attempt the |Mr- 
ibrmajnoe of his duty to God, from any oauee which is oei^riffy to 
the love of God; or is influenced by ,any motives whieh do not pro- 

,-eo9d from honesty and meekness, will And his altenqststo prove bar- 
ren and unfruitful; and let all such beware tiuit they are jkot 
guilty of sacrilegious mockery, instead of performing their duty to 
God. 

II. »TJTY TO MAN. 

4. ** Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself."* This duty is se- 
cond only to the preceding one, and, like that, flows from the attri- 
butes of love and righteousness. ** All things whatsoever ye would 
** that men should do unto you, do ye even so to them."t This rule, 

' laid down by Jesus Christ, is so plain and comprehensive, that it not 
only shows our duty to man, in the clearest lijght, but it includes eve- 
ry obligation of man to his fellow-creatures, under every circum- 
stance. Let every person endowed with rational understanding, con- 
form strictly to this rule, and exercise it in wisdom and prudence, 
and with respect to his duty to man, his justification is sure and his 
reward certain. 

5. Every violation of this rule shows a deficiency of (he virtues 
of honesty, humility and charity, and is a transgression of the law of 
Christ. As mankind are rational and' social beings, the field for the 
exercise of tliis duty, is very extensive, as well as very important. 
'There are but few situations in life, in which a man cannot be more 
or less useful to his fellow creatures, in some way or other, which 

• ••Matt. xkH. m. tiWatt. vH. If. 
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oomes within this golden rule, as it is called; yet4iow few there are, 
' in the present day, who call themselves Christians, that readily live 
up to 4iis rule ! 

III. tEPAHATION FROM THE WORIrB. 

6. This principle flows from God's attributes of lig*ht and hdineis. 
It is sown by faith, and nourished by hope and continence. It is an 
important principle in the new creation, without which the children 
of God would soon be blended with the children of this world, and 
lose their relation to the Kingdom of Chtist. '^ My Kingdom is not 
" of this world,'* said Jesus.* And tho' the Kingdom of Christ is 
now established on earth, in his chosen people ; yet it is a spiritual 
Kingdom; and therefei^ cannot be blended with the king^doms of 
this world. Nor can his real subjects take part in the affairs of these 
kingdoms, without blending diemselves, in some manner, with the 
world, and thereby hazarding their interest in the Kingdom of Christ. 
" Know ye not," said the apostle, " that the friendship of the world 
'* is enmity with God ? Whosoever therefore, will be a friend of the 
** worid, is the enemy of €rod.''t 

7. Hence every faithful member of Christ's Kingdom, feels the 
absolute necessity of abstaining from all those things which are con- 
nected with the honor and glory of this fellen world; from civil and 
political offices and emoluments; from party contentions and political 
strifes; from the vain pursuits of ambition and popular applause; and 
from all those transitory enjoyments which feed the pride and vanity, 
and constitute the very life of the natural man. 

8. These. things belong not to the Kingdom of Christ; nor has 
Christ any part in them ; nor can those who live in these things, with 
any propriety, be called the subjects of his Kingdom. The impera- 
tive testimony of eternal truth is, *• Come out from among them, and 
"be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, 
" and I will receive you."t Neither Jesus Christ, nor any of his 
apostles, nor any members of the primitive church, had any thing to 
do with the government of this world. ** When Jesus perceived 
" that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, 
"he departed out of their way."4 And when requested to judge 
between two brothers, concerning the division of an inheritance, he 
replied, " Man, who made me a judge, or a divider over you ?'*1| 
By these things he evidently proved, agreeable to his own testimony, 
that his kingdom was not oi this world, and that it did not belong to 
him to meddle with any of its concerns., 

• John xriii. M. t J««. iv 4. $ S Cor. ri. 17. J John ri. IS. 
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9. it woidd appear very inconsistent for the subjects of any earthly 
government, or kingdom, to hold offices and officiate in the concerns 
of a rival government, or enemy's kingdom. None but those who 
are real citizens or subjects, either by birth or adoption and naturaliza> 
tion, can take an active part in the concerns of an earthly govern- 
ment. He, therefore, who would share in the concerns of a foreign • 
government, must first renounce the government of his native coun- 
try, and become a subject of that foreign government. How, then, 
can the subjects of Christ's Kingdom, which is spiritual, and not of 
this world, have any share in the government of this world, without 
first renouncing their allegiance to the Kingdom of Christ, and be- 
coming the willing subjects of this earthly government ? For as it 
b an undeniable truth, that the order, powers, manners and customs 
of the governments of this world, are corrupted by the influences of 
the spirit of evil, they, of course, stand in du*ect opposition to the 
Spirit and government of Christ and his Kingdom. 

10. Christ's Kingdom and government can never be established 
OB earth, among any people whatever, without a separation from the 
world; not indeed a separation from the natural creation, which is 
good in its order, nor from any thing in it which is virtuous, com- 
mendable or useful, to his true followers; but a separation from the 
foUies, vanities, contaminating principles, and wicked practices of 
falleQj[man, under the reigning influence of a depraved human na- 
ture; and irom all those things in which the great bulk of mankind 
seek thei^ own honor and glory, instead of the honor and glory of 
Ood. 

IV. PRACTICAL PEACE. 

11. This principle flows from the attributes of love and goodness 
in God, and is the fruit of meekness, patience and charity. Indeed 
this heavenly principle, so clearly characterizes the Spirit and King- 
dom of Christ, that the violation of it seems evidently a violation of 
every Divine attribute, and of every christian virtue. 

12. Christ's Kingdom is a kingdom of peace; hence his subjects 
must be a peaceable and harmless people. " My Kingdom is not 
** of this world,*' said Jesus : ** If my Kingdom were of this worki, 
** then would ray servants fight."* And because his Kingdom is not 
of this world, those who are truly his servants will not fight. When 
Peter, in his zeal to defend his Master, drew a sword and struck a 
servant of the high priest, '' Jesus said unto him. Put up thy sword 
" into its place, for all they that take the sword, shall perish with the 
** sword. "t Here is a plain and pointed testimony of Christ, against 

• John xriu. JW. f Malt. »▼!. 5ff. 
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the use of the sword. Indeed it is impossible, from the wery nature 
of Christ's Kingdom, that he should ever authorize warlike passions, 
jarring contentions and strife, upon any occasion whatever. 

13. All the predictions of the ancient prophets concerning the na- 
ture of Christ^s Kingdom, have represented it to be a kingdom of 
peace; and he himself was emphatically stiled The Pririce of Peau^ 
many hundred years before he made his appearance on earth. His 
people are also represented as a peaceable people, dwelling in peace- 
able habitations; and his government is described as a government 
of peace. *' For thus saith the Lord, Behold I will extend peace 
" like a river; I will make thy officers peace and thy exactors righte- 
'* ousness. Violence shall no more be heard in thy land. All thy 
" children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace 
'' of thy children. The work of righteousness shall be peace; and 
*' the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance forever."* 

14. Thus it appears that his coming, his Kingdom and his people, 
were described, in early ages, by the tongue of inspiration, in pro- 
phetic strains of peace. And when the time came, his birth was 
announced by the angels of heaven, in glorious songs of peace. 
*' Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and good-will to- 
^' wards men."t And all these predictions, as far as they related to 
his personal ministration, in that day, were fully confirmed: for he 
was evidently The Prince of Peace ; and his ministration was a 
ministration of peace and good-will towards men, and all who were 
willing to receive him, were made partakers of his peace. '* Bless- 
*' ed are the peacemakers : for they shall be called the children of 
" God;" said he. He taught them the way of peace and righteous- 
ness, bore their infirmities, healed their maladies, comforted them in 
their afflictions, encouraged and strengthened them in their faith, 
and at last, when about to leave them, he commended them to his 
Father, prayed for them, blessed them, and said, '' Peace I leave 
*' with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give 
" I unto you. Hereafter I will not talk much with you; for the 
" prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me."| 

15. Before the preceding predictions could be fully realized, in 
the final establishment of Christ's peaceable Kingdom on earth, tim'e 
was a time in which the spirit of Antichrist prevailed to root out and 
destroy that good seed of peace which Christ had sown. Then suc- 
ceeded the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the pro- 
phet, standing where it ought not,"jl of which Jesus had forewarned 
his disciples. Then every species of abomination was committed, 
under the sacred name of Christianity, and blood and carnage deluged 

• Iw. iJL 6 : xxxii. 17 : liv. 13 : Ix. 17, 18 ; und Ixvi 19. t Lakt ii. 14. 

t John xir. 27 and 30. It Mark xiit, 14. 
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^ earth, under the professed banners of 7%e Prince of Peace, 
Abomination of desolation, sure enough ! This was the work of that 
spirit to .which Jesus alluded in saying, ** The prince of this world 
Cometh, and hath nothing iu me.'* The prince of this world, is a 
prince.of war, and not of peace- 

16. Ever since that celebrated heathen w&rrior, called Constant 
tine the Greats assumed the christian name, to sanctify his bloody 
deeds, and obtained the title of the First Christian Emperor y th^ 
prince of this world has reigned among a people who have called 
themselves Christians. Hence the origin of that incongruous title, 
christian warriors y which has been so oAen applied to those murder- 
ing Cains, who have imbrued their hands in the bloqd of their breth- 
jDen, under a profession of Christianity. But it is in vain for the ad- 
vocates of war to call themselves Christians, or to claim any relation 
to Christ: for they have no part in hin». They are the subjects of 
the prince of war, and not of the Prince of peace. Sings, princes, 
nations and people, who make war upon each other, and shed die 
blood of their fellow men, and ittill claim the name of Christians, 
are the deluded subjects of Antichrist's kingdom — the children of the 
prince of this world, who, under the assumed name of Christ, are vi- 
jolating the best principles of Christianity, the principles of peace and 
good wiU to men. 

17. AH the precepts delivered by our Savior, breathed *' peace 
fuul good will to .man;'' and they were all canfirmed by his works. 
And it was doubtless the peaceable tendency of his ministration and 
doctrines, which so alarmed the jealous and envious Jews; else why 
this argument ? " If we let him thus aloce," said they, " all men 
*' will believe on him, and the Romans will come and take away 
" both our place and nation."* But notwithstanding all their war- 
like principles, aided by their cruel policy in putting him to death, 
in order to stop the prevalence of his doctrines, and secure the safety 
of the nation, they were at length overtaken by the very calamities 
which their barbarous pdicy was intended to avert. And it ought to 
be remembered, as a warning to persecutors, that the persecuting* 
cruelty of the Jews, towards Jesus Christ and bis followers, was evi- 
dently the very cause of the calamities which befel their ** place and 
" nation." 

18. It is evident that Jesus Christ, and his apostles afler him, in- 
variably maintained the principles of peace, both by precept and ex- 
ample; and these principles were continued in the primitive church, 
so long as that church stood in its purity. This fact is confirmed by 
the most authentic accounts of those times. C^lsus, a heathen phi' 
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lovopher, who wrote agaiofit the Christians in the latter part of ^ 
second century, brings this charge against them; ^' That they rei^ised 
*' to bear arms even in case of necessity;" and complains,- -^ thai if 
** the rest of the empire wereoi their opinion, it would soon beovet^ 
*' run by <he barbarians.''* But notwithstaiiding this objection of 
Celsus, ^e Romans, with all their warring powers and priaciple^ 
even after professed Christicms began to bear arms, were unable to 
save the empire from being " overrun by the barbariaBs."t 

19. It is not a little surprising tiiat there should be so many, at 
Ihe present day, who openly profess the peaceable religion of Jesus 
Christ, and y^ axe, in principle, the advocates of war, and mJl make 
jth|^ same objections against the principles of peace which- this heai&ea 
lo^ade. What then is the difference between a warring CfaristiAn and 
a warring heathen ? The objection of both against the principles 
of peace is, in si^stance, that if the whole nation were of ^us opinion, 
we ^ould soon be conquered by other nations, who maintain the prin- 
<^p}^s of war. But the objections of the warring Christian evidpnUy 
appear much more glaringly inconsistent: for the heathen warrior 
talks of no enemy but &e barbarians', while the Christian warrior 
wishes to be armed agaihst those who hy profession are his brethrea 
and fellow Christians ! 

20. But we believe, without the least shadow of doubt, that the 
principles of peace are the best means of preserving peace that a na- 
tion can possess. As lik^ causes produce like effects; so the princi- 
ples of peace have a natural tendency to produce peace; while the 
principles of war will invariably produce war. And we feel fuH 
confidence in the opinion, that if the principles of peace were faith- 
fully cultivated at lM)me, and carefully maintained in all Our inter- 
course abroad, that they would prove a more sure protection to any 
nation, than the principles of war, with all its expensive preparations; 
and that they would also have a much greater tendency to preserve 
the honor and increase the glory of a nation, all the feato and a{^re- 
hen^ons of warriors to the contrary notwithstanding. An impartial 
ecxfunination of the history of all ages would doubtless confirm the 
truth of this remaric. 

21. As befi;>re observed, the principles of peaice flow from the at- 
tributes of goodness and love, in God: consec^pieotly the spirit of war 
is opposed to these attributes. Goodness to a mutton i»the result of 
peace; but ^c^^i evils result from war. " liove woritetli no ill to 
'^his neighbor;'' but hatred, which is the source of all wars, leads 
PMpVjnd to '' bite and devour one another." The spirit of wsur leads 

• Lordner, voL 8. 

t But it appears very evident, that one principal cause of this calamity wa^^ their cre- 
«l pevMCQUons agmiMt the tm» Gkrittians; fior the records ofhiiitonr mUMt, tlnrt shnott 
eTsry ptnecatioo was iaUowed by an irruption of tha barbariaos. 
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itf advocates to revenge real or supposed injuries, and always inTolves 
the innocent with the guilty. It produces no good will to man; but 
is the ruin of many for the aggrandizement of a few. Where is the 
nation among all the warring powers of Europe, that has not received 
Shore injury than benefit from the wars in which it has been engaged? 

22. War is opposed to God's attributes of righteousness and justice : 
lor altho' it is often waged under pretence of obtaining or defending 
certain real or supposed rights, or of avenging real or suj^xised 
wrongs; yet, in reality, it pays no regard to right; its great object 
Is wrong; it seeks revenge; it produces injury; and its greatest in- 
jury often, if not most generally, falls upon those for whose rights the 
war was professedly undertaken — ^the rights of the nation — the rights 
of the people. And in the end, it generally injures their rights and 
increases their wrongs; and u therefore, throughout,, productive of 
great injustice. 

23. The spirit of war is q>po8ed to Qod's attribute of holiness. It 
engenders and promotes in man, the most unholy passions. Ambi- 
tion, pride and lust, wrath, envy and strife, revenge and cruelty, and 
the most heaven-daring impiety, aro t)ie notorious conc<»nitan6 of 
war. In short, an army, in a state of warfare, is the greatest school 
of vice and iniquity of any on earth. And if any are so fortunate as 
to pass through it without the ruin of their moral characters; yet it 
must be acknowledged, that very few escape the general contamina- 
tion of morals wMch it is calculated to produce. 

24. The spirit of war is contrary to the attributes of light and 
truth. U darkens the light of truth in the soul, and makes men blind 
to their own best interests — ^to their best good, both in this world 
and that which is to come. It seeks, through false pretexts, to in- 
jure the innocent, as well as the guilty. It obscures every virtuous 
sentiment of the heart, and falsely exalts heroic pride and daring 
ambition as the highest standard of merit, and the most honorable 
principles of man. 

26. Finally : The spirit of war is contrary |o the attributes of pouh 
er and wisdom. Certainly no human power can be so foolishly ex- 
erted, nor any human policy so unwisely employed. The power and 
vrisdom of God can never be exercised to &vor the spirit of war, in 
fallen man, without operating directly against his other revealed at- 
tributes, which cannot be done : for the attributes of God can never 
dashvrith each other. Tho' God may suffer one nation to centend 
vrith another, and leave both to bear the judgment of their own folly; 
yet he never can confer his power for the purpose of exalting the 
pride of fallen man, nor bestow his wisdom on such demoniac policy. 
** This wisdom descendeth not from above, but im earthly, seo- 
"sual and devilish. But die wisdom that is from above, is first 
^ puioy then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, fiill of 
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•* mercy and |;ood fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
** Aiid the fhut of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make 
** peace."* 

V. SIMFLICITY OF LANGTTAGE. 

27. This principle flows from God's attributes of holiness, and is 
enjoined by tiie declarative voice of truth. ' " Speak ye every man 
*' the truth to his neighbor."! It is tiie practical operation of the 
virtues of honesty and simplicity, in all our communications. As 
language is the medium through which we convey our ideas, it is a 
matter of the first importance that our language should proceed from 
on honest heart. Honesty of heart and simplicity of language, will 
alw&ys insiffe us a good conscience towards God, and proper respect 
towards our fellow men; and safely <;onduct us through all the scenes 
of this mortal life. ** Swear not at all,'' said Jesus, **but let your 
^ commumcation J^e yea, yea, and nay, nay : for whatsoever is more 
" than these cometh of evU.'^i It has been objected that this alludes 
to profane oaths; but these were condemned by the law of Moses; 
and it is evident from the express testimony of Jesus Christ, that he 
had reference to the oaths allowed by the law, as well as all others. 
" Ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time. Thou 
** shall not forswear thyself, but shall perform unto the Lord thine 
** oaths: But I say unto you, Swear not at all.'* What can be 
more plain and pointed. II 

26. Jesus Christ having thus pointedly excluded aU swearing, it is 
therefore evident that oaths do not belong to his Kingdom; conse- 
quently true Christians can have nothing to do with them. Hence 
the practice of swearing must belong exclusively to those kingdoms, 
nations and people, who are under the government of the prince of 
flns world. Its professed object is to prevent false testimony in judi- 
cial causes, and maintain confidence in civil society, and in the re- 
ciprocal transactions between man and man. But the numerous 

• Jas. iii. 15, 17, 18. t Zcch. viu. IS. t Matt. v. 34 and 37. 

D The fonn of what Is considered a lawful Christian oath, is such a solemn profana- 
tion of words that we could hardly believe that a roan who could deliberately make 
use of it, would be honest enough to speak the truth, even under its pretended sanctity, 
were it not that the force of education and the sanction of human laws have so far 
blinded the minds of mankind that they do not discover its profanity : hence the^ use it 
inconsiderately, without being conscious of its real import. But let us examine its glar- 
ing profanity. The swearing ehriatian witness, laying his hand upon the Bible or New 
Testament, must repeat or give his assent to the foUowiug form of words : " J soUmn- 
•' ly swear upon the hdy wangdists of Almighty Gody thai what I am about to say in 
^* thi^ cofcss, shaU be Ae truth, the whale irutht and nothing bitt th» truth : so hdp me 
" Qvd^* What is this but calling upon the holy evarfgelists to witness the solemn breach 
of a DiTine comoiand which they hlive recorded, expressly forbidding to swear, and 
at the same time profanely calling upon the Almighty to help them in the sacrilegious 
violation of a solemn precept of Jesus Christ, given for the express purpose of teaching 
ChristiaiM to iiMor iMt at «2f/ 
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frauds contLouaUy pfacticed, i;^er tbe sanction of oa&s, to tiie great 
|)eryer$i<m of truth and righteousnefisf^ are so many proofe of' their in- 
sufficiency to maintain justice and equity in civil goYernmeats. We 
believe that a man who has not a principle of honesty in himself, 
will never be made honest by th^ -formality of an oath. And there 
is doubtless much propriety in the vulgar maxim , " He that wUl 
p^eoTf wiU lie.'' 

. 2^* All swearing and tjajdmg the Dflnie. of God in Tain; ali pro- 
fane language, foolish tailcing, vain jesting, aad usong sacred words 
and sacred names, in foolish esjcl^amations; all low and pro^uae wSt- 
garun^s; all filthy an4 obscei^ language, caicufoted to dafife-the 
iwnse and ea^clude the feiu^ and loye of God from th^ soul, and wktb- 
ever el^ is contraiy to the spLrit of honesty, simplicity andtrutii, tne 
violations of this priaGipjie;[ ^ey manifest a vain, empty, wibked 
mind, and mark a soul des^tute of the fear of God. '' Keep tb^ 
** tongue from evil, and thy lips from spealdng guile.''* Airiyfi^ 
and deceit) all quibbling, cavilling and doubte'df^ing, aad in short, 
every kind of communication, and every manner of exptession, and 
all use of Uu^uag^ which does not proceed from an honest heart, is 
npt'consL^t^t with plain and simple truth, are violations of tiiis prm- 
ciple. *^ Be what you seein to be, and seem to be whd.t you really 
'* are," is a maxim enjoined by our fir^t Elders, and is held as a sa- 
j^red principle by eve^ faithful believer. 

28. We are not requu^d to communicats all we know; or all that 
we have heard and seen, whenever it is den^nded of us, without any 
respect of persons, place or circumstances; this would be the beight 
of folly and weakness, and would do more harm tiiasb good. '^ The 
^^ tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright." t We ought to guard 
carefully against all unnepessary and disorderly c<Bnmunications, and 
especially against communications to those who are liable to maJce a 
bad use of them, or to an enemy who is seeking to take undue ad- 
vantage of us. Tale-bearing does not belcmg to the followers ot 
Christ; it is of the wicked one; it is an enemy that *' sowetk daiScoritJ^ 

29. But in all our intercourse, with all people, where a reciprocal 
communicfation is required for mutual understanding; or where rea- 
sonable intelligence is required, from just and rea^nable motives, a 
fair, open and free communication will not, and cannot be justly 
withheld, by any truly honest and upright soul. And in all our 
communications, nothing but the plain and simple truth can justify 
tts: for altho' we may be justified in withholding the truth, where its 
communication is unnecessary, and can do no good; yet we cannot 
be justified in uttering a falsehood, on any. occasion whatever.t * 

80. All flattering tUles, and vain appellations of distinction, cal- 

• Psa. xudv. 19. t Pfov. xv. 2. % Rev. wpi* V. 
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Mated to e3^ the pride and feed the ytfitity of mdA^ bein^ in dstett 
oppositien to simplicity of kngtiage, €Lre therefore excltided from 
miottg the hunable followers of Christ. Titles of honor and terms 
of adulation, designed 16 flatter fallen man, and reverence him above 
iua Maker, find no place here. Hence the vain addresses of Sir 
and Madam, Mister and Miss, and the like, are excluded from the 
langcn^e of the United Society, as contrary to the law of Christ and 
life siniplicity of his gospel. '* Be ye not called Rahhi; for one is 
your Master, even Christ; and all ye are bt^thren.*** Our Savior 
here aMaded to the haughty, high^miinded Scribes and Phariseeii, 
who were fond of worSoHy honors and ti^s of ^tinction, and Wai^* 
ed his disciplefi against foHowihg their example. 

31. Thus he condemned the love of worldly honors, and flatted 
ing titles of distinction, as unbecoming the children of God and ser* 
vants of Christ. Yfet how often do we see, at this day, those wh6 
profess to be the servants of Cfariaft, seeking akid obtaining titles of 
honor and distinction which he never assumed, and never authoiized 
\»s followers to assume; such as Boetcr of DHnnity; Revrerend 
Sir; Right Reverend Father in €hd, and the Kke. These high- 
SGunding titles, so fascinating to antiehrii^tlan vanity, are conferred, 
like that of Amhassadors of Christ <s by htnnaVk authoiity, and not 
by the authcnity of God. And thus these aspiring digtdtaries, whild 
t^y profess to be the humble fdlowers of the meek and lowly Sa- 
vior, instead of following his self-denying and humiliating example, 
must be dignified, and almost dei^d, with ecclesiasticsd titles, fyt 
above any thing ever assumed by. the Lord Jesus Christ. 

32. How clearly do such professors show that they are under the . 
tofluenoe of that spirit, '' Who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
*' all tiiat is called God ?»'t But the day is fast approaching wheti, 
'* God will lay judgment to the line, and righteousness to the plmn* 
** metj'^ and ail these profane and sacrilegious honors will be i^wept 
anvay with ''the tefage of lies.":( 

VI. BIGHT USE OF PROPERTY. 

33. This princ^le flows from the attributes Of right eoktsnMss and 
7ot?fi; and in it is folly displayed the virtues of simplicity, humility 
and charity. It is an important dufy, and a distinguishing privilege 
«f the gospel. Ilie true foUowers of Christ are one with him, as he 
k one with the Father. This oneness includes all they possess: for 
he who has devoted himself to Christ, soul, body and spirit, can by 
no means withhold his property. As Christj by his oneness with the 
Father, is made a partaker, in his lot and office, of aU the attributes 

* Mfttt. xxiii. S. t 3 Theis. ii. 4. t S«e Isa. xzviii. 17. 
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of Godr 10 the true foUowem of Cluist are, according to tlieir mea* 
8ure> made partakers of all that he possesses; agreeable to his prayer 
to the Father: '* The glory which thou gavest me, I have given to 
*' them; that they may be one, even as we are one."* 
. 34. This oneness is the fruit of the gospel, and it can be obtained 
in no other way than by obedience to the gospel. The very nature 
and design of the goi^el of Christ, is to lead souls into this oneness; 
that they may possess one faith, enjoy one hope, and be able *' to 
f ' keep the unify of the spirit in the bond of peaGe."t This unify 
of the spirit leads to a oneness in all things, both spiritaal and tern* 
pocal; while the nature of selfishness tends only to scatter and divide. 
Hence mankind, under the influence of selfishness, are led to sup- 
port and build up a separate interest, in all things. Dear sdfia the 
great object of all their concern and all their pursuits. The selfirii 
man acts from selfish motives, in all his undertakings; even in his 
professed acts of chahfy, he bestows his alms with a view to trum- 
pet forth his own praise, and obtain honor of men, 

35. But it is impossible for souls who really enjoy the unify of the 
i^irit, to feel satbfied with a separate enjoyment which their Brethren 
and Sisters might, with equal propriefy, partake with them. Their 
comfort, their. peace, their happiness, their enjo3nnents of every kind, 
are greatly augmented by sharing Hiem in union with their brethren 
and sisters. Nor can they feel unwilling to sufier mth thona in .their 
afiicti<ms. Hence, alter having experienced the blessed eiyoymenls 
Df this unify, their temporal pn^rty would feel like an intolerable 
burden to them, were they condemned to share it alone. 

36.. '' The earth is the Loid's imd the fulness thereof." But sel- 
' fish man has long claimed it as Ins, and long appropriated it to his 
own use. Forgetting that he owes all to God, he is continually 
grasping after more to gratify his own selfish propensities. But man 
•was created to serve CSod; and he is required to serve him with all 
his faculties, which were given him for that very purpose. He is 
also required to serve God with his property, which was committed 
to his charge for the same purpose. 

37. Our time in this world is but short: but a little while and we 
must appear bef«re God, to give an account of -the improvement we 
have made with our time and talents, and the temporal properfy in- 
trusted to our care. If God has endowed us with talents to do good 
to our fellow mortals, we cannot be justified unless we improve those 
talents to that very purpose. And if he has also made us heirs of 
temporal property, or furnished us with means and faculties to ac- 
quire it, as failhfid stewards of God's heritage, we are so much the 

• John. XTiL S9. t Eph. iv. S. 
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BKHre accountable for the improTement we make of these piivilegea. 
Then let us improve them wisely. 

38. There are mahy, very many of our fellow beings, as good by 
nature as ourselves, and doubtless as precious in the sight of God, 
who, through misfortune, are suffering for the want of the good 
thh^ which we enjoy; and shall we be justified before God, if we 
do not extend the hand of charity according to our ability ? By np 
means. The parable of the rich man and Lazarus is an instructive 
leiion to those who possess property. While many a poor, suffering, 
but honest Lazarus lies pining in misery and want, shall we withhold 
th^ crumbs of charily P Shall we suffer the dogs to outdo us in acta 
of kindness ? K so, we must expect the scale shortly to be turned. 

39. How many are the favoritfes of fortune, who share largely in 
the things of this world, and yet expend the property entrusted to 
their charge, in gratifying their own selfish propensities, in living in 
luxurious ^endor, in faring sumpttuntsly every daqf; while many 
of their poor neighbors are pining in poverty, and suffering under 
the hard hand of misfortune, and would gladly share in the fragments 
wasted by extravagance or thrown to the dogs ! Could these wealthy 
^ns of pleasure draw aside the veil of futurity, and behold the day 
in which those who thus abuse their riches, will be constrained to 
ciy to the suffering poor, from whom they now withhold the hand of 
.charity, and b^ for a drop of water to cool their tongues, they 
-might then see the awful responsbility which lies upon the rich, uid 
feel-tiie vast importance of making a right use of their property. 

40. The advice of Jesus Christ to the nch man, who desired to 
know what he should do to inherit eternal life, is an instructive lesson 
(o the rich.* Origen, who lived in the latter part of the second 
oentuiy, has related this circumstance, as recorded in a book, (now 
lost) entitled '* I%e Gospel according to the Hebrews. It is given 
by Origen in the Grreek language, and quoted by Lardner, who gives 

'4he following translation: 

4L ** A certain rich man said to him, Master, what good thing 
** shall I do, that I may live ? He said unto him, Man, keep the law 
^* and the prophets. He answered him. That I have done. He 
'' said unto him. Go sell ail that thou hast, and distribute among the 
** poor, and come follow me. But the rich man began to scratch 
'^ his head, and it did not please him. And the Lord said unto him, 
'* How sayest thou, I have kept the law and the prophets? seeing it 
'* is written in the law, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself; and 
'* behold, many of ihj brethren, sons of Abraham, are clothed wifli 
*' rags, ready to perish for hunger, whilst thy house is filled with all 
** sorts of good things, and nothing goes out of it to them. And 

•SisMAtt.zte.tl: Ibffk X. 81, and LolM zviii. tt. 
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" turnings about, he said to his disciple Simon, who was sitting bj 
^ him, ^Inon, son of Joanna, it is easier for a camel to pass through 
•* the eye hf a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom 
*« of Hcaren.''* 

42. " The "eatth is the Lord's, and IhO fcdtiess thereof, the world 
and they that dwell therem.^f And as there are many in the world 
#ho, by the favor of Divine Providence, enjoy much more than 
II competency, it is doubtless with a view to prove them, and 
4ee what use they will make of their property, that Gk)d has thus no- 
ticed and dii^tinguished them above the suffering poor whom be has 
placed in their neighborhood for the same wise purpose. How then 
can 80 many of these probationary sons of wealth assume the chris- 
iiflin name, and professedly devote themselves to the service of €rod, 
#h]le &ey Urithhold their property and essential services for their 
own.selfii^ purposes? And what is ^professed devotion of the 
#oul, whSe all tiiat a man sets his heart and affections upon, ib {his 
world, is withheld ? So he may profess love and charity for his 
poor neighbor, and yet give him nothing. Where then is the evi- 
dence of his love and charity ? and how is his neighbor bene'fitted 
by either ? 

43. What rettrird has that servant to expect, who profeiUi to 
devote himself to his master's service, to do his will, while at the 
same time he attually devotes his time and tidents, with all he pos- 
sesses, in serving himself, and doing his oWn will ? Will his mas- 
ter accept of empty profesinonsand pron^ises fbr real service ? WiQ 
he, or ought he to reward him as a faithful servant ? In justice he 
cannot: righteousness would forbid it. 

44. Let every professor of Christianity, and especially those Who 
fK)Ssess property, apply the case to himself, and then ask his own soul, 
What reward he has a right to expect hereafter, for his profession, 
without a real and actual devotion of substatitial service, with all 
he posi^sses to God. Can he expect a substantial reward fbr pro- 
fessed services, empty prayers and formal ceremonies, which cost 
him Hitle or nothing, and which afford his poor neighbors, and even 
his fellow Christians, no real benefit, teAiporal nor ^iritual, to soul 
lior body ?i 

45. Though many of the rich are able, in their indlviduii] capa- 
titles, to do much good with their interest, were they so disposed, 
without iriipMringthe principle; yet experience has proved, ih the 
United Society, that under the blessing Of Ood, the right use of pro- 
t)terty, in conformity to the law of Christ, is best promoted, among 
his followers, by uniting it m a common stock, where all belonging 

^ 8«ft lAitfaw'k vorlii, vol. S, pw S05. tFta.zxi¥.l; uiAlCcr.x.9Sa]i&KL 
X 8 Sam. xxir. at. 
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to the Society, can unite to make it an increasing interest^ for bene- 
volent purposes, and at the same time, enjoy a competency out of it, 
upon terms of equality. Thus used, it affords a competent support 
to its former possessors, and is still increasing in usefulness, to an- 
swer the demands of 'benevolence and charity. The same experi- 
ence also proves, (hat a little, with union and harmony, and under 
judicious management, suffices to supply many wants. 

46. It is doubtless generally understood, that Jesus Christ and his 
little family of disciples, all fared alike, being chiefly dependent on 
the contents of the same scrip, for their temporal support. The pri- 
mitive church at Jerusalem, was also founded on a united interest. 
**And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of 
** one soul; neither said any of them, that aught of the things which 
** he possessed was his own; but they had all things common."* 

47. Thus they divested themselves of all selfishness, and like a 
band of disinterested brethren and sisters, lived in love and harmo- 
ny, and all fared alike. These amiable examples were designed as 
a pattern for Christians; and had all who have since professed that 
name, been led by the true spirit of the gospel, and carefully con- 
formed to this pattern, what an amiable and harmonious band of 
christian nations might, long ere this day, have existed upon earth I 

VII. A VIRGIN LIPE. 

48. The term 'Virgin implies purity, and when used literally to 
express the quality of atiy thing, it signifies pure, unmixed, undefil- 
ed, unadulterated. Hence the terms virgin gold, virgin copper, 
virgin snow, and the tike, are used to represent those subtances in 
a pure, unadulterated state. A virgin life, therefore, means a life 
of purity, a life undefiled with sinful indulgences, unmixed with cor- 
rupt practices, unadulterated with carnal gratifications and impure 
desires and pursuits. But the sense to which we more immediately 
confine it, and which is indeed the most obvious, is to express a life 
of continehcy, or a life of abstinence from the carnal gratifications 
of the flesh, from sexual coition, and from all lascivious indulgen- 
ces. 

49. This pure principle flows from the attribute of holiness, and 
is the genuine offspring of continence' and innocence, ** God hath 
*^ not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. Without which 
''no man shall see the Lord. Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
•* they shall see Grod."t Hence it is evident that, without purity and 
lioliness, we cannot find acceptance in the sight of God. And it is 
fin immutable truth, that the heavenly sensations of purity and holi- 

• Acts iv. 32. t Theas. iv. 7; Heb. xii. 14, and Matt v. 8. 
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ness, and the unclean passion of lechery can never abide together 
in any soul : for where the former are in operation the latter is ef- 
fectually excluded ; and where the latter is in operation it equally 
excludes the former. Hence a virgin life is that which approaches 
the nearest to God, and partakes most of the Divine nature. ThLi 
appears evident from the following well authenticated facts. 

50. 1. Among the ancient heathens, whatever was esteemed sacred 
and pure, was committed to the care of virgins. Their sacred fire 
was entrusted to virgins; their sacred oracles, prophetic warnings, 
and other divine manifestations were given to virgins. So that not- 
withstanding their fabe religion, it is evident that on many import- 
ant occasions, their virgins were honored with the prophetic gifts of 
&e Spirit of God. 

61. 2. The devout Jews esteemed the virgin life the most pure; 
and virgins were often honored with prophetic oracles and g^ifts of 
the Spirit, when such manifestations of Divine favor were almost 
entirely withdrawn from all other classes of people among them. 
Josephus informs us that the Essenes, who maintained the virtue 
of continence, were many of them favored with Divine revela- 
tions.* 

5S. 3. In the days of the apostles, virgins were particularly honor- 
ed with the Spirit of God. The daughters of Philip the evangelist 
were virgins, and were blest with prophetic gifts.t It is stated by 
Dr. Homeck, that in the days of the primitive Christians. *' Thou- 
'* sands of their virgins freely dedicated themselves to God, and 
" would be married to none but him; and tho' many times they 
** were tempted by rich fortunes, yet nothing could alter their pMO- 
" lutions."t 

53. 4. From the most authentic accounts we have of the christian 
religion, in different ages, since the days of primitive Christianity, it 
appears evident that those people, under whatever name or sect they 
have been classed, who from a principle of devotion to God, have 
maintained a life of continency, notwithstanding they have been ge- 
nerally stigmatized as heretics, and have had their names cast out as 
evil, have been more highly favored, as a people, with the efiusions 
of the Holy Spirit, and more particularly blessed, as individuals, with 
the heaveidy gifts of God, than any other class of people whatever. 
These things prove the purity of the virgin character in the sight d 
God. 

54. The term virgin is often used, in the language of the pro- 
phets, to represent the Church of Christ, and to signify purity of 
character; and to that character the promises of God were given* 



• It is worthy of remark, that these Essenes were the only sect among the Jews 
bom Jesus did not reprove, 
t Bee Aets xxi. 0. | See Wedey«f GhrMaa Library, t*1. •», p^ IM. 
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Thft prophet Jereimali, in his predictions concerning the latter day of 
gloiy, three times in one chapter, applies the appellation of virgin 
to the millennial church, by which he evidently points out its purity. 
** Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Is- 
" rael! thou shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go 
*' forth in the dances of them that make merry. Then shall the rtr- 
" gin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old together. Turn 
*• again, O virgin of Israel f turn again to these thy cities.'** 

55. It wMl probably be contended by some, that the prophet has 
here used the term virgin merely as a igure, to represent the church 
in its pure and happy state; not with any particular allusion to the 
character of continency, but in allusion to its general purity. This 
is, at least, admitting the purity of the virgin character.] But it is 
necessary to observe in the first place, that a figure must bear a true 
analogy to the substance; otherwise it cannot be a proper figure. 
We would then ask, whether the selection of this term, as a figure 
of purity, does not clearly show that the character itself is more pure 
in the sight of God, than any other ? If so, then is not its opposite 
&emost impure ? Again: If God has chosen to represent his people 
by a figure which implies the most pure character, does he not 
therefore require that they should support that character by jthe most 
pure life ? And if the virgin life is the most pure, did he not intend 
that they should live such a life ? If not, then where is the con- 
sistency of representing them by a figure which implies a pure cha- 
racter ? 

56. When all this is duly considered, we must conclude that the 
term virgin was designed, not only as a standing memorial of that 
life which is the most pure in the sight of God; but also as a most 
powerful evidence that God did design that a people of that charac- 
ter should build and inherit the church of the latter day. This truth 
may be more fully confirmed and illustrated by the following remarks 
and observations. 

57. 1. Jesus Christ was bom of a vir^n. Thus a pure virgin 
character was chosen to receive the first seed of the New Creation; 
an incontestable evidence of the pure nature of that work which he 
MraS sent to introduce into the world, for the salvation and redemp- 
tion of mankind firom that impure nature in which they were be- 
gotten. And as his conception was without sexual impurity, it 
teaches us that, at the first entrance .of souls into the life of Christ, 
they must reject that very impurity which was first rejected in his 
conception. 

58. The miraculous birth of Jesus Christ by a virgin, also shows 
that, in him» the work of natural generation ceased, and a new and 
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spiritual creation commenced. Hence in the regeneration, aU wiio 
are begotten of Christ, must necessarily cease trom that wori(, or lose 
that spiritual life which they receive from him. Tho' he was bora 
into the world, yet he was not of the world. The same remark wiM 
apply to all his true followers, according to hbown testoony : "They 
** are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.*'* It is readily 
admitted by all that it was not the work of Jesus Christ to propagate 
an earthly offspring; and the same is equally true of liis followers 
also : for * * if they are not of the world, even as he is not of the 
" world," they can have no jpore to do with its works of generation 
than he had; because that work belongs solely to the children of the 
world, and not to the followers of Christ: they have a very differ- 
ent work to do. 

59. 2, The cross of Christ necessarily includes a virgin life, or a 
fife of continency; because the carnal nature of man must die, be* 
fore the soul can ever rise to Grod; and that natin*e, having its source 
and foundation in sexual coition, is fed and nourished by lasoi^deos 
indulgences; therefore its death cannot be effected without tiiis cmMs; 
and there is nothing in nature — ^nothing within the comprefaensicHi of 
the natural man, which can be more crossing to that caiml propeosi^ 
ty than a life of continency. 

60. The follower of Christ is indeed required to deny himself, 
and take up his cross against every evil propensity that pertains to 
man's fallen nature; but he finds none so poweriul, in nature, as thai 
which is directly opposed to a life of virgin purity; because that is 
the source of all others; and therefore a oross against that propensi- 
ty, is necessarily included in the general, self-denying cross wbichy 
according to the testimony of Christ must be taken up in order to be^ 
come his disciples; and indeed it is much the most weighty and im- 
portant part of the cross of self-denial. 

61. *' If any man come to me, and hate not his father and mother, 
'* and wife and children, and brethren and sisters, yea, and his own 
** life also, he cannot be my disciple.' 't Here we have the plain 
and positive declaration of Jesus Christ, that not only these natural 
relatives which stand in connection with the man, according to the 
order of natural generation, but even his own fife also must be hated, 
or he cannot be a disciple of Christ.^ 

* John xvii. 16. t Luke xiv. 26. 

X It is not a littl« surprising to see how the sense of this and other simHar passages is 
|>erverted by the blindness of expositors. The Ivord hate in this text, they say, is usiid 
m a comparative sense ; that is, they are not in reality to hau these relations; bat aekf 
to love themless, when ibey stand in competition with their love to Christ. The /orstA' 
ing spoken of in the a3d verse of the same chapter, they also <)iiaUfy in sueh k manner, 



as entirely to remove a free and voluntary cross, by calling it a comparaUve/onaking^ 
•r a wiUmgnest toforUxke, m case they Should he Called of Ood to tlo it ; -flwa fit ivMn 

IH.G««1tv r»««.r- ,. rpK,.. j. ,;,,^ .v,.;. _„.• ^ ^^ ^j^^ ^^^^ i» at thf " ^ 

[ Christ did not say, lov 
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62. But mai&incl are so prone to the indulgence of that fallen na- 
ture which binds Ihem to flie flesh, that they will exert every faculty 
to evade the force of trufli and abolish the cross. They are willing 
to apply any other meaning to Christ's words, and to acknowledge 
faith in any otiier cross, except that which strikes at the very source 
of^ their carnal enjoyments — ^the very choicest of all their plea- 
9i^t«sh— 4he very life of the natural man. Such a cross is too painful 
for a fallen and corrupted nature to endure; it is killing — ^it is. death 
to fiuch a nature. 

63^ But the painful excitement, the distressing opposition which 
man^ carnal nature feels against such a cross, is a most powerful evi^ 
dcfiice of its necessity. And were there no other argument in favor 
of it, this alone is sufficient to convince us that it is the very cross to 
which Christ had a particular reference : for that nature must be de- 
siroyed out of the soul of man before he can find his redemption; 
and thifl cross of Christ is purposely designed to effect its destruction, 
wifiiout which it never will be destroyed.* 

64. 3. The nature of fallen man is selfish, being wholly bent on 
selfish gratifications. His desires are selfish; because they are direc- 
ted solely to objects which tend to gratify his selfishness. His love 
is'selfi^; because it is confined to those who indulge anj please his 
sdfi^ness. In short, the gratification of ?cZ/is the^greaLobiect^of. 
all his pursuits.' This selfish nature is doomed tp d(e.strucU9Ji,„ and it 
fe this which Christ requires his followers to hate. They are not re- 
qmred to hate the souls nor the bodies of their natural kindred, nor 
of any other creature: for this would be inconsistent with the 
whole tenor of Christ's precepts and examples. But the real object 
of hatred is that fallen, selfish nature, which is the very life and sup- 
port of this carnal relation, which binds the soul of man to the 
earth, and which produces and strengthens all his carnal and earthly 
connections. 

65. Carnal affections must die, that spiritual affections may live 4 
fi>r it is impos^ble^ ibr both to have ttn abiding residence, in the soul^ 
Carnal agections are selfishi tb^ cleave' to natural kindred; they 
are cihiilly (iohhfted to those narrow liipits which circumscribe the 
connective ties of the flesh and blood, and seldom, if ever, exten4 

/larjuUce ttmparatwAy ; his expressions are used withoat any qualification whatever ; 

Snd ihey are i)09itive and decisive, apd plainly declare the only conditions on which 
iey can be his disciples. " If any man come to me, and hate not hisfaihtr and mother j 
** and wtfe and children, and brethren and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot^ 
** my disciple — ^So likewise, whosoever he bc of you, tliat forsaketh not all that he hath, 
"be cannot be my diseiple.** What can be more plain and positive? and whence do 
such interpreters derive their authority to reverse the express declaration of Jesus 
Christ ? Surely It can be from no other source than from the corrupt nature of the 
fleidi, which always seeks to rival God's claim in man. 

* Some talk much about sanctifying their carnal natures | but the;^ ought as well 
talk of sanctnyitig the devil : fbr that nature is the devil in man, and it nevtr can. he 
■^pctilMi itiinMtb«orQoiflBd,ori^*oulne?ercanba M^ed. 
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further than to those who are excited by interest, or some other sel- 
fish motive, to indulge, flatter and exalt thek selfishness. And even 
here they are liable to be turned from one flattering object to another 
more flattering, and which can afford a higher gratification to «e^. 
So contracted, selfish and fleeting are carnal affections. 

66. But spiritual affections are not circumscribed wi^un so small 
a compass. They cannot be confined to such narrow limits; tbey 
embrace the whole creation of God; they shed abroad their bemgn 
love* to all the human race; they extend the hand of kindness and 
charity according to flie i^irit of that Divine precept/** Thou idadt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.'* The most powei^ operations and 
the most extensive stretch of natural affections are very fe^>le and 
limited, when compared with the wide-8{nead effusions and dii^ 
operations of spiritual and heavenly affections. These heavenly affec- 
tions are the rich and abiding treasure of every faithful believe; 
they are the treasures of a life of continence, tlie fruits of the cross 
of Christ, the genuine ol&pring of a virgin fife. As carnal afifectioBs 
have a natural tendency to produce selfishness, with all itK conse- 
quences; so spiritual affections vrill bring forth the genuine frtats of 
peace, love and disinterested benevolence. 

67. 4. Man is required to love God with all his heart, soal; mind 
and strength, and to place his highest affections there. ' He is at the 
same time, required to deny himself of all those carnal and earthly 
propensities, affections and lusts which bind him to the flesh, aad 
which constitute the life of the natural man, in his fkUen and deprived 
state; and in this sense, he is required to hate his own life. It is tide 
same fallen and depraved nature which he is required to hate in all 
his earthly kindred. And when this nature is overcome and de- 
stroyed in himself, and in them, by the power of the gospel and a 
daily cross, then there is room for Christ to dwelt in the soul, ttad 
the man can then love God in every such soul, whether they have 
been connected viith him by the kindred ties of the flesh or not. 
God is no respecter of persons; and those who have the ^irit of 
God dwelling in them, will love those best who possess the most of, 
that spirit. 

68. When therefore, this important work is effected in the soul, 
by subjection and obedience to the cross of Christ; when the soul has 
gained a complete victory over that ciurnal, selfish nature, which fM 
led to a virife, and, in its effects, produced all those carnal connectkni 
which bound his affections to a carnal life; then he has obeyed the 
precepts of Girist, and fully proved his hatred of that life, vvith all 
its connections, by renouncing it and traveling out of it; and then 
^so, is fulfilled to him, and in him, the promise of Chmt: " There 
*' is no man that hath left house, or brethr^, or asters, or father, or 
" mother, or wife, or diildxAn, or lands, for my sake and the gos- 
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" pel*8, but he shall receive an hundred-fold how in this time, houses* 
'- and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, 
*< with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.''* 

69. Here then is the substance of the true virgin life; and this 
is its promised reward. Here is the hatred which constitutes a true 
christian disciple, and the blessing which follows it. A full and 
final cross against the carnal nature of the flesh, and a hatred of that 
life, with all those affections and lusts which hav^ a natural tendency 
to indulge and gratify it. In the reward, the wife is not found; but 
persecutions supply her place. Nothing will sooner kindle the fire 
of persecution than a cross against this carnal life; especially where 
ft wife is unreconciled to bear a part in the cross which her husband 
has conscientiously taken up for Christ's sake and the gospel's. 

70. But, replies the objector, it cannot be that wiyes are to be 
hated and forsaken; for the apostle Paul says, '' Husbands, love your 
wives.'' A very weak objection truly, after what has already been 
said on the subject. But objectors generally omit the most impor- 
tant part of this passage, which shows in what manner the apostle 
taught the married Christians, of that day, to love their wives; we 
will therefore take the liberty to transcribe the passage in connection, 
and let modem Christians see whether they live up to the apostle's 
instructions. " Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the 
** church and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse 
" it; — ^that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not liaving 
^' spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy, and 
" without blemish: So ought men to love their wives as their own 
'* bodies."! Christ's love to the church, according to this testimony, 
does not lead Yam to defile it, but to sanctify and cleanse it, that it 
may be holy, and without blemish. *' So ought men to love their 
wives;'* not with a carnal love, but with the same pure virgin love; 
not defiling themselves and their wives with the impure gratifications 
of lust; but in living Uves of continency — in maintaining a virgin 
life, 

71. 5. The same apostle also says, in another place, " I am jealous 
** over you with godly jealousy : for I have espoused you to one hus- 
" band, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.''t It 
was as a chaste virgin that they were to be presented to Christ; 
and he would accept them in no other character. Knowing this, the 
holy zeal of the apostle was stirred up to admonish these Corinthian 
Christians; lest their minds should be led away from the purity and 
simplicity of the gospel, so that they would not preserve their bodies 
" in sanctification and honor," by following ihe principles of purity 
and holiness, by living as Christ lived, and walking as he walked, 

«Mirk«.9B, aa >tS|Jhv.95tolte. t9Cknr.zl.l. 
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which was evidentiy ia a life of continence and cliastity,— 4a a yip- 
gin life. If then, this principle of a yirg;ia life were of the worlds 
the world would undoubtedly love its own. But the very nature of 
man is wholly opposed to it, which is a sufficient eyid^Bce that it is 
iipt of the world, but of a superior origin. 

72. 6. But the most pkin and pointed testimony of the apostle in fa- 
TOT of a virgin life^is given iq the seventh chapter of his first epistle to 
the Corinthians, by which he clearly shows the wide differencelbetween 
vii^n purity, and sexual indulgence; and in which he prophetically 
points to a day of more perfect purity, when ^11 such indulgence^ 
must come to an end. And all tiie attempts of modern Christians to 
draw from the apostle's doctrine any license to indulge their lascivi- 
ous propensities, are but so many evidences of the depraved state of 
their own minds, and their ignorance of the true nature of that gos- 
pel purity which the apostle is so carefel to impress upon the mindB 
of the Corinthian Christians. 

73. " Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me,'-' , 
s^Jth the apostle; ^' It is good •for a man not to touch a vwrnan*'' 
Having laid down this principle at the beginning of the chapter, he 
could not reverse it without involving himself in a contradiction. 
'^ For," as he ssdd on another occasion, " if I build again the things 
" which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor,''* Nor is there 
the least evidence to be found, in any of his writings, th&t he ever 
ceased to give the preference to a virgin life; altho^ the time was 
not then come for a full manifestation of the truth on this subject. 

74. '* It is good for a man not to touch a wife. But because of 
'* the fornications^ let every man have his own wife, and let every 
" woman have her own husband.' 't This is the extent of the apos- 
tle's tdieration; and he affirms that he spoke this by permission, and 
not of commandment. And why this permission? Evidently be- 
cause of the uncontrollable passions of many ^mong these Corinthians, 
whom the apostle calls carnal, and who, previous to their conversion 
to Christianity, had been accustomed to a plurality of wivesj and 
whose licentious habits, even after their conversion, could hardly be 
controlled within the bounds of moral decency, notwithstanding all 
the apostle's permissions and indulgences. But all these indulgences, 
which modern Christians so readily arrogate to theoiselves, to justify 

• Gal. ii. 18. 

t The reader will perceive that the Italic words in this quotatiqii, do not agrM with 
our common translation ; but they accord with the literal meaning of the original Greejc, 
in which the apostle wrote. Fuvaixo^, the word translated woman in the 1st verae, 
means wife, and is the same as tlmt translated w\fk in the fid, ad and 4th Terses. ^« 
9d verse in the Greek begins with these words; ^IVL 6s TO/g ^Topvfiia^, whinh are 
literally rendered thnt. ; Stu beea^se o/* thffgfti^iona. Th^ woi^ tp «^^ i^ net in the 
Greek, bat was inserted fay the translators. 
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their lascivious practices, cannot alter the nature of koliness, nor Im* 
«en our obligations to follow Christ^s example. 

75. It is contended by many, that the apostle gav« his instractionf 
in favor of a virgin life by permission only^; but the fact is direetlj 
the reverse ; nor is there any deviation, in all his writings, from the 
principle laid down in the first verse of this chapter; and eveiy in^ 
dalgence permitted to the Corinthians, was evidently on account of 
their weakness. It would have been very extraordinary indeed, for 
the apostle to recomnaend continence and virgin purity by pennissioii» 

' or grant it as an indulgence, when every feeling of the carnal natun 
of man was wholly opposed to it. Nor would ten thoui^and permb- 
sions ever induce one camaUy minded soul to take up such a ctom; 
nor would he ever take it up so long as he could find the least faopt 
of salvation without it. 

76. The apostle's permission, therefore, was not in bdialf of 
those who were willing to take up their crosses; but in behalf 
of those who chose rather to indulge the flesh than to cross it. 

. And the plain reason why these permissions and indulgencei were 
suffered in that day, was, that the day of full redemption was not 
then come; and therefore a full i^id final cross against those indul- 
gences, could not then be absolutely required. But the apostle told 
them plainly what was the best way; and those who had spiritual 

' discernment enough to prize a life of purity, followed the apostle's 
advice. 

77. 'Again it is said that, ''the present distress," mentioned by 
the apostle, alluded to outward afflictions, occasioned by persecution. 

' But this is not true; nor can any evidence be produced, .either from 
sacred or profane history, to warrant such a conclusion; but on the 
contrary, the time when the apostle wrote this epistle, appears to have 
been a time of the greatesl tranquility the primitive church ever en- 
joyed; nor has the apostie ever given the least hint that persecutkm 
was the cause of that precept. 

78. The real cause was the uncontrollable passions of these car- 
nal professors, which the apostle strove to keep within some bounds, 
by certain permissions and indulgences. In a lawful way; otherwise 
they would have been ensnared by the devil and their own lusts, and led 
into fornication and adultery. That this was the real state of many 
among these Corinthians, will appear very evident on examining the 
third, fifth and sixth chapters of tiiis same epistle. Yet that there were 
some among them who were spiritually minded, appears certun by 
their writing to the apostle on this subject; and his answer is a clear 
proof that many evils had got in among them. 

79. We do not disagree with the apostie, that those who cannot, 
or will not abstain from fomicatioh, would do better to mfu*ry and 
confine themselves to one wife, and become orderly members otf 
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cIy9 flocietf » tii«i to eontiiioe in the practiee of promiactioiis debao- 
tberv. Btit a tlKNisand indulgences to carnal men and women can 
M¥er porify the nature of Insl, nor jpurge it out rf the aoul. The 
«tolffg« of the world tliU belonga to the first Adam, and not to the 
itoend; to the kingdoms of ikA^ world, and not to the kii^dom of 
ICbriit Tl&a appears eYident fh>m the aposOe's oi¥n tesdmony in 
Ihte wme ^ftscoiurie, fiem which carnal C^ffistians draw so much ii^ 
didgence to please the flesh. Whj do they ifiot ^ee the distinction ? 
^m. •* He that ii tnarrfed, fcareth for ^ tl^ngs that are <tf the 
«* world, how he mi^ pkfcse his wife." Also, " i^he thkt is martled, 
*<eai^ferfte things of the world, how she may ptease her hcfs- 
•• bttttd." Bttt the unmarried, or those who Uve a Virgin fife,* " cAie 
*« Ibr the thinga of the Lord, how they may be holy, botii in bcidy 
<« tod hi apirit/' Sere we seSa theinruiciple of a hoJy life Meetly 
pointed out; therefore let those who desire holiness, foHbw it. " I 
would thift 1^ itfen were even as I myself,** flayis the iipostle, who 
htmself was not mtoied. " I say therefore to the umkiaitied and 
•• widows, it 'u good for them if ttejr abide even as I.'* 

81. r.BsA aAer all tte aposOe's pemnssions and indulgences to ihe 
CoritfOiiiKni, Whom he declares to be '< carnal,*' he points them to a 
Mof day in which all these inddlgences must cease; when carnal 
^tifications, separate possessions, and whatever else among Chiii- 
Mu^ pertdned to the customs and manners of a selfish world, must 
bh dOAe tmky in the ehurdi of Christ; «id a more inward and spfr- 
kaal work be wrought in the soul, and a new order of things succeed 
' ti the churdb. 

«* But iWs I sipf , brethren, The time is riiort. It remaineth, 
'♦^Mit both they that have wives, be as fliough they had none; and 
« tlhey that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as 
" though Aey rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they pos- 
•* S^siied not; and they that use fiiis world as not abusing it; for the 
' <^lk^hion of feii world passeth away.'* 

82. Some have sui^>osed that tilie apostle aHuded to a state be- 
ycmd the grave; hiA a little reflection will show the inconsistency 
t^ flis supposition. To make it consistent, they must also suppose 
tiijdt the 'practice of buying and \mag this world is likewise to be 
doiiied beyond the grave. But this they themselves would hardly 
believe. The trufli is, that passage points directly to the second 
vondr^ of Christ, and the established order of his Kingdom on 
''l^urth, in which the apostle evidently foresaw that a final cross 
Ugaittst tfie carnal indulgence of the flesh. Would put an end to that 
"tse whfch had hitherto bween made of wives : That those who had them, 

«- *. U is n^m thatths mpostto here idlvded to those ^who rdally Urbd a vfrgrin fife for 
Christ's juik9 and the gospel's, and not to4hose who wera mendy attinarried, and yet 
IhW in iSSnaUtidiif jjlifcw. 
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would et^y ibnOk as steters is C9iriflt, and nol as wiv«a m Adam: 
That tka cburchof Chrkt, hj beiag separated from the wovld, and 
imUed ia spirit, woidd possess a united interest, which would pre- 
elude all biiying^ and sellings far in^vidual and selfish purpoaes; «ttd 
that ttiereby a right useof propertf would take piece in tfie dbnin^y 
where the things of this world would be used without abuse: And 
tiMit, in this p^bd, beUe^ers, uacbsr the openntion of an inward, 
apiHtual work of God upon the soul, would both weep and mjoice 
m spirit, wittiout discovering the feelings and exerrasea of tlieiraouis 
to the view of an unbelienng wcnrld. 

83. Having seen, felt and experienoed ail theee Ifaings, wo ate 
able to testify tiiat no o&er meaaiiif can, with Any consisteney, be 
ai^lied to the aposde's {nrediction. So clearly indeed has he point- 
ed out the nallenntal Church, in that shoit passage, that ite faith and 
order could not be more coii^>let^y descHiyed, in so few words, not- 
withstanding the work has actually taken place. And we bless 
God that ^e have lived to see the day in which it is so deariy and 
amply fulfilled; that the true virgin l^e is made manifest in t^is our 
day, and we are called to be partakers of it; that we can '* possess 
'* tlus world as &ough we possessed it not;" for we know that the 
'* Aishion of this world iff passed moay^^ aa it respects the lives 
which we live in it. 

84. 8. '^Avd I lodced, and lo! a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, 
*'* and with him a bundred forty and four thousand, having his Fa- 
** ther's name written in their foreheads."* This is not a mere ex- 
ternal name, consisting of significant letters or characters; but the 
pure nature of Grod being formed in &em, the very image of purity 
and holiness shines forth in their countenances, and displays itself in 
all tlieir words and actions. But who are those hundred and forty- 
four thousand ? '' These are they which were not defiled widi wo- 
men; for they are virgins." 

85. Some suppose this to include that particular number only, who 
will attain to that honor. Be this as it may, it is a strikii^ evidence 
that none but those who live a virion life can obtain so great a pri- 
vilege; and tlierefore such a life must not only be the most acceptable 
in the sight of God and the Lamb, but is that alone wldch can stand 
with the Lamb on Mount Zion. 

86. *' These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he 
" ^oeth." That is, they walk in perfect obedience to the law of 
Christ, and follow fais example in all purify and holiness; not defil- 
ing themselves with women, nor living in any uncleanness, or in 
any selfish gratification whatever. 

*' These were redeemed from aKnong men, being the first-fruits 

• Rev. xiv. 1. 
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a»to God, ^nd to tbe Lamb.*'- Having foHowed Christ ud the rege- 
neration; (hat iS) having lived a life of virgin purity, after Ins exam- 
- pte, by taking up their crosses against all those carnal indulgences of 
, the flesh which pertain to the works of generation, they were re- 
. deemed from that nature by the regeneratmg power of the Hd[y 
Spirit* 

87. ^' And in their mouth was found no guile : for they are with- 
out fault before the throne of God," They have taken up their cross- 
es against all sin, and evmy evO word and work; and by their obe- 
dience to the law of Christ, have obtained a victory over the very na- 

. ture of evil: for how could they be otherwise without fault ? Such, 
and such only, are with the Lamb.^ And the song which they sing« 
is a song of praise and thanksgiving to Qod for thw redemption, and 
which cannot be sung except by those who, through a life of. virgin 

• purity, have obtained comidete redemption frcmi tibe lost nature of 
thew flesh. 

88. lb this vision of John, is a prophetic display at the true cha- 
racter of the work of Grod on earth, in the great millennial .day of 
Christ, which is, as it were, but just commenced. And these virgin 
characters, above described, are the subjects of it: and none will 
finally be able to sUmd the test of this great day, without bec(Hning 
the subjects of this work, and attaining to this character. Thus we 
have J<^n's vision of the appearance of the Lamb on Mount Zion 
and the character of those with him ; then follows his vision of the 
everlasting gospel. 

89. '^ And I saw another angel fly in the midst of Heaven, havuig 
. << the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 

" and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue,, and people." 
Here we find that the gospel is preached, after the appearance of the 
. Lamb on Mount Zion. This is an evidence, not only that the gos- 
pel is to be preached after the second coming of Christ, but also that 
those to whom it is to be preached had no previous knowledge of 
his having made his appearance ; but are yet to be informed of it by 
the testimony of tlie preacher. After this succeeds the fall of Baby* 
Ion, and the judgment of Gk)d upon those who worship the beast and 
his image, and receive his mark. 

90. Hiese things show that, afler the second coming of Christ, 
the .gospel will be preached to all nations, kindreds and tongues ; 
and that those who refuse to obey it, and still continue in the course 
and practice of the world, will inevitably fall under the judgment of 

* Those who live in am, tho' they may call themselves Christians, they cannot ba 
" withoat fault before the throne of Gaik" and therefore cannot belong lo this class : 
And tho' they may " name the name of Christ j" yet if they do not ** depart from all 
inu;|aity," all their relif ions profeMions, forms and ceremonies are but mere hypocrisy ; 
their mouths are Aill Qf guile, full of lies and hypocrisy. 
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God, boih in this world and tbat wMch is to come. For the loud 
Toice of the angel alludes to the preaching of the gospel to a sinful 
world, by ministers sent of Gbd, with angelic or heavenly power and 
authority. After this follows the harvest of the world. 

91. '^ And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and upon the 
*^ cloud one* sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a 
*' golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another an- 
'^ gel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat 
^' on the cloud, Thrust in ihj sickle, and reap; for the time is come 
" for thee to rei^; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.'' 

d2. It will be proper to remark here, that the work of harvest, 
which is a progressive work, is a striking figure of Uie work of 
Christ's second appearing, which is called The harvest of thevforld. 
As a field of wheat is not cut dowft with one stroke of the sickle; but 
. that which is the ripest is first cut down and gathered, and the reap- 
ing continued, as tho grain becomes ripe, tiU all is cut down, sepa- 
rated and gathered into the barn; so is the harvest of the world, in 
the day of Christ's second appearing. 

93. The white daud represents a cloud or multitude of pure wit- 
nesses, those who stand on Mount Zion with the Lamb. The Spirit 
of Christ in these witnesses, is the sharp sickle, which goe| forth by 
the word of their testimony, through the preaclidng of the everlasting 
gcspel, which cuts off and separates souls from the life of the world; 
and thus they are harvested out of the world; so that their life is no 
longer of the world, but of Christ. Thus the principle of a virgin 
life is implanted in them: " for they are virgins." Therefore they 
can, henceforth, no more propagate a natural offspring than the grain 
that is gathered into the bam, and devoted to be made into bread, 

. for the use of the owner, can be again sown in the earth and bring 
forth fruit. 

94. The prog^ss oiP the work here described will fulfil the pre- 
diction of Christ; '* This gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached 
" in all the world, tor a witness unto all nations: and then shall the 
** end come."t 

* It is proper to remark here, that the word me w not in the original, but is inserted 
by the translators The erident meaning is, tA< likeness of the Son ofmcMy in and upon 
the cloud of his witnesses. Rev. ft v. 14. 

t Matt. xxiv. 14. 
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CHAPTER m. 
Ooncermng Obediettce, 

1. TfllB first thity wUch Gcud requires of Bnan and in whieh \a 
GcrmprelieDded all other duties, il ohedience. Thb.is essenttally ne- 
cessary for the fblfiimeitt of &e whole law of Chiifl^t, and indeed of 
every manifestation of Qod to man. " Behold, to obey is better than 
sacr^e, and to hearken than the fat of rams.""* Thb is fte whole 
end aind des^ of the law of nature, the law of Moses, and the law of 
Christ Thus mid Moses; " Kfep therefore the words of this cove- 
" nant, and do tiiem, that ye may prosper in all that ye do."t And 
Urns said Jesus; '* Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
" shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the will 
" of my Father which is in Heaven. "f 

2. Hence it is evident that obedience is the only line of promise. 
A man may believe all the law and the prophets; he may also be- 
lieve (he trulh of the gospel, he may assent to all its doctrines, and 
to every principle of the law of Christ; and he may not only have 
foil faith in the divine mission of Christ, and call him Lord and Mas- 
ter, and acknowledge him as the only Savior; but he may also open- 
ly profess the name of Christ, and declare his full belief in all his 
divine preo^ts, and acknowledge his lif^ and example to be the only 
rule of a Christian; and yet after all, if he does not truly and sin- 
cerely obey the revealed will of God, g^ven to him, all his faith and 
all his professions will profit him nothing. Obedience therefore com- 
prehends the whole duty of man. 

3. But it may be asked, Where is the true object of obedience io 
be found ? to whom and to what shall we yield obedience ? and by 
what rule shall we be regulated ? To which we answer : The Spirit 
of Christ is the true and real object of obedience : and its visible 
manifestation is found in his body, which is his true Church. 
There he has placed his name, and there is found the only power of 
salvation; because therein his Spirit operates and governs the whole 
body: hence the only true source and object of obedience to salva- 
tion is in the Church of Christ; and the obedience of every faithful 
soul will centre there. 

4. Christ said to his disciples, *' I am the vine, ye are the branch- 
" es."^ It is well known that the branches of the vine, or of a tree, 

* 1 Sam. XV. 23. t Dent zxix. 9. tMaU. vii. 91 . 

f John XV. 8. 
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are mibject, in all fheir operations and prodactions, to the directions 
of that life which proceeds from the body. This supports and regu- 
lates them : and no branch can bear fruit, nor even receive any sup- 
port fh)m the life of the tree which is separated from it, or has by 
any means lost its connection with the life of the body. For tho' a 
branch that is withered may continue to hang on the tree for a time; 
yet it cannot receive the sap, which is the life of the tree, it must 
finally fall off; because it is no longer subject to the life of the 
bod^, and therefore that life can no longer circulate in it. So it is 
Idso with the members of the human body, which are supported by 
its Hfe, and regelated and governed by the head, as the leading in- 
fluence of the whole body. No member, when cut off from the bo- 
dy, can retain its life, nor its subjection to the head; but having 
lost its union and subjection to the life of the body^ it must 
die. 

5. Here then, is the most perfect figure of visible obedience, tho' 
proceeding from an invisible source. And shall we suppose that the 
body of Christ can be less perfect, in its system of obedience than 
the vine or the tree, or even the members of the human body ? Je- 
sus Christ, when on earth, taught the will of his Fatlier; this consti- 
tuted the pure principles of the gospel : and he confirmed these prin- 
ciples by his living example. But these principles were not obeyed 
by those who did not belong to his visible body; nor had he any 
leading influence anywhere but in his body, and in those members 
who composed his body. ** Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
*' members in particular,'* saith the apostle.* 

6. Thus the body of Christ is made up of visible members, and 
his invisible Spirit is their life. This Spirit cannot direct the mem- 
bers to disagree one with another, or to be separated from their union 
to each other. Hence it is evident that clashing opinions, jarring 
systems, and oppoi^ite conduct do not belong to the one body of 
Christ, nor halve they any part in it. If Christ has a true church on 
earth, then that church must be his visible body; therefore his invi- 
sible Spirit must be the life of that body, and of course, must regu- 
late and govern it. Hence we may see the great mistake of those 
who suppose that they can belong to the body of Christ, or that they 
can partake of his Spirit, which is its life, and yet have no union 
with his church, his only visible body. It is utterly impossible for 
any one, in such a state, to partake of the life of Christ. As 
well might the branches of the vine or tree, or even the members 
of the human body, when cut off and separated, still partake of the 
life of the body. 

7. Many objections have been raised against the system of obedi- 

•lCor.xu.27. 
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ence taught and practised by the Umted Society; but to the candid 
mind, a little reflection 'will show those objections to be very unrea- 
sonable. It will doubtiess be readily acknowledged, that in every 
ifell regulated society or institution, there must be a visible head, or 
a leading influence, by which the society or institution is governed 
and directed, and to which each member must yield obedi- 
ence; otherwise there could be no order nor regulation in such a so- 
ciety; for a body without a head, can have neither life nor power, 
but must soon fall and be dissolved. But whene there is a leading 
influence, which stands as a centre of union, the order, union and 
harmony of the institution is easily preserved, by the obedience of 
the members to that head or leading influence. « 

8. In a regular army of soldiers, perfect obedience is found es- 
sentially necessary for the preservation of order, and tiie protection 
of the army. And as order and discipline is the streng^ of the ar- 
my; so obedience is the very life of order and discipline. Every 
soldier is required to 3rield implicit obedience to his immediate 
commander, and every officer must be subject to the command of 
his superior officer. This order of subjection extends, in regular 
gradation, from the common soldier to the highest officer in an ar- 
my; and thus the whole army is led and governed by the comman- 
der in chief. Without this subjection, the largest army would soon 
lose all its strength and power, and become an easy conquest to the 
enemy. 

9. There is, however, this essential difference between the deso- 
lating armies of blood-shedding warriors, and the harmless followers 
of .the Prince of Peace. The former are governed by the compul- 
sion of arbitrary power, and the severity of military laws; while 
the latter are led and governed by the law of Christ, under the mild 
and gentie, yet powerful influence of the spirit of peace and love; 
and by the infusion of that divine spirit into all the members, it be- 
comes the delight of all to be united in their obedience to that divine 
law, which is implanted in the heart of every honest and faithful 
leader, and by which the whole body is led and governed in the most 
perfect harmony. 

10. It is for the want of this united spirit, this oneness of heart 
and mind, to govern and direct an army of contending warriors, that 
its &trength and power must be supported, and its order and disci- 
pline maintained by the severity of arbitrary power. Ck>nsequentiy 
the soldier whose heart is not devoted to the cause in which he is 
engaged, who can feel no delight in the life of a soldier, so as to render 
a willing obedience to his commanding officer, becomes the slave of 
arbitrary power under a tyrannical leader, and is under the dire ne- 
cessity of living a life of wretchedness in the army, where he is liable 
to be compell^ to acts which he abhors, x>r hazard hii life by hk 
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diflobediQttce; and yet even his obedience cftimot secure idm from a 
vkdenl and untimely death. But not so in the Church of Christ, 
where every faithful member is of one heart and One soul, and where 
one ^nrit leads and governs the whole body. Here no compulsion, 
no ai^trary power is found necessaiy . 

1 1 . Again : The order of nature requires that chBdren should be 
obedient (o their parents; that the younger cMldren ^ould JhSspltiei 
and con£>rm to the elder.* Without this, there can be no we^ re- 
gulated famify; cwifuaon must necessarily ensue, and ** a hous0 
*' iMvided agdbst itself cannot stand.'' The Church of Christ is ft 
i^biliial fiunMy; and «s it is composed of viable metobers, thefii 
must be a viable head^ to stand as tbe centre of influetK^e 6r leading 
power in ^t fomily. 

13. Aa&e ieading power of the visible Church is vested in the M- 
inetry, as ^ visible head, so in each separate family of the Society, 
vMeh is considered as a branch of the Church, the leading povret ti 
crested in the Eiders, ^i4io are considered as ^ heads of their r^i^^ec^ 
tlVe families. And so long as the vidble head or leaders of any fkuiily 
conduct themselves in a manner worthy of thils trust, it is neceSs^ that 
they sho^ be obeyed by lill the members of &e ikmily. Wf&out this 
obedience tiiere can be no regulation, order nor harmony in the f&mily^ 

13. But no one is required to yield obedience to art^ thing coh- 
trary to the established principles of the gospel, as revealed by di6 
precepts and example of Jesus Christ; but obedience is reqUii*ed lii 
coHfbrmity to those principles only. This is agreeable to thii-doc- 
trme taught by Mother Ann. " You ought to have your Mth ground- 
^' ed in the power of God;" said she, "for tiiat abideth forever. 
** But if jrour faith is only In creatures, and ihey should fMl, you are 
** liable to come under loss." True faith leads to obedieiicfe. 

14. Many will profess great union and submission to the Spirit of 
Christ, and yet object to a visible leader in the Church. They ate 
kxMng for Christ to reveal himself, as an invisible guide arid teacher, 
to every individual, in a separate capacity, without any dependence 
upon the union of the body; and expect to be guided by the invisi- 
ble Spirit of Christ, in their own souls, separately, and Independent 
of any visiMe leader. But this doctrine is contrary to every mhnl-» 

• Tbmuands of children run ^ toad U> rain in con8«qiieit«e of b«iiig brtfl^t vd ia 
disobedience to iheir pareau This fault generally lies with the parents, or wUh t«osf 
wbtt henrc the charge of their earliest years ; either because they ar6 not governea hf 
Ibe proeiples of morality, in their instructions, or because they do hot implant the pmr 
ciple of obedience in the miads of their children. Children who are not taught obeflUe^ 
to their parents, from their uifancy, according to the order of nature, and do not practice 
iW V« generaUy found to be more unwilling than others, to yield oMieiMe !• tm caM» 
3 Ae gospel, and (he spiritual work pf God in riper years, «ven &oMhey shouW be (n^ 
cMiTiMd of the MMMity of it Bath children, beidg left to fiMtm m>\i ^'"'^^^^ 

Mvemmttit^thau^ perverse wffls; aSaSierofore wM neither ti wbjedt to ttTifawis 
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lestafioTi of ifee dealtegs ©f God with man, and ii cakakted to de- 
fitroy the union and huhnony of the Church, by rendering erery in- 
cbvidual independent of the body. 

15. But no person can be united to Christ, and yet be at variance 
with the members of his body. And while the true members of* 
Christ's Church are governed by his Spirit, they can hare no objec- 
tions against tisible leaders: ** For God is not the author Of confa- 
•* eion, but of peace." Therefore, if the ^irit of Christ rules in 
his Church, (which cannot reasonably be denied) that ^irit will 
bring forward those who are the most suitable for leaders, and re- 
move them when Oiey can be no longer useftd, and su}»ply th^r 
places with others better qualified for that duty. Obedience is there- 
fore always safe as well as necessary. 

16. But the great and common objection against visible apiritiial 
leaders in the Church of Christ, to whom all the members must * be 
subject, appears to be this : *^ That the scriptures of ^ Old and New 
Testament contain all the neces^ry instructions for the ChriMian^ 
*^ conduct through life, and are the only rule of faith and practice." 
If this be so, we would ask why are spuritual teachers appoitoted in 
almost every religious society ? We are told tiiat this is necessary 
in order to open and explain the scriptures, and give the peojde a 
right understanding of them, and to exhort them to obedience, not 
to the teachers, but to the scriptures. But why then do these scrip- 
ture expositors differ so much from each other m thehr sentiments ? 
and why have their discordant opinions produced so many jarring 
systems of religion throughout the worid ? In order to be able ex- 
positors of the scriptures, they ought to possess a goodly portion of* 
that Spirit which dictated the scriptures; odierwise they explain to 
no good purpose. 

17. If these expositors were in. real possession of the Spirit of 
Christ, they would not disagree about the meaning of the scriptures, 
nor concerning the duty of Christians; but they would be of one 
heart and one mind, and would, of course, minister the same oneness 
of spirit to all those m^nbers of their church who faithfully adhered 
to their instructions. And hence there could be but one faith and 
one baptism among them, namely, the faith of Christ, and the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit; and this would unite them together, as one 
body, led and governed by one spirit. Then every faithftd member 
of dieir church would feel the necessity of obedience, and would 
readily practice it from a principle of love and duty to that Divme 
Spirit which would then appear visible in the lives of their teachers. 
And these teachers, being the true mmisterF of Christ, would then 
teach them that one faith, and baptize them with that one baptism, 
which is the very life of the body of Christ. 

18. But the truth is, while they profess to teach otibers, they them- 
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selves have need to be taught the first principles of the law^f Christ, 
which necessarily includes obedience. HenOe it is, that in their at* 
tempts to explain the scriptures^ they have no spiritual guide; but are 
led by the dictates at human reason and human wisdom, which they 
themselves will acknowledge to be fallible; of course^ all their instruc- 
tions must be fallible. And hence also, they are at all times liable 
to put wrong inter|Hretalions upon the scriptures; and that this has 
long been practiced among them, their numerous systems of religion 
afford a very striking proof. 

19. Many will plead, that the obedience of Christ is sufficient for 
all; and will quote the apostle's words: *' For as by one man's diso- 
*' bedience, many were made sinners; so, by the obedience of one, 
** shall many be made righteous. '^ But if they rightly understood 
this pftssage» they would find it to be no argument in favor of their 
plea. It is by following Adam's example of disobedience, that man]^ 
are made smnere; and so also, by followii^ Christ's example <^ 
obedience, mtmy are made righteous, 

20. By the disobedience of the first Adam, he received a corrupt 
seed, and this corrupt seed, which contained the evil influence of the 
wicked am^ has been communicated to his posterity by natural gene- 
ration; and they, by obeying this evil influence, become sinners. 
So, by the obedience of Jesus Christ, the second Adam, he received 
the seed pf eternal life from God;* and this seed, which contains the 
power of salvation, is communicated by spiritual regeneration, to all 
who are wiUing to receive it; and they, by obeying the influence of 
that power, received through faith, become righteous. Thus the 
apostle's expression is verified; and flius we may see that, in order 
to be made righteous^ we must be obedient, even as he was."^ 

21. As man first fell from a state of rectitude, and lost his union 
and relation to God, hy disobedience; so he must rise firom his lost 
state, and find his union and relation to Christ, by obedience. Short 
of this, no soul will ever find salvation, and secure an inheritance in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Ckmfession of Sin, 

1 * As man, in his fallen state, is in the kingdom of darkness, and 
under the government of the prince of this world, who is a prince of 
' darkness; so his introduction into the Kingdom of Christ, which is a 
I 

« Sm 1 John U. 4 & 0. 
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kingdoih of Mj^bit, miust depend dpon his coming to Ihe Kgfat, ftiul le- 
nouncing all ^e works of daskness. And as all sin, and all nMuinor 
of wickedness^ are the works or deeds of darlaiess; ito the first step 
towards walking in the light, is to bring ^lese deeds to the li^t."* 
AtA the only manner ki which these evil deeds can be brought to the 
light and traly made ttiamfest, ii by confession. • 

S. The open coiife8sk>n of sm to the witnesses of Christ, was pi«c« 
tieed in the primitive churdi, and was considered as the first liecM* 
aary step for the admis^on of the sinner to te priiileges of the gos- 
pel, and the only door of entratice into the olmreh of Christ. But 
tli0 sid>sequent innovations and scandalous abuses of this doctdne, in 
the church of Rome, have rendered it obnoxious in the eyes of all 
the Protestant sectaties. And when these innovations and abuses are 
dtlly considered, it caniiot be a matter of surprise that the dootase 
was rejected; for who could reasonably suppose that Jesus Christ at 
hm apostles could ever authorvpe or sanction such abominatioiis ? Be-^ 
sides, the money exacted by the papal clefgy^ f<» tiie pretended p«r- 
don of ttns, was a heavy tax i^Km the people^ who found it much 
cheaper, as well as much more agreeable to their feelings^ to con- 
ceal their iniquities, than to confess them at so great an expense. 

3. HenCe the rejection of this doctrine by the prote^nt reformms, 
met the popular feeling; and a general belief soon prevailed, that the 
doctrine itself was the invention o( (he Homiiii church, and was pur- 
posely designed to draw money from the people. TluiS beli^ still 
prevails; and so strong is the prejudice agioost the doctrine, that 
among all classes of protestant professors, jirherever it is mentioned, 
tiie general ciy is, This is rank papery — / dhn't believe in ccm- 
ftssing sins to man — We must confess our sins to God edane^ 
and not to man. And indeed, such scandalous abuses of a divine 
principle, given in tender mercy to lost man, were sufficient to de- 
lAtoy (he fiiith of the multitude, and create unbelief in the prmciple,- 
vrherever these abuses were known. 

4. Bat the abuse against a divine institution proves notldng ttgakist 
the institution itself. In this case, it ought to be consideied as an 
evidence (^ its divine origin: for it vras evidentiy a knowledge that 
this was an institution maintained in the primitive church, that ea- 
abled the catholic clergy to support its authority, after they had so 
basely corrupted it. For no man, in his rational senses, could be 
brought to believe that his sins could be pardoned for money, if he 
were not first led unto a full belief, founded on something more than 
human authority, that (he practice of confessing sm before the wit- 
nesses of Gk>d, WAS dli itfirtitotion of Divine appointttient; ttid theie- 

•SeeJohniii. 19, 90, 81. 
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fsre supposed he musl do it, even if be was obliged^ on nicpoiia^ of 
clerical avarice, to pay out his money for the privilegjB^.* 

6. But' this gracious principle, tho' it had been so much and so 
long- abused in the church oi Antichrist, was renewed la ati its pu- 
rity, in the very comniencement of the wo|rk of Gkid which gavp 
rise to the United Society. And it was followed by such evident 
displays of IHvine Power, as to carry the most powerful conviction 
in favor of its divine origin. And aU who received faith in the tast^ 
mony, and honestly confessed their ons, were blessed in their obe- 
dience, with an overcoming power over all sin, and felt a living 
witness in dieir own soqls, that this testimony was, in very deed» the 
testimony of God. 

6. They did not feel as tho' they were confessing their sins io 
man, but to God, in the presence of his witnesses; and they were 
fully convinced that they could not find access to God in any other 
way. And this testimony has been maintained to this day, as the 
first principle of obedience to the law of Christ. It was a doctrine 
continually enjoined by our first parents in the gospel; and often, 
ivhen people came to confesi^ tiieir sins, they were reminded of th^ 
sense they oMght to hs|ve of it, in the following words : '* Remember^ 
" if you confess your sins, you must confess them to Qod : we are 
" but his witnesses.'' 

7. That sinners are required to confess their sins in the presence 
of Gk)d's witnesses, in order to find the forgiveness of God; and that 
this is both scriptural and rational, and the only true order of con- 
fession, will appear evident from the following: consiflerations: 

8. 1. We presume that it will not be denied that all mankind are 
horn into the world with a sinful nature. And it is equally true that 
«11 who arrive at the age of maturity, and are capable of discerning 
between good and evil, find that this nature brings forth, in them> 
the fi>uits of actual sin. Hence it is generally admitted by all pro- 
fessors of religion, that a confession of sin> of some sort, is oecesf- 
sary, m order to find forgiveness and acceptance with God. Bui! 
there is a wide di£ference of opinion respecting the manner in which 
this confession ought to be made. Many contend for a secret con- 
fesdon to God alone. But we would ask, where is the sinners's as- 
surance tbat he can find God in the secret chamber, and make con- 
fession to his acceptmce ? We read that, " The sacrifice of the 
" wicked i^ sm abomination to the Lord; but the prayer of the up- 
** jight is his deligk." Again: '* The Lord is far from the wicked; 

• Juat 80 many* at the present day, feel it their duty to attend the assemblies of thoa^ 
who profess to worship God on the sabbath, because it was an institution of the primi- 
tive churdi, even tho', in its present corrupted state, they aro obliged to purchase thia 
privilege, and pay out their money to a hireling pnaM§rf who profu^u to pmuh a fnt 
gofpil, without money and without priee / 



Digitized 



by Google 



^§it THE CONFESSION OP SIN. [PART Vll. 

'** but he hearetii the prayer of the righteous."* And again: •* If I 
"regard iniquity in my heart,*' saith David, "the Lord will not 
" hear me."t 

9. We find that, in all ages of the worlff, the established order of 
'God's intercourse with man, has been through the agency of mto. 
And altho', in many instances, there have been occasional manife^- 
tions of the Divine Spirit to individuals, revealed in various man- 
ners, yet none could ever be brought into * covenant relation with 
God's chosen people, without living agents, selected for that purpose. 
Witness the case of Saul of Tarsus, Cornelius the centurion, and 
others, who, tho* they were called by a manifestation of Divine light, 
could not be brought into fellowship with the body of God's chosen 
people, without the agency of living witnesses belonging to that 
body. 

10. Nor do we find that Grod ever held any immediate intercourse 
with mankind at large, or with any^body of people, as such; but he 
has always revealed himself through the agency of certain indivi- 
duals, whom he has chosen as messengers of his will to others; and 
the people were always required to learn the will of God from these 
individuals, as agents or witnesses of God, and to find access to God 
through them. And it is worthy of particular remark, that God has 
always chosen his agents as leaders, from among the most honest and 
upright, or those who have come the nearest to him in the works of 
righteousness. Witness Noah, Abraham, Moses, Samuel and the 
prophets, who were all chosen as the agents of God, to do his work 
and reveal his will, and to stand between htm and the people. 

11. We find, also, that wherever God has had a covenant people, 
who have walked in his statutes, and have kept themselves from those 
pollutions in which fbe rest of mankind have lived, there he has 
placed his name, and there he has been found, and there he tnust al- 
ways be found, if any where; because there is his true and only ha- 
bitation on earth; and there he has placed the only treasures of hea- 
ven that 'ever were, or ever can be found on earth by fallen man. 
And all souls who ever find access to God, and obtain an inheritance 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, must obtain it through such a medium. 

12. The power of salvation and eternal life is too precious to be 
scattered promiscuously, in every direction, and among all sorts of 
people, without regard to their state and situation, and other circum- 
stances. It was purchased by Jesus Christ, at a g*reat price; and be 
never could have purchased it, with all the suflhrings he passed 
through, had he not lived a perfectly sinless life in the mean time. 
Therefore it is a treasure infinitely precious in the sight of God; and 
altho', as the apostle saith, " we have this treasure in earthen ves- 

• Pro7. XV. 8 and «0. t Pta. Ixvi. t8. 
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«< aeU^*' yet these vessds mast be pure and clean; nor can it ever 
be conveyed to mankind in any other. Nor indeed can any one ever 
obtain this treasure, witboat first casting ^t all the devil's treasure 
out of bis soul, (that is, all his sins) by an honest and free confes- 
sion, and thereby pnrifying faimself from all uncleanness^ that ba 
may become a (it vessel to receive this treasure. 

13. 2. As all the secret actions of men are open and known to 
God, therefore a •confession made in secret, tlio' professedly made to 
God, can bring notldng to the light; and the sinner may, perhaps, 
have as little fear of Grod, in confessing his sins in this manner, as 
he had in committing them. And as nothing is brought to the light 
by confessing his sins in this manner, he feels no cross in it; nor 
does he thereby find any mortification to that carnal nature whicb 
lirst led him into sin; and is, therefore, as liable to run again into 
the same acts of sin, as he was befoi« his confession. 

14. But let tfie sinner appear in the presence of a faithfiil servant 
of Christ, and there confess, honestly, his every secret dn, one by 
one, of whatever nature or name, and faithfully lay open his whole 
life, without any covering or disguise, and he will then fed a hu- 
miliating sense of himself, in the presence of God, in a manner 
which he never experienced before. He will then, in very deed, 
find a mortifying cross to his carnal nature, and feel the crucifixion 
of his lust and pride where he never did before. He will then per- 
ceive the essential diierence between confessing his sins in the dark, 
where no mortal ear can hear him, and actually bringing his evil 
deeds to the Hght of one individual child of God; and he will then 
be convinced that a confession made before the light of God, in one 

. of bis true witnesses, can bring upon him a more awful sense of lua 
accountability, both to God and man, than all his confessions in darkr 
mem had ever done. 

15. 3. It must appear obvious to every reflecting mind, that the 
spirit which leads the sinner to commit sin, and keep it concealed, is 
directly contiajy to that wMch leads him to confess it. And it is 
•oquaUy obvious that ^e sinner, if he must confess his sins, would 
.much rather confess them in secret, to an unknown Grod, whom he 

cannot fear, because he does not know him, than to confess them to 
a fellow being, whom be believes to be a tnie and faithful servant of 
God. Thus the sinner can easily unite witli the spirit of darkness, 
which conceals his sins, while be feels a conscious dread of the spirit 
of light which exposes them« And herein we find a power&d evi- 
dence, tliat die spirit of wickedness in man, hates an open eonfessiont 
of on, while it is wiiUng to submit to a secret one. 

16. It must also be admitted, that no person could ever be in- 
duced to appear before a real child of God, and there make anhonert 
and open confession of all his sins, but from a priiiciple of ii^gl4r 
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Si^ 9q4 fiiMWitx* Ai^ vmder tbp inSaeiice of. 3iidi a prkicj^l^ hm 
could not conceal any, not even those which were the most iafa&miis 
lind debasing to his character; for ^uch a principle is totally opp(>- 
9it6 to that which would induce him to keep his sins conceded. And 
^ It if t)]« nature and disposition of all wicked, people, evea of the 
most abandoned characters, to keep their wickedness codcealed from 
thfs righteous; so we may judge from thence, which principle is the 
ipost consistent with the pure 3ight of God, and most agreeable to 
righteousness and truth; that which leads to an honest confession, or 
that which leads to coiy^ealment, and endeavors to plead josttficaetioa 
in inakipg secret confessions to Gk>d alone. 

17. 4, It is well known that many people, when iBider a deep con- 
vinctiou of sia^ in consequence of the intolerable burden of thetr 
fin§i» are an:)Uou6 to find some kind and conlideiitial friend, who u wt 
godly person, fo whom th^ can freely unburthen their minds. At 
^ch times, ^ secret confession carniot satisfy them; they are desirous 
to make an honest and full confession of Uieir sins to some one wh<Maa 
they believe to be a faithful servant of God. And the more con&- 
denpe they can feel that such a one is a true witness of Grod, the 
greater will be their hope of relief. 

18. Wmy persons on their deathbeds, feeliitg seosiUe that they 
Houst die> and knowing that th^ have lived without hope and with* 

.^ut God in the world, have been greatly alarmed at their cdtnadon, 
vnd with ^n awful sense of their sins staring them in the ftoe, th^ 
have been constrained to pour out their wicked lives, by eonfessiB^ 
their sins to any one that would hear them. Many criminals, ako, 
whose enmes have brought them to the end of their wicked career^ 
feeing that they were just about to enter the eternal world, wi&out 
any hope of pardon^ have been suddenly awakened to a feeMng sense 
of the just judgment and condemnation before them; and under an 
intolerable load of guilt, have been ready to cry out and confess their 
|ins> without the least restraint, before the surrounding mnititiide. 

19. Theise things are the evident effects of the spirit of judgment 
from God, operating upon the soul. And while they present to man- 
Icind a ggurative display of the awful situation cf seals in despair* 
ynder the guilt and condemnation of their nns, they at tiie same 
lime point out the o&ly means of deliverance from sis. And would 
mankind but seriously attend to such awful moniticms as these, tiiey 
fm^ thence learn what sort of a confession God lec^piives of sianers* 
tad be thereby Induced to confess their sibs to his witnesses, whte 
the day of grace endures. 

20. 5. The law of Moses contains a clear testimony of the trae 
tfder of coiifhssioa which God required of sinnen in that day. Bf 
that law they were requirml lo confess their particular sias before the 
jMfiest or elders of the people^ " If a soul sin» and coinmit any of 
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" ttiese tbinp which are fbH>idden to be done by the command- 
^^ments of the Lord, he is guilty, and shall bear his iniquity. And 
^^ it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he 
'* shall confess that be hath sinned m that thing. And he shall 
*' bring his tres|>as8-oflfering unto the Lord, fbr his sin which he hath 
*^ sinned; and the ]uiest shall make an atonement for him conoern- 
*^ ing bis sin.''* These offerings were so particularly specified that, 
ia RMiny eases, the offering itself pointed out the particular sin which 
had been committed. 

^1. Heooe it appears that, according to the law, every sin was 
to be made manifest to the elders of the people. And can it be con- 
sistent for Christkns, under the light of tiie gospel, to keep their sins 
more covered in the dark than the Jews were allowed to do under 
the law ?" If so, how can they *' walk in the light as Christ is in the 
light ?" Or how can they ** have fellowship one with another ?''t 

6. The order of confession which Grod requires of sinners, under 
the light of the gospel, was clearly pointed out by the case of 
Aohan, in the time of Joshua. When Achan, had transgressed in 
'' the accursed thing," and was taken by lot, Joshua said to him, 
*' My son, give I pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel, and 
** make confession unlo him, and teU me now what thou hast done; 
*• hide it not from me."* 

22. Joshua was a type of Jesus Christ, and then stood as the visible 
Ekler of Israel; he was therefore the proper person to hear Achan's 
confession, his an being of a nature that affected the whole congre- 
gation. By the means of this confession the sin was put away from 
the camp, and the favor of God was restored to Israel. The place 
ol thiB transaction was ever after called ^' The valley of Achor;^* 
that is, 7%e valley of troubleM The promise, aflerwaids given by 
the prophet Hosea, that ** the valley of Achor" should be " a door 
of hope,'' had a direct allusion to tiiis transaction, which was a figure 
designed to show the true order of the confession of sin under the 
gospel dispensation, and teaches us that when souls, by the convic- 
tion of thekr sins, are brought into the valley of trouble, a door of 
hope is there opened to them, by an honest confession of their sins; 
and tlie manner of this confession was, in the valley of Achor, 
plainly pointed out. 

23. Achan's trdnsgression was brought to light by his confession, 
and the sin was purged out of the camp of Israel. But as the dis- 
pensation of the law was not the dispensation of mercy, but of judg 
ment, it required the immediate execution of the offender, or an 
equivalent sacrifice, as the only means of atonement for sin. And 

• Lev. V. 17 and 5, 6. t See 1 John i. 7. X Joth. vii. Ift 

I AchoTt in Hebrew, tignifiet troitbU. 
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as Ackan's transgresson was of an extraordinary nature, no equiva- 
lent sacrifice could be found ; therefore judgment was executed up- 
an him, and his body was destroyed.* This was a figuralive repre- 
sentattoirof the body of sin, which, under the gospel dispensation, is 
to be brought to li^t by confession, and destroyed by the opera- 
tion of the law of Christ. 

24. The lot by which Achan was taken and convicted, was figu- 
rative of the power of conviction, which awakens souls, and caste the 
lot of condemnation upon them, and as it were, arraigns them be- 
fore the bar of judgment, where tliey must feel the just judgment 

• and condemnation of their own consciences, until they are willing 
to confess their sins before the witnesses of God, as Achan did. 

•Though Achan was discovered as a transgressor by the lot; yet the 
sin which he had committed was brought to light, with all its circum- 
stances, by his own confession. This was a figurative display of that 

' sin-searching work in the gospel, which will continue until the final 
cleansing and separation of all sin from thel camp of the saints, the 
true Israel of God, according to his promise; '' I wUl search Jerur 
salem vrifh candles. *'t 

26, 7. Among other striking figures which had reference to the 

- confession of sin, or to that work of judgment widch was to purify 
souls from sin, and cleanse them from evil, we shall notice the River 
Jordan, and some remarkable circumstances connected with it The 
name Jordan signifies River of Judgment^ or Descending Biver, 
as some have interpreted it.t And it is wortiiy of particular re- 
mark, that the situation of this river, and the peculiar work of God 
that took place in it, at different times, typified the manner in which 
man must descend into the work of judgment, and the absolute ne- 
cessity of such a work, as will appear from the following circum- 
stances: 

26. 1. The River Jordan was the boundary of the land of Ca- 
naan, on the side towards the wilderness, through which the Israelites 
travelled to the promised land ; and they could not enter into the 
promised land, without descending into this river and passing through 
it. By this it was clearly typified, that man must descend into the 
work of judgment, and pass through that work, before he can mter 
and take possession of the promised inheritance of the saints. 

27. 2. When John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for the 
ushering in of the work of the Messiah, ** to make veady a peo|)le 
^' prepared for the Lord," the peo|ile who received his missbn, came 
'' and were baptized of him in J<»dan, confessing their sins." This 

* As this dispensation was 6giirative, it eoald not decide Achor's future stale; Uiaf 
was to be the work of the gospel iu a future da}'. 

t Zeph. i. 18. 

X It was doubtless used in both senses; for in the Hebrew, as in other languages, iha 
•Hme word is often used to express diflerent ideas. 
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evidently pointed out (he manner in which souls must be broiigfat io 
jddgment, in order to prepare them to enter into the work of Christ's 
Kingdom $ that is, by honestly confessing their sins, and passing 
through the baptism of repentance. This work is the river rf 
judgment through which souls must pass, and without which 
they can no more enter the true spiritual CJanaan, the promised 
inheritance of the saints, than the Israelites could enter the land 
of Canaan without descending and passing through the River Jor- 
dan. 

28. 3. The case of Naaman the Syrian, who was cleansed from 
his leprosy by washing in the River Jordan, was a striking^ figure of 
the manner in which souls were to be cleansed from the guilt of sin. 
The plague of leprosy was considered under the law, as the most 
unclean disease of any that could come upon any persdn; «id was 
therefore a paiiicular figure of the polluted and unclean state of a 
soul spotted with sin. When Naaman came to the prophet fHisha 
to be cleansed from his leprosy, the prophet sent a messMiger to 
him, saying, ** Qo and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy 
" flesh shall come again to thee and thou shalt be clean."* But 
this message was offensive to Naaman's proud and exalted feelings: 
he had rather wash in the rivers of his own country. Yet he could 
not be cleansed till he was obedient; and tiierefore, when he had 
humbled himself, and washed as he was directed, ** his flesh came 
** again like unto the flesh of a litfle child." Thus he received the 
promise and was cleansed. 

29. Herein was plainly prefigured the message which God sends 
to sinners: Go wash in the river of judgment; that is, confess your 
sins and be baptised with repentance, and ye shall become as little 
children and be clean. But how contrary is this message to tiie ex- 
alted nature of man! He had much rather seek religion among the 
formal professors of his own land, where this duty is not required; 
where they Confess their sind in the dark, and wa^ in their own riv- 
ers, or in other words, choose their own ways of making tiiemselves 
Christians. Bat debasing as it may feel to highminded and self-suf- 
ficient souls io become as little children, and come down to the real 
"work of Judgment, by confessing th^ sins to the true witnesses of 
God; yet they can no more be cleansed from sin without passing 
through this work, than Naaman could be cleansed firom his leprosy 
without washing in Jordan. 

30. 8. We find the open confession of sin evidently enjoined and 
plainly supported by many passages of scripture. *^ He that cover- 
" eth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 
*' them shall have mercy.' *t No one will pretend that he can cover 

* 9 King«i T. 10. t ProT. zxviii. 13. 
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lus iMut ftxwEi tho AH-flemn^ eye of God; yet here & a covermg spo- 
ken of, which evidently alludes to concealing them from the wil- 
Mtsea of God, whom he hath s^t to proclaim the light of the glori- 
ous g^ospel, '' and pveach the baptism of repentance for the remis- 
** sion of Mn$."* 

. 31. Agreeable to the testimony of Christ, *^ There is nothing co- 
*' veced that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall not be 
" knawA."t It is certain that nothing can be revealed tvithout being 
brought to the Ught. But where is the light, and what is it ? This 
was {Mainly revealed by Christ, when he said to his (fiscipks '' Ye 
*' mre the light of the world."i if the followers of Christ are tbe 
Ught of the world, then those who walk in darkness must come to 
those whom Christ has declared to be the light of the world, if they 
ewr expect to find the light <^ tnift or be benefitted by it 

33. " Whatsoever doth make manifest is light.'^^ Ail sin is the 
work of darkness, and while it remains in darkness, it is concealed; 
but when it is brou^t to the light, it then appears as it is. And the 
only way for sinners to luring tiieir evil deeds to the light, is to reveal 
them, by confesnon, to those who are declared to be the light of tbe 
world. Here they must be uncovered and brought to tiie light: for 
a thousand confessions made in secret, (in the dark,) will never bring 
one sin to the light, and if the evil deeds of sinners are not brought to 
• the light, they never can be pataway. Therefore he who is not willing 
to confess his sins to the follow^s of Christ, who are the light of the 
worid, need never expect to get rid of them, nor find the forgiveness 
of God. Li this manner they came to the light in Clirist^s first ap- 
pearing. In tlie beginning they came to John, *^ confessing their 
*' sins.'NI Id the apostte's days, ** Many that believed came, and 
" confessed, and showed their deeds."ir 

33. Again : ** If we confess our sins, he is faithfid and just to for- 
give vsour sins, and to cleanse us fit>m all unrighteousness.*'** If 
man is required of God to confess hi» sins in secret <m]y, or to ac- 
knowledge himself a sinner, without bringing his evil deeds to the 
light, we would ask, why are not those who practice this manner of 
confession, deansed from all unrighteousness ? Is God unffdtybl to 
his promise ? Or did the s^)oslle declare a He ? No one will pretend 
to answer these queslions in the afiirmative. What then is^tiie mat- 
ter ? '< All Qitfighteousness is sin,'' as the same apostle declBre8.tt 
but they go on, continually confessing in the same manner, and are 
as continually committing sin, according to their confessions. Hence 
Aey are witoesses against themselves, that they are still unri^eoos; 
therefcwe it is evident that they do not confess their shis to God's ac- 

• Mark i. 4, and Lake iii. 8. t Luke xii 2. t Matt v 14. 

i Eph. V. IS. il Matt. iii. 6. % AcU xix. IS* 

•• 1 John i. 0. t* 1 John v. If. 
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eepiuac^i and thU it the true and only reason why ihaj donot retekv^ 
the proioisa. 

34. 9. No truth is naore eleaiiy estab^hed in the sacred writings 
than this; that God always had his witnesses, who acted as agehts 
between God and man; sometiines to plead the cause of man before 
God, as mediators; and sometimes to communicclte the will of Qod 
to man, as messengers. And it is equally trUe that Grod ahrajrs re- 
quired man to receive these witnesses m his name, and to render im- 
plicit obedience to them; nor could mankind ever find acceptance 
with God in any other wigr. The testimonies of Jesus Ghrist are 
very plain on this sidlijeet: " Verily, verily^ I say unto you. Ho 
** that receiveth whomsoever I send, receiveth me; and he that re- 
*' cetveth me, receiveth him that sentme."^ And again: *' Inasmuch 
** as ye have done it unto one of the least ^ these my brethren, ye 
** have done it unto me.^'t Since then, we are required to receive 
C^bdst through Ms witnesses, or those whom he sends, and since what 
we do to them, we do to him, it necessarily follows that, if we con- 
fess our. sins to them, or in their presence, as his witnesses, woreaUy 
do it to Christ: nor can we be accepted ^rt of this. 

3^. We reiidily adnnt that no man, of hkns^, hath power to for- 
give sm; that power murt proceed from God. The forgiveness of 
son, after confosaaon, must be wrought by^tbe c^ration of the l^irit 
of God. Bi^ the pstHnise of God is stffe; and, *' the Son of man 
*' hath power on earth to forgive sins-'^t Therefore, if the sinner, on* 
his part, is honest and fiuthfol in his confession, he can have no cause 
to distrust the mevcy of God, and he soon finds ^ proof of it in his own 
souly by a sensible manUestatien of that kmay[>le power which re- 
moves every feeliBg of condemnation which he before felt, and fills 
his soul with comfort and peace. And this power is an evident 
{woof to him that his confession is acceptable to God. 

36. But it is propmr to remark h&ee, that this power must necessa- 
rily come throui^some me^um, ejAtar through the witness to whom 
the confesBon was made, or some other person who had before re-^ 
coivod it, and who, by his q>iritual travel, stands in a nearer relation- 
to God than the sinner can do in that situation. Besides, as before 
observed, Grod always dispenses the power of sidvatton to man through 
tiie agency of man; and therefore the power of forgiveness which 
souls receive from God, mtist come through the witnesses or servants 
of God, who stand in ^at lot, as agents or mediators between God 
and man.. The sinner may indeed receive a reflection of divine li^ht, 
which may give him some view of hk situation, and produoe a con- 
vifitioB of sift; and it may point him to the true light, and thus ena- 

• John ziii. SO. and Matt x. 40. t Matt. xxr. 40. t Mark ii. 10. 
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bto Mm to oome to it. Butas oeitenilya9lieemBe»tot]ietnie%l]iC« > 
he must make manifest his evil deeds; and he never can recdrme tbe 
aMding* treasures of salvation in any other waj. 

37. Certain it is tet man, in his fallen state, can never •come im^ 
modiately to Qod;* but whatever he receives from Ood, of a i^- 
ritual nature, must either come to Inm through ministering spirits, or - 
be communicated through living witnesses on earth. Therefore, tho' 
a person under the powerful convicdon of ^i not loaowing the troe 
oidnr of Qod for the confession and forghwness of sin, maj cry to 
God for deliverance, and may have its burden of condemoalioii re- 
moved or suspended, for a time, by the operation of some miokter- 
ing spirit, and foel Ms soul comforted for a season; yet, as the trea- 
sures of the goipel, for fallen man, are committed to *' earthen ves- 
*^ sels,** and as ** the Son of man hath placed power on earth to 
" ibrgive sins;*' therefore sin cannot fimdly he te^ien' away firom aigr 
soul, vrithout a confossion in the (»der <^ Clod's appeii^ment to his 
livmg witnesses. This doctrine may appear new and strange to ma- 
ny of our readers; but it is agreeable to the testimony of £tbii«al 
Teuth. 

28. Jesus Christ, after Ins resurrection, appeared to his di8cq)les, 
and said, '' Peace be unto you; as my Father ha& seat me, evenso 
*' send I you* And when he had, said this he breathed on them, and 
" saith unto them. Receive ye the Holy (Shoft. Whosoever sins ye 
''remit, tliey are remitted unto them; and whosoever ans ye retan, 
" ihey are retained, "t Thus he commissioned them to preach the 
gospel of peace, and gave them power to remit and retnin sins. Bai 
this powor was contained in tiie Holy Spirit which th^ received. And 
thus the apostiies and elders of the diurch idl had ^lat power com- 
mixed to them; and so it is in thb day. 

39. Witi[H>ut this Divine power, neither 4fae aposdesncnr any others 
co«ild ever remit or retain the sins of tibose who came to make con- 
fession: hence they were dqiendent upon the will of -God, manifested 
in -tins Holy Spirit which they had received; and therefore, in idl 
their ministrations, they were directed by the gift <^ God. Thie ia 
agreeable to the testimony of Jesus: " I do notlnng of myself; but 
'* as my Father hatii taught me, I i^eak ^ese things. — He that be- 
'* Iwveth on me, the works that I do, shall he cb alsOir^-And whatso^ 
<* ever ye riiall ask in my name, that wUl I do, that tiie Father may 
" be glorified in the Son."* 

40. So it is m the present day; ev&ey leader and elder in the 
ctoreh of Ciffist, is as much dependent on the gift of God, in all hb 
qnrituid ministrations, as a clnki is dependent en its parents; nor do * 
they ever pretend otherwise. Therefore, tho* they are tiie agents, or 

♦Johui. 18. t Joha XX. 21, 22, 23. * John viu.aSand xiv.13, 13. 
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earthen vessels^ (as the apostle expresses it,) to whom this treasure 
is committed; yet should tbey attempt to act of tbemselres, in this 
holy vocation, without looking to God, and feeling their dependence 
on his Holy Spirit, they would soon loose all their spiritual power, 
and be as destitute as Sampson was of natural power after his head 
was shorn. 

41. It appears by the preceding: observations, that the law of Mo- 
ses enjoined the confesnon of sin to the priests and elders of the peo- 
ple; that the manner and order of confession was plainly pointed out 
under the law; andtiiat the figures of the law, on tiiis point, evidently 
alluded to the manner in which it was to be practiced under the gos- • 
pel. It also appears that the operations of the Spirit of Grod, in the . 
wofk of conviction, dearly teaches that confessions ought to be made 
before the witnesses of Grod; that reason teaches the propriety and • 
coMstency of it; that Jesus Christ taught it; and that it was practi- 
ced under the miaistnilion of Jolm die Baptist, and in the priauttve 
chnech until the falling away. And this doctrine of auricular con- 
fession (as it is called) was well known to the catholic fathers, and 
was practiced by them; and that it was then or shortly after, wick- 
edly Gorn^ted in the Catholic church; so that its blessed efifects were 
eatirely lost many hundreds of years before the reformation from po- ^ 
p«vy took place. 

42. But man is not required to confess his sins befcnre the wicked ; 
fo^ this would be like bringing darkness to darkness, which would 
naturally produce an increase cf darkness upon the soul. Yet if any ' 
oae have wronged any of his fellow creatures, he is bound to confess 
the wrong, and make restitution to the injured person, as far as pos- 
sible, accwding to the strict demands of justice; otherwise he can 
never find a just relation to the work of God. According to the words 
of Christ; '* If ye have not been fidthful in the unrighteous mammon, 
(that is, in tempcnral things,) who will commit to your tiust the true 
riches V* Luke xvi. 11. But the true order of confession requires ' 
the mnner to come before one or more of the real witnesses of truth, * 
who possess the Spirit of Christ, and there honestly confess, as in the 
presence of God, the particulars of all his transgressions. 

43. As light makes mamfest, and truth reveals the real state of 
souls, so tins doctrine proceeds from the attribute of light in God, and 
is supported by Divine Truth: and in it is displayed the virtues of 
humility and honesty. And thus a true principle of light is planted • 
in man, by which souls find forgiveness of their sins and acceptance 
with God : and this is the only means of introduction into the kingdom 
of light Hence the doctrine is revived, and fully established in this . 
day of Christ's second appearing, as the only door of hope for the' , 
fallen race of man, and the only entrance into the Kingdom of Christ. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Resurrection, 

1. TttB RMunection is a ^k>otriiie generally bMieyed by all who 
pfdess a belief in the Chrntian religioB. But what constitutes the 
real nature and sobstance of the resonrection, seems to be a subject 
of dispute anong^ many. The most general and'populiyr belief is, 
thatthe niktural bodyof mttn, oonnstiAg of flesh and blood and bones, 
aftex being divested of the s^rit or Uyiag soul, and conmg^Md to the 
gtave, will, at a certain futiffe period of time, be raised frcHn the 
dust of the «arth, with which it had been blended by dissol^ion, and 
be feawaiated with tiie sape li^4ng q>irit, aud anaigned before the 
judgment seat of Chfist, there to be judged and oooaigned to a stale 
<rf everiastii^ happiness or misery. Thb dectiitte is genen^y be- 
lieved to accord strictiy with the testim<my of the scripturos, and 
therefore supposed to be well founded. To ^radieate these long es- 
tid^iished imptessions, and conyinGe maidcind that they lore «:ioneous 
and antichristian, and not taught by divine revelation, is a task of no 
small Dmgnitude. 

8. ''ThatthepewHlbearesunectionof the dead, botii of the just 
''and unjust,"^ is a truth which all must ac^owledge; for Jesus 
Oxnsk himsdif plidnfy testified it, and also his fq)os3es atter him : and 
withoi^ it the hc^ of the Christian is vain, and bis faith vain% Jesus 
Christ testified, saying, *' The hour is coming, aand now is, 
'* when the dead shall .hear the voice of the Son of God; and they 
^r that hear shaU live." And again; *' Marvel not at this: for the 
*' boar is coming, in. the which all thai are in the graves,t shall 
** hear Ids v^ce, and shall come forth; they that have done gQod» 
'* unto the resuneetion of life, and they thi^ hove done evil, unto the 

* Actazziv. 15. 

tJMvyjlJLSiof^, i' e. monutmnu ot jiaeet of remembrance. Much stress is laid upon 
tiie word graves^ as evidence that Christ alladed particalarly to the nattiral body ; bat 
the original word whi<A is tran^ted graves^ was Bsed by the anoicnt Greeks to sigoify 
flaces of remembrancej called by the Romans motiumentai in Ei^lisb monuments, which 
18 a more correct translation than graifes. Btit if those only who have monuments erect- 
ed ti their memory arete be raised, the number must be very small in propertion to the 
whole human race : for a vast portion have never even had the honor of being pat into 
graves. Jesns evidently used the expression in a C^orative sense, to show that me time 
WAS approaflhing:. in w)ucb all the fallen race, in their n^ous plac^ and ordersi would 
be brought to a remembrance or consideration of thei*- lost stale, and of what they had 
done; and tbat&eir past lives, with alt their sins, would come into nffiembraBee and 
be clearly laid qpen to their view: and being waked up to a sense of feeling. 1^ the 
sonnd of Uie everlasting gospel, winch is the v6ice of the Son of God, they womd either 
come u> the reMrreetioa of life, by honeMly eonfessiiig their siiw, tttd obeying the gWK 
Cii' 2.? resurrection of damnation, by obstinately refusing to comply with the 
cMU Of the goq^; m many are now doing, contrary to their own light and oonnotioa. 
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•' resurrectu>n of damnation."* Many other passages might be add- 
ed in proof of the resurreciion of the soul; but all this has no refer- 
ence to the natural body, except as a figure. (See NoteTB.) This 
will appear evident from' the following considerations: 

3. 1. Jesus Christ, when on earth, declared himself to be the re- 
surrection: ** I am the resurrecfion and the life: he that believeth in 
** me, tho' he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth, and 
*' believeth in me, shall never die."t If then, Christ is the resurrec- 
tion and the life, it necessarily follows, that all who are in Christ, are 
in the resurrection of life, whether their bodies be dead or living. 
And also, if he that believeth in Christ, shall live, tho' his body be 
dead; then it must be the soul to which Christ had reference: for 
the dead body of a man cannot believe, any moTe than the dead 
carcass of any other animal. And again: If by the expression, 
** Whosoever liveth, and believeth in me, shall never die," Christ 
alluded to the animal body, his promise has certainly failed : for the 
bodies of all Christians do die. Therefore Christ must have had 
particular reference to the soul, and not to Hie body. 

4. Hence it is clearly evident that the reanimation of the natural 
body, after its return to the dust, is not necessary to constitute that 
kind of resurrection to which Cluist alluded. He evidently meant 
(hat in him was that spiritual life which constitutes the true resurrec- 
tion; and that those who believe in him, and receive his life, are 
made partakers of his resurrection : for it is the power of eternal life^ 
dwelling in him, which-in truth constitutes the resurrection. 

5. 2. The apostle Paul plainly testifies that, ** Flesh and blood 
" cannot inherit the Kingdom of God; neitiier doth corruption inherit 
** incorruption.''t Therefore the natural body, which is composed of 
flesh and blood, and returns to corruption, can never be admitted into 
Heaven, even upon the supposition that it could be raised from the 
dust and be reanimated. Oif course it must either remain upon the 
earth or go to hell; and therefore its resurrection can be of no benefit 
to the believer, seeing that, according to the apostle's doctrine, it must 
necessarily be excluded from the Kingdom of Heaven. " Neither 
doth corruption inherit incomiption." ITie natural body of man is 
corruptible. If then, as some say, it is to be so transformed as to 
become incorruptible, then corruption must inherit incorruption; 
which is contrary to the apostle's express declaration. 

6. But (says the objector) the same apostle testifies, in the same 
chapter that, " The dead shall be raised incorruptible." Very true; 
but what dead ? Surely the apostle could not mean the dead bodies 
of men and women: for these are made up of flesh and blood, and 

• John V. 35, 38, 90. t John xi. 25, 96. 1 1 Cor. xv. 00. 
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have returned to corruption.; and certainly he would not contradict 
himself, and that in the same chapter too. The apostle here alluded 
to dead souls, those who were dead in trespasses and sins. 'VAb 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.'** [See 
jKfote C] The sound of the gospel trumpet wakes up souls who are 
dead in the works of Adam, and raises theni to the life of Christ; and 
tnus they come into the resurrection, according to the testimony of 
Christ to Martha; '* lam the resurrection, and the life: he that be- 
fieveth in me, tho' he were dead, yet shall he live." 

7. But the apostle says, *' This corruptible must put on incom^ 
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality.'' This is also true; 
but in what sense ? It is impossible for corruption itself to put on in- 
corruption; and it is equally impossible for mortality to put on im- 
mortality. Such a transformation can no more take place than sin 
can be transformed into holiness. Yet a soul lost in a corrupt na- 
ture, and clothed with a corruptible body,' may put on incorruption. 
^ut then all that corruptible stu£f which it possesses, whether of body 
or spirit, must be put off: for corruption and incorruption can never 
dwell together. So also a soul who possesses a mortal body, may 
put on immortality; but that immortality can never render the body 

immortal. Nor can any soul be completely happy in its immorta- 
lity, until it is divested of its mortal body, and of every thing else 
which is either mortal or corruptible. When this takes place, then 
** Death is swallowed up in victory." 

8. Some have attempted to support the absurd notion, that the 
natural body is to be transformed into a spiritual body. But no 
transformation whatever can ever cliang^ matter into spirit. " That 

. '' which is born of the flesh, is flesh; and that which is born of the 
'* spirit, is spirit." And tho' the living spirit may be enclosed in a 
body of flesh; yet they cannot be so blended together as to become 
one in essence. The one is natural, temporal and mortal, and must 
perish, like all other material substances; Rnd tlie other, being of a 
spiritual and eternal substance, must exist forever. But even ad- 
mitting the supposition, that the natural body could be transformed 
into a spiritual body, its original materials, being composed of flesh 
and blood, must necessarily be excluded from the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

. 9. 3. It is universally acknowledged that, " God is a Spirit;" that 
ihe Almighty Creator and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not 
possess a natural body of flesh and blood, like mortal man; and it is 
also admitted that he is infinitely more great and glorious in all his 
Divine perfections than any created being whatever; consequently he 

• Thi« eives no promise to those who will not come into Christ '* If any man be in 
** Christ, he is a new creature : old things are passed away; behold, all things are be- 
" come new, an4 all things arf of God.'^ 9 Cor. v. J 7, 18. 
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neieas no iUKtntn] hodj to comf^te fais gtory. it then fblkmra, ihat 
the natural body is not necessary to complete the ha})piness of man: 
f(yr if man really needs a natural body to complete his happiness, 
then he must need something more than his Creator possesses, in o^ 
der to be completely happy, which is a complete absurdity. 

IQ. But if the natural body of man is not necessary to complete 
bis happiileas, then why should it be raised again ? In its present 
state, it is considered as a ctog to the soul; and if the soul of man 
is to be clogged with a natural body to the endless ages of eternity, 
while the angeis and ixdnistering spirits have no such clog, how can 
he ever be made equal to the atigds ? He must, upon this princi- 
ple, forefer remain inferior, without the most distant hope of ever be- 
coming equal; yet according to die testimony of Jesus Christ, *' they 
are equal unto the angels;*' and, " Know ye not," saifh the apostle 
Faul, ** that we shall Judge angels ?"* Thus the doctrine of a na- 
tural resurrection appears altogether inconsistent and unreasonable. 

11. 4. Every discerning person will doubtless acknowledge that 
the flesh is a clog to the spirit, or in other words, that the body is a 
cA&g to the soul. And ihough the body is given as a temporal tabema^ 
cle for the soul to act in, and prove its obedience and subjection to 
tiie ^ill of God, in a state of humiliation; yet it was intended from the 
beginning, that the soul ^ould, in due time, be released from it, and 
ecijc^ a iMe ot greater freedom than it was capable of enjoying in it. 
And as the righteous are capable of enjoying more happiness when 
released from the body, than they can possibly enjoy in it; so the 
wicked ai% capable of suffering more misery in a separate state, 
than they can possibly suffer in the body vrithout destroying the life 
of the body. Hence a separate state is indispensably necessary for 
both the righteous and the wickedT that both may be able to feel and 
sensibly realize the due reward of their deeds. But they never can 
return again to their earthly tabernacles. 

12. 5. The resurrection, in its fulness, is the highest state of glo- 
ry ever expected by the saints. But according to the doctrinia of a 
carnal resurrection, the highest state of glory to be obtained by the 
righteous, cannot be realized short of raising up that dead and disor- 
ganized matter which once constituted the soul's earthly tabernacle. 
And if the soul must again be confined in this, and clogged with it, 
in order to be made perfect in glory, it must be because this dead 
matter, which was originally composed of the elements of the natu- 
ral world, is of a nature superior to the soul, which is composed of 
the elements of the spiritual world; how else could it possibly in- 
crease the glory of the soul by being reunited with it ? For it is ob- 
vious that in this case, the body must be first in view, and therafore 

• Luke XX. 36, and 1 Cor. vi. 3. r^ i 
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must forever eclipse the g^l<H*y of the soul. But this airaurd doe'* 
trine would, if true, wholly reverse the established order of God's 
creation, in which the earthly part was formed as a mere temporary 
shadow, to represent that spiritual and eternal subirtance, which was 
to succeed. 

13. 6. The vfork of God in the new creation, is a spiritual work, 
and not natural. '^ That was not first which is spiritual, but that 
which is natural, and afterward that which is. spiritual."* The 
present world with all that pertains to it, is natural and temporal, 
being* created for time; and cus before stated, it is but a shadow or 
figure of the spiritual world. And though the shadow or figure of a 
thing may represent &e substance; yet every (me knows that it 
can never be transformed into the substance which it is designed to 
represent. The picture of a tree can never be transformed into a 
real tree, nor can the shadow of a man, ever become a living man, 
CSee note D.) 

14. The great object and design of the resurrection is to raise 
soids out of their natural, fallen and depraved state, into a sjHritual 
and heavenly slate; it must therefore be a spiritual, and not a natu- 
ral work. To suppose it a natural work, designed to operate upon 
natural bodies, so as to transform them from sordid dust to a heaven- 
ly and eternal state of existence, is to render the spiritual creation 
of God subservient to natural and material substances, and depen- 
dent on such for its accomplishment; or else it must suppose the na- 
tural to be superior to the spiritual. In either case, it must also sup- 
pose the natural bodies of men to be eternal, as well as Uieir souls, 
since they are to be raised up and eternally reunited to the soul. Such 
absurdities are too glaring to obtain the credit of any enlightened soul. 

15. But (replies the objector) il is to be raised a spiritual body, 
as saith the apostle : '' It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spirit- 
ual body." Very good ; this is agreeable to our faith; this point 
once granted, and the dispute is at an end. But if it is to be raised 
a spiritual body, it cannot be made up of the materials which com- 
pose the natural body; for it would then be a natural body still, and 
must be seen by the natural eye; whereas a spiritual body cannot be 
discerned by the natural eye. *^ The natural man receiveth not the 
*' things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither 
** can he know them, because they are spiritually discemed."f 

16. Yet when the natural man hears of the resurrection, he readi- 
ly applies it to the reanimation of the animal body, fully believing 
that to be its true meaning. But if his ideas of it are correct, th^i 
he receives and understands the highest spiritual woric of Grod that 
will ever be revealed on earth, by the gospel. If this be so, it en- 

• 1 Cor. XV. 46. 1 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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tir^y falsifies the apostle's declaration. As the new creation of God, 
in the spiritual world, with all that pertains to it, is spiritual, and not 
natural; so nothing which is natural can be admitted into it There- 
fore the natural body of man, with all those materials of which it is 
composed; must be forever excluded from it. 

17. 7. The apostle Paul, in his speech before King Agrippa, ex- 
psesses himself as follows: " Having therefore obtained help of God, 
*' I continue unto this day, witnessiiig both to small and great, say- 
*' ing none other things than those which, the prophets and Moses did 
" say should come; that Christ should suffer, and that he should be 
** ihe first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light un- 
*' to the people, and to the Gentiles.''* 

18. If then, by the rising from the dead, we are to understand 
the reanimation of the natural body, Christ was not the first who 
rose : for, according to the testimony of the scriptures, there had been 
no less than six dead bodies, reanimated and raised up, before Christ 
arose, three of which he himself had raised. Perhaps it will be 
said, that he was the first who rose in that extraordinary manner.t 
Let this be granted; but if it be still contended that his natural body 
was reanimated, and that this was his real resurrection to which the 
apostle had reference, let the manner be never so extraordinary, this 
does not alter the case ; it was not the first dead body that had been 
raised, and, of course, not consistent with the testimony of the 
apostle. Hence the apostle must have had reference to a spiritual 
resurrection, or Christ could not have been the first that rose from 
the dead. [See Note £.] 

19. The resurrection of the natural body of man, is strongly ar- 
gued from the supposed resurrection of the natural body of Jesus 
Christ, which is thought to be established beyond dispute, by the fact 
that it was not found in the sepulchre where it was laid, and by seve- 
ral particular circumstances connected with his appearance to his 

• Acts xxvi. 22, 28. See also 1 Cor. xv. 20 : Col. i. 18, and Rev i. 5, 
t The resurrection of Jesus Christ was, indeed, more extraordinary than the natural 
man cau have any conception of; because it was a spiritual resurrection, the first and 
the greatest that ever did or ever «an take place on earth. But if it had been nothing 
more than the reanimation or rising of hid earthly tabernacle or natural body, it could 
not have been so extraordinary as that of Lazarus, who rose in open sight of many of 
the Jews, after he had been in the grave four days, and was seen personally alive, pro- 
bably by thousands who were open enemies ; whereas Jesus could not have been dead 
much over thirty-six hours, having expired about the ninth hour, which, according to 
our computation, was 3 o'clock in the afternoon, on the sixth day of the week, and rose 
very early on the morning of the first, (which was the third day after his crucifixion) 
probably before 4 o'clock ; for the women were at the sepulchre very early, •' when 
it was yet dark," and the sun, at that season of the year, must have risen before six, 
(it being in April) and the day must then have dawned soon after 4 o'clock. Besides, 
no one saw him rise, nor do we learn that any one saw him after he had risen, ex- 
cept his own disciples, and those that believed on him. But even if he had been seen 
to roll away the stone himself, and come out alive, in the open view of as many people 
as saw Lazarus rise, taking ail circumstances into consideration, itctiuld not have been 
■o wonderful to the naturu man as the resurrection of Lazarus, who had been in the 
grave four days. 
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disciples after his resurrection; such as the foUowiBg: ^* And ftey 
*^ came and held him by the feet and wonftiiped him. Bdicdd my 
** hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me and isee; for a 
** spirit hath not fiedi and bones, aa ye see me have. And when he 
'* had thus spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet. And 
** after eight days, again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
** them : then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and irtood in th^ 
*• midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saiA he to Thomas, 
" Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach y^r 
*< thy hand, and ^rust it into my side, and be not faithless, but 
" beHeving."* 

20. These passages have been carefully examined and Ailly answev- 
ed by Br. John Dunlavy, of Kentucky,! and therefore it is less ne- 
cessary to enlarge upon the subject here. But it may not be imprc^* 
per to make a few remarks for the reader's consideration. 

21. 1. It is readily granted that the natural body of Jesus was 
raised from the sepulchre and taken away. This was necessaiy, not 
only for the conviction of his disciples, who, befi>re they received 
the Holy Spirit, were but natural men, and liad not themselves re* 
ceived any understanding of the true nature of the resurrection, but 
dlso for the conviction of others who might afterwards receive theif 
testimony; that the disciples, after being convinced themselves, 
might be able to convince a lost world, whbse carnal sense and un- 
derstandings rendered it very difficult for them to believe ^Hritnal 
truths, unless they were confirmed by circumstantial evidences which 
they could not overthrow. For, as their ideas of a resurrection were 
natural, it would have been very difficult to persuade them that Christ 
had risen from the dead, in any manner, so long as they could see 
his dead body still lying in the sepulchre. 

22. 2. His appearing to his disciples in the manner he did, and 
showing his hands and his feet, and his wounded side, his eafing be- 
fore them, and speaking to them as he did, were circumstances evi- 
dently designed to calm their fears and make them conversible, that 
he might be able, in a free and familiar^manner, to gain their faith 
and confidence, and enlighten their understandings, by degrees, con- 
cerning the nature of that spiritual work into which they were soon 
to enter, and which they were not able to understand in their then 
present situation. 

23. Hence it was necessary that the ideas of a natural resurrec- 
tion should first be represented to their minds, as a figure of the 
spiritual, before the fcal nature of the spiritual could be received. 

■ * Matt, xxviii. 9 : Luke xxiv. 33, 40 : John xx. 56* 97. 
t See Duulavy's Manifesto, printed at Preasant Hill, in Kentucky, 1818. 
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It was doubtless for the same cause, that Lazarus and others were 
raised again to natural life; namely, to show forth by these natural 
figures, the certainty of a future resurrection ; but that it was to be 
a spiritual resurrection, could be revealed only by the Spirit. 

24. It may be objected that, if it was not the natural body of 
Jesus Christ which appeared, he must have deceived his disciples, by 
persuading them that it was in reality his natural body, and not his 
^iritual body, while in fact there was no natural body there. This 
does not follow : his appearing to them in different characters, as that of 
a gardener, a stranger, and the like, is liable to the same objections. 
He could not deceive them by talking with them concerning his na- 
tural body, which was but the figure of himself, and the only medi- 
um by which he could represent to them the reality of his resurrec- 
tion, while they were altogether unable to comprehend the substance. 
Had he endeavored to persuade them that there was no substance in 
the case, that it was all a figure, he would have deceived them; but 
this he did not do. He gave them as much light as they, at that 
time, were able to receive, and conveyed it in a manner best adapt- 
ed to their understandings; and what could he do more ? 

25, His expression, ** A spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see 
me have," is no evidence that he then really possessed a body of 
fiesh and bones, any more than his appearing to John as a " Lamb, 
'* having seven horns and seven eyes," was a proof that he was in 
reality^ such a creature. The truth is, he appeared to his disciples 
in the natural form and figure which he had when with them, as a 
man having flesh and bones, and not as a glorified spirit^ and this is 
the true import of his words in the original. (See Note F.) 

26.. 3. Jesus testified to Nicodemus, saying, " No man hath as- 
" cended up to heaven, but he that came down from Heaven, even 
" the Son of man who is in Heaven."* Hence it is evident that, 
as the natural body of Jesus never came down from Heaven, but was 
" made of a woman,'* it could not be that which ascended up to 
Heaven. ** That wliich is born of the flesh, is flesh; and that which 
'* is born of the Spirit, is spirit." And according to the testimony 
of the apostle Paul, before cited, '^ Flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God." None will pretend to deny that the natural 
body of Jesus was made of flesh and blood, like that of any other 
roan; therefore his natural body could not enter and inherit the King- 
dom of God in Heaven. 

, 27. But even admitting that it was indeed the natural body of Jesus, 
the same that was crucified and pierced with a spear, which appeared 
to his disciples, we would ask, Why were the wounds still left in tlie 
body ? Was not God who raised him from the dead, able to heal 

* John iii. 13. 
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his wounds ? Or was it necessary that he should forever bear in his 
body the marks of Jewish barbarity ? If so, how can it ever be a 
glorious body, as it is called ? Besides, if Christ's body is to be 
forever disfigured with the cruel wounds inflicted upon it by his per- 
secutors, then the bodies of his faithful martyrs who have suffered all 
manner of abuse on their bodies, for his sake, must remain in Hhe 
same condition, or they cannot be like their master: and if this is 
to be the case, what a grotesque figure must they make in heaven ? 

28. 4. It must appear quite inconsistent with the established laws 
of living animal bodies to be capable of transformation, so as to ap- 
pear, at will, in different forms, and to pass through material substan- 
ces without making any breach, and to vanish instantly from the na- 
tural sight. This power is generally believed to be peculiar to spi- 
ritual bodies only. Yet it is evident that Jesus Christ not only ap- 
peared to his disciples in a variety of characters^ such as a gardener, 
a traveling stranger, an unbodied spirit, in his natural appearance 
when with them, and with his wounded side and other marks of his 
crucifixion; but he also appeared suddenly in the midst of them, 
while the doors were shut, and as suddenly vanished from their sight. 
He also appeared to John as *' a Lamb having seven horns and seven 
eyes.'** AH these dififerent appearances are evidently far more con- 
sistent with the doctrine, of a spiritual body, than with that of a natu- 
ral one, and afford a conclusive evidence that there was no natural 
body there. 

29. 5. The declaration of the Almighty to Adam, concerning (lie 
forbidden frujt, was positive : " In the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
** shalt surely die/' AH must admit that this death was spiritual, 
and not natural; for, according to the record, Adam lived to the ad- 
vanced age of nine hundred and thirty years. And it will doubtless 
be admitted also, that Christ is the resurrection, according to his own 
testimony; and that he came to redeem man from the death of the 
fall, from that death which he suffered by transgression; to raise hina 
from a death of sin to a life of righteousness; hence this resurrection 
must of necessity be spiritual, and not natural. What authority then 
have we to believe that the natural body of man will ever have any 
share in this resurrection ? 

30. We have the autliority of Job, replies an objector. Job say^, 
** Tho' after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 
'' I see God.''t But it is well known that this translation is disputed 
by those who are acquainted with the Hebrew original. They say 
the particle there translated in is more properly rendered out of or 
from. And we find in the margin of some of our large Bibles, that 
the whole verse is thus translated; *^ After I shall awake, the' this 

* Rev. V. 6. t Job. xix. 26. 
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" body be destroyed, yet out of my fiesh dmll I see God." The 
translators of the Bible doubtless had the same ideas of a carnal re- 
surrection which so generally prevail at the present day; and there- 
fore it was natural for them to translate this passage according ta 
their own belief and understanding, in preference to giving it a dif- 
ferent sense, especially as the words were susceptible of di£ferent 
constructions, and the real meaning might have appeared dubious to 
them. 

31. 6. The established order and progressive growth, maturity, 
decay and dissolution of all things in the natural creation, is a con- 
tinued and striking proof that nothing which becoiqes old and decayg 
or dies, can ever revive and be renewed again. Altho' the old crear 
tion, with all its established order, is to be superseded by the new; 
yet God never designed that the order of the new should be establisb- 
ed on principles contrary to the established order of the old; because 
this would at once defeat the object and design of the old, which was 
to be a figurative representation of the new, and from the spiritual 
substance of the old, the new was to rise. 

32. But if the old natural body is to be raised up again from the 
dust, and established in its original form, in the new creation, it must' 
be on principles directly contrary to the established order of the old 
creation, and must therefore defeat its original design. This would 
render God's plans inconsistent with each other, which cannot be^ 
because God is a consistent Being, and all hb plans are perfectly 
consistent with each otiier. 

33. Let us suppose, tor instance, that instead of raising up a new 
oak from an acorn, which is the natural seed of the old, God should « 
raise up the old oak, which had fallen down and rotted, and mingled 
with the dust of the earth, and should establish it again a living tree; 
would not such a resurrection of the old be directly contrary to the 
original order%nd laws of nature ? And would such a manner of 
operation bear the least shadow of comparison with any of the worics 
of God ? Yet a new and beautiful oak may be raised from the seed : 
or acorn, which is the only living remains of the old; and it may 
also be formed, by the hand of cultivation, into a far more beautiful 
tree tlian the old; and be fitted and prepared for a more exalted 
station than the old tree ever had, or ever could have, without the 
same 'Care and operation. ^ 

34. The same observations will apply to any other tree or plant 
whatever, as well as to many oflier things: for the whole of the old 
creation, in its natural state, is filled with figurative representations 
of things in the new and spiritual creation of God. 

35" Alth6» the language of the apostle Paul is very clear and ex- 
pHcit on this subject, yet it seems that the generality of professing* 
Christians are so far prepossessed in favor of a reaniftiation of the 
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Mme material body, that they really suppose the apostle is support- 
ing that principle, when in troth he is arguing against it. ** Thou 
sowest not that body that shall be." It is generally, but erroneously 
supposed that the apostle here had reference to the burial of a dead 
corpse in the grave; but even admitting that to be his meaning, k 
seems strange that any one should imagine that the apostle meant to 
say the same body should rise again, when his words so plainly im- 
ply the contrary. "^ Thou sowest not that body that shall be." 
Had he omitted the negative adverb* 9to/, and saici, ''Thou sowest 
that body that shall be," we might then suppose that, in this expres- 
sion, he advocated the resurrection of the same body; but then he 
must have contradicted himself; because in other parts of the chap- 
ter he talks very differently. 

36. But the truth is, the apostle, in this expression, had particular 
reference to the act of depositing seed in the earth, as a figure to 
show the nature of the resurrection. For as it is with seed which is 
put into the ground, having a principle of life in itself, and being 
quickened by the power of vegetation, the body of it dies and rots in 
tiie earth, before a new body of the same species can rise from it, 
and come to maturity; so it is with the natural man when sown in 
the gospel field, his spirit must be quickened by the renovating power 
of Christ, and all that belongs to that earthly nature in which he was 
bom and brought up, must die in him; and the soul must be renew- 
ed and grow up into the heavenly nature of Christ, who is the resur- 
recticm and the life. When it is thus raised, it is fit for the King- 
dom of Heaven, but not before. 

37. Again V " Some will say. How are the dead raised up, and 
** with what body do they come ? Thou fool, that which thou sowest 
** is not quickened except it die.** If we are to understand by this 
sowing, the act of putting the dead body into the grave, as some 
suppose, then we must also understand that the dead body dies after 
it is put into the grave, which is a most glaring absurdity. But 
if this be not granted, then the dead body can have no part in the 
resurrection: '' for that which thou sowest is not quickened except 
it die." 

38. " It is sown a natural body." The apostle, in this expression, 
evidently alluded to the sowing of the seed of man, which produces 
a mortal being, m which is a spiritual substance clothed witii a mor- 
tal body, composed of the elements of this world, and in a fallen, 
depraved, corrupted and feeble state, subject to death and exposed 
to sin and misery. And this spiritual substance is that which con- 
stitutes the real man, which, as the apostle says, *' is sown in cor- 
" ruption and raised in incorrupfion — ^is sown in dishonor, and raised 
" in glory — ^is sown in weakness, and raised in power — is sown a 
*' natural body (that is, in a natural body) and raised a i^ritual 
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** body:'' fyr it is evident, and well understood, that wlule the soul 
is in a fallen state, it is considered and accounted natural. Its life 
is natural; and this life must die before it can be raised, to a heavenly 
life. Thus it is plain that, '* there is a natural body, and there is a 
spiritual body." (See Note G.) 

39. *' It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body." 
As the sowing alludes to- the introduction of the natural man into the 
natural world by generation; so the raising alludes to the rising of 
the soul into the heavenly world by regeneration, and thus it becoipes 
a spiritual body. Hence it is not the natural, but the spiritual body 
which comes forth in the resurrection. This may be clearly seen 
and understood in the close of the apostle's discourse on tiiis subject, 
where he respectively points out the descent and order of the natural 
man from the first Adam, who was *^ of the earth, earthy;" and 
the descent and order of the spiritual man from the second Adam, 
who was '* the Lord from Heaven, a quickening spirit.''*' 

40. '* There are celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial," saith the 
apostle, '' but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the 
terrestrial is another." The terrestrial bodies of men and women, 
like the terrestrial bodies of other animals, are composed of the tempo- 
ral elements, and are created for time. But the celestial or spiritual 
bodies of mankind are composed of spiritual elements, and are cre- 
ated for eternity. The true glory of the former consists in their ope- 
rating in their proper places and order, in doing the work required' 
of tiiem in this terrestrial world : while the true glory of the latter 
consists in their operating in their proper places and order, in doing 
the work required of them in the heavenly world. 

41. Thus we may see that the true resurrection consists in the ri- 
sing of the spiritual part of man from the terrestrial elements, into 
which it has been sown hy generation, to the celestial. By the 
operation of the ^irit of Christ, in the work of the regeneration, it 
is formed into a celestial and heavenly body, endowed with im- 
mortality and eternal life, and thus it becomes an everlasting inhabi- 
tant of the celestial world; and thus it is that, ^* this corruptible puts 
on incorruption, and this mortal puts on immortality." This glo- 
rious work of the resurrection has commenced, and will continue 
with increaong power and progress, until all souls shall have expe- 
rienced its effects, either by coming forth to the resurrection of life, 
or to ^e resurrection of damnation. 

42. To sum up the subject of the resurrection, this all-impor- 
tant work, may be considered in a two-fold sense. Firstly, the ris- 
ing of the soul from an earthly body mto a future state, where it re- 
lives, in the world of spirits, in a state of conscious existence, or 

•SMlOor.zv.45,fto. 
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continues to live, in a real spiritual life. In this state, the soul has 
tSl the intellectual powers and faculties of the man, and, in fact, is 
the real man, 

43. This future existence, and life; and the identity of the soul, 
as the man, which had been a matter of doubt and dispute in form- 
er ages, was fully and explicitly declared hf Jesus Christ, as is 
clearly proved. First, in Us answer to th6 Sadducees, who profess- 
ed to brieve M6se» was the Prophet of "Godj but denied the * resur- 
rection, or any future state of conscious existence. See Act^ xxiii. 8 
But Jesus said *to them, ''. now that' the dead are raised (that is, 
theyHve, in afature and higher state of existence,) ' ev^h Moses 
showed at the bush j when he called the Lord, the God of 'Abraham i 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; for he is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living, for all live unto him.'* See Luke xx. 
87 and 38. Thus, plainly testifying^ that if they wer6 not living, 
conscious beings j Uiey must he dead, and God could not be their 
tlod, smce he is God of none but the livmg, or such as have a con- 
scious existence; therefore, in this sense, (as to existing, life,) all 
eouls live untd htm. 

44. This certainly proves that all souls rise from their earthly bo- 
dies, and in a spiritiml state have their real identity and existence, 
^nd dweH in the operatibn of that lifb whidh God gave theth in the 
nature of their creatioir;' hence, in this sense, (as to existing in life) 
ilH souls live unto their <5reator, God. 

46. Secondly: This is proved by his' aftswerto the thief on the 
cross: " Verily I say unto thee, to-day shsdt thou be with me in Pa- 
" radise." Luke xxiii. 43. This must be his living, conscious 
soul; for his body remained on the cross. For, if his soul was to 
be in an unconscious state, Christ's words to him would be no pro- 
mise at all; for who can form an idea of unconscious, intelligent 
life ? The soul is evidently the life, composed of living principles; 
hence j soul and lifBj in the original, are synonymous terms; of 
course, if the soul becomes unconscious; as a being, or of its 
being, it must cease to live, and thus does not exist as the soul, and 
certidnly is not the man; and yet the promise was to be fulfilled that 
very day, to the identical tluef on the cross. 

48.' Thirdly: In Jesus' description of the last judgment, h6 posd- 
iively affirmed the future existence and conscious life of the souls, in 
a spiritual state, both of the righteous and tiie wicked, winch would 
be everiasting; otherwise they could not receive the reward which 
he* unequivocally declared; Therefbre this resurrection, or reliv" 
fw^', which are synonymous, all souls will surely find; not that they wiy 
c^asefrom a living- existence at any time, but their existence will 
be raised out of the body, into a real spiritual state. See Matt. 
XXV. 31 to 46. 
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47. This is the refurrection or future living state, that St Paul 
alluded to when he said, *' If in this life only we haye hope in Christ, 
*' we are of all men the inost miserable.'* 1 Cor. xv. 19. This 
is evidently affirming", if there is no future at ate, in which we live 
in conscious exii^tence, the persecutions and suffaings which we 
have Jo pass through in this life for our faith, renders us more mise- 
rable than all other men, who could eat and drink und enjoy their 
earthly pleasures. 

48. It seems that no rational mind can suppose, on a fair conside- 
ration^ that this could allude to the resurrection or living again of the 
earthly body, which certainly has not now taken place for eighteen 
hundred years; and yet, from his own words, he has been all this 
time in a happy state; for, he te^fied he had 9 great desire to de- 
part from the body ofjlesh and to be with Christ, which is far better. 
See Phil. i. 23. But the wicked, after their short span of vain plea- 
sures, must have been in a far worse state during this lengthy time; 
hence, if the earthly body never rises, the state of the wicked must 
be far the most miserable, for both must have had a living existence 
during all this time, as certainly as the thief on the cross. 

49. Secondly: The resurrection, in its true and highest order, 
which Jesus Christ promised as the object of hope to his followers, 
is the rising from the death of sin, and from the eai^y, carnal nature, 
and life of the earthly natural man, by the travel of regeneration, (for 
no soul can ever rise in Christ by any other means,) ioto the hea- 
venly and divine nature, until the soul and spirit are Raised to, and 
live in, the elements of eternal life, and can never fall nor see death. 

60, This is the resurrection that the man Jesus attained;* other- 
wise he never could have been the first begotten from the dead, nor 
t{he first that should rise from the dead;t for he could not rise from 
the dead, unless he had been formed, soul and body, of the elements 
of that nature which was dead; not dead to living, or conscious ex- 
istence, but to the Divine life. Nor could he, upon any other ground, 
have been *' made in all things like his brethren," to whom he was 
the example, for thb alludes much more to the soul than to the body, 
since all must allow that the soul is the real acting principle, and not 
(he corporal body. Hence, it is the real man, not only in him, but in 
all his brethren, and without this his likeness to his brethren would be 
but a shadow, apd no real substance :t but, as the likeness was real, 
therefore he was their real pattern, and set the example of rising 
from the death of the carnal, and fallen nature, as well as of rising 
inio the nature of eternal life. 

51. Thus, as souls die to sin, as Jesus the anointed did, ^ and as 

* See Acta ii. 22. t See Acts xxvi. 23 : Rev. i. 5. % See H«b. ii. 17. 

h See Rom. vi 10. 
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faxi as aoals die to sin and a sinful nature, to fast Aej rise out of it, 
into (he holy, divine nature of Christ Such are ^e children of 
God, being the children of the resurrection, whom Jesus describes 
iaXuke, xx. 34 to 36. - 

52. In a word, the perfect resurrection, is rising from (not in, 
nor into,) the nature and life of the earthly man, into the nature and 
life of the heavenly man; and thus, becoming the real children of 
the divine parentage, formed in the very nature of eternal liSb. 
Then is Christ's promise to his sheep fblfilled.** This is the true re- 
surrection, and there is no other in Christ, whether it be considered 
individually or collectively, as rektmg to his visible body, Ae Church. 
This is the resurrection, which we have illustrated, as fiidly as appears 
expedient, in the preceding part of this chapter. Let all candid 
. souls read and understoT^. 



CHAPTER VI. 
The Day of Judgment. 

1. The Day of Judgment is inseparably connected with the Re- 
surrection; and tho' the belief in bo& is probably as extensive and 
universal as the profession of die christian religion, jret mankind ap- 
pear to be as much in the dark with respect to the former as the 
latter. But that '< God hath appointed a day in which he will judge 
" the world in righteousness," and render impartial justice to every 
rational soul, is a truth which cannot reasonably be disputed. Such 
a judgment was frequently alluded to by the patriarchs and prophets, 
from the earliest ages of the world; and was afterwards more fully 
declared and confirmed by our Lord Jesiis Christ and hit apostles. 
Indeed such a judgment is indispensably necessary, from the very 
nature of righteousness and justice in Grod. 

2. But what is this day of Judgment ? and in what manner is it 
to be brought about ? These are questions of no small concern to 
mankind, and especially to those who profess the christian religion. 
Many who call themselves Christians, are firm and confident in the 
belief that tiie day of judgment is a certain appointed day, yet fu- 
ture, in which the whole creation will be put in tiie most terrible 
commotion; when the Lord Jesus Christ wOl suddenly descend f)rom 
beyond the starry regions, and personally appear in the imtnral ele- 
ments of clouds and flaming fira, surrounded with myriads of taints 
and angels, and with a voice surpassing ten thousand thunders, will 

• See John x. 87 to SO. 
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call up all tbe dead bodies of Adam'a race from Iheir gravet, and 
iheir •ouls from the eternal world, and cause them to appeaTi soul 
and body, in full form and stature, and in all their former life and 
aeasation, before his awful throne in the skies, there to receiye their 
final and irrevocable sentence of sal\^tion or damnation. 

3. .But we would ask how these ideas of the day of judgment can 
be reconciled with the opinion generally entertained, by these same 
aort of Christians, that the final and everlasting fate of the soul is 
decided at the hour of death ? If the soul of a man or woman who 
falls a victim to the grim messenger of death, is thenceforth imme* 
<iiately adjudged and consigned to eternal happiness or misery, with- 
out the possibility of a reversal, why should it be called up again to 
receive a second sentence; which, upon these principles, must neces- 
sarily be the same as the former f 

4. If the day of probation ends at death, and the fate of the soul 
is then unalterably foed, according to the opinion of these Christians, 
what can be the object of a day of judgment of tiie preceding de- 
jcription ? Such a resurrection would undoubtedly i^rd a miracu- 
lous display of power to the view of the natural man; but if those 
who ^ere thus raised from the dead had already recMved their final 
aentence, what advantage is to be derived from such a day of 
judgment ? The resurrection may be needful to answer their plan, 
but of what use is the judgment, since their fate is already decided f 

5. But we view the day of judgment in a very different light from 
all this. We view it as a work which has already commenced; a 
work which we ourselves have seen s^d felt, and can therefore testify 
from our own experience, that it is a work which, tho' unseen by the 
natural man, is real and substantial; and tho' gradual and progres- 
sive in its op^ratioBS, it is ceilain and effectual, and will continue 
to increase in power till a full and final separation shall be made be- 
tween good and evil. Thii work will be accomplished, both by the 
order and course of God's providence, and by the operation of the 
Spirit of Christ in his chosen witnesses, agreeable to ancient predic- 
tion: '* Behold, the Lord cometii in ten thousands of his saints,* to 
'* execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly 
** among them, of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
" committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners 
'* have spoken against hiaL."t 

6. Here is a true description of the work of the judgment day* 
First, to separate between the principles of good and evil, and to con- 
vince souls of their ungodliness; and secondly, to render impartial 
Justice to all souls, according to their works, after giving them a 

• "/•» mfrimdt of his saiote,*' aeoording to the originul, the Orertc prepomtkNi fv 
cifni&et I'a, aiid ought lo be so irajiHlaied t Jud« 14, IS. 
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free and fair choice between good and evil. The same woik is also 
alliided to- lathe vision of the prophet Daniel. '' The Kingdom 
*^ and dominion, and the greatoiess of the 'kingdom mider flie 
'^. whole heaven, shall be given to the peo^e of the saints of the 
*^ Most High;" and **' the judgment was set, and the books were 
" opened.*'* 

7. That the saints are to jiidge the world, is a doctrine which 
was taaght in the primitive church. Thus saith Paul to the (Corinthians; 
^M>o ye not know that the saints shall judge the world ?''t And 
again : " Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judg- 
^ ment; and some men they follow after." Hence it is evident thai 
aU sin must be brought to judgment; and this work of judgmenl 
ec»nmences by bringing souls to a honest eonfesinon of their- siris. 
Here a door is set open, and a free, differ is made for aii sOuk to en- 
ter in, and bring their sins to judgment by confeseaon. And those 
who honestly do this, will have their sins separated from th^m by the 
spirit <of judgment, and the purifying fire of the gospel: and thus the 
soul will be justified. 

8. But those who refiise to come to this equitable and righteous 
judgment of Christ, their sins will follow them to the judgment of 
condemnation. '^ For if we would ju4ge oui^lves we should not be 
" judged. '^^ That ib, if we try ounielves by the righteous judgment 
of God^ and ccmdemn all evil, and separate ourselves from it, and 
cleave only to that which is good, we shall not be judged to conden^- 
nation. But it we do not judge ourselves in this mamiery^ wt& shall 
be judged unworthy of any portion with Jhe . righteoQS. 

9» iniis.Bay of Jiidgment^^s now commenced, and GU>d has be* 
gun io' judge the nations of the earth, who have loi^g been erring io 
judgment and straying from the ^ihs of justice and truth; and this 
righteous judgment will never cease until the. work of Grod i^all be 
fully accomplished. 

10. It will prove efficacious in its operations, and will be made 
manifest in the conviction of evil of every description, and in the 
full developement of error of eyery kind, whether in judgment, 
opinion or practice. It will produce in the wiilfet^ and obedient, the 
effisotual destructicMi of aH kinds of vice and immorality, and every 
prkciple of evil. It will enlightbn mankind in the knowledge i^ 
the tru&, and widely extend the benign principles of peace and good 
will to man. It will greatly increase the practical duties of huma- 
. nity, benevolence and charity, and produce a universal (fiffusion of 
divine light, and the knowledge of salvation; and in the end it will 
effect the final decision and termination of the probationary state 
of all souls. 

• Dan. vii 10 and 27. t 1 Cor. vi. 2. XI Cor. 3d ai. 
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11. This Day of Judgment will be gradual and progressive, but 
certain and effectual; and will continue until a full and final separa- 
tion shall be made between good and evil. Then shall the righteous 
no longer suffer under the oppressive ha^ds of the wicked; nor shall 
fbe wicked any more shelter himself under the banners of the 
righteous; but each shall reap the reward of his own doings, whether 
they be good or evil", for God will search the heart and try tjhe reins 
of every creature. 

12. Then shall the covering be taken off from all people, and the veil 
be removed from all faces. Then shall Antichrist no longer beguile 
mankind with the mere name of religion in which there is no reality; 
nor his ministers any more deceive souls with the hope of salvation 
in their sins. Fraud and violence, theft and robbery, pride and am- 
bition, malice and envy, falsehood and deception, and every species 
of wickedness will be completely uncovere«l, and appear in all tlieir 
naked deformity; nor will it be in the power of man to conceal tjbe 
smallest crime: for every ' secret sin will be fully brought to view. 
Then shall be accomplished the testimony of the Lord Jesus; " There 
*- is nothing covered that shall not be revealed; neither hid that shall 
*- not be known.*'* 

13. All these things will be effectually accomplished by the un- 
erring Judgment of God. The judgment is ah-eady set, and tiie 
books cire opening, and all flesh shall be judged according to the 
deeds done in the body. The book of life will be displayed, in due 
time, before the face of every human being, and every secret action 
will be brought to light, and it will be seen and known what kind of 
lives all have lived. Good and evil will then be made manifest to 
all, and in all; and that which was long ago spoken by the prophet 
Malachi, will then be clearly known and understood : " But who 
** may abide the day of his coming ? and who shall stand when he 
** appeareth ? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap. 
** And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall puri- 
" fy the sons of Levi, and purge tiiem as gold and silver, that they 
** may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness."! Then shall 
righteousness reign triumphantly over iniquity, " and all shall know 
" the Lord, from the least to the greatest." 

14. This work having already commenced, will continue its pro- 
gressive influence till all souls shall have seen and felt its purifying 
e£fects; or, through wilful disobedience shall have rejected their day 
of trial, because of the cross, and numbered themselves with the im- 
penitent and rebellious, as vessels of wrath fitted for destruction. 
But this day of judgment is yet in its beginning; it is yet like the 
little stone, spoken of by the prophet Daniel, and which pointed to 

• Luke xu. 3. t Mai. iii. 9, 3. 
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fliU vwry work. It will yet grow and incieaae till it iImJI bieakia 
pieces the mighty image; the pride of human nalmra, and the pow«r 
of Antichrist shall fall before it, and become *' like the chaff of the 
summer threshing-floors," and be driren away with the wind: 
while the little unseen, tho' powerful agent, idiall increase and 
grow^ tin, like a mountain of righteousness, U shall fill the wbde 
earth.** 

15. This worktho' powerful and efSdC&WB in its operations, wiU at 
the same time, be so apparently slow in its progiess, and so much 
out of sight of the natural man, that those who, throu^ impe&iteaee 
and hardness of heart, choose to put far away &e eviLday, will be 
so blinded by wilful unbelief, tiiat they will not be aware o( the dan- 
ger to which they are exposed, until, like the inhabitants of the old 
world, they shall be finaMy overwhelmed in the cMuge of destnietion 
which it will occasion. '* Then shall no man be Mo to save him 
** that is destroyed, nor to oppress him that hath gotten the viotory." 
The final and everlasting stote of all souls willihen be de<^ded, not 
by the stroke of death, but by the unerring judgment of God. 
" Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, in the King- 
'' dom of their Father.'* They shall increase from glory to glo- 
ry, and firom one degree of perfection to another, tlmogh etmal 
ages. 

16. But alas ! what wOl become of the wicked? The Judge of 
the living and the dead hath decided the question: " These shall go 
*' away into everlasting punishment prepared ibr the devil and las 
** angels; where their worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched.*' 
A solemn and awful consideration ! 

17. How vain and inconsiderate are the pursuits of tiie great mass 
of mankind ! How little do the generality of people connder their 
awful responsibility to their Creator ! Regardless of eternal realities, 
their whole attention seems to be engrossed with the thii^ that be- 
long to the short span of human life, as tho' they were to live forever 
in this world. The Day of Judgment they put far awi^ from their 
thoughts, as a matter of no concern, little considering that they are 
continually increasing the black catalogue of their ans, for which 
they must finally be brought into judgment 

18. Many flatter themselves that repentance and conversion, ac- 
cording to the general understanding of the terms will some time or 
other, release them from any farther trouble or responsibility for their 
sins, and then all will be weU. Relying on this vain hope, thb ddo- 
sive snare of the devil, they willingly deceive themselves till death 
luiexpectedly closes the scene upon them. Such people ought to con- 
sider that the infinite difference between Heaven and hell, does not 

• Pan ii. 34^ 35. 
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depend on the sriiaH change generally occasioned by what is commonly 
called conviction and conversion, where there is no radical change of 
life and pursuit in the creature. The all important decision between 
«temal bippiness and endless misery, is not weighed in such a slender 
balance; nor is it settled on such easy conditions. 

19. Soids who are thus deceiving themselves, ought to remember 
and consider well this unalterable decree of the ^mighty: " The 
*' soul that sinneth, it shall die." And let them know of a cer- 
tainty, that this death the nnner cannot escape; and remember that 
every repeated act of sin is still increasing the power of this death 
upon th^; still separating them at a greater distance from God, 
and plunging them still deeper into the gulf of spiritual darkness and 
loss, and every soul that ever rises from that death, must rise through 
sufferings, and in perfect subjection and obedience to the cross. 

20. If mankind would but seriously reflect that the more sin they 
commit, the deeper ihey sank from Grod, and the heavier nnist be their 
judgment, and the greater their sufferings to rise from their lost state 
and gain their redemption, they would dread an as the greatest plague 
tliat could possibly come upon them. Therefore, let no one who 
knowingly and wUling^y commits nn, ever flatter himself with the 

' vain hope that he can escape the righteous judgment of God against 
sin, and let all be assured *' that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
" Kingdom of God.'' 

21. Let all lay aside the false doctrines of Antichrist, and consi- 
der and rightly appreciate tins important truth; That man is a free 
agent, capable of thinking, believing and acting for himself; and 
therefore he is accountable to God for the use and improvement he 
makes of his f^e agency, and must be judged and rewarded accord- 
ing to his works. The important period is fast approaching when the 
dividing line must be fully drawn, when the decisive sentence shall 
be pronounced: *' He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he 
" that is fflthy, let him be fflthy stiU; and he that is righteous Jet him 
*^ be rigl^ous stUl; and he that is holy let him be holy still. And 
** bdiold Income quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every 
*' man according as hit wcnrk shall be.** 



CHAPTER VII. 

A few Remarks oonceming the true nature of Perfection. 

1. Mant controversies have been excited and maintained among 
the professors of ChristiaBify, concerning the doctrine of christian 
perfection; and modem professors of religion have most generally 
rejected the doctrine, as unreasonable and unscriptural. Hence no- 
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ibmg, 9ma» to eiuMe cpytemi^ and opposltioD sooner than to talk of 
attaining to a state of perfection in this life. This opposition evi- 
dently proceeds from two causes; first, a wroi^ conception of the 
true nature of perfection; and second, the impossibility of attaining 
to it while living in any known sin, a^ has been proved by the gene- 
ral experience of professed Christians. And, indeed, if it be im- 
possibe to live without sin, as many suppose, then surely it must be 
.impossible to be perfect Christians. 

2. But those who profess to believe the Bible to be the word of 
God, ought to acknowledge the testimony of Jesus Christ which is 
contained in the Bihe; for surely that cannot be unscripturaL 
** Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Feather which is in Heaven is 
perfect''^ Would Christ require any thing impossible or unrea- 
sonable of his people ? Certainly not. Then perfection must be 
attainable; for Christ does positively, require it. 

3. The doctrine so frequently taught, and so extensively believed 
among mankind, ''That no one can be perfect in this life," origi- 
nated in the daik kingdom of Antichrist, fuid is admirably calculate 
to ease the conscience, and encourage slothfiilne^s and indiCereace 
in the duties of religion; for who will sisek after that which he be- 
lieves to be unattainable ? But a little attention to this subject will 
show the inconsistency of such a belief. 

4. 1. God who is infinite in righteousness and goodiiess, can never 
req^iire impossibilities of any of his creatures. If, then, perfection 
were not attainable in this life, God never would require it. Yet he 
does require it. He required it of Abraham : '' Walk before me and 
be thou perfect.'- 1 He required it of the I^^ielites under the law : " Ye 
shall be holy; for I am holy.t Perfection is, therefore, attainable. 

5. 2. It has been attained. Grod declared J^ob to be '* a perfect 
and upright man.^'^ Noah was also declared to be '' a just man, 
and perfect in his generations."!! The apostle Paul saith, '' We 
speak wisdom to them that are perfect." And again; '' Let as 
many as be perfect, be thus minded. "IT Hence it is evident that 
there were those in his day who were perfect, accordipg to the wotk 
of that day. Perfection has therefore been attained in this life. 

C. 3, Any thing may, with strict propriety, be called perfect^ which 
perfectly answers the purpose for which it was designed. A circle may 
be called a perfect circle, when it is perfectly round; an apple may 
be called perfect, when it is perfectly sound, having no defect in it; 
and so of a thousand other things. A child who is perfectly obedient 
to all the requirements of its parents, is, in that respect, a truly per- 
fect child: for what piore can justly be re^piired of it ? Yet that 

•Matt. V. 48. tGen.xvii. 1. $ Lev. xi. 44, and xix. 1. 

♦ Job i. 8, tiid ii. 8. I Gen. vi «. T 1 €«r: iu^,»nd PM. lii. 15. 
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same child, when grown to manhood, would be capable of domg 
much more than he could in his childhood; and, of course, more 
would be required of him. So when a man comes up to all the re- 
quirements of God, he ihen stands perfectly justified* in the sight of 
God, and is, in that sense, a perfect many and walks before God 
with a perfect heart. Hence we may see that perfection, in this 
sense, (which is all that can be required) instead of being unattain- 
able, is perfectly easy. 

7, The idea which most people have of perfection, is a state in 
which there can be no increase for the better. This is a mistaken 
idea; such a state never will be attained, neither in time nor eternity : 
for the very life of all things which have life, whether vegetable, 
animal or spiritual, consists in an increasing growth of some kind or 
other. Stop that increase or growth in any thing, and its life will 
immediately begin to decay, and it must at length die. So it is 
with the soul of every true Christian; if the increase and growth of 
the soul in the knowledge and nature of godliness ceases, its spuitual 
life must begin to decrease and die. Therefore, tho' a soul in the 
progress of faithful obedience to the increasing light and W(wk of 
God, may become divested of all sinful desires and propensities; 
yet his life and happiness must and will consist in a further and pro- 
gressive growth in the knowledge and nature of God, to the endless 
ages of eternity. And yet a soul who is perfectly obedient to the 
revealed will of God, is equally perfect before God, in every step 
of his travel, according to his capacity and God's requirement. 

8. Thus the real nature of perfection, when applied to a christian 
life, consists in nothing more nor less than in doing what Grod re- 
quires of us, which is to improve all our faculties in doing good, ac- 
cording to the best of our understanding and capacity : and in so 
doing every persrni who sincerely desires and rightly pursues it, may 
attain to perfection. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS. 



We have iH>t written the preceding pages with a view to multiply 
hockB^ nor to supersede the necessity of those already published by 
tiie Society, and which have proved highly useful, and done much to^ 
wards effecting the important object for which Ihey were intended; 
especially that entitled* " 77ie Testimony of Christ's Second Ap- 
pearingf" which has had an extensive circulation.* And if its irre- 
sistible truth, and the plainness of its doctrines have excited a few 
sneering comments, and thus disclosed the rancor of one or two ec- 
clesiastical digmtaries; yet no one has ever been able to overthrow 
the principles contamed in it; nor has any person possessing the 
sfnrit of candor and discernment ever attempted it. 

Nor have we written with a view to excite controversy, nor pro- 
voke the resentment of any class of people whatever. Our only ob- 
ject is to satisfy candid enquirers, and to give information concern- 
ing our faith, principles and practice, in plain and intelligible lan- 
guage, to all who are wiUing to receive it. And as for tiiose 
who care for none of these things y and have no disposition to hear 
ovir testimony, we are quite willing they should enjoy their own opi- 
nions, and letomns alone: we do not wish to disturb them. We live 
in a coimtry which boasts highly <^ the freedom of its religious insti- 
tutions; and religion is, or ought to be an object of free choice fvitli 
everyone. 

We are not ignorant that scmie writers, from a spirit of enmity and 
detraction, have published contemptuous and defamatory reports, who 
would gladly renew against us, those scenes of religious intolerance 
winch formerly deluged the eardi in blood, were it in their power. 
However doubtful tids may appear to those who know not the enmity 
of such characters, experience has tau^^t us that the spirit cX perse« 
cation is tiie same now that it was then: and would dii^lay itself in 

• W« reftr Um rt«dmr to that book, and to IHnl«Ty*t Mantftfto, for further iafot* 
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the same manner, were it under no restraint. The spint of persecu- 
tion is not governed by truth and right reason; nor is the tongue of 
calumny guided by candor and impartiality. And whatever pre- 
tences our calumniators may make to either, their writings sufficient- 
ly prove that they were under the government of their malignant 
passions. 

It has always been the fate of truth to be stigmatized and slander- 
ed by falsehood. Whenever the spirit of truth has, in any age been 
revealed to any people, the father of lies has never failed to dispense 
among his children, a sufficient portion of the spirit of falsehood to 
combat the spirit of truth, and scandalize, all who maintain it. The 
great Captain of our salvation was subjected to the scorn and derLnon 
of the children of the toicked one, and endured the reproaches 
of the emissaries of Satan. He was charged vrith ^uttoily and 
drunkenness, and reproached with associating with publicans wnA 
sinners. He was also accused of castmg^mt. devUs by Be^z»- 
bub the prince of devils; and he repeatedly assured his followers thai 
they would suffer the same indignities and reproaches. " If th€^ 
'* have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much ixkk^ 
'' them of hi^ housdiold ? If they have persecuted me,: they will al«- 
'' so persecute you. If ye were of the world, the world would love 
*' his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 
" you out of the world, therefore the world h^teth yo6."* 

It is well known that the primitive Christians were greatly slan- 
dered and stigmatized by their heathen neighbors; and every Dedse re- 
pori that scandal could bestow or maUce dictate, was put in cireuRi- 
tion; and urged upon the public as positive ^qts that could emUy be 
proved by eye and ear witnesses in abundance. And when we take 
into consideration the remarkable similarity that appear^ between the 
reports against the primitive Christians, and those tfa^t have bemi cir- 
culated against the believers in the present testimony , since it was 
first made known in this country, especially in the eadier period of 
their faith, it seems as though the most obstinate unbelieyers could 
not but see and acknowledge the striking resemblance, and cofieliide 
that these reports must all have originated from the same source, and 
t)iat they are dirBcted against the same sort of people. 
. Celsus the epicurean, upon what he called good authority, qhftig- 
ed Jesus Christ with being the ofi^ring of adultery; and asserted, 
'* That the mother of Jesus being great with child, was pui.av^y by 
'* the caipenter who eq;>oused her, h^ having convicted her of adMlterjr 
'' with a s<4dier mmed I^ant^eras.'* CeUus further %d^ .'' ^bflvt 
'f havii^ -been turned out of dopcf by her hu«b«mc^ she wiMnteed 
'* about in a shameful manner, till she brought forth Jesus in an ob- 

* Matt. X. 35, and John xv. 10, 20. 
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•* scure place."* * Such are the charges of this ancient heathen ca- 
lumniator against the Virgin Mary. And influenced by the same 
malignant spirit, some modern Celsuses, npon what they call good 
authority, have made slanderous accusations of immoral conduct 
against Ann Lee and her followers. But those who best knew the 
Virgin Mary and the primitive Christians, knew that the reports of 
these ancient calumniators were false; and those who best knew Ann 
Lee, and have been personally acquainted with her successors and 
faithful followers, well know that the reports of these modem calum- 
niators are equally false. 

The apostles and primitive Christians were charged with being 
drunk with new wine; because under the operation of the Holy 
Spirit, they worshiped God in a manner so different from that prac- 
ticed by the Scribes and Pharisees, and the rest of the unbelieving 
Jews. The unbelievers and enemies of the cross could then say they 
saw it with their own eyes, and could therefore report it as an unde- 
niable fact. And doubtless many unbelievers who heard and believ- 
ed this report, thought it as presumptuous in Peter and the rest of 
the apostles to pretend to deny it, as to deny that their accusers had 
eyes, s6eing their conduct was so \'isible to all around them. Peter 
however, did deny it, with boldness and confidence ; but we do not 
find that their enemies were willing to believe him : for their enmity 
and opposition still continued. Yet this new wine, as they called it, 
had a powerful effect in producing faith in the multitude, and in turn- 
ing many souls from the error of their ways : But the apostles suf- 
fered much persecution in consequence of it. 

The Charges against Ann Lee and her companions, had no 
more foundation in truth, than the charges alleged against the apostles 
and primitive Christians at the day of Pentecost. The truth is, they 
were under the operation of the same Spirit; and it was attended 
with the same effects on those who received it, and excited the same 
opposition in their enemies, and gave rise to the same false accusa- 
tions and persecution. " But every tree is known by its fruit." 

And it is well known that apostates from any religious society 
whatever, will naturally incline to seek the friendship of the world, 
and endeavor to justify themselves to the public for their appstacy; 
and the only reasonable prospect of success many such can hkve, de- 
pends on successfully slandering the society from which they have 
apostatized. This is a matter of such frequent occurrence in all so- 
cieties, that it cannot reasonably be disputed. Indeed it is the natu- 
ral consequence of their apostacy : for they very well know that if 
they should speak or write favorably of the society *from which 
ihey have apostatized, every body would be ready to reproach them 

• See Lardner^a Works, vol. viii. p. 19. 
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Ibr their folly. And tho' some who have left this Society, have be«0 
candid enough to tell the (ruth, and acknowledge their folly ; yet ibm 
^eater part have found it more to their present interest to charge the 
fault of their apostacy upon the Society, than to take it to themselves, 
even if they were obliged to admit that the Society possessed some 
good qualities^ 

But there is no man nor woman, who is well acquainted with the 
Society and its principles, and who has spoken and written from a 
principle of candor and conscious integrity of mind, that has, under 
the influence of this principle, ever written or spoken anything what- 
ever, against the established principles and practices of the Sociefy. 
This we can assert with confidence; because we know that such a 
character will not do it. Doubtless much has been spoken and writ- 
ten from false information, and erroneous impressions, by those who 
never had any personal acquaintance with the Society, which is, in 
many respects, quite unfavorable, and for which the;writers may find 
some apology in their want of correct information, without being 
chargeable vdth any design to calumniate the Sociefy. But those who 
Write for the public, ought to consider their responsibility to the pub- 
lic for the truth of what they publish, and not run the risk of scatter- 
ing false information through the world, and imposing upon public 
credulity *by neglecting a careful examination into the truth of what 
they are about to publish. 

As to tlie misconduct of individual members, it has generally pro- 
ceeded from those who have afterwards left the community. And in 
several well known instances, such individuals have accused the So- 
ciety of crimes which they themselves had committed, and fcr 
which they had been excluded from its communion. Nor need it 
appear strange that those who have been thus excluded for their own 
unfaithfulness, should afterwards become the calumniators of the in- 
stitution which they had left, especially when they very well knew 
that there were many in the world who were always more ready to 
listen to evil reports than they were to seek after the truth. 

But truth is truths and the truth will stand, when all falsehood 
uid deception will be entirely done away. The world will yet know 
the real foundation of all those false charges and base calumnies, and 
be fully convinced of the baseness of those cliaracters who have so 
maliciously fabricated and propagated them. Of all classes of wri- 
ters, we consider the malignant danderer the most vile and contemp- 
tible. 

The great professions of truth and impartiality, and the imposing^ 
appearance of honesty and candor in the writings of some of these 
calumniators, have doubtless deceived many. So a counterfeiter 
may impose his trash upon the public by imitating genuine bank 
bills, and may 4eceiye thousands; yet all the arts of deception 
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can neyer make a had bill goodj nor transform falsehood into truth: 
the decqition will be discovered and the deceiver will be detected in 
the end. Nothing but the plain and simple truth will pass the final 
trial; and every man^s woi^ will eventually prove what he is. 

Among all tiie accounts of the United Society that have ever yet 
a{^>eared before the public, from under the hands of those who have 
apostatized from the Society, whatever the writer's pretensions might 
be, we have never yet seen one that has met our approbation, or that 
we could justly consider as entitled to the character of truth, honesty 
or impartiality. And all who have drawn their accounts from such 
writers, have only deceived themselves and the public in so doing. 
Tho' we are far from feeling any dbposition to reply to such writers; 
yet we think we may be fully justified instating as a general remark, 
tiiat those who have written against the Society, or in any way endea- 
vored to calunmiate it, after having apostatized from it, have never 
yet raised their reputa^on for honesty and integrity, nor mended their 
moral characters by their works. 

Notwithstanding all the pretended discoveries of error and delu- 
sion, and all the charges of injustice and deception, by those who 
have left the Society, not a solitary instance has ever yet appeared, 
where any one, after having renounced the faith of the Society, and 
rejected the testimony maintained by the people, has ever turned to a 
more moral course of life. If, as they preten 1, they found the prin- 
ciples of the people bad, or their lives immoral, they have turned to 
worse principles, and more immoral lives. Nor do we believe that 
there can be found throughout the United States, a single instance 
w({ere any such person has pursued a better course of life, or obtain- 
ed a better reputation for religion, honesty, morality or integrity 
than he had before. But instances enough may be found of increas- 
ing degenericy and depravity in those who have apostatized. 

Yet there are honorable exceptions among such, who readily ac- 
knowledge the general virtues and moral principles of the communi- 
ty, and give as a reason why they withdrew from it, that they were 
unwilling to take up the cross and deny themselves of tliose natural 
inclinations to the enjoyments of the world, and especially of those 
indulgences of a carnal nature, which the principles of the Society 
required. 

There are many among mankind who are willing to acknowledge 
the moral principles and practice of the Society in its present state, 
to be very good, and readily allow the people much credit for their 
honesty and sobriety, their exemplary lives and morals, their upright- 
ness and punctuality in all their deaUngs, their kindness and charity 
to the poor, their inidustry, temperance and good economy in the ma- 
nagement of all their concerns and the like; but still there are those 
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who infiit tbat Umr principles and praotioe aiegraai^rchaBfed from 
ivhat they were formeriy ; that they have rencNinced many of the wild 
extravagances in pruiciple and practice, whick were fomierly taught 
by Ana Lee and the first leaders of the Society; and that, oi oonrse, 
the people have greatly refonned, both in principle and practice. 

With regard to achange of principles, we can aasim our rtaden that 
there was not a single principle of faith ever, advanced by Molbct Aan 
and the first Elders, of which we have any knowledge, but is stilimain- 
tained by the Society, without any variation wfaatoMr. As idl the 
principles then advanced have been^fiitty and abundant]^ proved by 
long experience, and the increasing liglit and understanding, in &e 
Society, to be principles of truth; so the practice of the Soeietgr has 
ever been conformable to them. 

As to the charge of changing owr practice, we readily admow* 
ledge that tfce United Society does not follow the examplB of any 
other reli^om denomination, neither in principle nor practioe: for 
we have long been convinced that a uaifoim course of religious pnn 
fession, joined to a lifeless stupidity in divine things, cannot b» well- 
pleasing in the sight of God, especially when Uended with aa ar- 
dent pursuit of worldly honor and glory. And we have never seen 
any profit in practicing the same dull round of rdigiras forms and 
ceremonies, fi-om year to year, and from age to age, whale the oidy 
active principle of life is swallowed up in dbe things of time. Nor 
do we see any consistency in making relig^us profession a mere 
name, by constantly pursuing a practice in conformity with that of 
those who make no religious profession at all. 

But what is the amount of this charge of change in our practice^? 
^all a farmer who begins in the spring to plougfa his ground and 
prepare it for a fiiture crop, be charged with instability and change, 
because he does not keep on ploughing through the whole season. 
Instead of sowing his seed, or cultivating his growing crops, accord- 
ing to the requirements of the season ? Can he obtain a crop by 
continual ploughing, without sowing <»r planting ? Does he not act 
more consistentiy in keeping pace with the course of the seasojQ ? 
By pursuing this course, he may reasonably expect to gather a crop 
in its season; but if he should continue to [doug^ all the year round, 
and never plant nor sow, nor tend his crops while in the progress of 
vegetation, he could never expect any harvest, nor would he deserve 
any. 

Tlie first leaders of the Society may be compared to people going 
into a new country and settling in the wilderness, where the first ob- 
ject is to cut and clear the land, and bum the rubbish, before Die 
ground can be suitably prepared for cultivation. In this operation, 
the axe and fiie fire are used wi^ no sparing hand; aod tlie foiling 
of trees and the crackling of bumpg brush and useless rubbisli oc- 
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emoii modi nolie and basUe, and great confusioii, eqiecidly among 
tba wiM beaati and noxious vamiin that infest the land. These are 
ftofw obliged to flee for their )ires, into some otiier part of the wil- 
demess, or the fire will consume them. But when the land is snfi- 
eieiitly cleared, and the nibbisb consumed, and the wild rermin hare 
aH Mtreated, aaA the careful husbandman has securely fenced his 
fi^, he can then go on to prepare end cultiTate Ins ground in peace; 
and if he Is ftidiful to maasige fais bunness As he oi^ht, he will con- 
tinue to im^MPora his pcemises, from year to year; so that in a few 
years, this <mce dreary wilderness wiU be seen to ** blossom as ike 
TOse.'' Such has been the progress of the United Society, and such 
Is the nature of the 4ihanges widch it has passed through. 

Doabtlessmaay of tiie sentiments contained in the following pages, 
wiH be opposed by those professors of the christian name who are 
Styi bound in the chaias of antichristum bigotry and superstition. 
Nor need it be a malter of suiprise to any one if tiiey should meet 
with opposition from such characters: for who can expect people of 
this dMcifption to throw off their chains, and divest themselves of 
prejudice, without a severer straggle than they are generally willing 
to make. Such people usually feel too much of '* the pride of life," 
to acknowledge truths which must necessarily require a sacrifice of 
that pride. The Scribes and Pharisees of old had too much of this sort 
of pride, and too lofty an idea of that IVftssiah whom their ancient 
prophets described in such glowing figures, to be willing to believe 
that Jesus of Nazareth was that exalted personage. His character 
and birth, as well as the low character and callings of his disciples, 
appeared too mean and contemptible, and their number too small, 
and their connexions too well known to admit even a moment^s be- 
lief, in theu: minds, that he was the promised Messiah. 

And why should we expect the Scribes and Pharisees of the pre- 
sent day to act more out of character than those of old did ? They 
are no more willing to submit to the cross, and have their pride 
stained, than their predecessors were. They view a small Society of 
plain and simple Shakers, in the same light that their ancestors did the 
ancient disciples and primitive Christians; and like them, they have 
the unbelieving world on their side. And will they forego the friend- 
ship of the world, and sacrifice their spiritual pride, and the honors 
of their dignified station, with all they hold dear on earth, and peld 
their assent to a testimony so much beneath the calculations of all 
their learned theology, and all their towering ideas of the millen- 
nium ? It is too much to expect of them. 

The small number of the Society, im comparison with those of 
other denominations, may be conddered by some, as an argument 
against the truth of tiie testimony, that this is the second appearing 
of Christ; and it may also produce a belief in the minds of some. 

Digitized by VjOOS^ ItT 



382 GOKCI«trDIII& BBMAfllCS. 

ihat the Society can never becc»ne niun^rous, especially as a life of 
continency is so opposite to the natural propensities of human nature, 
that few will be found willing to embrace it. These reasons will 
doubtless appear plausible and natural to people in a natural state; 
but God is able to accomplish his own work, not only by small 
means and instruments, but by small beginnings, as he always 
has done, in all ages of the world. The little stone spoken of in 
Daniel, which was cut out of the mountain without hands, and which 
smote the great image, '* became a great mountaki and fiUed the 
whole earth.*' This significant figure shows in a very striking Hgfat, 
what the hand of God can effect by small means, and what the real 
work of Grod, tho' smaU in its commencement, will finally amount 
to. The smallness of the work is no discouragement to us, nor any 
disparagement to its first founders. It is indeed a work of too nnich 
purity to find a rapid increase among the inhabitants of a sinful 
world, who are so far lost and sunk in tiieir carnal comq>tions. But 
they will all yet see and know that it is the commencement of that 
everlasting Kingdom thus seen in prophetic vidon, and that the work 
is of God, and not of man. 
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A PEW SHORT EXTRACTS, 

From Essays on the Resurrection of ike Soul, by Geo* Bvnn, 
Professor of Hebrew in the New- York City University. In- 
serted for the purpose of showing the corroborating opinion 
of men of deep research with our own on thin subject. 



UOTK ( A. ) PAGE 273. 

" The same truth is taught b)r our Lord's words to the dying thief: 
" Verily I say unto thee, this day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.'* 
Tfiou — assuredly a designation of the person, for his body was to 
remain suspended on liie cross. This person is denoted in scripture 
language by the soul.'' Bush on the Soul, page 1 13. 

NOTE ( B. ) PAGE 353. 

** In the New Testament, tho* the doctrine of the general resur- 
rection is so much insisted upon, and such frequent mention is made 
of the resurrection of the! dead, yet we nowhere read of the resur- 
rection of the same body. Our Lord saith (John, v. 28,) * All that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice and come forth;' and what are 
in the graves but the dead bodies ? But if this is any proof of the 
resurrection of the body, it proveth too much, that the dead bodies 
can hear and come forth without their souls; for I presume it will 
hardly be said that the souls are in the graves too. It will also prove 
that the very same bodies, whether swollen with dropsies or wasted 
by consumptions, shall come forth in the same form and manner as 
they are laid in the graves. All that are in the graves, is nothing 
more than a periphrasis for the dead, they who have done good, and 
they who have done evil, which cannot possibly be applied to dead 
bodies." Bush's Extract from Bishop Newton^ page 139. 

NOTE ( C. ) PAGE 354. 

'* Justice requires that the same persons shall rise again, but not 
with the same bodies; for our bodies are not ourselves." Again: 
" AfULstasis,** the word constantly used throughout the New Testa- 
ment for the resurrection, signifies a rising again, a life after death; 
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another state of the same person after the present; but never once, 
that I know of, signifies or even implies the resurrection of the same 
body." Bush on the Saul, page 137. 

NOTE ( D. ) PAGE 9B6. 

'* For it is obvious that the body, as such, is not the subject of 
sensation ; this power must inhere in the ^^ux^i, (soul,) which for- 
sakes the body at death, and which can never be proved to have 
lost its sensitive i^ributes by such a change of relation. The whole 
force of the evidence bears in the contrary direction.'' Busk on 
the Smd^ p%ge llO. 

NOTE ( E. ) PAGE 567. 

*' If his material body had been raised unchanged, he would have 
been quickened in the fleshy which he certainly was not. He was 
quickened in a spiritual body, as truly as he was put to death in a 
material body; and this is indicated by the original terms (foipxi (in the 
flesh) and ^sufjua, (by the spirit) wUch are grammatically parrallel 
with each other." Bush on the Soul, page 55, 

NOTE ( P. ) PAGE 360. 

'' It will be observed that he does not say, in express terms, * A 
spirit hath not flesh and bones as I have,' but, * as ye see me have;* 
where the original is not the common word for * see,' (sUsts)j but 
another term, (^eco^&r<rs) which implies more of a mental perception, 
equivalent to our consider, contemplate, apprehend. A spirit hath 
not flesh and bones as I seem to you to have — as you contemplate 
me as having." Bush on the Resurrection of Christ, pages 44, 46. 

NO'raJ ( G. ) PAGE 363. 

** We do not refuse to acknowledge the possession by angels of 
some kind of bodies. What greater difficulty in conceiving the same 
endowment in regard to translated human beings ? There is a spi- 
ritual body. It is, then, body, and not mere spirit, to which the 
reasoning of tlie apostle relates." Bush on the Soul, page 118. 
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